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The history of heresy is a history of interesting and singular
details. Takzing a glance of incidents and events, things nationlal
and ecclesiastical, from the days of Moses, the first and mo$t
famnous leader of the Lord's chosen, wvith a special regard îo
lieresy and heretic.s, let us tura over a page or two of t(is hie.
tory, and mark a *few places and take notes.

The reader may be startled wben we mark down Moses him-
self as a hieretic, and receiving the hint as a new idea, may
be induced to helieve that heresy in the mout h of somne is an
appellation not so dishonorable as formerly understood. Whetb-
er or not, however, we again affirm that Moses may be .,airlv
accused of heresy: for he wvas compelEed to escape for bis die
fromn the court of Pbaraoh, after lie liad thc fortitude and the
zeal to maintain thc rights of his brethren in thc land of their
etiemies. It is worthv of observation too, that aithough the
char&e of hcresy imay be prferrcd against any one for views
and loelings not of an ordinary caste and coloî', yet bis lieresy
is flot 50 'obnoxious or odious until hie lias the courage to, act
against the interests of certain associations of authority, sudh
as the pricsts, captains, nobles, lords, or rulers of the land ; for
moses had now livcd forty ycars in Egypt, if not upon peaceable
terms with the authorities. we have nacncd, at lcast upon such
terres -as intcrfered not with bis presence and safcty in the
Egyptian court ; but so soon as hie pyoves his courage in vindi-
cating his views of right by the decision of action, so soon hie is
compelled to avoîd the presence of his cneInies and seek refuge
in another country.

Will you djay me as you did the Egyvptian yesiýàiday ?
What a question! V/Who can tell thc curses, judgments, impre-
cations, invocations, rind terrible prayers thnt followed thc meek
ni Moses from the mouths of'sorcerers and gold-Ioving priests.
The red sea, or somne other sea, may have beca the burying
place of thcir dving cchoes, shutting there fromn the car of Moses
himself; but %vhen xve think of ihe invective epithets proaounced
against ail hereties, wvhethier they have been imprisoned, ban-
ished their country, or tri ed by flue, we are assurcd thnt Moses
cscaped not fi'om the cager power of his persecutors without
being followved by the severest denouncements of ministerial
and sacerdotal indignation.

Passing over a period of nearly five hundrcd years, it is rem-
arkable to find another instance of heresy in some respects bear-
ing a mesemblance to the one already ment ioned. Alrnost every
novice in the bible is farniliar xvith the story of Saul and the son
of Jesse. Saul vas a king and David was a servant. God loved
the ser vant more than thc king; and, therefore, from being a
favorite in thc king's court, lie is treated. with disrcspect, viewed
'with envy and jealousy, hated, and flnally persecuted. Nothing


