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All the productions of nature—no matter | A0 llnslm)um (sxelton n the London Col- 8 4 Fhe couses producing such varieties of sta-
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whether we contemplate the curiously con-| 5 Datﬁsh female, nmned La Pierre . 7 o ]lureare nots anfined to man alone, butextend

structed fabric of animal bodies, the structure
of plants, or the rvegularly arranged particles
of mnerals—are 1 themselves pafect; and,
as if 1t were intended that the eye of every
observant being should be gratified, all we be-
hold seems to have bheen moulded in a easg
of beauty such as must in every instance ex-
eite admiration. In the vegetable kingdom—
from the onk of the forest to the gracefully
drooping willow of the valley, from the rarest

flower of the foreign climes to the most com-
mon weed—we behold the most sgrecable va-
rtety 5 so, tao, in the animal Kingdom—{rom
the lions and tigers which prowl through the
woods, down tothe hzards and serpeats that
creep along the grass or desert sands—{rom
the eagle that builds its eyrie on the loftest
clifl, down to the little humming-bird which
flits about hke a mote in a sunbeam—all we
see excites wonder and, admiration,  Yet,
amidst all that has been created, the Inuman
farm, by universal consent, has been esteemcd
the most sudmisables so just are all its propor-
tions; so exquisitely do they harmonize toge-
ther: and so obvivusly is the whoele stamped
with the expression of superior intelligence.
Let us then proceed to examine the varjous
peculiarities by which the human frame is dis-
tinzuished in difierent regions of the world,
The variable stazure of man first claims onr
attention.  In this conntry, the average heigln
of men is five feet eight inches ;3 ¥ the average
hetaht of women five feet five inches s and: i)
who exceed or are beneath either of these men-
surgments, may be comsidered above or below
the ordinary standard.  In the temperate cli-
mate of Earope, the stature of the human race
may be simd to vary from five feet and a balf to
six feei; but in the high nerthern latitudes,
where the growth of ammals and vegetables
15 checked by the intensity of the cold, the sia-
wre of man s low.  The Laplanders, Green-
Janders, and Esquimaux, me all very shor,
measuring only from foud 1o a little above five
feet; but there is no walormity between any
particuinr climate and variety of hawan st
wure. Itis true that the Laplander is shor,
but the Norwegian, living nearly in the same
latitude, is tall ; s0, also, winle the Hottentots,
Jiving in the sonth of Africa, are very short,
the Cafires, a neighboursing tribie, are tali, ru-
bust, and muscular.  Fn Asia, the Chinese
and Jupanese are nemly of the same stature
as ourselves; but the Mongals, and some other
tnibes, are remarkably short.  The inhabi-

But while ecall to recollection these and other
mEantic personages, we may also remember,
that o remarkable dinnution of stature s hhe-
wise frequently obsers able.
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In sume instances, these varieties of stature
cappear to have been herednary ; thas the father
rand sisters of the gigantic Rechardt, above
mentioned, were ggantic; the parents, bro-
tthers, and sisters of Stobenn, dwarfs,  Itas
cwell known that the K of Prossia had a
bady of giganhie guards, consisting of  the
stallest men who could be collectea fram all the
neighbonrimg countries. A regueent of these
men was stattoned, durmg iy years, at
Potsdam.  “And now,” says Faseer, ¢ agrent

+ number of the present whabuaues of that place

are wrgantie, wlieh i more espeaally siniking

finthe pumerons wigantic figmes of women,

and s certmnly owing to the connections and
mtermarnages of these tall men with the fe-
males of that town.”

All such cases, showing an excess or a dimi-
nntion of the developement of the human bo-
dy, may be regarded as irregulurines of natwe,
or as species of monstrosities.  Accordingly,
those men who have much exceeded the op-
dmary standard. are generally il proportioned,
and have not possessed strength corresponding
to their s1ze, m general, i ~uch cases, the
nervous system seems as f insatlicient to sup-
ply with muosenlar igour, or paellectual ener-
ey, the demnds of the pretenaturally sized
boady, Tt wmny indeed be remarhed, that 2 sort
of healthy balance should exist between mind
and matter 3 and of, therclore, fiom the origin.
al formation of the body, or fram habits of fux-
ury, the human frame make too great a demand
on the nervous influence by wiich all ns parts
are animated, the mind itself nust be enfee-
bled and vupired. Dwarfs ate, for the maost

ral tlamade; therr heads very lurge, and therr

through inferior races of animals; ns may bo
oliserved by comparing the small Welsh caule
with the Turge Hercfordshire cattle, or the
Shetland poney with-the tall-backed mares of
Flanderse Inthe interior of Ceylon, nccord-
ingto Mr. Peanant, there is a small variety of
the horse, not exceeding thirty inches in height;
s, too, in the Istand of Celebes, u race of huff-
aloes is found, not exceeding the size of our
common sheep.  The Paduan fowl, likewise, is
double the size of the common fowl; and we
are all aware how the Baatam breed is prized
for its superior size and strength.

