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mnust pass through. There is a vork lying
beyond t hein. It must bc so, so long as the
Church endureth. With ail this, renmember
the great promise whicih iever has been broken,
never can be brokcen, that the Lord is with us
unto the end of the vorld. "l Lo, I an Vith
you alway,' said le to those whom le loved
and tauglht vien here upon earth. Until ie
ret uîrns in lis glorified humanî person, the % ery
Son ofGod H1liiself, clothed in our hitunanity,
is still with us, though we sece lim not, and
the Clirktian's failli is demianded at every
moment. The Lord is here. lie is still vitl
you, above ail, lelping you. lie Lord loves
vou as lie loves ail those whom le hath re-
deemed. MY brothers, I have done.

IDZU, JAPAN.

H E Province of Idzu lies on the East
Coast of the main island of Japai,
aid consists of a proimîontory running
nearly due south for about iifty miles
with a geieral breadti of about four-

teen miles fromt sea to sea. It is extremiely
miounstainous, and probably of later volcanic
origin, for everywhere in thie iiîîdst of the hîills
are littile liamilets grouped about hot sprinîgs.
lIn onîe spot, at the village of Shuseuji, a streaim
of lit water rises fromn a rock in the midst of
the icy-cold river. in sone parts tle scenery,
combining iii oie view moîauiitain and sea, is
very fine, and fromil the iorth-west portion of
the proionîtory, whiere it mcets the iiaiiland,
the celebrated nuntain af Fuji rises fromî the
slore in one grand sweep to a lcight of over
i !,ooo feet. For soie years past the Society
lias liad work in Idzu in two stations, one oni
tIe East aud the other on the West coast, and

has recently opened a third aIt a smaili town in
the very centre of the province. Besides our
own, there seens to be little Mission work
carried on in this neighbohood, and I Çd
apparently a renarkable decrease in the former
activitv of other \lissionary bodies in the
countrv districts ; the truth being, I thinik, that
the active Mission work anong the Noncon-
formist Missions is falling more and more into
the hands of their young Japanese ministers,
and these prefer to work iii the capital or the
largrer townîs.

During a recent visit to the Mlissions in Idzu
I had an interesting meeting at the fishinig
towin of Ito on the East Coast. The work here
is carried on hy a catechist nanied Shirai. H1e

is an old man, now growing
feeble, and in weak health
since a severe attack of dvsen-
tery in Ihe summer of insi year.

- leads a verv isolated life,
Ito being slit in on tlhree sides
by high iountains whiclh cme
down in precipices to the verge
of the ocean. We are not able
to afford a chapel in the town,
and our mîeetinigs and services
are hcld in one of the two
rooms of which the cateclist's
house consists. Whenî not in
use the altar is concealed iii a
recess, by a curtain dravn
across Ie front. It was in
this roomn that I leld the neet-
inîg I have nentioned, and of
which i will try to give an
account, as it will illustrate
verv well the ianner in which
Mlission work in the country

districts in Japan is carried on. Shirai had
invited a nuniber of lis leathen neiglbors to
coie to the meeting, soile of wlon-not.
nany- hîad respoided. We all sat in a circle
on the straw mats witlh whiich the floor is
covered, a fire-pot vith charcoal embers stood
in our mîidst, and fron time to time tiny cuns
of tea were hanîded round bv the catechist's
wife. After prayers witlh tle Clristians present,
and a short reading, ! gave an address on sone
of the chief trutls of Clristianity. I invited
anv of those presenît to ask questions, or to
state anv objections which they felt against
Christianitv. Two of my hcarers replied, and
as their questions and statements represent two
different aspects of the difficulties whiclh ordin-
arily iinders the receptions of the trutlh by the
heatlhen, I will give . short description of both.

First, Nlr. Vamamoto spoke and brouglht for-
vard two objections, one general and one

specific. "I If," lie said, "lthere is as Vou teacli,
a good, loving Almigylit God, Our Father,
why do tIe good suffer ? i an a good manî.
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