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vorted many, was, in consequence of his|that, if' they joined the common causo, | FXRST AND SECOND LANDIGN
LESTABLISHMENT OF THE CA- |bad healih, constinined to return to Eu-[and exposed themselves to the common | OF ST, PATRICI IN IRCLAND,

rope. He was the founder of tho esta-
blishment now called Conewago. Father
Schneider formed several congregations

Notwaostanding these misfortunes, sc- | in Pennsylvania, built the church of Cu-

veral congregations existed in the pro-
vinee, with resileat priests; and others,
which were occasionally visited by
the missionaries.  But they were so re-
moved and dispersed, that a great number
of Tunilies could not assist at mass, und
receive instructions but once in the monih:
aud though paing were taken by the pious
heads of families to instiaet their child-
reny it must have been dono but imper-
fectly.  Among the poor, many could not
rezd, and those who could, were without
books, to procure which it was necessary
o send to Englard : nad the laws against
printers axd sellers of Catholic books
wereextroniely rigorous.  1tis surprising
that, notwithstanding all these difficuhies,
there were still so many Catholics in Ma-
ryland who wero regular in theiv habits,
and at peace with all their neighbors.
‘The propricty of this conduct was a sub-
jeet of edification 1o all, and conunued to
be so, until the new emigrants from for-

senhapen, and propagated the Catholic re-
 ligion around that country. Every ntonth
he visited the Germans who lived in Phi-
ladelphia, until the time when he judged
it expedient to establish a resident Ger-
man priest in that city. The gentlemun
chosen to fill that post, was the Reverend
'Father Farmer, a distinguished and
highly respectable personage, who, somo
years before, had arnved in America, and
had been stationed at Lancaster, where
his lifo was truly apostolical. It was
about the year 1760, that he took posses-
sion of his new appointment. ¢ No one
can be ignoram.” reoarks our MS. tof
the labors which were undergane by this
servant of God.”  His memory isin ve-
ucration anong all who knew him, or have
heard of his merit. He continued to be o
model for all succeeding pastors, until his
death, which occurred in 1786.

In 1776, the American Independence
was declared, and a revoluiion effected,

wnigh parts introduced a licentiousness of | nat only in political affurs, but in those

snanners, which expoed the Catholic re-
ligion to the reproach of its enemies.

Near the residence of the clergy, and
ou the lauds belonging to them, small cha-
gels were built, but few elsewhere: so
that i1 was nccessary to say mass in pi-
vate houses. The people contributed no-
thing towards the expenses of the clergy,
who, pour as they were, had to provide
tor theic own sapport, for the decoration,
&c.,of the altars, and for their travels
‘rom place to place. They demanded
nothing, as jong as the produce of their
lnods could suffice for their maintenance.

‘Towaids the year 1730, Father Gray-
ton, a Jesuit, (all the clergymen, it should
be remarked, who labored in the colonics,
were Jesuits,) weat fron Maryland to
Philadelplua, and laid the {oundation of
the Catholc religion w that eity. He
r- stded there unut the year 1750, Long
before his death, he built tho chapel near
the presbytery (St. Joseph's) and formed
2 numerous congregation, which has con-
tivucd to increase to the present day,
semember,” sard  Archbishop Carroll,
whosu language we here use, *“to have
seen, in 1748, that venerablo man, at the
head of hus flock.”

Ho was succeeded by Father Hnrding,
whose memory is still in benediction i
that city: and under whose auspices, and
the untiring coergies of whose zeal, the
beautiful church of St, Mary's was
erected,

in the year 1741, two German Jesuits
wese sentto Pennsylvania, for the perpose
of iastructing the German ¢enigrants who
had setiled in that province. These were
Fuather Schneider, u Bavarian, and Father
Wapeler, a Hollander, men full of zeal
and prudence.  ‘The former was pariicu-
tarly gitled with a talent for business, and
possese |, says tho MS. befere us, “con-
summate prudeuce and intrepid courage.”
‘The latter, after having labored cight
yearsn America, during which he con.

also relating to religion. For, while the
thirteen provinces of North America re-
jected the yoke of England, they pro-
claimed at the samne time, freedem of con-
scicuce, and the right of worshipping the
Almighty, according to the spirit of the
religion to which each should belong.—
Before this great event, tha Catilic faith
had penetrated intotwo provinces only,viz,
Maryland and Pennsylvania. Inall oth-
s the laws against the Caibolics were in
force. Any priest coming from foreign
parts was subject to the penalty of death ;
all who professed the Catholic faith were
not merely excluded from the offices of
government, but could hardly be tolerated
ina private capacity. Stvlule this state
of things continued, it is not surprising
that but very few of them setiled in those
provinces ; and they, for tho most part,
forsouk their religion. Bven in Mary-
land and Penasylvania, as was before
mentioned, the Catholics were appressed :
the missionaries were insufficient for the
wants of those two provinces, and it was
next to impossible to dissemnaie the faith
beyond their bouadaries:

By the declaration of Independence,
cvery difficulty was removed - the Catho-
lics were placed on a level with their fel-
low christians, and every polwtical quahifi-
cation was doge away.

Several reasons were assigned in the
MS. for the adoption of 1he article ex-
tending to all the members in the slates
an unqualified freedom of conscience.

1. The leading characters of the first
Assembly, or Congzess, were, through
principle, opposed to everything like vexa-
tion on the score of religion: and,asthey
were perfectly acquainted with the maxims
of the Catholics, they saw the injustice of
persecuting them for adhering to their
doctrines,

II. Tho Catholics evinced a desire, not
tesg ardent than that of the Prolcatz;nls, 0
renler the provinces independeat of the

danger, thoy should be entitled toa parti-
cipation of the common blessings which | land, the young Patrick was purchused, as
crowtied their cfforts,
II. France was negociating an alli- | lived in that part of Deluradin  which is
and uow comprised within the county of An-
nothing could have returded the progress|trim.  The occupation assigned to hin
ol that allinnce more effectunlly, than the
demonstration of any ill-will against the
religion which France possessed.

