i

4)

THE CANADIAN EVANGELIST.

{Jaxtary 16th, 1881,

Glontributions.

The Order of Confirmation
Agaln,

It ja with pleasure that tho wrnter
notices tho criticrem of the Rev. Mr
Belt, on tho article which appeared
in a late nuober of the Chrstim
Evangelist. on tho Order of Contirma-
tion.  With the cxception of two or
thrco remarke, it is vwritten in &
sory hind aml courtcous #pint, au?
thougl tho writer eass lie has ** no -
tention ol entering wpon auy contro-
versy upon the sulject,” he surcly
will givo n candid oxamimation of th
briof renponee to what ho bas written
upou the sulject. It is not corrcct lo
say that Mr. Shoppard 13 borhing over
with rightcons iudignation at eoveral
unboly teachings of the Churels of
England; Lut, rather, that he, view.
ing with high respect tho many
pious, talented and learned men nwong
her clergy, the extensivo rehgious iue
fluouco sho cxcrts in tho world, her
rany beneficont and charitablo wsti
tutions, fecls a esncero regeet that her
usefulness among men and hor appro
val by the Saviour, shonll bo narred
and jmperilled by tho practics of ntvs,
whicliare not only * vurcaaptural, nuti.
scriptural and absurd,” but, in sowe
réspe cte, farcical,

Let it be understood that wo havo
not stated that the laying on of hands
js unscriptural, but that ueither our
modorn bishops nor any other digui
tary or ordinary layman hau tho powe

‘to communicato the extraordiuny

gilts, reaulting from tho receprion ot
the Holy Spint by tho laxig on o
hands, as did the Apusties Peter, John.
and Uan! at Samuria and Ephoesas ne

the fieat contury 3 nud onr objrctim e

that the Bistop referred to tho Seap.
tures vontaining theso records for his
authority whou conductivg tho Con.
firroation servico in Guelph, *t Aud
when Panl Jaid Lis hiauds wpon them,

tha Ifoly Ghost came an them, and

they spake with tongues and prophesien.”
This is ono of tho Bishiop’s prosf texts
for Coufirmation. Il the agoncy wore
authontativo and efiicient, where wete
tho mnnifoxt resulta? How toauy of
$boso confirmed ** spake with tougues
sud prophesied ¢ .

Bat, furthermore, our rev. critic
in the reforences ho Imakes to the
Beriptures, rnd to varions denomina.
tional writers, asgusxa that tho laying
on of hands and the Gedor of Coufirin-
ation aro indentical,

Tho following qnolalion is rather
strauge: “CQoncerniog iuwposition ol
haude, wo believe it was tho practice
of tho Apostles aud the primtive
clinreh to lay hands upon tho newly
baptized beliovera, and it should be
perpetunted 1 tho charch”  Jom
with tlus the following: **The wx
Priucipal Baptists took thowr vame
feom the six principles of Heb, vi. 1,2,
ono of winch was the doctrino of the
taying on of hands, i. 0., Conficmation.”
Notice, it 18 Mr, Balt who oites these
anthorities for what he designntes
Counfinnntion, and yot insteald of Iay.
ing hanls on *Aewly bepuzsd be
lievers the Bishop in Guaelph lad
hauds on these * bapuzal " from
foreteen to sixtéon yours ago, nnd
who wero only infsuts then aud not
balicvers,

Bav wo return o the Disine record.
As we stated inn the provious arhele, i
the Oulir of Conficmation which the
Rector ol Saclph assersa is a religions
peactice which was univeraaily observ.
ed by the carly Christiane, wtul which
to-duy seven out of every aght Chine-
tinun, at least, holl to ne & scrip
tural and apastolio ordinance, why,
i1 the nam2 of reacon nnd faith, in there
no wmention 1eado of it m tho Scrp.
tures eithar by precept or iu exsuply ?

Fninuates, to say that, 1w tho faceof n

Whero in God's Word is thero any
reforenco to godfatlers and god.
mothers ?

