
.i ILTHERE is one advantage iii writing a
:nonthly review': events have time ta
assumie their correct proportions. XVe
discover, whien the flash of ininmediate

enthiusiasmnis past, wvhen the days slip into
weeks, whicli of the many evcnts or funictions
hiave left niast impression tipon us, and how
niuch hias îodged itself in our memiories as
unforgetable.

To hear Melba sing, and Bernhardt speak,
and Paderewvski play, these were surely the
chief" 1 «orth wvhiles " of the scason, since
the marvellous liquid notes af the songstress,
the vibrant, seductive, pleading voice of Uic
actress, and the masterful toucl i of th
mnusicianl, linger in our memory altvays.
. Yet, enjoyment as great, and possibly
Iiier in degree, came to many in the brul-
li=nt audience assembled in the Massey Hall
on that late ;Iarch evening iwhen Il he Mes-
siahi " wvas rendered with Albani as the prima
donna soprano, and for lier aides tlîat swvQet-
voiced contralto, Madame Green, and Messrs.
J arvis and Salmond.

"'Thle Messiahi " is beyand criticisni ta
those whlo love it. Like the 23rd Psalni or
the 14tl chap. Of St. Johin, it ranks among
the reverences of thîe reverent, and from the
poorest rendering some degree af pleasure,
arising from association of beautiful miusic
and inspiring words, mîust be extracted.

But ta listen wliile it n'as sung tlîat niglit
wvith Uhe support ofisweet and capablesoloists,
a vast, full-voiced choruis, and the beauty aof
thîe Easîer seasoiî close upon us, ivas an in-
spiration nat ta be forgotten.

Whetlier it wvas the presence of tie famous
artistes, thîe brilliancy of the beautiful hall,
the sense af poiver in the great choruis, the
near approacli af thîe sacrcd season, or that
ail aof these worked thvir spell,-certainly it
seemied as though the rich passion and
triumpli of the music swvept through
singers and hearers lifting tlîem up into
mood exultant, into sense ai victory untold.
Tliere ivere uia jarring notes that niglit, no
strain, no sense of wveakness. Solo responded
ta solo in thiose beautiful recitatives, and the
great chair caughit up tile strain in grand
acc lanmation.

Possibly thîe inspiration ai thîe evening lay
ini the sense af power, ai ability ta initerpret
without falter or strain thie magnificent music
af thîe composer; solo followed solo, ecdi
ringing swveeter as the splendid vaices wvhiicli
hîad iited thîe beautiful familiar airs thîrough
years ai oratorio singing, cauglît up the
strain; but certainly chorus aiter chorus
seemed ecdi fuller and richer thian the hast,
until tlîat splenldid '' Unta us a Clîild is bonii"
rang- out in a miglity shaut ai exultation
whlichi moved and thrilled the people.

The accenltuating point came with the
Hallelujahi Chorus,' wvhen, with the first ex-

iiltant wvord, the audience rose and remainied
.stauiding througli ail thîe pzean of praise.

It wvas possibly as brilliant and inspiring a
scene as the Toronto musical wvorld lias
known,-the beautiful arc-lit hall ; the stage
witlî its mass ai wvhite-gowned singers, its
orchestra, and thie tinted robes ai the two
prima donuas ; the vast, brilliat standingé:
audience ; thîe stranig, Ixultant chords af the
tniumphiant chorus, carricd higlier, hîiglîer,
speeding in grand repetition, pausing, and
swelling out inta a full last strain. It wvas
a niagnificent tnibute ta the national anthcmr
ai' thie King of kings.
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A ne%% generaticun ai singers is rising
among us, freslî-vaiced yoting souigsters w~ho
are preparing ta take the place ai those
wlhose toiles timie touches a little harshly or
wvearily. There is nothing more pathetic
titan thuat uncertain note or liard strain ini the
voice once ireshi as a bird's.

It bas beeuî my pleasure ta listeut ta a
nunîber ai the an-corning yoting singers ini
Toronto during the past season. 1 spoke aof
one, Miss Bonisaîl, hast nuonth. Recently 1
lieard aniother, Miss Alice McCarron, a1 v'ry
sweet mezzo-soprano.

This maonth we give portraits ai the Verdi
quartette; four young singers uider thîe
tuition ai Miss Normia Reynolds, wlio have
met wvith warni acceptance la church and
parlour conîcerts dariuig the wvinte.- iontlîs.

Thîey sing witli expression and in excellent
form, sliowiing evidence ai carefuil training
and wvork.

Miss Elda Idle lias a flexible liighl sopranio,
wliich she has wvell under cnntraI. lier e\e-
cutian is excellent. Miss Mlima Lund lias a
contralto ai splendid lawer range ; whiiîe
Mýessrs. jahunson and Stutclîbury give gaad

promuise fc.r the future, siuîce inî each case thue
voices arc very pure ini tane and ful ai' music.

These young people are ail utider ttveuty-
anc. They sing hii-class music, and are
altogeter an attractive quartette.

To hiave seeui and hecard Paderewski, this
mani whio lias set ail the musical wvorld astir,
and moveh thie unmus*cal world, that yet
loves scnsat*ons, ta liera worshiip, is sorte-
tiing. But ta attcmpt a criticism ai Padte-
rcwski, aiter the pages t'mat hiave beeui de-
vated ta an anahysis ai luis genius and luis
unique personality, wvere absurd.

