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the Chineso Bible before lie rcaclîodl China;
and thouglh ho found it entirely dîfforont,
hoe ias nlot long of being able, after bis ar-
rival, te speak aiso in the Ilrolloquial.»
And thougli the IIcolloquiai." of ettcb
province turuied out to bu ilifferent from
that of every othor, ho soion made .iniself
master of it, in wvbatover form ho required
to use it-thus acquiring, in faut, nlot ore,
but four or five distinct languages. To
identify bimiself more tborongly %vith the
native population, and gain the readior ac-
cess to thecir homes, lio wore for many years
the Clîinese dross, and conformed to thicir
social usages; eating, for exanîple, as they
do, and catin-, too, of tlicir food. not ailways
cluite wvbolesome, and nover so nourishing
as bis phlsiqzie %vould have required to sus-
tain it. 'lis Bible was constannly in his
liands-it %vas, in fact, bis library as wvell as
bis travelling eompanion-and lie becanie
notable nlot only i tho villages wviieb hoe
visited, but in Iokin lîself, as "lthe Man of'
the Book," It is known that %vben the
native convcrts were exposefi to persecution
in violation of the British Treaty, be re-
paircd to the capital, a-id through the inter-
vention of tbe Hon. Frcderick Bruce, tbe
Britlali Ambassador, procured redress from
the oppression of wbich they complained.
The Barl of Elgin previous to that-at the
instance, wve believo, of Lord Paiure, tho
Seeretary of war-asked him to ho inter-
preter to the Britisht army. and tbougb lio
felt it bis duty to decline that honorable
appointment, treated him ever atter ivith
the ncmost respect and kindncss. Such
was the position, in faci, that hoe achieved
for himself by bis spotless life and lus self-
denving labours, that Ilho wielded an in-
flIence ini the Celestial Empire bcyond nny
other iudividual connectedl with the actual
administration -of the State."' Some ycars
atro, wlhen a Wesleyàn missionary from
llong.Kong, wvho bappenefi to bc in Edin-
burgh, ivas asked by a gentleman who met
lîim ina n riend's bouse, "l if ho knew n
brother missionnry out tbere of the nume
of Williami Burns ?" bis astonished ana
lialf indignan treply was, IlKunw him, sir?ý
-why, aill China knows bima 1 He's the
holiest man alive!3'

Il ow abundant was bis labours"ý-«L
quote again froua the Dundee newspapr-
- how rcmarkable lue power of endurance,
how woaderful the perils wbieh he en-
couatered, and luis deliverance from them
ali-howv maniv congregations ho formed
and nurturcd, ceasing flot dav nor nigbt to
plead with ail within bis reach to bo recon-
ciled to God-and how, after a lifo of toil
and aaxiety anud devotedness t flic cause
of bis Lord andl Saviour, lie !:unk under
the exbaustion of luis frame, and entertd
into his rest, it will Le the task of his hie-
grapler to recorýd." The lcgacy whielî lie

bas left to the Church, in bis noble exaraple,
is one which, wve trust, ail ber ministers,
and espccially lier Young aspirants to the
ministry, iii know bow to value. Few
sîîch bcquests faîl to the lot of aay single
gencration. And nover was suchi a testi-
mony more needed tîcan la this luxurious,
self-indulgeiit age. To followv literally in
bis stops would not, perhaps, on tbe part

o tesdfferently constituted from hlm,
bo expedient or wvie. But te emulate bis
devotion, and self'-denial, and love to lium&n.
souls, to Ilfollow lus faith"ý-his simple,
strong,unwvavering faith iii Christ's gospel
and in Christ himsolf-from wvhieli ail luis
otîcer excelleneies sprnng, is ovidontly tho
duty to wbicb, by bis romoval, the Head of
the Çburch is calling bis servants every-
wvhere-whether tbey ho ininisters at home
or missionaries abroad. IlWbose faitb
followv, consîdering the end of bis couver-
sion"ý-i.e., the close of bis aaittitul life--
contemplating, making a study of it, as an
artist doos of lus model. Re dîced nI New-
chivang, Maachuria-the rnost northenly
port in Cbina,-his newest field of labour,
where no rnissionary bad preceded biro,
and nono romains bobind him, on the 4th
April last, and there, "6post tot discrimina
rorum," lie bas fouad bis quiet grave.
"lOur friend sleepeth.> The following is
a copy of tbe last letton lue wvrote, wbich
Nvas addressedà as wvoll as written in his own
band, to bis mother, and dated January 15,
1868 :-

"11To Mx1 MO1Tisi,-At the end of last
year 1 go, a sevoe chili, wvhich bas not yen
loft the system, producing cbilliaess and
Lover evory niglut, and for the last two
aights this bas been followed hy perspi
ration, -çvbicb rapidly diminishesth
strengtb. Unless it sbould please God to
rebuko the disease, it ie quite evideat wlîat
the end must bc; and 1 write these linos
beforebaad, t0 say that 1 am happy and
rcady, tbrough tho abounding grace of God,
cither to live or to die. May the God of
ail consolation eomfort you wvhen the

tiig of my decease shall neacb you ; and,
îbrougl e redeeming blood of Jeans, xnay
wo meet in joy beforo tIce throue abovl-
Wm. C. BuaNýs."
1Appended to thisletter, though in anothor

1band, wvas a list of the texts wvbich ho bnci
preacbed from to the Britisb residents since
b is arrivaI at Nowcbwang.

The first is John iii. 14, 15: IlAs M4oses
lifted up the serpent la the wilderness.-» &ec.

And the last (on Decembor 9-9,) Rev. xx.
11 -15:-, I1sav a great white tbroae, and
luim that sat on it, from cvbose face the
earth and the heavea led away2'' &e.
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