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TORONTO ACADEMY LIBRARY.

T the Lidutor of the Record.
Dear Siny—

Will you nllow me space enongh in your .

columns to ackuowledge certain benefactions
which have receutly been made to our Juvenle
FLabrary—tminly through the Kimd exertions of
Mrs Feson, dunng hee Fite viag to Scothand —
That Iady has just placed i my hands about o
hundred well wefected volumes, for the use of the
young persons tesdent i the Academy, together
with & sinall batanee of money, which s also to
be applicd in the putehase of hooks, lor the same
puepose, I find from the mamoranda wineh
Mes F. b s handed me, that our kind beacfactors
ate Lady Foulis, the Misws Ruthetford, aud
Me, and Miss Bailie, of Edmburgh ; the Misces
Spreull, and Mr<. Mitcliell, of Glasgow 5 the Rev.

J. Lewis, of O.miston 3 Alexamles Thomson, |

Enq., of Banchory ; the Rev, Mr, Davidson, Mr.

and Mes, Spark, Mes, Rewd, Mr. A Leshe, My,

Henderson, Mr. Inglie, and Mr. ‘Fhom, of Aber-
deen 3 Miss Nonan, of Dublin.
together with Mrs, Esson, T wonld respeerfaliy
offer our sincere shanks, 1 must also state, that
sinlar acknowledgments are due to Mrs. Walks,
and Samnel Spreull, By, of ‘Toronto, for severl
very appropriate worhs, wlich they have lately
presented o our Labrary.
I remaim, dear Sir,
Yours fauhfully,

Anex. Gars,
Toroxvo Acaneywy,
Norember, 1550,

The Record.

TORONTO, DECEMRBER, 1850,

OUR HOME MISSION.

. Glasgow, 25th Oct., 1850,
My Dear Sig.—

1 undertand that youhave been appomted
Convener of the Home Misston Comuntice of the
VPreabyterinn Church of Canada, in the to0m of
the late Mr. Robb.

1 daresay you wili have anticipated what T am
now o announce to you, namcely, my resiygnation
of the apj.ointment which 1 held, as Supersntend-
ect of the Sclieme of which yeu are Convener,

1 aseure you that, when my Preshytery agreed
10 releasc me from my charge at New Cumnock,
1 had o other intention than to proceed 1o Ca-
nada, and to endeavour to fulfil the dutics of my
new office.  But subsequent events hgve indeced
me to adopt a ditferent procedure from what 1
intended.  ‘The principnl of these events, wasihie
lamented death of my dear and honored friend,
Mr. Robb, of Hamilton. I mav state that 1 have
given information 10 the Colonial Comminee of
what Lhave done, and they are perfeetly satisfied
as to the propricty of my conduct.

Allow me farther 10 say, that thouph, in the
meantime, circumstances have occurzed to detain
e at home, yet 1 feel, and I teust will continue
10 feel,a warm jntepest in the welfare of he
Presbyterian Churchof Canada. May God bless
and proeper her, and make her an instrumient of
grace and salvation to multitudesof sinncrs,

1 am, my dear Sir,
Yours most truly,
GiLBERT Jonsstox.
fiev. Mz. Gars, Toronto.

As the whole Church is interested in the mat-
ter of the superintendency of the Home Miseions,
and hasfong been kept in suspense respecting it,
we thiok it best 10 communicate in the Record,
2 letter recently seceived from the Rev, My,

Aud 1o thew, |

Johneton, in whicli he intimates his resignation
" of the offies of superinteindent, to which e was
appointed, with the concurtence of the Columial
Commiittee of the Free Chureh, some twelve
tonths azo.  This appmntment, from wlich so
much was eapeeted by many of us, having thus
fuled, we shall no farther referto it than to state
“hat at the recent mecting of the Synod's 1, M,
Committes, we had no inforinaion whateser
regard 10 Me. Johindton'sintentiony shiaving meres
ty leurned from the newspagrers that the Presby«
tery of Ghisgow had agiced to moderate in a cull
to Inu, at the request of theie congregation at
Giovan,

The vecasion, however, seciits to ud a svitable

"der tlus eat department of the work comnits
wd to hee. Its magnitade and importance, as
well asats peealiatities, ure, wesuspeet, not very
fuily of sastly estimated, even amoangst vugselves,
and nrach less so, by our fiiends at a distauee,
The fegsfative and adaunistrative powers of the
Church bemg sested mthe pastors and elers of
particuiar congregations it alinost unavoidably hap-
! pens that these congregatens,f they d s nat wholly
¢« engrose, engage at least the prineipal care and at-
s tentton of enr Chureh Courts. It is also to be

: oherved, that miintsters and olders, called in the .
. providence of Gnd to exercise their offices i this |