Massey Hall wvas dimmied semnewvlat on
thiat, eveniuug ta suit the pianist's fancy he
arched ridgcs ai bel]l igluts above thue plat-
form twiil<led and wvent ont ini obedience ta
thie electrician's touch, tlirowving thue great
seage into shadow and giving an added totîcl
ai isolation ta the solitary hittle figure at lits
instrument.

Such an odd ittle figure it wvas, seated ini
a low-cushionied chair in front of the big
Steinvtay, vhiose size, togcUucr wvith the
vastness ai the sliadowvcd stage, servcd ta
accentuate tllw slender yonng farm wvith the
tossy map-huead and tile camnea face.

It really bears absurd likeness ta a ragged
chrysanthemum, that profile shiaded withi thie
shîaggy forclock and crowned îvitli Uhc

cuiousitly tinted nîaop, every lu tir (if Wlîil
sceui liag. n itlî the dcct r; % ilai ceil
out and don inta 'lie fi rugeu .1%.

Ivce recali the Sauuison cpisode, anid lmis-
cluievously long for cisrif sa bie tlîat WC
niay Jiscover wvhether Pauderewski shorn be
yet Paderewvski ; or is tliat woniderhîi îniop it'î
elect rie dynaîîîo charged wvith mîusical gîilius?
AIl manner of sucli abisurd cosnccits drift
thurouglu otur thiauglît, whuile %sirel)- and mo~re
surely tile great player i% drawing lis bencath
thîe spell afi his marvellous gi.

And, then, it is his lbands that attract us,
woniderful lîands are thlese, tirsil, Weil de-
î'eloped, a study of gracious eturves, and,
verily, instinct withlife. They are nliaster,
hantds, thuat controI even as tlle hivpslitilt
contraIs his subject. 1'hcy doîîiiîî;ate tic
great instrument ; pouriiîg int il andc~k

1 ig again frani it dte interpreting genius oi
thueir owvur.

Thait ast fanicy carnes furtler. Paderewvski
does nat 1 play ' ; ane never tluinlis aif dis-
Clssing Ilis * execution' oir 1 toile.' 1-1e
pours lus own spirit into the instrunment, lie
donsiuiiatcs and contraIs it «.% .Svcn.ýra/i did
Triby, and it respouids penfcctly.

1'hat is vhîy thase graceflul, siretigtlhftl
lands are so marvellouisly expresive, evcnl
ta thlIiîgering uplifting beineatli wvhich ilie
ast toile draps iîîta sleep.

F or the res,-to sec 11-tt youing forni so
slenderly fasliioned, with the foreign spirit-
tielle face, t'le bizarre hiair, thie niagnetie
liands, the absent, indifférenit ina îiuîier, seat%.J
in lus low chair, playing on and on for long
hautrs wiihi neyer a nuote or scri l efore liii
plaving as thougli lie were creatinig, mui-
provising, dreaming thiese genus of the mvas-
ters rather thian interprehing ; ta litutn as%
tihase wvon.herful liands call out tie bird song,
ring out sweet belîs, sounld thîe piaian, stor ni
defiauîce, sweil in triuimph, breathe ini far-oti
peace, mun thîe entire ganîut ai emiolion,
hiunan and divinie,-this is W~orth while, and
thuis is Paderewski.

The nienibers af the cho~ir and Suudaliy-
school orchestra of the Churcl i' fIle Re-
deemer intend giving tliisye'îr, as lieretofore,
a grand conîbinied concert.Th prcia
number on the programme wvill he Nlac-
farren's cantata Il MNay Day," wlhicli will be
giveui by the chair withi orchestral accomi-
panimient. The beauties ai tlîis work are
uuany. Thue chuoru.ses are stirring, tuieful
and harnioniaus, wvhile the orchz-stral accoin
paninuent is ail thiat coulch be desired. lit
addition ta this, a iiiiscell-îneaus programme
ai part sangs, orcliestral selections and solos
will be gvn

Iheauunouincenieuut that the "Stabat N.l.ter"
is ta be given early ini June, with tie best
possible resource ai foreiguî artistes, aided by
the Toronto Pliilliarrilonic anJ au es.pccial
orchestra, lias excited great interest in musical
circles, proiessional and amateur. Ros;sinli's-
nuagnificeni. work is ail tao litile heard ;yec
feiv af us have flot beeuî tplified by thec ln.
flamniatits,' anîd ta lîcar thîis inspiriuig solo
carried by tie sitvery v'oice ai Nardica highi
above the splendid supporhîug chorus and
orchestra ii be somieîing« to, dreani Over.

A pretty lullaby, II Moîlier's Preciauis," biy
Flora Arthur, a yauing sister of aur gifted
Canadian ;tctrcss!, lias just been puflislied.
The soothing and mielodiotis music i.s '%er>
creditable ta the> oitlifuil conuposer a.uJ ani-
naunlces for lier a1 liighit cancr for the future
ini the musical wvorld. Thie n%,Irdsare wvrittenl
by Julia Arthui. ANMAT]ILîI.


