.rtone and brick
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and othee master-pirces of architograre, g1 just nre
the relations of each part to 1lie ailer, and #0 sgrere
and s:mple the sivle in which the w* ofe bas Lern de-
rgned, that ay a destance tha stupendous dimensi s
nte not appieciated, and averpt from fepeath ther

is no way of Inspecting itag a Whele clyze st hand,
There you ean ook u +And see What it is. To attempt
Any deseription of it pow wonuld by uselees, for as
fac a¢ it can be desenib-d it Jins & ready been, and
those who bave not vinit-d it are suflich ntly familiae
with {ts formtbrongh the medinm of illusteations,
Lul thtre are gomo striking facts with trgard (o it
that may bs mentloned, and that wiel help to give
an iden of what A presanal Inspeotion can alane
enablo nne fully to appreciate. When the best method
of ralsing the tnbea was firgt discuased soino thought
that ft should Lo done as apcediy as porible~—that
the hrdtaulio presses shoulrbo A tin action withont
tiny allempt to support by packing umjeeneath the
iR, whicks they actomplished, and that auy risk from
the fallnre of Licklo in having each tube snepended
without support shoulid be epcountered  In this way
the Hifiluy might bave been Jone in 24 huurs, whereas
it took threa wecks,

, Mr. Stepheason aficrdue e'nalderation ndapted
the safe coursa, Ha mnde the xix foor LRt of the
press occupy a pettod of theer howre, nhd the raiain
and packing. undecneath weio carried on 8o simule
thneously that tho tubes wo o v p for a mom: nt left
without support.  The Lursting of the preas a fuw
days aficr operations were commenced, proved the
wisdom: nod necersity of 1ys cannon.  Ind ue not
exorcised ity tho Brltannin bridge wonld never hiave
beon completed, anil 1t wag no dayht with feelings of
Justifiablo Julde that ho veatendav showed to Her |
Majosty nnd tho Prince the fractured cyinder, winch
hias beun placed on n pedeatnl near the bridge,—a
montiment of the pradent ul:ill which watelied aver its
consirnction.  Another illustration of whng this
work is, may be drawn from the fact that the chains
used to ralso the tubes were 10 inchies squaic,or abouy
tho thickness of a man’s bengy, aud that notwithstand.
ing that cnormousstrength, in the nroc-ss of lifting,
wretched aninch and n hali,returning to the old size
yhen tho pressuro was wily .easvn,  Lho clasticity of
Jppn was knawa previously, but hind never heen tosted
oo grand a scalo brfore. and it certainly docs
+ give stremendous impression of this brid se 10 knotw
1t tho nom misave Woought sron incsic * gase
_in‘ Ao progress of it a'magt ke | Jia raller,  Not
only'did the chaina wield bt thraogh the fren wall
of the tylinder, 10 fuches thics, the water oozed like
Perapiration wrought out frn,m iis pores by the cnore
mous: power exerted,  Of the sirengih of the tibe
M. Stephensan gives the fallowing catiefactory as-
rurances :—~Hg states that g line-of-bnttle ship might
Be suspendedffrom the central point between erther
pait of towers, without ingury to the structare, that
it would bear nt those prints n pressure of 5,000 tane -
aad that, although sawn completely through, a rails
way train could still be run geross with perfect safety,
He maintalng that i¢ 1s myre ugad than the ordinary
permanent way of earthwork, and farher, that itis
stronger for the work it has to do than the rails In
use on the different lines throughout the countey.—
Mr. Stephenson explains with great clearness how
this wonderful strength of the Britannia bridge,
whicl is doublo that of the Cunway, nriges; but tho
acconnt of it would involve mechanical details
more jntricato than scems approptiate in guch a nar-
sative a3 this, and ihe bare statenent s therefore
given, On leaving to resume their seats in the train
tho Royal children took with them several bits of
one as mementocs of their visit, and
F"".'° Albert, turning to Mr. Stephenson, said :’o hin
Itisa stopendous work, and an honor hoth to you
&nd (6 the company.” Tn hiis recent work *on me-
tal work, and its artistic desigr,” Mr Dighv Wyatt
allades to the Britannia bnidge a8 possessing  the
highest ments for the severe grandeur and noble sim-
plicity of itssiyle. An inspection of it mare than con-
firms the justiceof h g 2ncominms. The vastness of
58 proportions, tho absence of al attenipt at frivolons
vrnamentation, the grave character of the outline
forms, and the gigantic scale of the dimensions, un-
invaded by any extravazance, ail lead the rond of
the spectator Dack 1o the symbio and stately relics of

Bgyptian architectun. The hage lions that guard
the entrance an in harmony with sueh nssoclations,
and if on clover inspection the mysterious aphinx-
hke air of responee Is fonnd wanting, pethaps a
wakefui tooking anfmal best befits aur times, when
overybody fs compelled to keep hia eyes as wido
open as porsible, and when cven the Pyramids would

j not be tolerated, anless they conld ba put to better

service than the safa custody of mummics.
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Tuis number completes the first volume of the
Herald ond 1 take this opportunity of publicly
thanking {ts respectad conteibutors for thele generous
and ever weleomo productions. To Aliquis T am
decply indebted for his carefully compiled BIO-
GRAPHICAL CALENDAR, and for the INDEX to
this volume which he lins hodly suj plied. To R. for
Ins many interesting ORIENTAL SAYINGS, 10 C.
for his NATURAL HISTORY, to the csteomed con-
tnbutor of tho GKMS, to ., and to alt othcrs™ba
Liavo helped us on through the revolution of the year.