{ young community. are prone to follow toe closely
the presaiipt.ve masons and views and practices
i of ufficial duty, prevailing in old and settled com-
lmuni:ies, not distinctly apprehiending the totally
! new aircumstances for whicl they have to consult
' and act here.
It is, we ate persuaded, mainly through the
influences thus indicated, that our Home Mie.
. sion Scheme has all along held nothing more at

t1he best than a seconlary place in the counscls |

and operations of the Presbyteries and Synods of
“out Church, and that it has heen considessd very
; respeciably provided for, in having the mere
1 erumbs from our table allotted to jt. It is these
influences that have readesed the regulation re-
quiring of every probationer, previously to his
pastoral sctilement, a year's missionary service,
little better than a2 nullity ;—that have made so
many of our ministers and congregations so back-
ward and grudsing in extending a week or two's
service to the H, M. field by settled pastors ; and
that have led sone to resict, and many to ques-
tion, or regard as a matter of indiffetence, or as
' a devout imagination, the proposal of seeking vut
and setting apart, one, two, or more ministers
of suitable gifts and expericnce and deyotedness
t for this departmient of the work.
1f such has beca the case amongst ourselves,
instead of wondering or complaining, that our
friends in Scotland and Jrelaud have done so lit-
tle for us,—or that Mr. Johnston shou'd haye so
promply preferred the pastorate of the little flock
at Govan,—or that the Preshytery of Glasgow
were 30 unliesitating in acceding to their demand
for @ moderation,—or that the Colonial Committee
so teadily ard fully approved of these proceed-
ings,~—we should rather esteem it 2 ground of spe-
cial gratitude, and a proof of their evangelintic
! spirit, that they have done 20 much.

one for calling upon the Church seriously to cone |

| We have learned, indeed, on good authority,
that some of the leading people in the Free
; Churcl are disposed to langh at our appuinting &
superintendent for our Home Misionary opera.
. tions 5 regarding it s a measure unpreshyterinl in
“ita nature aud  tendencies, and altogether super-
fluong, seewg it properly belongs to the Presby-
tenes (o discharge the duties, intended to be de-
volved it the superintendent.  But this manifes-
tntion of opimon need not greatly surpsise uor
offeml ug, and fur less shake our confidence in the
judgmiens of tiie Synod. 18 is easily accounted
for. ‘The title of superiniendent, not pethaps very
biappily cliosen, misy have startled some of our
_fiiends, as involving some prelatien} import ; and
very prohably also, they have had the scheme re-
" presented to then as designing to invest that
officer with some prelatical powers. This, of
course, is altopgether a mistake 5 and we would
respeetfully inform our friends at a distance, that
the superintendent, according to the views of (he
Synod, was to be wholly under the direction of
the Preshytery within whose hounds he should be
lahouring—receiving his instructions from them,
and duly reporting all his procredings to themn.
Aud it may not be superfluous farther to assure

our {ricnds, that for mere coloniste, net a few
amongst us sull retaina tolerably well considered

and decided attachment to prestiyterianivm, and a
tolerably clear perception also, of the constjiu-
itionnl juriedietion of preshyteries. It would be
well, however, for the interests of the Gorpe),
that we ourselves, and those who are disposed to
. helriend our Chureh in this land, were more fully
. awake 10 the very great peculiarities that attach
i to the condition of the Presbyterian Church in
{ this country—a condition in many r-specty totally
! different from that in which it s called 1o enrry
on its operations in Scotland or in Ulster—and
| therefore requiring., not certainly any devia-
! tion from Presbyterian principles,—but certain ad-
{ justments, modes of operation, and agencies,
f which tnuy be quite unnecessary in old and setiled
« communities. We cannot, for the present at
}least, state oc illustrate these peculiarities, with
any fulness or precision ; but the following hints
may throw some light upon them, and may iead
those more immedintely concerned to consider
how we may adapt our system to them, and most
effectually dea. with the difficulties and obstacles
which they involve : and
1st. Tt ought to be steadily kept in mind, that
the population 10 which we are called to extend
our operations, is diffused over a vast territory 3
while our ministers and miseionaries are laments
ably ymall in numbey. A Preshytery’s bounds,
with us, are usually equal in extent to & province,
and in some cases ps large as a whole kingdom.
How can any one suppose that, in such cir-
cumstanoes, we oan conduct evangelistic efforts
precisely as they do in Lanarkshire or London-
derry ;—to say nothing of the immense dyl'e:encc
in the travelling facilities }
2nd, The great fact ought to be seriously con-
sidered, that of the members and adherents of the
Church here, one half—or perhapein some localities
even more—are still destitute of a stated minig-
try. It will be a fatal mistake on our part, if thie
fact, taken in connexion with the rapid extensjon