Wihero is tho chapter and vorso
that records that a Bishop eays tathose
baptized wm mfaney “aud ackuow.
ledging yongscives bound to behovo
and to do all those thwgs which your
godfathers and godinothers thon under-
took for yon "

Is 1t a breach of the mnth com.
mandment, as the 10v  gontleman

total abzence of Biblo proof, that the
Order of Confirmation as practised by
the B mscopp? ehinrel is unsenptueal ?
Wao think not,

Let us not coufound the ecriptural
accounts of thelaying on of tho hiands of
the Apostlea for the communication of
the Iuly Spint, nor tho same practico
i the ordmation of officera in tha
chiurch with what 3 claimed as aughor
sty for tho modern Ortor of Con.
fiexnation,

Lu the roven-cighths of all Chriatians
who holl Confirumtion as a scriptural
and apostohic ordinanee, wo suppose our
cntie wondes the Roman Catholic
abureh, which chnreh does not regard
it sunply as nu ordinance but re & sacra.
ment, mnd u its ndinisteation, accord-
wy to wy E.cyclopwolin; “ unction
wtd tho mign of tho crossars used ; aml
inrtead of 1ho iraposition of Landa, tho
{ crson conlimed receicés a httlo blow
on tho cheek, 10 remind hir that he
wmnst in faturo suffcr affconts for the
e of Christ”

In tho changes end modifications
iade in thia rito at the Reformation,
v beading object ia still in wew, aud
w8 fnr as the Order of Confirmntion ix
cmeerned thero 13 a8 1wuch senptural
wthonty for the blow on tho clicek as
for tho snporition of a Bishe p's hands.

In conclnrion, the wrter wishes to
e the cluygy twan who decioe hin
sgrere in bia previons remnrks on this
anbj-ct, 1hat by waxin his youth a zeal:
onx Episcopalian ; that he rccived all
bin fisst rdigious impressions in a horoe
nid in tho churches of that gect. Not
fur self-adulution, but fur trutl's eako,
l.e can covecicntionsly stato before God
thiat ho carly sought sfter God, and
yearued for a true and thorough con
version. At the proper age Le was
exawived by the Rector of tho chureh
ho nttended as u owndidate fur Cor.-
firmation,  With prayer and fusting,
and sell.exainimation, Lo sought to do
sverything the chnrch required. IHo
wan confirmed at 83, Mary's; Ishugton,
Ly Blowmiell, the Bishop of Londou;
from such teachivg ns that embodied
s the nddrean of the Bishop cf Niagara,
ho expected 1o recciva tho inspining
and converting power of tho Huly
Spirit from tho imposition of the
Bixhiop’s hards, Of course lhio was
digappminted, aud bis heart sank within
o, Ho reviewed and reviewed ngain
wind agnin all Jus thoughts and words
atnl deeds eonnected with his reception
wf tho rite to nacartain, if porsible, if
anything was lacking on lns part, but
m van, and was driven almost to dis-
traction. A fow yeara after ho wnan
mvited to attend tho servicos of the
bady ho is now connreted with, and
in spito of tho bitterest prejndico
agaiust anything that was outrido of
the clinreh of Lis fathers, i¢ was con.
vinced thas futh, repentanco and
baprian, as erjoined in tho preat cum.
wission, were tho requisitey for elitrch
tedlowabip aud union with Curist, and }
acted neeordiogly.  Ever vince, though
liw hnowa that the wajotity of profes-
sing Christians ara averea to the sin
plicity o Gospel truth, 1t hias been tns
hifv's work to promanlgate the truthe by
wineh ho Limslf wag Llessed, and
Liopes to do ro tho reridue of his days
{ v the good of his fellow an, and for

tho glory of God, I . Sugreann,

Patlent in Tribulation

F. SHEPPAND, WALKRRTON

Bo patient in your tribulations here,
For theso the faithtul Saviour has
forotold ;
Yct Ho las kindlz bid you have good
cheer,
For soon, like 1lin, you'll overcomeo
tho wotld.*

Fightiop, with valor, tho good fight of
faith,
Yield not unto the wily losts of ein ;
Tho contlict ends in viotory at death,
‘T'ho conqueror’s crown of lifo you'ro
suira to win.

Work with cuorgy in tho gospel field,
Colnatmmed by gratitude and ardent
ove,
Your .\\':llliug labors will a fragranco
Yiek
And gi}"o sweet memories to tho res!
abova.

Thongh weary with. the roughness of
tho way,
Aund tired of the pilgeim's lonely
toad,
Peess on ;=tho waniog light of ¢closing
day
But showa youro nearer to your
homo and God.

There with tho vast multitude, elothed
ine winte,
Who osmoe tbrough tribulations
great and sore,
You'il verve your God aud Saviour
* dny aud night,”
The Lamb of God aternally adore.

o ——

Minncdosa Letter.

