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THE CANADA LUMBERMAN.

CHICAGO SHINGLE TRADE.

*Tho movemont of shingles in the Chicago
markot during 1885 was something renmrkaplo
—not on account of tho large comparative
amount handled, for much less than 1884, but
bocauso it waa so disappointing of expectations,
and 8o unovenly distributod through the year.
In 1884 tho sales and shipmonts of shingles
from tho yards of this vity reachod a total of
1,007,458,385, while in 1885 the total wasbut
662,240,011 or nearly 400,000,000 less, This
comparatively meagre novement of shingles
from Chicago yards is auother proof of what tho
ZLumberman declaved throughout 1885, that the
strictly rural or farmers’ demand for yard stocks
was small in proportion to the city demand,
Where thero is a heavy distribution of lumber
into country distiicts, there is a proportionate
largo call for shingles. Thero mav be a groat
consumption of lumber in city bulding, but
since o largo majority of urban houses aré
covered with other roofing material than wood,
there are fower shinglos required than in coun.
try building.

The Chicago trade in shingles in 1885 started
out with sales and shipments of but 1,675,336
in January, and 5,310,500 in February, as com-
pared to 26,767,246 and 82,139,000 in corres.
ponding months of 1884, But iu March of last
year the demand for shingles took a epurt, and
the yardsin that month got rid of 116,071,976
as comparoed to 66,823,747 in March 1984, This
oxhibit shuws again how lively the wholesale
yard trado wasin March last year, and how it
was largely the result of a country demand,
which always calls for a greater proportion of
shingles than the city trade. But after March
the shingle trado last year fell off s2dly in com-
parivon with the year previous. In July it
amounted to but 3,699,350, while during the
samo month in 1884 89,116,955 were disposed of.
During December, the last month of the year,
the amount moved out of the yards was
about the same a8 the year before, namely, 14,.
246,009,

It is probable that no Qifference in the prices
of shingles caused the relative difference in dis.
tribution between the two years. The supply
in 1884 crowded the market more than it did in
1885, receipts in the former being 835,528,000,
and in tho latter 770,727,000, We are forced to
tha conclusion that the falling off in the shingle
trade last year was wholly owing to a relative
declino in the strictly rural demand for both
lumbor and shingles.—Northwestern ZLumber-
man.

PRESERVATION OF FORESTS.

The rapid destruction of the forests of Now
York state, aud the consequent droughts in
summer and destructive floods in spring, led
last spring to the appomntment of a forestry
commission, whose fitat report has been pre-
sonted to the State Legislature, They remark
that it has not been possible for them to more
than familarize themsclves with their duties,
and to acquire knowledge as to the wents and
dapgers of the forests through the intelligent
exertions of spacial agents under theirdirection,
The Commission ask time to prepars and pre.
sent o further report, and recommend certamn
amendments to existing laws, such as tho pre-
vention of forest fires, trespassing on forest
lands of tho stato, and tho removal of timber,
the injury of forests by railroad, and a provis.
jon for the conveysnce of certain lands now
forming part, bat it is believed by the Commis-
xion erroneously, of the forest preserves, Our
neighbors are taking active and practical steps
to remedy a scrious evil, In Canada we are
already broxigﬁ;,fgco-to face with a problem of
a similar charsctex-—tiow to provent tho rapid
destruction of our'forests without rotarding the
settlement of our wild lands.  Hitherto the
object of the Crown Lands Departments in
Ontario and Quobec has boon to dustroy the
.forests witl, all possible speed. No settler
could acquire atitle to his property without
rerroving from its surface at least ten per cent
of thestanding timber within a period of two
or three years, even thuugh, in its removal, he
should find it necessary to burn tho {orests for
miles around, Failuro to destroy tha timber
entails, 1n tho Provincs of Queboc, confiscation
of the property and forfoituro of the amount
paid forit, aud of all improvements, It sy

yet dawn on the minds of thoss who manage
the public domain that the foreats are not only
‘s sourco of public wealth, but that they are
necewsary to protect the country from disastrous
floods in epring, and parching droughts in
summer.

Lately a disposition has beon manifested to
oxclude parts of tho cuuntry, which are mainly
valuable for their pine forests, from acttlement.
It bas been fouud, as the result of a painful
and costly oxperience, that to sell a lot in such
» district to a settler is to destroy pineries of
inestimable value, It has taken a long time to
got this idea into the beads of Crown lands
officials, but the fact that they havelearned a
a losson, cven at the price which has been paid
for it, gives roason to hope that they, or their
successors, may yot realize tho importanco of
presorving our dimivished and diminishing
forests before they coaso to bo any loft to pre-
serve,—Otlawa Journal,

FORESTRY.

