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| Of the life, works and doctrines of Cal

edition, tevised and coriected.
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j and of the scholar of Noyen.

abyss, to be lost for over,

defined and portentous omen, control and

j of passions fermenting amid agilated mas-
fses of society, they acquire an undue
greataess from the force of circumstances,
fand though often but blind instruments
oboying a resistless exterior influence,
they derive credit from success, and, by
ftheir contemporaries and by posterity, are

e events with which their carcer is identi-
fied.

The Monk of Winemberg, Dr. Mariin
Lather, was certainly a man, whose tem~
perament, disposition and intellect, qua~
lifed bim for the pmt he acted in the
Bereat religious drama of the sixteenth cen-
wry: In bis name is contuined a volumi-
bnous history of interesting events: His
Rfigare occupics a prominent place amid
the shadowy personages which history
dows us in her lengthened galaries. The
[grand and imposing figures which there
gcrowd on the mental gaze, with the dozzle
of pontifical tiaras, imperial crowus, res
8 cal dindems, warriar’s swords and plumes,
episcopal mitres, abbot’s stafls, and green
fbays of civic or literary fane, do not pre-~
fveat our notice of the great reformer, who
isiands beforo us, with his feet upon the
frobss of his former monachismand priest-
khood, with his much loved Catherine by
jlis side, and his first- born clasping his
@ Paternal . knecs, the.German vision of the

bible in onc hand, and-the other clenched,

vin, by Mr. Audin, Knight of theor-
der of St. Gregory the Great, member
of the Academy and literary eirele of
Lyons, of the Tiberine Academy of
Rome, of the Academy of the Calholic
Religion of the same city, §c. New
Paris.

The religious discussions, and discord-
ant sects, of the present times, have a-
wakened in numbers of all denomigations,
the Jeepest and most reasonable grief,
f becauso it is but 100 apparen: that religion
suffers amidst the contests of opinion, and
% infidelity or indifference gains all those
f vho are disgusted with the warfare of
croeds, puzzled by the inconsistent absurd-
ities of irreconcileable articles of faith, and
¥ shocked by the unchuaritable bitterness of
| soctaries.  If principles should be appres

cisted by their consequences, if the tree
should be judged by s fruits, we have in

the present condition of Protestant Christ-
j ianity, ample reasons for lamenting the
$ day, whose light shed its first rays vpon
R the cradle of the Monk of Winemberg,
Born to
be the scourge of the more faithless and
| negligent children of tho church of God,
their type is seen in the fate of that brignt
stary, which, followed by a third of the
f tost of licaven, like lightning, fell into the

In the histary of revolutions, we pers
ceive thut individuals gencrally becomo
filie persomifications of the sentiments,
§ {ealings, passions and views .of parties,
Rand by the magic of somo word of un-

govern the popular power, of which they
§peetond to be the servants. The offspring

Resteemed the very causes and authors of'

e——

and menaeingly directed Jgainst some
object of denunciation—a vision of anti-
christ, pethaps—which he would annihil-
ate with the lightning of his ire which
flashes from his cyes. And yeu the mage
nitude of tho Saxon's fame was less due
to his own genius than to tho times in
xhich he lived. He appeared at a period
when causes, long in sileat operation,
wero progressing to their mighty results,
and as far as excitement, an immense in-
fluence and power, and a deathless cel-
brity, could be desired by an ambitious
man, who cared for no destiny lLut the
present, it was most fortunate for him that
the star of his nativity marked his biith
for that precise epoch. Had he conte in-
to the world fifty years sooner, bie might
have plodded on with the other monksin
their routine of specified avecaitons, and
taid his bones in the cemetry of the mons
astry, beneath the marble monuments of
his order. Haud his nativity been retard-
ed for hall a eentury, his chances for no-
toriety would have been diminished, and
perhaps somo other name would have re-
presented the agitations, passions and out-
breaks of the times, and summed up the
history of the result of those causes, which
favored him and made him great, and
which, had le not existed, must still have
produced important if not similar events.
Ttose who can only contemplate frag-
mentsof history, and whose minds are
inadequate to grasp the details and com-
binations of vast and comprehonsive pic-
wures, may perhaps find asolution in the
personal genius of the refornier, for the

whole problem of that great revolution o

which he was the hero. We are content
to leave these standing, in mute reverence
and admiration, before the collosal statue
of their idol, on whose pedestal they have
placec the burning incense of their grate-
ful adulation, ‘The apostate monk neither
foresaw nor devised the work which he
accomplished, and, even were this work
itself worthy of praise or approbation, we
could not be so blind to the preceding and
attendingevents, as to consider him in eny
other light, than asa mere instrument,
abeying the influence of events and itself
ignorant of the end of its operations ;
like many other heroes, he was, perhaps
himsell the most ¢f any, astonished at his
owao deeds and success, and wondered that

“oreatness was thus threst opon him.”?

Mr. Audin, in his history of Luther’s
life, has shown the true character, posis
tion, and deserts of the Saxon monk. He
has placed him in a light which exhibus
this true claims, and reveals his enormous
Vdefecis. And this he has done, in u man-
ner, which sets at defiance the cavils of
ihe critic, and the reclumations of the
sectary 3 for he proceeds with 3 logic
that is irrefutnble, anda teference to wrins
ten documents, whose genuineness Canngd
Le questioned.

