
COMMON SENSE.'3

inost successfully correct mistaken notions
and ridiculous .applications:-of emcee-theore-
tical and tabstract leaiing; -Commori sénse
enables us to judgé and act Where the- ex-
perience of common life can be applied, but
no further. To exercise it thtisfaris, howv-
ever, of the iJnmost. importance~ to. every
one.

.Wben a young mnan has comp!<tted.hir,
education and goes forthý into the, mnidst of
the realities of life, to- ckercisehis callingor
fulfil the duties of bis. profession, lie w~ill
find innumerable cases ini which he cannot
be guided by tedlhuical rules alone, but
must use, also, a rneasure of judgment and
tact to adopt or.vary the miles of art to the
peculiarity or emer-ency of -the case he may
have irî harid. Orisettingýaside successiit is
necessary in order to save ourselves from
ridicule,to see that an application of learning:
is notin-opposition to the plain perception
of common. sense: This. 'bas long since
been strikingly illustrated in. the vanity of
the sophistical youth, just fiesh from college
anxious to .display his 'logical attaijaments,
prQved to his father.that .a hzýrse chesMtnz is
a c1iestmet /iorse, but -who received e good
lesson in common sense by hi-, father giving
hrn a saddle.and bridle and a horsechesinjut,
that lie might enjoy a ride as a reward for
his proficiency

During many years experience as a meni-
ber of the Board of Public Instruction: and.
as superintendent of schoois, the writer bas
had abundant reason to notice and lame2nt
the great Iack of good sense, in the candi-
dates for certificates, and in -the teachers
engaged in teaching school. Many- who
could furnish good answers -in thei regtlar
routine work of thre different branche§,
would write the most. absolute nonsense in
answr -ta- questions wvhich required the
exercise of judgment and the -dictates of
comrmon experience.. The writer rememù-
bers some cases:.that were-so very sill*y that
they may -probably-be- attributed merelyto
nervousness or absence of--mind:.

Let twvo illustrations suffice.- Pinted
question, IlWhat relatioii wffis:Abrghaùù-fô
jacob ?" AusýVer, bythe ekiiditè e'andidaté,
"R9;is grantiriother !"ý Questiôn laiù hiüË-
mar, IlWhat iý plural of wo "AngtVer,

(probably by. some- learned old' bachelôr>,

tion a c5eries of i nstafices nearly as abdfrd,
and wliich were undoubtedly attributablé 4o,
bad mental'tmini'ng,-presented themý;eivs to
the aunoyance of the exaniinerg. Andten
in the schooi-house the teaclier iihighe be
seen hobbling onthe crutches of definitî'oûs,
rules and keys, -or struttiùg on, the Étiltsof
* scholastic idealism, instead of moving'on-
ivard in the exercise of good practicaV* judg-
mient and common sense. -Of course, ývlVen
there are these defloiencies in the instrucôr,
the pupils must lack a very iniportàt.'ele-
ment-in their education, an -element to
which is Éù véry- apt to be *overlooked
and neglected in after life, that an -ed'ucatd

-man may be a learnéd siipletonv.-, Thé
reader inust have met wvith --mâ>ny -such -in
ail th-e different vocations of life..,

The 'edùcated farnier Who pri ndes himself
upon lis knÔ%vledge of agriculturaf 'chenu-is*-
try and vegetablè--ýhilosophy, who caùnïalk
by the hour, most philosophically, upon the
organic and inorganic elements of soils, the
proper rotation of crops, and the utility of
artificiai. manures to. supply the. needed
constittuan.ts of plants to the soul which nour-
ishes theni, and >'et allow his vulgar,
Cômmon place dung hieaps to accumnulate,
year after year, at his stable doors, under the

* dropping of the eaves and*thie. flôwig of
Spâuts, the water ecanîying away the. 'veg&'
'table substanice of thé, rnanure*into "t1e
stagnant* ditches of bhis barx- yaÈdLýhàd
betier Sith à11 his getting,-get &-si-ali pot-
tion of common sense. -

Thé eloquent barrister who delivcred his
carteful1ý, prepared- speech,- replete 'ýwitIu

:.acute disciiminations and Iearned criticirn,
*based upôn"the'items of his briefbùt entir-

-. 1ý.ifa:pý0;pà't àtèr evclùëeÏfflh
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