Tho nocessity of the preservation of forests
is concedod by all civilized nations. So
pressing has become the necessity of restricting
this waste 1n other countries that lawa have
been onacted for that purpose by several of the
governments of continentzl Europe,

The bureau of the forest administration of
France reports that the Fronch forests yield an
anonual surplus of about $3 500,000. It states
that France has about 17.3 per cont. of her
superficial area in forests, The public or do-
main forests amount to 10.7 per cent of the
forest arca.  The forests of Algeria are new
and undeveloped as yet, and are a charge upon
tho state to the extent of £300,000, and in spite
of this burden the care of the forests clear
annually $3,600,000 above expenses; and while
securing this handsome revenue France is se-
curing by the maintenance of her forests the
best climatic conditions for the health of her
people and the success of her agriculture, and
is preserving the flow of her atreams in a con.
dition serviceablo to agriculture, manufacturers
and commerce. v

Efforts are now being made by prominent
naturaliais in England to make the forests and
woodlauds of that country more productive by
the establishment of a public foreatry school.

The United Kingdom bas about 3,000,000
acres of forest and it is eatimated that in the
colonies belonging to the empire there are no
less than 340,000,000 acres of woodland.

So far is this, however, from being generally
recognized that there is no place iu England
where pupils can learn the principles of forest
conservation and management, and the officers
intende? for the Iudian Forest Service are sent
to the French forest school at Nancy to be in
structed, while the public woodlands in Cypress,
at the Cape of Good Hope, ave intrusted to the
care of foreigners, for want of British subjects
capable of lookiug after them.

To show the advantages which would follow
the adoption of a botter syatem, Sir John Lub-.
bock, the distinguished naturalist, moved lately
in the British Houso of Commons that & com-
mitteo be appointed to ascertain whether the
forests and woodlands of Ingland could be
made more productive of by the establishment
of a public school of forestry. such a3 now oxists
in nearly every other cwilized country. He
said that tho interests of Great Britain on the
subjoect are really greater than that of any other
nation. He cited tho examplo of the Landes, a
vast plain on the west coast of Franco which 30
years ago was a marshy waste, over which a fow
shepherds, perched on long stilts to keep them-
selves out of the imud, and drove therr poor
flocks, but which is now, thanks to Brementier,
who took the first step towards its reclamation
by planting a fow maritimo pines along the
sand hills which line tho shore, ono of the most
prosperous districts in the Republic, busy with
the manufacture of turpentine and timber from
more than » hundred thousand acres of rocently
planted forest, and officially rated as having in-
creased in valuation about $200,000,000 within
less than o generation. To thia illustration ho
added ono more for the recont history of Indis,
whero 15 yoars ago the annusl publio rovenue
from forcat proporty was $110,000,

Goon aftsr that timo an Indign Forest Do-

partment was established, which provides
expert direction for the maintenance and
increase of woodland, and tho forest revenue
bas sinco rapidly increased, amounting now to
more than $2,000,000 a year, or about 20 times
as much as 1t was just before the catablishmont
of the Forest Department.

In seconding the motion of Sir John Lubbock,
Dr. Lyons remarked that tho best authorities
now believo that 1n order to keop a cultivated
country in tho most productive condition from
one-fourth to one-third of its area should ba
covered with woodland, as a protection; and
Mr. Gladstons, whose fancy for wielding an
axo is woll known, showed his knowladge of
the subject by remarking, in answer to a rather
personal allusion from one of the speakers, that
the judicious felling of trees is necessary to tho
proper mnintensnce of o foreat; and that
nothing tended more to perpetuate the neglect-
ed and useless condition which educated for-
esters obsorved in English woodlaud than the
saporstition of the owners, who looked upon
tho cutting down of a treo es a sort of sacrilege,
instead of the means of developing the saplings
about it,.—Ezchange.

OIROULAR SAWS.

I. T. Landon writes in Cabinet Making and
Upholstering: Wo cannot do much sawing
until we have got o saw in and set it to work.
But I beliove we have already dono that. The
table and arbor and saw are in due position.
Tho saw plateis porfect.  Tho teeth ave filed
and set, and we are standing with coat off and
sleeves rolled up waiting for a job to try and
sco what we can do. Well, here comes tho first
job., A very simple one if we knew how to do
it. A square stick to be split from corner to
corner. Don’t set your gauge that tips, to a
miter, and fasten on a block to the table to keep
it from slipping down, but just measure across
with arule from corner to corner and set your
gaugo to half the distance allowing for the
width of saw kerf. Tip the piece to be sawed
up on the corner and bring the other corner up
to the guage, 1o that when you push it up to the
saw the saw will cut in the centro of the corner
that isup. Hold the stick frraly in that posit-
ion till the whole length of the stick is sawed
and you find the piece very nicely eut from
corner to corner. Any number of pieces may
be sawed in that way with no more trouble than
wawing straight flat work ; only you must keep
tho stuff up so the saw will always cut exactly
through the top corner.

