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PREAOIlING AND HEARING.
Every cliristiait lias a clecp îud lice-long

întercst iii the lirejieh1ing of tlic Gosp)el; wiice
to Milnisters there s 11o buhject $o 11aligros.

is to, instruct, wan, cuiifort lus lcrr,
in short, to Save and ciIly soîi1s. If lienlîns
at any lower e1l't bu is Il of ail nicn the
Mnost miscerahie ;, andt lie cannao possibly
bave a iihr, or mure bexievolent aluni, thian

cr of the Gospel is ailso uînder tlic gravest,

resjîonsîhîlities. ht k God's Msaet
which lic li.,teiiq, and lie inuist trcat it accor-
diuigly. 'Ve have al few words to say flrst
to ha-rcis, ani seconilly toprcacliers:

1. Neyer listen. to.a sermon witlhouit pay-
in- for God's Ilezing on the Word. The
}Ioiy Spirit alone (-ai iunake tlic truili cilix-
tuai. Xihoîit llimi flic îiosé. eloquelnt
strains ever uttercd lîy nman fall fruitlessiy to
the groinld. i'ray Ihenl you enlter' God's
hieuse ; pr"ay %vlile flic iiiiister is prayîug-,
-%vluilc lie is prIeacliiiîîg. ]?ray wiflîott ceai-

ing-
2.Do flot imagine tlent any personal mis-

understan(hug or disiikce betwcen voit aid
the I>rcaclier ivili cutse yotn for libtcning
carclessiy or l'or liot listcîîing nt ail. Ile is
t3peak;ing Gad's WVords: heu2r 00(1, lot mail.
Lift your lheurt alio'ýe the "«earthcen vessel."
Pray ail tie muore ciiestiy, hiuxnbly, and
constauitiy;for iliere is no othier way in wtilch
Satain mure cfetilvprevcuits tie ilrogress
of flhe Gospel in thli tu.rt, nd ii flic coin-
mnîuiity tliu l'y i-iising disputes bctwecn
rnnîitcrs andl peuple, anîd leading the licar-
er to I)ejeiloi, ulii,truistfiil, and uiilovixîg to-
wards tie pr-ather. Wlhetiyou feel au cvii
or uuîkind thouiglit risiug in your mid
agaityoiuriikztcr dismiss; iL as a cmp-
tation of Satan.

8. Do not iistcn to prcaching witlîout pay-
ing for it. Soine have the ixictrablemican-
ncss to make thecir diblike to tlic ninistcr an
ïexcuse for iiot payiuîg hlm, even whlîi thcy
.continue to cnjoy lus services. Otiiers con-
;Ocicnltiously,(huýt %vitlî conlsciences iliiiform-
ced,) rcfrain . fromn paying even while they
.continlue to liear. It is proper to pay regu-
iariy arnd iiberally towards tlie support of
itue ministcr -%vhose servics you enjoy,

Your prayers andu your liilerality 'w-l do
nmore good thuin ail the comiinints aud mur-
mntirs voit cuit ttter.

4. Never id titilt wvithi a sermon or spenk
uîikindly of yuuir îiiuîister iii the lîresiencee ot
votir cliilireut or of anîy pcrsoui ihom yon
arc likeiy to injtre by qo doîng. Thuis is a
uie ot vital importance. 'l'le îiiscoursc

-%vliicli voit tiionglît dry and tedions ivas tlue
breiti of hecaveu to m.ore thiauuine limigry
souul. Do not flien, despise it: ratiier ask
youir.self, IVlîy did I l'ail to ciijoy thiat.ser-

Let uis nowv say a fciw worils, to Mini ste-

1. IlSteep your sermnons la your liearts

beforcyou l)reaeli flicini." u ,ern h
dcpcîids ont being- in earliest, andfecling what;
,voit -:av. "B3e coiceii(," as Ilug Blair
says, "niuch nmore tu persuiade than to
please." Mea spieakiuîg fbr God hlave an
incxprcs4siluiy suleinal task to perforai. God
llinscîlf is an auditor an( 1 takes note of aI
tliat iisplolken forlTuai. Dyingminalisten,
and vour wiorlsý arc lîîteuîded for the life of
titeir souis.

2. The- gand old Churistian oratortAuýnS-
tino lias wvcll said, "lh1ave a cure fliat yon
lose liot what yot lhave to say, wlîile you
arc wliolvy takeni ip %yiti eouisideriuug lîow to
say it artfuly." Stili tuei aianeî-ofp)reaeh-
ing is by no mens to be overlooked. Long
sermonîs arc a wvcuu-iuîss to mnîd and body,

E xliaustingn- iiýitiïiotis tohe0 clern
to ]lus lîcarers. Bcevarc tlîcî of1lonq sennons!
.No olle will thllc you 'for them . they isill
lot do0 more good tImon short onles:- indeed
itl happons îluat tlic est hlf-liouror twenty
minutes drive the bcst and most important
part of the discourse ont of meinory. WcV
havdcvýry reason, to lîchieve tlîat Hec wh<>
taught as uîever man.l t.'uiglt preaelîcd sliori
sermons. Vie ]lave kuîown ministers who flot
only thinîmd thicir tongregations but ruicd
their own lîcaithuby preaehîing too long.. lVe
must add thuat, as a gencrai raile, the longer
a sermon is the poorer and weakcr it is also.
The great preachiers ofEurope and Americet
arenever lcngtlîy. With equai truth ilmay
be saiithat tiey are not hoisterousiy Zoud.
Undue hcongthi is flot worse tiien tndue lond.
ness. Vie bave lîcard verypoor sernon)s
delivcrcdwith a powverof voice that was mot


