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: i’BEAGHlNG AND HEARING.

Every christian has a deep and life-long
interest in the preaching of the Gospel; while
to Ministers there is no subjeet so all-engros-
ging. The ostensible object of the preacher
is to instruct, warn, comfort his hearers,—
in short, to saveand cdify souls,  If heaims
at any lower cfleet jge is  of all men the
most miserable ;7 and he cannot possibly
have a higher, or more benevolent aim, than
that which God sets before him.  The hear-
er of the Gospel is also under the gravest
responsibilities. 1t is God’s Message to
which he listens, and he must treat it accor-
dingly. We haven few words to say first
to heerers, and sceondly topreachers: ¢

1. Never listen to a sermon without pray-
ing for God’s blessing on the Word. The
Holy Spirit alone can make the truth effec-
tual.  Without Him the most cloquent
strains ever uttered by man fall fruitlessly to
the ground. DPray when you enter God’s
heuse ; pray while the minister is praying,
while he is preaching.  Pray without ceas-
ing.

2, Do not imagine that any personal mis-
understanding or dislike between you and
the Preacher will excuse you for listening
carclessly or for not listening at all.  Heis
speaking God's Words : hear God, not man.
Lift your heart above the “‘carthen vessel.”
Pray all the more carnestly, humbly, and
constantly;for there isno other way in which
Satan more eficetually prevents the progress
of the Gospel in the heart, andin the com-
munity than by raising disputes between
ministers and people, and leading the hear-
er to be jealous, distrustful, and unloving to-
wards the preacher.  When you feel an evil
or unkind thought rising in your mind
against your minister dismiss it as a temp-
tation of Satan.

8. Donot listen to preaching without pay-
ing for it. Sowe have the incffable mean-
ness to make their dislike to the ministeran
.excuse for not paying him, even while they
xontinue to cnjoy his services.  Others con-
;scicntiously,(bhtwithconscicnccsil}-inform-
.ed,) refrain. from paying even while they
.continue to hear. It is proper to pay regu-
Jarly and liberally towards the support of
ishe minister whose services you enjoy.—

Your prayers and your liberality will do
more good than all the complaints and mur-
murs you can utter.

4. Never find fault with a sermon or speak
unkindly of your minister in the presence ot
your children or of any person whom yon
are likely to injure by so doing, Thisis a
rule ot vital importance. The discourse
which you thought dry and tedious was the
bread of heaven to more than one hungry
soul. 1o not then despise it: rather ask
yourgelf, Why did I fil to enjoy that ser-
mon ? ’

Let us now say a few words to Ministers:

1. “«Steep your sermons in your hearts
beforeyoa preach them.”  Much, very mﬂqh
depends on being in carnest, and fecling what
you say. “Be concerned,” as Hugh Blair
says, “much more to persuade than to
please.””  Men speaking for God have an
inex pressibly solemn task to perform. God
himself is an auditor and takes note of all
that is spoken for Him. Dying men listen,
and your words are intended for the life of
their souls.

2. The grand old Chuistian orator Augas-
tine has well said, “Iave a care that yon
lose not what you have to say, while you
are wholly taken up with considering how to
say it artfully.”  Still the manner of preach-
ing is by no means to be overlooked. Long
sermons are & weariness to mind and body,
exhausting and injurious to the preacherand
to his hearers.  Beware then of long sermons!
No one will thank you for them : they will
not do moxe good than short ones : indeed
it happens that the Jast half-houror twenty
minutes drive the best and most important
part of the discourse out of memory. We
hav®every reason to believe that He who
taught as never man taught preached skort
sermons. We have kuown ministers whonot
only thinned their congregations but rained
their own health by preaching toolong. We
must add that, as a general rule, the longer
a sermon is the poorer and weaker it is also.
The great preachers of Europe and Americg
arenever lengthy. With equal truth it may

\
be said that they are not boisterously loud.
Undue length is not worse than undue loud-
ness. We have heard very poor sermons
delivered with a powerof voice that was most



