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It will probably be interestiiig aLid encouraging, to
youîîg huisbancls and ardent wooers to Iearx that the niotiier-ini-
law is fast losin)g lier alicient despotisîni. l soîne of the aborig-
inal tribes of Inidia the clîstoins were inatriarclial. Marriages
wetre arraiîged altogether by the iotlhers,.- anîd the bridegroom
w~as forced to live with lus iiiotlier-iiîî-],at. I ani utterly unable
to explain how sucli a cilstoni ever superseded inarriage by pur-
cliase, even Mi'len prices wcre higli.

li primitive Greece the bride 'vas purclîased froîn lier father
by presents or serviceýs retidered liiiii. Shlîoild it hiappen tliat
no son was boni to bel, the fathercoîîld, at bis death, Jeave lier
by ivill as a part of the hieritage to aîîy friend.

Owiiîg to tie faet that deatli altogether ignores the tdes tbat
biiîd together liumnai liearts, widows anîd widowers hiave always
beemu prese..' iii society. Tlue demnmds whicli custoin inakes
uipoii thiese bereft individuals v-ary greatly iii differelit countries.

li China, the betrotlied inaiden %liîo liad lost lier intended
biusbaîîd by denth wvas iuch praised and esteenied if she buried
lierseif forever iii sorrowv. No sucli dciiiand wvas nmade of the
betrothed naxi w~ho lost bis fiance. The widow w~ho refused to
survive bier lîusF aiid received more lior than the on1e wvho re -
mnained inconsolable. Tiiese suicides of widows were appar-
ently quite conunion iii Cliiiia, andI were perforiiied iii public -witlî
grect pomnpi and solexnuiity. The suicides were aiinîo;umced to the
public by a procession tlirouih the streets. Two execuitioniers
headed the procession, folIoved by iinusiciais, gaily dressed iii-
dividuals of both sexes, anîd die bieroitie of the fete dressed iii
red anîd borne ilu a palanquin.

The Iiîdiaiî lawv required the widower to buini the body of
bis faithful wife with consecrated fires and utensils of sacrifice,
wlhîde the wvidow wvas supposed to, ceny hierseif for tie rest of
lier life, and neyer to pronince the niaine of riiy othier mnan.

The Prince of Marava (lied in 1710 at the age of eighity
years,-anid lus forty-sc.veni wives were burit with bhis corpse.

li Roule for a. long tiie the wvidows who refused to inarry
wverc particuilarly liouiore(1. Iii aliy case they were forbiddem to
niarry umiitil twelve nionths %fter the death of their liusbands.
he widowver, liowever, could iiarry iiînniediately after imis wife's

deatix. It is muot possible to say as to wvhetIîer the fexuale sex as
a wvliole objected to thi widower's short l)erlod of niouriing, for
nîo doubt thiey were inuclisouglitafterby disconiteiîted niiaidens. [51


