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uon; and from its conmmencement has taken
the most lively interest m its welfare, and*un-
derall eircumstances, has been found ready to
vieet the exigencies of its infancy. ‘Lhe Doc-
ror commenced by giving a brief account of the
-1ze of the Roman Empire, which was asenibul
more 10 the advancement of literature, and the
arts and sciences, than to the power of arms;
and the canse of the decline and fall of a great
aation, was clearly proved to have resulted
irom the, lack of religion, and a moral basis
upon which alone the most powerful empires
san Yemain seenre. A comparison was drawn
hetween the British and Roman Governments,
sand 1t was rendered evident that the strength,
cower, and duralality of Great Britain, was to
ye fond in the religion of her inhabitants, Tt
was said in the addvess : “XHer strength is in
aer moral constitution ; her power is in the
wrtue and industry of her inhabitants; her
niches are in the high mental cultivation of her
geople, and the progress of the arts and sciences,
and so long as her moral basis remains seeure,
che can never fall.”  The great and surprising
mprovements which had been made in all
winds of machinery, and the mventions which
had been intraduced to lighten the burden of
human labour, and increase mechanical power,
were tobe attributed to the advancement of the
stiences 3 and @ contrast was drawn hetween
the fecble and imperfect mechanical means em-
ployed It a few years ago, and the gigantic
steam engine, which far surpasses, both in the
power and dehcacy of its aperations, the great-
cst efforts that can be performed by the united
force of human strength, and the nost mmute
operations of human hands.  An account of
the nse of the Insutution was then introduced,
and the young mechanic was stimulated 1o
mprove the advantages, which all classes of
the commumty had contributed to supply lim.

A number of instances were mentioned to
show that many individuals m the humblest
walks of life_had risen to great emmence by
their own patientexertions, and by trmmg the
mind to act in co-operation with the hand, have
produced discoveries and mventions of the first
tnportance in the civilisation and happmess of
the human race. A just comphiment was pad
10 His Excellency Sir John Harvey, the worthy
and enlightencd” Governor, and the Comerls
and Legislature of the Provinee; who had all
given their support to this, the Kest nuportant
Institation of learning in the country.  Wel
deserved praise was also given to the mhaln-
tants of Saint John, who, amudst the embar-
rasments produced by the great reeent fires,
had fully sustained the Mechanmies' Insunuio;
which, as the speaker sand, “had nsen above
the cinders of the, devouring clement.”  Nor
did the Doctor fatl in his vecollection of the Ia-
dies, who, he said, had so often cheered the
dranping ‘spivits of the lecturer, and clovated
the eharacier of cvery audience.  In conclud-
mg his subject, the advantages thus emoyved
were stated 1o be theresult of the hlessed Con-
sutution under which we live. It is uwnder the
British Government that these public blessings
are fostered and protected. Xt s under the
iritish flag that security and peace are granted
wall who walik in the paths of literature and
sicnee. A tone of high moral fecling pervad-

ed the whole address, which was as ereditable
to the Doctor’s heatt as 1o his head.

Tt cannat be possible that Mechanjes’ Inst-
tutes in the preseni day, can supply any con-
siderable mmount of religions instructon.  The
necessity of combining such instruction with
other knowledge, was, notwnstanding, foraibly
meuleated, and those'who have the chiarge of
the young and sueceeding generation, were
carnesily recommended to make this conside-
ration their part of the grest work of mental
improvement.

As a wide and liberal view was taken of the
arts and seiences, and their appheation to the
wants of man, and espeeially o the requre-
ments of a country comparatively new ; it
would be impossible to do justice to the speak-
er or his address, withont_giving the whole,
which earried with it theevidences of areat re-
search and peculiar originality.

On the 11th December, AMr. Grore: Braren
delivered a Lecture on Self Instinction. At
the onset the lecturer_gave a clear acconnt of
the advantages mankind had recened fram the
introduction of theart of Printing, and diflerent
systems of education.  An expanded view was
then taken of the means that hiad been employ-
ed to disseminate useful knowledge amony all
orders of men; and more especially the mpro-
ved systems of education which were so truly
characteristic of the present age.  If it be ad-
mitted that “knowledge is power,” the generat
diffusion of science and literature becomes of
the highest importatiee to i nation, a country,
and even to a family ;—and a munber of plam
and convineing cvidences wore browght forward
to shew that the present cnlightened state of
the worll was the resultof that progressive and
never-cuding expansion of intelligence which
the haunan mind possesses ina god-hke degree.
Galileo, Siv Isaae Newton, Archimedes, Frank-
lin, and others, were adduced as instances, to
shew that the greatest discoveries i science
were the result of decp retlection and rescarch,
and not the casualinventions of ignoranceand
chance; and hence an inference was drawn,
that steady perseverance in the pursuit of know-
ledge, was the most probable mode of obtam-
g suceess and distinetion.  Notwithstandnze
the inereasing advantages arising from an ex-
tended plan of educaiion, and the facilities of-
fered for supplying the great storchouse of
the mind with™ necessary  information, and
those cmbellishments which ornament the
hest socielies ;~ii was shewn that the success
of cach individuzl, in the acguisition of learn-
mg was solely dependent upon himself ; and
the degree of mental labour independently
parformed by him.  Inproof of this interesting
part of the snbject, a great number of mstances
were brougit forward, in which persons in the
humblest and most obscure sinsatious, had by
their own exertion, by “selltinstriction,” bc-
come persons of great usefulness aml aamnence
m various departinents of scienze or lierature,
Sir Iumphrey Davy, Waut, Ackwright, Simp-
son, Ferzuson, Burns, Allan Ramsay, Colnm-
hus, Shakespeare, and others, were very hap-
pily referred to; and the whale lectire was ad-
mirably adapted for encouraging the younyy,
and such as Jo not possess themeans of obiain-
ing collegiate instruction.  The whole was de-