Dean Evavgerisr,—It is now nearly
fonr mounths sinco I cawo hero. I
wish (o say I like'tho country; tho
climato ie all that could ba desired;
that season which wo called * Indian
smwomer” in Oatario, whon the sun
seemed to bo sliining through agolden
film, tinging every object with that
hue, is a epeciman of the weather wo
Uaé&“\:njﬂﬁﬁﬂroﬁghou’i." Wo hato
had somo frost and two or threo flurries
of snow; no steighing yet. No mud,
Rabbers are fittle used here. I hope
that fact will induco somo of the good
folks in tho Niagara District to “ got
out of tho mud " and * come thou with
us, and wo will do thiee good”; the
Liord is blessing us ; ** and whatsoaver
good thing the Lord will do nuto us,
the samo will wo do unto you."” The
land is fortile, produces abundant
crops; there wero 16,000 bushels of
wheat grown on one farm (section) in
this neighborhood. Ton years ago
thoro was just ono log-house lere;
now wo liave quite a town, and I thank
Minuedosa cxports more grain than
mauny of tho large towna in Oalario;
thore aro fivo or six buyers kept pralty
busy. But, if you aro not a missionary
man, wo have no unsejfor you. Wo
want you to come and work for the
Lord, and Mo will give you fraitful
seasons, Wo don't want you citheral
aon aro going to quarrel about methods
of work. The Lord has opened the
way for you cither to mako yarments
for tho neady or scll your properly and
put it into tho troasury, and go to
«xhorting sinners lo turn to the Tiord.
Ho hias uot definol whether you aro to
chop right-handed or left-handed, ouly
yout must chop, or oxhort, or make
garmeuta; and, if you do not, sowo
ano who doea will get your capabilitics.
I like tho people hero—aoverybody ia
kind, Tho littlo church hero i3 happy
in doing good decda Now it would
just do you good to bointhe preaches’s
houso somo times: the Leat of tho Lee!,
a haw, o chicken, a turkey, a pait of
delicious mitk, wood, cte.  Now, ““who
it such things into their heade?”
Tis the Ihblc, tho love of God,
tho blood of apunkling, that speak.
oth better things than that of Abel.
It is terriblo to bo clubbed this way.
1t Joes not causo one'’s blood to gointo

“@John xvl. 33,

tho ground that it shall ery unto the
Eord ; it moakes ono bleed ioternally,
and from our voor heart causoth
“many thavksgivings {o go up to
God” Sectarianism 18 uglier hero
than in awny place where I havo yet
lived. Buttho Mcthodist friends bave
shown ug kindnesz, Tho others aro
determined that wo must not livo here ;
they '"Take counsel agaivat ug,” huol
ug aud eay to tho peoplo: * Why heae
yehim"? I think the Lord will bring
us good out of tho evil So far the
result has been favorablo. Tt has
served also to draw out moro truth,
A now mission poiut is oponung, and 1
fiko the way it i3 opening.

Wo atartod n Sunday sohool shortly
after our arrival here, which 18 eliow-
ing evidenco of good fruit. Wo had
our Loliday entortaininent in common
with tho reat of thio folks ; it consated
of a programmo and a tree,  Wo had
& lonso full Our programue occu:
pied two hours. Therewere no sposchica.
Iivery recilation was well received.
Wo took n colloction and reccived $13
‘Tho only nppeal nfter tho programme
wae: ¢ Wo nsk you to Lielp our Sundsy
achool.” Tho treo produced over thirty
presenis. I helped to arrango it, wae
tho last to lecave tho house snd the
first to return for tho eutertainment.
I bad the koy, but somehiow that
trco budded, blossomod and bore (a
Persian lamb cap for royaelf and ono
tor Mrs. Lister. Now, children, dou't
you believo that Sania comes down
tho chimnoy ?

" A happy Now Yuar” to sll,

J. B. Lister,

Mnedosa, Muu,, Jan. 2, 1801,

QOur Literature in Japan.

To the Disciples in America s—

In Jupan as in Amorica and Europo
tho doctrines of philosophy and zeligion
aro row, comparatively speakiug, but
meagerly propagated by word of mouth.
Men profer to ait in their homos and
read books and papers; and in this
way obtain their knowledge, rather
than stand in tho market-places to
biear some stivorant lecturer.  Honce,
to moet the demands of this book.
reading nud journal-reading ago, books
and periodicals of all descriplions bave
been enormoualy multiplicd.

In Japan publicatious aro increas:
mg ot o wonderfulrato, Nearly ovory
ronth records tho Dlirth of & new
magazino or paper,  Espocially is the
religious soil prolific iu this dircction,
The missionaries woll know how
ongerly tho Japancso dovour books;
and equally awaro of the great domand
for readiog mattlar, thoy have, by help
froma tho churches at homo, sought to
supply thie demand.

