30 The Carmelite Weoiew,

Proceeding again through the Pueto del
Peso, diveet your steps towards the terrace,
outside of the northern walls. Do you
behold that Large, though antique stracture
across the plains,  Thither we diroet onr
steps. it is the monastery de 1o Lueavuation,
Within its walls, Saint Tepesy spent that
portion of her lite which preceded her wok
of the Reform, You are now witlking upon
the road which the maiden of Avila took,
wheno unknown to her father, she hade
Tarewell to the world, to enter th MOTs-
Reaching the

tery of Carmelite nuns,
monastery, you will not fail 1o notice 4
well, from which the water is drawn by

meins of horses. This no douht suggrested |

to Naint Teresa a well-known similitude in
one of her works, taken from the varions
means of watering a garden: the drawing
of witer with horses is one of the means

reterred 1o, The monastery of the Tnear- !

nation is still occupied by nuns of the same
order as those who inhahited it when Saint
Teresa applied for the reception of the
habit. They helong to the ¢ rder of Mount
Carmel, but they nevey cmbraced the e.
form of Saint Teresa, In the days of the
Naint they were not eloistered, but to-day
they observe the enclosure, \thongh the
Saint considered o monastery of Wolen
without enclosure ta he most dangerous oy
aceonnt of the liberty allowed the religions,

she nevertheless spesiks highly of hier own, |

We eite her word What 1 sy does pot
erer -t my monast for therein are <
nany who traly and with Ereat perfeetion
serweonr Lord, \nd this mongs-
tery is not one of those which are most

relaxed. tor every Kind of gond discipline is
ohserved in it

Thirty vears of Saint 1 resa’s lite wepe
spent in this convent, and here she Pro-
nouneed her vows on Nov, 3. I, Entey
through the gate of the monastery, vou wijl
find yourself in the court-yard around whien
are the out-buildings, the house of the
ehaplain and those of 1 servants, Imagine
nothing gorgeons nor splendid, not even
artistie or tastetul, for everything breathes
the utmost simplicity, though firmness and
solidity characierize the entire editice, Op
the right, a low doorway will admit you
into the monastery itselt,  Aseend the
flight of stairs on your left and yoy will find
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yourselt in a small parlor,  The mothee
prioress will converse With you through the
grating, and show you many obhjects that
the monastery stifl POSsesses which we
connected withits ilust rions mate, Feresy
de Ahmmada, o glorious monastery of the
Incarnation!  Widden AWAN midst the hilts
of Castile, in the obseur town of Avila,
thou are one of the  favored Spots upon
earth, for in thee Awelt one of God's nmost
privileged souls, “This very parlor, veader,
IS siered o hey memory. How many i tine
did it not behold her at the Hrating, whepp
her soul still clung to the earth: how often
did it not hear hey voice! Here it was that
she conversed with the Hlustrions Jesuit,
that master in the spivitual lite, Fathep
Balthasar Alvarez: here also 1ok pliee
her interview with thut other son of Nq,
Tenaitus, St, Francis Borgia.

It you look through the Krating, your eyes
will fall upon » Spot rendered saered by one
of the many visions of the Naint’s lite, Yoy
behold that corvidor hefore you » About
midway a stairease hegins, At jrs Toot St,
Teresa onee heheld At intant who inquired
forher name. It was after the Saint had
begun her Reform, and when she had e n
called hack to the monastery of the Ineare
mation to govern it as prioress, Hep answep
tothe infant was: * f qm Teresu of Jesus,*
“And LT peplied the Child, am Jesys
of Teresa**

There is another parlor, still wmore inters
esting, It is situated on the lowey ooy,
There it was that the SNt onee conversed
With St.John of the Cross, when both wepp
wrapped in eestaey,

And where js Saint Teresa's eol) 2 Yo

§ Iy see the spot where it stood, reader, if

“

you tollow me 1o the chureh,  This is the
old chiureh of (he monastery, but it las
undergone a ehange, The cliapel in e
rear did not exist in St. Peresa's time, The
SPCe e ocenpied lay then Within the cope
vento I the eentre stood her eell, where
Sy vears of her life wepe spent, The
SPOUAS marked by that large Square slah,
Here the Saint OF Avila suffered, struggled,
prayed and tinally, conguered,

\inong the many relies of St, Teresy in
the eity of Avila, the convent of the Inegpe
nation is to me the MOSE interesting, for it
has undergone the least change, and it is,
more than any other, ys it was during the
life-time of the Naint,

Cias. W, Conriign,
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