The first number of the second volume will not be
issued unti} tho fi.st Saturday of Januacy 1883, in
order tw mako a fiur commencement with tho year.
Some slight nlterations may be made in its arrange-
mont, but the Family Hemld wil be found true
to the principles upon which it started, and will com-
mend ftself to every family as ono of the best, most
pleasing and most inatructive family papers in the
Province. 1 havo only to requoat that nll desirous to
commenco the Sceond Volume will communieato the
samo to the Publisher, 54 Yonge Strect; and that
thuso who have not been called upon for thoir sub-
scniption fur the 1st Voluroe, will be kind enough tore-
mit Lefore tho end of the year. Al money sent will
be at the risk of the publisher. 1'he Second Volume
wl be the same prico—0bs. pald in advance. An
cmly nttention to the latter pait of this brief notic:
will oblige the

EDITOR.
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THE EMPIRE OF JAPAN.

Tx onr brief sketch of this interesting country wo
reached the period at which the irrevocable idea of
{solation was passcd, a law which excluded all other
nalions from intercourse except the Dutch, wko had
through the intervention of Willinm Adaws, the Eng-
lish Pilot,obtaiued this privilege. Macfarlane saya that
Japancso tradition concurs twith the early Dutch
writers in representing the ctisis as having heen
precipitated by the pride, rapacity and gensuality
of tho rclgious orders. “It is said that cven the
native converts wero sstonished, and graw impaticnt,
when they saw that their spiritual fathers aimed not
only at the salvation of their gouls, but had au eye
algo to their money and lands, and that their pride
was 30 great that thoy refused the prescribed marks
of respect to men of the higlest heseditary rank.”
.+« '“Their neophytes with all the zeal of a recent
convursion, not cnly told their countrymen that so
long as they continued their heathen worship they
bpad nothing to ezpect but e'ernal damnation,
but they even proceeded to insult the bonzes or
priests, to overthrow their idols aud pull down their
temples.” Persccution, as a necessary result, fotlow-
ed thi3 outruge; but on these matteis we do not love

- —— o
-— - — % T ca——— - —r—

todwell.  The part which the Dutel took in the war
of cxlermination was very discreditable to them.
selves whatever extenustion mag be urged.  Accord.
fng to the most mederate estimate, there fell on both
sides in this war of creeds 40,000 men,—although it
fs stated at perhaps double that number—and no
enraged wero the authotities that over the vast com.
ton gravo at Firando, this implons inscription was
taiscd,—* S0 long ns the aun shall warm the eatih,
fot no christian Lo 8o bold as té coma 1o Japan § and
Jet all know that the Xing of Spain himself, or (he
Christian's God, or the Great God of all, If he violate
this command, shall pay for it with his head  The
Dutch, afthough they meanly assisted in this whole.
sale destruction, did not profit by it as they had
Imagined, for tlicy were looked upon as a desplied
tet of traffickers. aud as the Postaguere religion was
Uelieved to be chiristianity, the Dutch wero obliged to
declare that they were not clicistlans in order to
sscape being involved In A common rula with the
Portugucie. Yet mistrust and jealonay jncreased from
that timme, and in 1641, ouly two yrats afier the ox-
pulsion of the Portugucse. the Dutch wero ordered to
quit their comfortable factory at Firando and confine
themsilves to the smali islet of Desima, thore to
undargo an almost perpetual impeisonment. This
little artficial islet is about 600 fest in length and 240
in brevdih, 1t is shaped like & fan, and in joined fo
the island and town of Nagasaki, by a small stone
bridge, at tho end of which is & stroug Japan guand
house, with soldiers conatantly on duty, to sce that
none enter or come out without licenss. In the
harbour thirteen high posts are’ placed A% yeghlar
distances from each othor with small wooden - tablols
affixed to them, on which is tLe gotcrnment order
prohibiting any bosat or person to pass the said posts
or como near the Dulch quarters under a severo
penalty. The whole Islot is fenced in and surmount-
ed with a double row of jron spikes, and tloy ace
subjected ton most debasing §ecies of survefllance,
at all hours, and are conderaned to live a lifo of
c:libacy, no femalo be:ng allowed to arrive on board
the annual vessel. Sucl: ls the muerable stale to
which tue Dutch reduced thetmselves by their snxiety
to outstrip tho Portugueso in tho race for the monopoly
of the trade of Japan. The stight connection which
England has had with that Kupire has been of a far
more honerable kind, and would almost induce the
hope thatif tho Eoglish could by any moans be rep-
resonted at Court a8 being now entirely free frorma
any connection with any of the Furopean nations,
the memory of Adams might atill operato as a charra
to grant them that freedom of intorcourse which
Amctica now seems to demand. The twe Iciters
which Adams wrote,~and fiom which we have al-
ready mads several extracls, — were conveyed: 4o
London and submitted to the * Worshipful Fellow-
ship of the Merchants of London, trading t8 the'Eadt
fudies.”"—This waa the original title of that powetful
nssociation known as ‘¢ The' Flonorable East-Indis
Company."~The letteés atiragted considérableiat-
tention, and Captain John Saris, in corimand of! tie
ship- Clove, with the'royal commission, and- presents
from King Jamep I, to the ‘Emperor of Japan, came
to anchor in the bay of ¥irando on the I1th Juné,
1613, scarcely -Lwo years after the -date of -Adams’s
letters. Captain Saris immediately pyt himself ig
communication with Adams, and several most joviad