No onoe among ue can possibly ques.

tion tho wisdom of putting our chuech
literatura into the Japanceo language.
io doing this wo can most effeotually
put the groat principles of our plea in
tho hLearts of this people—=especially
tho Christian peoplo. Of courso all
ceffortg in this direction at this carly
timo will necosaarily be feebla.  Year
hoforo last when thoe Methiodists begau
tho publication of their little raonthly,
a amall instalmont of the biography of
Wesloy was published each mouth in
Inglish,  This publication has con.
tunued night on, but has been translat
od into tho Japaneso langnage. Tho
Japaneso people, in this transition
period of their country's history, de.
vote industrious etudy to biograpby,
especially Liography of great roform.
era. What an juspiriog volume tho
« Mewmoirs of Campbell” would malke
translated into thio Japavasolanguage |
But at this time wo may not bo able
to asptre Lo 80 grand a work.

Bat wo Lave now bogun the publi.
cation of the monthly Christian Jour.

nal, n copy ol which we soud you.

Eacli month 1,000 copies aro fes=ed ;
aud, as far as possible, tho wholo
issno will bo distributed, roany copioa
as freo tracte, The publishing acd
mailing cost about $18C0 of our

mousy, the payment of which,l assnwme. -

That the Christian Journal may grow
to bo a means of great good ju this
‘and ig my cherished deesiro,

I send home this ciccular to intorest
the brethron in our publications in
Japan; aud {o solicit their co opera-
tiou 1 presenting, in this country, the
pr 1ciples of our ploa. I believe that
our Japavese bretbren, when they
sball have saficiontly inereased iu
numbers, will go forward in tho epread-
ing of tho Gospel as held forth by our
roformation. Dut just now, whon wo
ara eo fow in Japav, the work of put-
ting our literatnre into this langnage
st bo done largely by tho bretbren
at home.  Whilo the Christian Journal
is uow conducted by myself, yot it is
expected in tho not distant fucure
that it will pass into the hands of
tho Japanose brotbren. To this ond
tho prico of tlio subsoription has beon
putt within the reach of al), so that by
obtaining & largo subscription, the
paper may becomo eolf supporting,
aud thon pass to the management of
somo Japauese brethren,

But, that wo may begin {o publish
tho literatiro of our church now, we
solicit the bielp of the brothren at liowo.
‘This is the way : T.ct any brother send
us a tract or book which ho may do.
viro publishod, accompanied by wmonoy
to the amount of Lall of what it would
coat to get out an edition in America,
and wo will tragelato it and issue it in
a similar cdition here.  As tho trans.
tation will cost gomothing beyond our
own labour, all that is asked to meot
this expenso iy tho privilege of pub.
lishing in the Christian Journal any
part of tho tract or book. Wo lave
wanv splendid trrots at home whick,
1f trauslated into this language, would
secomplish groat good. Desides the
constant plea for tho union of all
Cliristiang, wo hao tracts and books
illustrating other equally -important
phases of Christian life, vir.: the
growth of spintuality and goodness,
aud tho difliculties and doubls which
arico in tho minds of many by reasea
of the scoptical and iofidel literatucs
which lins epread abroad. Hero is an
opetng to brethren who bavo means,
and whe¢ wish in thie way o bless tho
poople of Japav., Fraternally,

Tokyo, Japan. E. Sxovonass.

The Surprised Mobammedan.

Gu one ccersion, travelling in the
Barbary States with a  companion
who possessed somo knowledgo of
modi¢ine, we Lad arrived at a door
near which wo were about fo pitch our
tents, when a crowd of Arabs esur.
rounded ne, cursing and ewearing at
tho  *“rabellers against God.” My
friend, who spoke alittle Arabie, turning
round to un elderly porson, whoso garb
bestoko him a priost, said ;==

" Who taught you that wo wero dig.
bolicwers 2 Hoar wmy daily prayer,
and judgo for yonrselvos.”

Hothon repoated the Lord’s Prayer,
All stood amnzod and silest, till the
priest exclaitmed smm

“ May God curso me if ever 1 curse
again thoso who licld such belief ! Nay,
wore, that prayer shall bo my prayer
tll wy hour bo come. I pray pheo,
O Nazarcene, repeat tho prayer, that it
may bo romembered and wrttenamong
un in lettors of gold."—~TIlay's “ Western
Rarbrry”

Canecit may puff'a mian up, but nover
prop him wp. —Ruskin.

Bo loving, and you will never want
for love ; bo huable, and you will never
want for guiding. —Jlees MHuloeh,
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