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career had our Liord lowered his estimate of preaching, for just before
he ascended he said, ¢ Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature.”” His last charge in brief was—preach, preach even as I
have done before you. He lived the Prince of preachers, he died and
became the theme of preachers, he lives again and is the Liord of preach-
ers. What an’ honourable work is that to which his servanis are
called !

Now, as you have seen that our Saviour came to preach, now notice
Iis subject. ¢ The Liord hath anointed me to preach good tidings to the
meek.” And what good tidings did he preach ? Pardon, pardon given
to the chief of sinners, pardon for prodigal sons pressed to their father's
bosom. Restoration from their lost ostate as the piece of money was
restored again into the treasury, and the lost-sheep back to the fold.
How encouragingly he preached of g life given to men dead in sin, life
through: the living water which becomes a fountain within the soul. You
Imow how sweetly he . would say, ¢ He that believeth in me hath ever-
lasting life.” ‘*He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall
he live.”  “Tike as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so
must the Son of man be Jifted up, that whosoever belisveth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.” He preached a change of hesxt,
and the need of a new creation. He said,  Ye must be born again,” and
he taught those truths by which the Holy Ghost works in as and makes
all things new. He preached glad tidings concerning resurrection, and
bade men look for endless bliss by faithin him. He cried, ““I am the resur-
rection and the life: be that liveth and believeth in me shall never die.”
He gave forth precepts, too, and threatenings in their place,—some of
them very searching and terrible, but they were only used as accessories
to the good news. He made men feel that they were poor, that they
might be willing to be made rich by his grace. He made them feel weary
and burdened, that they might come to him for rest; but the sum and
substance of what he preached was the gospel—the good spell—the glad
news. ’

Brethren, our divine Tiord always preached upon that subject, and
did not stoop to secular themes. If you notice, though he would some-
times debate with Pharisees, Herodians, and others, as needs must be,
yet he was soon away from them and back to his one theme. -He
baffled them with his wisdom, and then returned to the work he loved,
namely, preaching where the publicans and sinners drew near together
¢ for to hear him.” Our business, since the Spirit of God is upon us, is
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