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Regret is often cxpressed that farmers, a3a class, read vory little
literature which has 2 beariag on their occupation. Most progressive
men take one or two agricaltural journals, aud some read these quite
closely, but such is only as a tiny drop in thosea of reading matter
which bears more or less directly upon farm work. Nearly every
farmer will also have in the house some work on Voterinary Science,
but beyond that, iittle or nothing can be found. Ouar Farmers' Insti-
tutes du a worthy work in distribatiog reports and buileting,but some
of our soathera noighbors nre adopting 2 scheme which iz well worth
imitating, and operating in connoction with eithur this College or the
It cousists of & Reading Circle, inodelled after

Bishop Vincent's world famous systemof **Chautauqua reading.” The

Institute system.

Pennsylvania State College have founded a circle, and are meeting
with a marked degree of success.  Prol. G. C. Watson. their agricul-
turist, has charga of the work, and by maaas of a ciccalar of oxplaaa-
tion, accompaniod by a descriptive list of the hooks prescribed, tho
idea is being mado plain to the farmers.  Members are enrolled froe of
charge, and are entitlal tu parchase any of the staadard works oz
Agrirallure, Hsrtcaltars or Chcmistey at vars low mates.  Anyoze
wishing 0 receive the di; luma of the Citcle may do so by passing the
prescribed examiaatis,, bat this matte- is optiwnal, e object beiog
to diffase the literaturo eather tian to 8 ch. Members also have the
right to secure the assistance of aay of the Cuiicgosiafl whea difilcuit
points ate reached.  Mikigan hias a simiiar system, and 1t 200 14 suc-
cessfal.

The advanisges of such a Circic oeed uot bo onumorated. Ex-
students of this College should eaniis scc its strung clums for senous
consideration, and it is siacerely boped that our Ainister of Agneat-
tare will lovk into the matle: at 2a cariy date. The work coaid ba
doac to the very bost adsaaiago by the Supsiiatoadeat of lasutates,
and thore is a certainty Jhat the sced wuald fali sa goxd ground, be-
cause onl§ thuse intercalod wuuld savest. Tho expsnses ahoatd bo
Tha
maia oatlay would consist ia remanaratiog tac book dcalers, and tho
groater the amoant granted thom, the loxsr the rates coald be made.
By way of oxample, the Ponosyivania Circlo szells Di. Armsbys
* Menaal of Cattle Foodiag” {or $1.30, wlulo no bookssiler wili rotasl
it for loss than §1.75. Prol. King's book on “The Soil™ salls {or §7

very siight, aad ao mones coald be savasted 1o a botier caare.

cents, 8s agawst 15 veuts at the sturea.  Buukdealers caouut well re
tail them for less,because the sale is (nafortunately) limited. To our
minds, the plan is very simple, and descrving of a fair trial. Cortain
st s, that of farwers sealized the advantage to them, success
would be assared. What one has done, others can do, and if we so
far outstrip the Americans in the magaoitude of our Farmers' Insti-
toto work, it is only reasonable to expect that we coald rival them in
this also.

R.

A favorite ground for criticism by some of the opponents of this
institution is the claim that our graduates leave the conatry when
their course is completed. In this contention, however, an ignorance
of our condition in thisrespect is only toas evident, and for the bencfit
of thic goneral public, we give the following statstica: Sioce being
aflliated with the Universi ¥ of Toronto, in 1888, sixty-nine associ-
ates of the Collegs have received the dogree of B.S. A, Of this num.
ber two have since dicd, and for the remaining s'xty-seven we arc to
give on account. Under the head of ncutral ot unclassified men we
shail include four who azcauterested 1a Y. M. (. A., or other church
work, and three cat of six foreigners, who rcturned to their native
lands after gradaating.  This leaves & round sixty.  Foriy-nine of
thls sumber arc 1o Lanada to-das. aud two out of foar whoare in
other countnies fur fuither truniug aro to ceiurn ataa eariy date.
With the exception of one ut tue, who are un stk ot dairy Iarms, all
thuse «a ths Catiol States are conacctod mith Agieaitaral Colleges
or Experimental Stations, and are thas 1a dose toudh Ruth the farm
10 commanity.  Allowsag fot those un the stafl of theie Alma Mater,
pracuicaiy ail of thuse 1o Canada are faciniag, o1 « dairy work - the
men inother occipations being few indecd.

These figurcs arc ApproXinaicely o qccl, accurding to the mosh 1e
habio data ai var Jispusal,eand thes spoak for themselios.  No other
agricaitlural wilitge «an daim lo make sach a showiong, and wo, as
stadents, take pride ia puintiog it vat.  Tho fact that our grrduates
are uocded in vthes auds alivwa thay theit ®uzk is approciated, 2ad
that a B.S.A. .sby wu means an insigaificant part of a svung m=a’s
cdacatnal adsiaments.  Wo dv oot olim, however, that ali these
men arc facmers of tho firsl dass.  That s looswecping & stateent.
1a this ovnnectivn dhe folivaicg is quoted from aa asticle by Prasi
dent Mills in Farming, for Decenber, 1896. ~* * * those who
paxs for the B.S.A. degroo are neary all good moa, and mea who,
gererally speaking, givo a guod acconat of themsolves.” Bat wado
sas. and say it emphatioally, thet those men who fail canaot blame