Among the co-labourers of the German
reformer, there are many, whose names
are held in particular esteem Ly Protesi.
ants, but certainly uone of them played a
more importont part thun did John Cul
vin, the Theocratic despot of Geneva.
With less genius and fewer good gpalities
than Luther bad, with lessin his ciaracter

to awaken sympathy, and far inferior
talents for moving popular masses, the
scholar of Noyon, by soitie means, was
enabled to throw his spell over tho once

ands with the poison of his heiesics—
vest himself with the mantle of an usurped
priesthood,—~make himself the prominent
object of veneration in the temple, and
of honor in the state,—pive his own pors
trait to be revered by men and women,
in place of the images of the saints and

salvation,

interest, proofs of laborious and careful
research, a correct analysis of the doc-

tion &nd the same well-woven logic, and

which characlerise the author's * Life of
Luther.”

The readers of the Catholic Advocate
will no doubt, be content 10 accompany
us in our propused excursion with Mr,

ied. We will point out, for"their observa-

tion, some of those things which mos

struck ourselves, and at times we shall al-

lew the learned and graphic writer 10 ad-
dress them in his own words, and make
them paticipators of his thoughts, feelings,
and inspiration,

¥n this introduction, the author causes
us 10 remark the difference * etween the
ad that of

reformation of Wittemberg
Geneva.

« At Wittemberg it was a revolt of the

cloister; at Geneva, a political move-
ment.,  Under this double form, the refor-

‘mation of the 16th century deceived the

In Saxony, it
was destined to result in anarchy; in

souls which it bore away.

Swiizerland, in despotism.”
i

at the wheat market.

but [ 1enounce the Chrism.”

famed merchant of Goneva, taint thous-

of the crosd of Christ,—and persuade his
disciples that for the love of God they
shoull desecrato churches, pillage con-
vents, destroy the most valuable creations
of the arts; seize upon tle goods and the
wives of their neighbors ; reject the sacra-
menis; control conscience ; corrupt the
bible; and do all manner of iniquity,—
whilo, forsooth, he, tito heaven sentapostle
assured to them the right to a place among
“the clect,” whom God, from all eternity,
had, by unalterable decree, destined for

Calvin, therefore, next after the grea
Saxon, has deserved to find a biographer
in Mr, Audin, who has presented to the
public, a work in two octavo volumes of
upwards of 500 pages euch, in which we
find many passages of stitring dramatic

wines of Calvin, n striking exposition of
the incongruous symbols of the reformas

detailed reference to historical aathorities

Audin through partsof that historical do.
majn which he has so thoroughly explors

Firstyears of Calvin, 1509, 1520.—
On 1he 10th of July, in the year 1509,

Jobn Calvin was born a1 Noyon, in the
house where now hangs the sign of the

siag, and which his faiher had purchased
He was baptised
,atSr. Godeberte, having the canon, Jchn
1de Vatines, for his godfather. *I retain
1my bapiism,” Calvin ofien said 10 Beza,

His fuiher, Gerard Cauvin, 2 native
of Pontle-veque, had two wives, the first
of whom was Jeanne le Frane, native of
Cambray, and daugher of a tavern-keep-
er, who hadetiied ut Noyon. By this

wifo, Gerard had six children, four sons
and two daughters. The sons wereo
Charles, John, Anthony, and a fourth,
whoso name is usknown. The two
daughters were married in the Catholic
Church:

At the birth of John, those present
were astonished by an unusual phenomo.
non, for an account of which we must
refer tho reader to the thind page of his
original. If true, his entranco into life,
as well as his exit, was visivly noted by
that Divine Providence, whose hand holds
tho seales by which menare to be weighs
ed, nnd whose judgment reverses the sens

tence, which the world;passes upon human
deeds.

Gerard, whose eye read the future, dess
tined this child for the study of theology.

# The limpid and prominent eve of the
child, his large brow, his nose susceptible
of gentle inflexions, such as the ancients
delighted to contemplate in their siatues,
his lips curled with disdain and sneers,
his leaden and Lillious complexion, were
the indicia of cunning, stratagem, and ob«
stinacy. When in the Library of Genes
va, you meet the portrait of Luther be-
side that of Calvin, you immediatety di«
vine the psycological faculties of the twe
reformers, The one, with his florid facez
in which the blood courses and boils ; with
his eagleseyes, and brilliant tints of co-
lours quite Venetian, represents popular
cloquence, brutal force, and lyrical en
thussasm ; for him, the tribune, the public
place, the tavern, The other, with his
face of an anchoret, emaciated with vigils
or discase, his faded flesh, his unquite aiz,
his cadaverous hue, his prominent bones,
piercing the skin, will figure obstinate eo-
phistry and argument, He is the man of
the school, of the temple, of the cabinet,—
the diplomatic theologian, the fox, whoy
to disguise himself, has assumed the
mork’s cap.”

(To be centinued.)
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DisTRESS AMONGsT THE LABOURERS
AT Lacmixe.—Since our last, we under~

stand that several humane individuals from
this City have visited Lachine, who report
that the distress existing amongst the la~
bourers is fur greater than they had been
prepared to witness ; fwo Aundied and
firty souls are actually without a morsel to
put fu their mouths, in a state of starva-
tien. 4 subscription was commenced in
town vesterday towards relieviig these
poor creatures, which Afr. Killaly headed
by a donation of £25—Messrs. Tobin and
tlolmus cach contributing £3 A quan-
tity of oatmeal has been forwarded to the
spot to ward off the immediate danger,
and other steps will be immediately token
to relieve this mass of misery till the com
mencement of the works, which wo ‘be-
lieve, we may now stale preity positively
will not be deferred Leyond Monday
weck. But in the meantime, what a pros-
pect for these poor creatures, without the
aid of'a gencrous publicisoxtended towards
them ! Hall a day more of the misery
they have already endured would send
hundreds to their graves.—Alon, Trap~
script. ) ) 3
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