The next job that comes along1s this: A man
has a round tank to build that 1s smaller at one
end than at the other, and the atavesallof 2
a1ize, There are two ways to do thus job; bat
oue is better thau the other. With eithor wo
must saw o pattern, Afterthe pattern is nicely
made put the small end up against the gauge
and measure off the width of the wide part of
tho stave between the saw and the pattern,
keeping the pieco to bo sawed up close to the
pattern and oven at one ond or the other, push
through steadily and you will find that you will
have sn exact duplicate pattern. Turn the
pattern for every piece you aaw and your stuff
will come out even. Tho other way is to lay
your pattern on and mark out every pieco by it
and saw by the lines, This line sawing isa
nice job, and there aro but very few good line
sawyors in the market. Unless tho stock is
knoity and you are obliged to mark out every
piece to save stock, it is much betterto zaw
with the pattern against the gauge. Where
thore ia plenty of carriago sawing you may find
good line sawyors, bub in ordmary shops - tho
good onos are few and far between,

While speaking of line sawing I will offer a
fow suggestions about it. Never take a hoard
or a plank up and stand on one sido of it if you
wish to come anywhero near the line for any
distance.  Hold the prece to be sawed directly
jn front of the saw, and when you start in
strike tho line fair and square in the contre. If
yoi are not much used to sawing, push along
tha work caretully so you may keep directly on
tho line. Don’t puth along heedlessly and then
condemn the saw for spoiling the work, when &
littlo patience aud care would have savad both
the atock and bad words too, If you saw the
first cut well, you will gain confidence; only

don's Iot yous confdehiwlfha you Lato chislese

ness, With this kind of sawing, especially,
there mist be care taken till you know just
how to do the work well, Thon you cango
ahead and do it fast.  But always be sure you
cando it well before you try to rush it. Band
sawing is a splendid achool for line sawyers,and
yet there is & difference in sawing to a line with
the diffevent kinds of eaws,

I ought to have said when speaking of saw-
ing stuff cornerwiso, that tho same principle
might be used in sawing square timber if we
did no¥ want to go to the middle. Run a gauge
along cu two sides of the stick, measure tho
distance from the corner to the guagoe line, and
get the saw guage just that distance, turn the
stick up till the saw cuts the line, which follow
closely and the work will come out good overy
time, Lot's go into a place now wheie they aro
sawing large ciroulars like freight car rafters
out of good hard oak or ash planks. You will
seo a lot of heavy planks two inches thick piled
up with a circle marked on the edge of each
one just the shape of the top of the rafter.
They are all sawed to this line and piled up
again by the saw bench where a curved gusgo is
koupt and used for just this purpose.

After adjusting the gauge a little the planks
aro pushed thrcugh as ensily as if they were
straight pieces; every one has the right curve
and they go directly to the molder to be finish.
ad cornered. Thisis work that might be done on
band saw, but if it was done there each rafter
would have to bo marked out by a pattorn ; the
work can be done faster on a circular saw than
with a band saw. There ia of courss a limit to
using the circular saw for cutting carved work,
but where tho circle is large enough the circular
saw does tho work quicker aud belter,

A vast amount of beveled wdrk, as well as
cutting stuff at all possible angles, can be done
on common.wdoden top saw teniches, if we only
have the ingenuity to get up romo simple rigs,
which, once-tiade, are of great valuo for joba
that otherwise would be long and tedious.
Two grooves in the top of any saw table will
put almost any one in the way of doing a great
variety of very nico: work.

THE LUMBZR TRADE.

A shipment of 150 standards of white pine
has been mado from Ottawa to Liverpool via
New York on a through rate of Ireight of 70s.
A Norwegian vessel has been chartered to take
on & cargo of lumber and deals at Quobeo for
London st 20s, lumber, and 50s. deals. ‘The
outlook is certainly favorable for a good lumber
trade during tho coming season, both for export
and home consumption. A lecal dealer stated
that ho had guod reasous for believing that
building in Montreal would be fairly active
during the present year.

transactions in lumber that has taken:place
there for a long time past, the salo being made
by the Carleton Lumber Company to D, H,
McEwen, of St. Paul, comprisiog 1,500,000 fect
of lumber to be delivered in St. Paul within &
month, Reports from Detroit stato that the
prospects for the coming season are bright and
that operators are very hopeful.—Trade
Bulletin, ,

A SILLY SUPERSTITION.

Queesc, Jan. 27.—Hector Bouchard, who
is imployed intho shanties Jof Messrs, Prics
Bros,, at St. Etienno, on the Sagueny, was in-
stantly killed on Sunday by the discharging of
agun. It appears that it is the babit of those
shantymen to blow in tho barrel of a gun,
believing, through superstition,.tliat any re-
quest they ask will be gianted by performing
this strango froak, which is enacted by placiog
a cap on the nipple, and whilo tho performer is
in the act of blewing in the muzzle to pull the
trigger and fire off the cap. If the performer
displays any fear his prayer will not be answer-
ed, ho being regarded as unfaithful. It was

,during this performanco that the gun, which

was  loaded, suddenly discharged aud tho
bullet entering Bouchard’s mouth and coming
out at tho back of his head, killed him instan.
tanconsly.

Tae Grand Rapids Chair Company has
bought §,000,000 feet of maple logs st Kalkas-
ks, Mich., paying $4 a thovsand for theam:

Advices from Duluth report tho heaviest -




