QUEBEC, SEPTEMBER 12, 1850.

[(No. 4.

DIOGRER OF QUIBEC,

TO THE REVEREND THFE CLERGY OF THE DIOCESE OF
QUEBEC.

Rxv. Ap DEAR DBRETHREN,

During my absence in a very remote part of the Diocese,
not reached by sny post office communications, a procecding has
boen witnessed in one of the branches of our Provincial Legisla-
ture, aflfecting the interests of the Church of God, which is
fraught with alarming presage, and warns us that, so far from
looking for countenance and suppart from that bady, in the fur-
therance of the cause commitied to our hands, we must anticipate
from its interference, only what is disastrous and destructive.

I refer, it must be neeuless to say, to the Address of the Legis-
Jative Assembly praying fur the alienatin of the Clergy Reserves
fiom religious and the appropriation of them to secular uses,

it cannot, however,.be our duty, before Gob or man, to acqni-

——

spailing of our goods and to bearin mind that fur sharper trials
than this, even in the shape of the most terrible inflictions, would
have no force to shake our faith or extinguish our hope. Bui
orofessing as we do, in the highest and mast illustrious  empire
here upon earth, the Religion of the Sovereign and the State, and
pledged as is the State by itz conetitution to uphold, so far as de.
pends upon human agency, the life of that Religion, and sacred
asis the cause of evangelical truth and Apostolic order with which
the system of that Religion is identified, it never, — with reference
to the mcans provided and sct apast fur its perpetuation,—it never
can comport with any conscientious discharge of our own’ obliga.
tions, to stand passively by while the vork of demolition is going
on, orto see the structure pulled rem. -selessly down without ex-
tending a hand to stay, if possible, the progress of the misclief.

It might have been thought that we have endured enough ; and
that those who carry an unfriendly heart towards our Z.on or are
led away, frum a deficiency of firmness add independence of mind,
by plausible theory and noisy declamation upun the subject of

esce unresistingly in that policy which not ouly is opposed to all | religious endowments, might have been content 10 stop at the
provision by civil awhority for the maintenance of pure and sound | point which has been already reached.  We have not been left in
Religion and declares war against the very remnant of any con- | anaspect or a condition to create any vast amount of jealousy and
nection betweer professed Christian Governments and Cluistian- | alarm.  In litle things as well asin greater, what man could do.
ity, but carries these principles to the length of actual spoliation: | has been well nigh done to depress instead of to exalt the Church
seeking to procure a violation of what may well be considered as | of England. ;
solemn pledges given by authai ty to the Church, and endeavouring
to overturn what may well be regarded 3s a compact fur the pre.
servation of the highest order of vested mterests,

The metto of some of our adversaries in their proceedings to-
wards the Church, appears to be nothing short of Delenda est
Curthago. We, then, while we confide the issue to God, must

Itisnot here a question of dominant Churches or of Estab. , notbe wanting in what He enables us to do for ourselves: there
lishmenta—that question our apponeats consider to be setiled, and | ought to Le no apathy, no backwardness, no faint-heartedness in
it creates no disturhance—it is a question of the confiscation of | the cause :—whatever may be the result, we must not lie under
revenues appropriated for the support of Religion —of breaking | the everlasting reproach of having left undefended the most sacred
down barriers and repudiating principles within the British domi- | interests of our people and our posterity—and we must enlist in
mons, which were honorally respected in the aeighhouring repub- | our support, the names of all Churchmen who value their Reli-
lic even in the convulsions of the Revolution, and the sejection of | gion,—reminding them that the time is rapidly approaching when
the supremacy of the mother counisy. The lingering remains of | the present system of payments from home, in any shape, for the
protection and recognition which we receive from the ruling powers , supportof the Clergy must be brought to its close, and that the
of the Empire, are, indeed, the traces and the evidences of that | most severe spiritual privation must, in many examples, await
position which, without prejudice to the principles of tuleration, | them and their children afier them, if the predatory irruption into
or interlerence with the religious profession or priaciples or inte- | the sanctuary which is now threatened, cannot efectually be
resis of any other body of men, it had been intended to assign to | repelled.
us, and to the occupation of which, we cannot but believe that we T have therefore to call upon you, my brethren, in this emer-
have clear and sacred claims.  But that is not the question here. gency of our affuiry, to hold meetings in the different places where
Whatever may be our position de jure, what it is de facto issuffi- | vou may officiate, in orcer to the support of Petitions to the Impe.
ciently plain.  And if it now be the will of God to permit that, | mal Parliament against the measure for which the Legislative
afler a series of measures injurious tc our interests which will be | Assembly has forwarded its address ; and in the language of the
matter of history hereafter, our very patrimony, small as itis, | Archdeacons of Kingston and York, who, as I found upon my
.hou!dbeviolemly wrested out of our hands, we must only submit | retura home, have in the abscence of the Bishop of Toronto in
in faith and patience to so severc a dispensation of his Providence, England, jointly taken steps to promote the same object withian
and look through all the darkness of our prospectsto the promise, | their jurisdictions,—*¢ Every effort should be made to procure the
that the gates of Hell shall not prevail against the Church, We signature of every male adult belonging to the Church, in every
mus endeavour, in such & case, asa Church, o take joyfully the quarter which can by possibility be reached.”




