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know exactly what they want, it would be better n&. to touchi the monu-
mental formulas. And tliis contention has some weight. It seems almost
impossible for theologians of the nineteenth century, who are dealing with a
crecd of the seventeentlî, to make amendments in terms of the old symbol.
Thle Westminster Confession belongs to an age wlîose spirit %vas différent
froni our own ; its niethods of statement do flot fit the moulds of our religious
thought ; it nioves in a speculative realm into wvhich we may indeed project
ourselves, but only 1 y a distinct and somewhat unnatural effort. When we
consider the circumistances under which the Confession wvas framed, and the
specific purposes w~hich it hiad in view, it is just thie kind of documetit wvhichi
we would naturally expect it to be, and as regards its logical precision is not,
I thir.k, likely to be excelled in an age which does not take kindly to elahor-
ate crecd mn-king.

My own personal conclusion, therefore, is, that it will be better to leave
the Westminster Confession alone, and to fornîulate a new creed more simple
and yet more comprehiensive, and giving better expression to the religlous;
thought of our time. The main point in debate is flot so much whether the
doctrines of the Westminster Confession are truc or false, as whether they
satisfactorily enîbody the great principles whichi underlie present religlous;
thoughit and teaching; for the best creed, however vencrable its associations,
is flot one whiclî we lock up in a museumn of history, but one which shows
its radiant face amid daily doubts and trials. A perfect creed of the seven-
teenth century could flot be expected to measure the religious thouglht of the
nineteenth, unless God had ceased to teach us and xîîan had ceased to learn.
Wlien such a %vise and devout theologian as Dr. McCosh says, "There is a
want in our Confession of a clear and prominent utterance, such as we have
in the Scripturcs, of the love of God to ail meii and the free gift of Christ to '

ail men, nlot to the clect alone," hie is flot bidding, us despise the Confession,
but rather remiemijer thie inevitable limitations of time and circumstance, and
the fallibility of nmortal men. To insist that the new wvine of truth shall go
into the old boules or be proscribtd would be to repeat the tactics of
nmediaevalisnm. The creed of to-day, in îvhatever form we write it, wili clcarly
recognize the great truth of the Fatherhood of God and the presence of God
iii the coniphex order of the mnaterial and spiritual universe, it will insist on
the sacrcdine5s )f humian reason as equahly a divine gift with the revelation

presented beforc it zit will enlarge the realmn of the supernatural until ils
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