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KNIGHTS TEOMPLAR COMPETITIVB DRILLS.

Caini and iinbiaed investigation
of the subjeot bas convlnced me that
iicthing je to be gained by a further
continuance of the practice of hold-
ing conipetitive drille by commanders
at each recnrring Triennial Conclave
of the Grand Enc&mpment. The
successful commandery gains nothing,
even thougli it secures a banner or
what net. At that time it le doubt-
lese the best drilled commandery ln
attendance, but that dos notprove that
it le the beet in the country, because
there may be a haif dozen other comn-
manderies not lu attendance equally
as profluient, in the tactice, if not
more se. Again, the ranke of a cern-
mandery are subject te changes, ana
the best drilled commandery cf te-
dlay may net be able te muster a cor-
poral's guard cf able-bedied men te
take part in the drill cf next year.
And even though it dia, what cf it>
Are the members of a commandery
any better qualifled te teach the
bealitiful anda impressive lessone cf
Ten plariem, becaui;e of their profici-
ency iu the tactice? And Fxe they
botter prepared te perform those
Knightly duties cf , feeding the
hny and clothing the rýîked, ana
Ibinding up the wounds cf the affliet-
ed,"' because of their ekillin the tac-
tics? Ana dose it make thern any
boetter men or Templars than those

unskiiied in Templar tactics? To ait
Of thesqe questions my answer ie no.
<Jompetiti-\e drills create jealeusies
and heart-lburnings between Tem-
plars, and are the cause of strife and
contention in the body of Templar-
ism. that ouglit not, neither should
they, have a lodgment in the breast
of a true and courteous Rnight.

There should be that openness and
candor among Templars flot to be
found in any other society? Nothing
but genuine friendship and brotherly
good feeling should exiet, not only
between the members of a particular
comriandery, but At should be r-ni-
versai and as free as the air we
breathe. The beautiful lessons of
the Temple should be se learned that
they may be rendered in the nicet
impressive manner; thorougliness in
this particular Vwill tend to elevate
,end ennoble net only the order, but
the individual members thereof, and
will have a tendency to make botter
mnen ana botter Christian warriors of
theni. Templars properly instructedl
ini the truthe of the order will be bot-
ter prepared to wage a warfare lu de-
fense of truth. thpt. wiil ennoble their
natures, and make theni feel that al
are brothers in deea ana in truth.
Bach successive Tepetion of, a truth
is sure to leave a trace of good in the
hlearts and consciences of ail who re-


