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for your sins, and of the loving hioly Spirit whio strives with you
to bring vou to, Iumnseif. i3lieve in ,Jesus, as liaving died for you;
yield to the love of God revealed in bis deathi for you; he thuis
reconciled to God and restorcd te bis faveur, and conmmence to run
in the way of Ged's comimaudments with enlargement of heart. A.

A WELL-PLEASED GOD.

God in Christ is a well pleased God. This bs a most impor-
tant, a iost blcssed truth. It just needs to bc understood and
believcd, that pence inay fill the soul, that the hecart inay be lifted
Up inl gratitude and love to God, and in admiration o? bis god-
ness, and grace, and inercy.

But is it really trite that Godl is wcll-pleased in Christ? lsaiah
says, Il The Lord is we!l-pleused for his righitcousncss' sake."
(xlii. 21). At our Saviour's baptisi the Spirit of God des-
eended on hini like a dove and lighted on Iiiuî, and a voice
froni hepaven said,-"l This is mny beloved Son, in whoin I am.
well-pleased." (Matt iii, 16, 17). When Jesus ivas on tlue Mlount
of Transfiguration. with Peter, James and Johin, and Moses and
Elias, a voice came out of the bright cleud whiehi Over slnd-
owed thein, whichl said,-"l This is my belovcdSon, in whoni I
amn well-pleased" (xvii. 5).

God is not well plensed withi sinners. H1e is displeased with
sinnerà, and lie lias reason te be displeased with thei. H1e bates
sin Consequently those who commit it, and love it, niust be
objects cf bis disapprobation. It is neccssary, for the stability of
the moral empire o? the grcat Ruler, that lie show bis batred to
sin a-id maiuifest bis dispîcasure with siners. The sinner is thus
under the wrath of Qed, and exposed te punishanient, -%vlidh is an
expression of that wrath. Sinnier living in sin, Ged is not, can-
notbe, well 1ileased with you. Wliule lie loves yeur seul, lie bates
your sin; and if you tura ilot away from. sin, you must perish
without reniedy. God is truly a coasuming fire te ail the work-
ers cf iniquity; and yen, living unrepeutant and unhelieving,
are a dry firebrand ready for the flames.

God is a well-pleased God in Christ. This does net simply
mean that God is well-pleased with Christ, as he approves of the
conduet of an angel, or of Adam wbBle lie centinued in inno.
cence and purity, or of any good man living under the power and


