
ic) CHURCI

The membera of thiî cburch are taught,
by the example of their fuunder, that no
obligation reste on any of thoin to remain
to.-ether any longeç than it may suit their
p ersonal convenience, or fancy, to do so.
Now, le it safe to enter ino ecclesiastical

relatios with euch a body ? Wbo would
care to go to sea in au iroa steamer whiclî
lînd the heads taken off from ail the rivets
that were to hold the plates of the vesse!
together ? What could be looked for, un-
der such circunistances, in the first Btorm
which the vesse! encou.ntered? The 'very
moment any pressure camne upon hier, se
woulfl certainly go to pieces, andii sink jike
lead in the mighty waters. But wben
Bîshop Ciimmins took the regponsibility of
formixig this new church, at the prompt-
inge of hie own self-wiR!, thLs le juet -%vhat
lie did. Ne took the heads off ail the
rivets that hold hie strange craft together.
As soon as any strain tomes upon it, froin
difference of opinion, or other causes, the
mlinority, who cannot *contrcl thingsand
hiave mattere tbeir owd ivay, have nothing
tu. do but imitate the example set by their
fouuder, by eeparating froin their bretliren,
and eetting up another Roeformed church;
and so on, again and again, to the end of
the. chapter. The riglit te do thsiz le in-
woven with the very fibre of this new
church. Itwasbegun on this principle. Il
muet continue on this principle; and in
the application of thiB prinçiple it muet
find its endi1 The frost-work that we fiud
on oui windows, on a winter's xnorning, le
very beautiful. But we know how acon
it was muade, and while we gaze adniir-
ingly at iL, as thie first warm beame of the
Sun fali upon it, it maelta away, and we
know how soon itLs marred. 2By a law of
Nature, it le true, as a general thing, that
which je easily made, je easily marred.
Yonderilea glant oak. low majestic it le
ln its form and bearing How solid and
enduring le the fibre of ita wood! But iL
lias Laken that grad, old tree more than a
hundred years to attain its growth. Not
far froin that lordly oak Lier. epringa up a
feebie little pl1ant which we know as the
liusitroom. It le very rapid in iLs growth
--spnqgung up, like thia, new church, as IL
were, in a rught. TaL littie muahrooin
has its apeointed mission to fuifil, and in
its p ace is, no doubt very useful. But
would you ever tbinà of emp]oying the
material of whlch that plant le compoeed
in the making of anything that required
bard use, or long-continued service? A
vessel, or a house, madle of mushroom ma-
terial, would net be .worth inuch. But
w4at should we expeet from a mushroom
churci ? An oraaxîiza'lion that spruug up
muehroom-4ike, in the night, sud fromn one
man's bnin-what relie4e can be Plaqed
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upon iL? And how long May itb. epc
cd tulaat? There is.grA,%t force in Luis last
reason. We may well decline to connect #
ourelves 'with tus new arganization, be- i
cause it le-not safe.

There iegreat force and meanlugir ail these
Sevezz Roasonai. And when we osu say of
any course of action, as we do here say of
that about wbicb we are arguing, that iL is
nwit wise-not right--not kidwtck4rita-
blc-flot expedient- -not safé-we may well
re>L taatis3fied not to talze that course.

1 have no bard naines to apply La the
members of Lh. ]Reformred Church. Ihave
no denunciations to lîurl againet thein. I
onl1 mourn over tbe great inistak~ which 1
feersure tlîey have made, ln going iuto
this niovenient. My prayer la, that it
may please God to show thexu thoir erro-,
and bring thein back

The true course for evangelical men tu
pursue, inle amaintain thei'r place j»i the Old
Chturch, aud conterid liere for the principles
which Lhey have always advocated. The
ueeded and reasonable changes that we ask
for, are sure ta b. granted in due Lime.

What we have to do ie to stand firm, ut
our poste, to assert and uee the liberty we,
have, and eek for more if we need iL. We
knno that this Church belougs to God.
W. wil! not forsake it, or leave iL in the
bande of iLs, enemies. And this should be
oui detem. inaUon too. For, while we can
worship God bere, according ta the die-
tates, of oui conscienceq, whilo we cau
work foi Hies, whcn welylease, whte we
please ; let those who wi ,geL up, and go
mnto new snd untrild organizatioi 3,-for
ourselves we say, " Excuse us; but Vie
old is betUer 1"

We know perfectly we!! that God did
brlng us inte thie Cburcb. W. know tint
Re bas helped aud ztiided, and blessed us
in oui work hes'e. We boss, no voice froin
aboya, calling us to leave. We see no
fluger waring us ariay. W. know no
good reaeon f or jiinig Lbe Reforaned
Church; but -an- oo reasons for not
doing so. Oui plain, simple, positive duty,
le ta abide wk-ere aoc are, ordy concerned to
seek Frae which wiIl enable us as living
sacrificeseto coneecrate every euergy te the
service of God, and to "d(o our duty in
that state of 1f. uiÂto whioh iL has pleased
Grod te cal! us."

Thus let un live: Lina let us labor : and
"God, even our own will give us Rus
Ueuing. "

.As we know xnany of the clergy
will be anxious to circulate Dr.
Newton!,s sermon, we have had
printed a rnumber of extr~a copies