1V. The aid, or at least the neutenhty
of Cuanada wus judged necessary for the | thought, and to the nursing of those deep
success of the enterprise of the Provincss: {devotivnal feelings which, even at thay
and by placing tho Catholics ona level [time, he felt sirongly stitring within bitm.
with alt other christians, the Canaduns, | The mountain alluded 1o by hiny,- as the
it was behieved, could not bo but favorably {scene of these meditativns, is supposead tv
disposed towards the revolution,

It was not till after the war, that the [ib Aotsim. At length, after six years of
good etfects of freedam of conscience be- | servitude, the desire of vscaping from bop-
gan to develope themselves. ‘The priests {dage aroso in his heast; a voico in his
were few in number, and, almost all su<|dreams, ho says, told him that he ¢ twas
perannuated. There was but hittle commu-} #0on to go to his own country,”and that a
nication between the Catholics of Ame-|ship was ready to convey him, Accord-
rica, and their bishop, the Vicar npostolic|ingly, in the seventh year of his. slavery,
of the London district, on whose spisitual| he betook hinself” to flight, and, making
But, [ his way to the south-western coast of Ire-
whether he did not wish to have uny re-|land, was there received, with somo relue-
lation to u people whom he regarded in {tance, on board a merchant vessel, which,
the light of rebels; or whether it was aflter a voyuge of threo days, landed him
owing, says our old MS., to the natural |on the coast of Gaul.
apathy of his disposition, it is certain,] After indulging, for a time, in the socie-
that he had hardly any communication |ty of his parenmis aud friends, being natur.
either with the priests or the laity, on this | ally desirous of retrieving the loss of those
side the Atantic. Anteriorly to the de-|years during which he bad been Jeft with.
claration of Independence, he had eop-|out mstruction, he repaired to the celebra«
pointed the Rev. Mr. Lewis, his Viear; |ted monastery or college oi St.Martiu,nest
and 1t was this gentleman who govesned
the missionol America, during the time | was, it is believed, initiated in the ecelesi-
that the Bishop remained active.

with the United Provinces:

jurisdiciion they were dependent,

in Maryland, amouated to about sjxteen 1 worki ¢ Lo
thousund : and the greater part of whom |* ¥ dmgs't‘), a warm and pious Image
were dispersed through the countsy, ang | “euomsdesciibed by himseli thuy simply,—
employed in agriculture. In Pennsylva- so unlike the prodigies and miracles with
nia, there werc about seven thousand, and
in the other states, as far asit was possi-
ble toascertain, there were about filteen
1n this number, however, were ful fancy, avd how fondly he alrcady
not comprised the Canadians, or French, | “*™¢™P fated some boly work in lier ser-
or their desendants, who inhabited the | VI¢®-

country to the west of Ohio, and the baoks} At the time when this vision occurred,
of the Missisgippi.

On beiag carried by his captogs to Ire-

a sluvey, by 0 wnu onmed Milcho, who

was thoe tending of sheep ; aud his lonely
rambles over the mountain and in the for-
eature desctibed by himsel{ as baving
been devoted to constant prayer and

haveo been Sliebhmis, as it is now ealled,

Tours, where be remained four yeats, aud

astical state.  That bis mind dwelt much

Shortly after the war, the clergv of | o recollections of Ireland, muy be conclu-
Maryland and of Pennsylvania, coavin. dc..-d from a dresm which *he represents
ced of the necessity of having a superior lnm.svif to have had about this time,in
on the spot, and knowing, too, that the U, which a messenger appeared 1o him, conr
States were opposed to any jurisdiction ing ns if from Irelond, aod beuwring jnnu-
in England, applicd to the Holy Sce, to m"_"’ble letters. on ono of \Vl\.ich were
grant them the priviiege of choosing a ;'f'"‘,’:’ these words, ¢ The Voice of the
superior {rom their own body. The re- sl At the same mon}em, he fancied
quest was acceded to: and their unani- 'rl"“ be could hear the voices of pessom
mous suilrages centered in the Rev. John | 10™ the wood of Fo.cla'.. near the Western
Carroll, whose clection was approved by Sea, cryingout, asif with one vojce,sWe
the Hely See,nnd on whom ample power, eatreat .‘!"‘e' holy youth, to come and
even that of confirmation, was immedi- walk still among ws.” “I was greptly
ately ccnferred. ] )

The number of Cathotics, at this period describing this dresm, “‘and could rend no

affected 10 my heart,’? adds the Saint, in

further 3 | then awoke.” Io these natur-

which most of thoe legends of his lifs
abound,—we sce what a hold the remen-
brance of Ireland had taken on his youth.

St. Patrick was about thirty years old,

In Maryland the pricsts wera nineteen |404 it Was shostly after, we are told; st
in number: in Pennsylvama but five, {P€ placed himself under the spiritual’ di-
Of theso, five were wora out with jofir- |ection of St. German of Ausere, s msn
mitics and age, and the rest we re advan. |of distioguished reputation, in those tmes,
None, except thosc in Bal. {both as a civilian snd an ecclesiastics—
timore and Philadelphia, subsisted on the From this period, there is no very decd-
contributions of their flocks. J
Tho MS. here cads.: other documents, actious, till, io the year 489, we.God bhim
however, may bo had, which will afford {accompanying St. Germen-and Lupus; ia
mother country; and, it was masifest,la continuation of this interesting subject, fibeig expedition ta Britain, for tho. purpose:

rate accouut of the Saint’s studies or Trans-
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