
THE INDEPENDENT FORESTER
A hearty vote of thanks was proposed by Bro.

Hobson, C.R., to Bro. Gerring for presiding, and
to the distinguished guest8, Broa. Marshall and
WVilkinsori, for titeir presence. He paid a high
tribute to Bro. Wilkinson, who liad visited Court
lIeton frequently since its institution in April 1898,
and had alwvays been Bo ready to give the memtbers
of this young Court counsel and advice whienever
tlîey had sought it of him. Bro. Astili, F. S., sec-
onded the proposition, which was carried unani-
inously. A vote of thanks to the artiste who had
done so much to add to the enjoyment of the even-
ing wua cordially passed, and after singing the
national anthem a most enjoyable and oventful
evening in the aimais of Court Ireton was brought
to a c1050. W. H. ?nàv'r, R.S.

r7OUTHERN ENGLAND.

Sonthamiiton.

The regular meeting of Court Test, No. 2M4, li
November, proved the inoat enthusiastio and suc-
cessful in its history se far, though Il'the prophets>'
say it vas nothîng to what is to ho. In the first
place, the Court vas occupying for the first timne its
moat coinfortable new quarters at Wight'& teniper-
ance hotel, 25 Above Bar, and the change was
highly appreciated by a full Court, only two mem-
bers being absent. In the second place, there were
five new mernbers to be initiated and weleouied.
Bro. C. E. Price, H.C R., prsdeçl, and appointed
Bro. E. A. Lisle, V.C.R., Bro. A. Curtis, H.S.B.
P.C.R., Bro. Evans, S.W., and Bro. Rendail, S.B.
The five candidates initiated were Messrs. R. W.
Penness, W. J. Feithain, A. J. V. Bagshaw, Geo.
Lisle and J. D. Ramsay, who, with the old meni.
bers, showed keen interest in the items of business
which were broughit before the Court. The regular
night of meeting was fixed for the third Thuriday
in each mnonth at 8.30 p. m. The reading of.official
circular No. 8 wua reeeived, xith much satisfaction,
and the announcement by the H.C0.R. th.gt*a fund
'would at once be opened for subsoriptions by meni-
bers to provide for the payrnent of the premiums
of sucli mnembers as may be called upon tooserve
their country in the war in South Africa, and thus
givo thora free, insurance, met with unanihmous
approval. Bro. E. A. Lisle proposed a hearty vote
o! thankis te the H.C.R. for the manner in which
hoe had prosided and conducted the business of the
meeting, and welcomned him. as a resident in South-
ampton. The Court had needed some assistance,
and now that Bro. Price had corne to live &rnong
themi he was sure Court Test would very soon rank
,with the strongeat Courts in the country. This
having been carried, Bro. Price said it was always
a plea.sure to, hlm te do anything hie coula te help
the Order forward, and hoe was certain that Il the
members gave hlm the sanie support that they had
done since hoe had been among theni, there are
plenty of mon in Southampton who would be
only 1,00 glad to avail theniselves of the bene-
lits of the L.O.F., and Court Test would rapidly
advance. Equal benefits could flot be obtained
anywhere else, ana ail hoe asked o! the memnber8
vas that they should, give their friends a chance
te share them. Bro. Evans moved that the thanka
o! the Court be given tu Bros. Lisle, Curtis, Hitch-
cock, P.S., and Duxkin, R.S., for their services
since the Court was inaugurated, saying that but
for them the Court woiild not have reached ita
present position. Bros Wilcox a.nd Ptandail Bup-

ported Bro. Evans, and the motion was carried
with applause. The four brethren replied that
they were quite, ready to do as much again. The
Court elosed at 10.30, after -%ichl rnuch-needed
refreshments were passed round, and jusb bofore
Il o'clock cadi znber -%vas homcwvard bound,
resolved, te be there again in Decemnber.

IRELAND.

Annual SocWa Meeting at Belfa.st.

The annual social meeting in connection with
tho Belfast Courts, under the juriedietion of the
High Court of the North of Ireland, was held Dcc.
12th, ini the Young Men's Christian Association
Hall. The entire meinbership of this branch of
the Order numbers about 1,100 ini47 Courts. The
local Courts were largely ropresented at the social
gathering last evening. .Anongst those present
were: Bros. Rev. Janmes Cregan, H.C.R; John
McCaughey, J.P., H.V.C.R. ; Rev. T. BR. Ballan-
tino, H. Chaplain; Rev. B. Banks, M.A., <Lis
burn); R. J. DaNvson, William Bell, P.H.C.R. ;
James Wilson, High Treasurer; Dr. A. A. Fer-
guson, Dr. R. J. Mutin, J. Oregg, V.S. ; Dr. W.
Gibson, J.?P., Hih Secretary ; D. L Cottrell,
D.S.C.R., (officia organizer); S. Cuthbert, R.
Semple, G.S., I.O.G.T.; S. M. Emerson, A. A.
Shiaw, W. J. Adjey, S. Cunningham, J. S. Brolly,
J. McComb, S. M'Millan, J Cooke, A. Barr, R. S.
Baille, P. Crinks, S. R. Howard. J. L. Carruthers,
S. Rainey, J. Boyd, J. J. Wilson, H. S. Yuile,
Dr. J. Morrison, and Charles Robinson.

Af ter an enjoyable tea, on motion of Bro. Wmi.
Bell, 8econded by Bro. Dr. Gibson, the chair was
taken by Bro. John M'scCauglhey, J.P., H:.V.C.R.

The Chairman said it was very pleasant te pro.
side overa gathering like that, because hoe took it
that they were ail friends o! the Ortler. He aw~.
stated on tho programme the information'which ho
had meant to convey to t.hei that e' ening-the
fact that the funds of that society %rere £761.000,
and also an explanation of the aimna of the Order.
Ho thought thiey would se by tho figures beforo
them, that the Order Nvas in all respects on the
progressive. Their meinbership wvas rapidly in.
,creasing, and thcy seemned te have a very sub-
stantial balance te their credit on their banking
account. Therefore, it would seern that not-
withstanding aIl that had been said against them,
they were living inside thoeir inconie. (Applause.)
A great deal had been said agains theni. Somne
stated thst their existence as an Order wüuld only
be a question of time, but, in spito o! that, they
found that the balance to their eredit kept grow-
ing at a remarkable and conifortable rate. None
o! th=rphesied evils 'which had been spokeu o!
had on te light during the seven years that ho
had been connected with the society. Since ho
had joined hoe had found that the members were a
decent sort of fellows, and the more ho had seen
o! them, the more the Order bad growvn in his
estimation. Thero wças one thing which was
characteristie of the socioty, and that was the fact
that the claims were always promptly paid. (Ap.
plause.) Before ho cocu c Jd his romnarka hie
wishied te speak particularly in regard te a gentle-
mnan whom the Order liked, to honor ; hoe referred
te the;r High Secretary, Dr. Gibson. (Applauso.)
His services wvere indspensable, and ho %vas glad
te bave that opportunity o! paying hlm tht
tribute. (Applause.)
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