The human race has been supposed to have
degenerated in statare ; many persons, indeed,
believe that men are now much shorter than
they were at aformer pertod i the history of
the world.  The Seriptural statement, that
there were gisnts 1 thuse days,” has indeed
given rise to much useless discusston ; for while
some bave nrnntained that all meu hefore the
deluge were giams, others have argued more
correctly, that no giants ever existed, hat that
the term simply refers to men noted for therr
crimes and the violence they committed.
There is certainly wo reason to suppose that
the general stature of man Jiffered before the
fiood from that winch we at present observe;
yet, that some few very maantic men did exist,
13 reeorded on anthentie testimony 3 nor, from
the wistauees wbove mentioned of men of ex-
traordiuary  stature, could such oceurrences
be regarded as manellons, or out of the ordin-
ary course of expentence. The remains of
Bayptian mummies preserved from the earli-
est antiquity prove satisfuctorily that the sta-
ture of the Fgyptians did nwt exceed the or-
duary height of the human race ; mapy of
these being five feet six inches, five feet ejght
inches, &ce. Besides which, from the helmets
aud breast-plates preserved, from the build-
ings designed for thew accommodution, and
from monuments and works of art that have
eseaped the vicissitudes of ages. we imay be
satisfied that men were not formerly any tal-

part, the vicums of disease 3 they are in gene-j lev than they are at present,

Inunense bones
fisw been dug up, and exhbited as the

hasve ofte

powers, phiysteal and mental, very feeble. It bones of men, which, on inspection, have pro-
unmvy be concluded, then, that fiw healthy well- | ved to be those of aninmls.  1n 1613, the bones
mude men, baving ali the attnbutes of theiryof the great giant Teutobueus, were shown
race, will be found to exist who are much,throngh BEurepe; but thiese, on inspection,
above or much below their felluy conntrymen. s turned out to be the bones of aun elephant. It
The eauses which praduce these varieties of is remarkable, that even the great natural his-
stature are nat well understaod |, but, doubtless, tonan Bufion fell wnto a similar blunder, which
asimple mode of life, nutricious sustenance, i hag been eorrected by Blumenbach.

and a salubrions mmo<phere, wall be found to It is a fashion with all pncls,}‘md with ear-
favour the (ull, healihy, and natural develope-; 1y Instorians, whe often encronch on the land
ment of the human body.  "The influence, -] of fable, to describe giams as vriginally com.

tants of America present us with very strilung

ueed, of these causes, may be well illustrated | posing the natons whose praise they sing, or

v 3 O ) ... »
differences.  In the regions north oL (nlll.'hl-l,’ by the following ohservations of the uaveller; Whose lustory they record; but such narra-
the tribes are v|cry x:n.ll': amang the (.hcrn!\ccsi Barraw :—+ ‘I'here is perhaps no nation onjtives are, for the most part, founded only on
many exceed the height of six feet, and ﬁ;\-‘ earth,” says he, “ that can produce so fine a’ popnlar traditions, which have been sometimen

are below five feet enght or ten inches. The
western Amertcans of Nootha Sound, near the
Columbin, are of low stature; so also are
many tribes in Seuth America.  The Patago-
suans, honweser, who occupy the north-eastern
part uf this country, are of prodigious stature;
most of them are six feet five or six inches,
and many cight feet high.

Tundividuals of very vemarkable height have
frequently existed, and sunong them the follow-
ing examples, wlich we believe to be well au-
thenticuted, may be adduced:—

.

& The late Dr. John Gordon of this aitv oheerves
that this mcasurement 19 rather above the average.

race of men as the Cafires, they are tall, stout, ! suggested by supersution, and not uufrequent-
muscular, well-made, excellent fizures; they ly by the premednated craft of mterested and
are exempt, indeed, from mauy of those eaus-+ beiter informed persons. To excite the en-
¢s whicli in mure civilized societies contribute ergies of the prople, and to gond then on to
1o ampede the growth of the body 5 their diet war, their leaders often represented ther ene-
1ssunple, thur exereise of a salutary nature ;3 mies to them as gigantic beings, who would
their body 1s nesther eramped nor covered by destroy them, unless they prepared themselves
clothing; the air they breathe is pure; ther for the most enterprising and dunng feats.
rest 1s not disturbed by violout love, nor their, Every poetic hero or heroine is yet expected
minds rufiled by jealousy; they are free from | to undertake some marvellons achievement—
those heentious appetites wiach proceed fre- | to encounter some appalling danger—to sur-
quentfy maore from a depraved smagination, [ mount some tremenduus abstacle: hence, in
than a real natural want;theis frame is neitiier | Fleteher’s introducetion to the Worthy Citizen
shaken nor cuervated by the use of inoxiea- | and his Wife, the Kniglit of the Burning Pestle
ting hquors, which they ure not acquainied ! is made to ask what the principal person of




