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soil be of a lizht, fijable character, the Norfolk
or four-course system (wheat after clover)
is generally followed, the spreading roots of the
clover giving that firmness to the soil which ex-
perience has shown to be so desivable for wheat.
On such soils, too, the roller, either plain or
ribhed, is a good friend to the farmer : it closes
the surface, stops evaporation, and consolidates
the body of the soil generally.

On strong lands, again, root erops are certain-
1y the hest preparation for v heat, provided the
Tand can be ¢leared in time 1o allow for wheat
sowiny. In the north and other districts, where
the five or six cowrse system is carried out,
cither tumnips, or potatoes, or nimgel . ccede
the wheat. Al form good faliowin 1 erops, al-
Jowinr the lund to be well cleared, veguiring fo
themselves mineral ingredients different in pro-
portions from the wheat, and at the same time
JTeaving on the Jand a supply of organic matter
for its use.

On very heavy soils root crops are vavely at-
tempted, owing to the difliculty in obtaining
sufficiently fine tilth for the seed-bed, aud also
to the difficulty in gett'ng them ot the laud
hefore the bad weather sews in. On such soi's
beans are sown alternately with wheat,  This
rotation, though suitable as regards the chemis-
try of the two crops, has one great fault, that of
preventing Lo agreat extent that mechanical treat-
ment of the soil which we know adds so much to
its fertility. The bean stubble is ploughed in with
its accumulated weeds; the wheat sown, and
generally, on such soils, Teft unhoed until har-
vest; the ploughs are seat in agam as soon
after the ficld is eleared as possible ; manure
cither plonghed in now or hefore seed-time in
the spring, and the land is left {or the winter
fallow. Tu the spring the first chaace of get-
ting the beans sown shoald not be loxt; and
the only opportunity of getting the land clean
is during the early period of their growth: and
then the chanees of weather on strong clay soi's

are considerable against you, and the weeds 1e-

main mastess of the icld, wntil a twdvemonth's
fallow and a larce expenditere in labour agam
¢'ears vour land ef those unprofitable occupants.
The addition of a thivd crop to the rotation,
which would admit of a hetter preparation of
1he land, mizht be obtained in the smooth-leav.
cd rape.  This on such soils. grows well; jt
admits of the land heinz well worked and clear-
ed before sowing, and of heing kept clean dur-
ing its growth: it comes to matwity emly
cnouzh to be fed off by the end of September,
and leaves a large amount of gnod dressing for
the suceeeding erop of wheat — The goad effeet
of the extra tillaze in cultivating root crops is
alwaye shown in the succeeding wheat crvops
and ‘altheurh different practices prevail neces-
sarily in different distriets. still, as a general
rule, a farmer cannot deepen his soil too much,
nor veduce it to too fine n tilth, i preparing it
for the reception of his wheat.

-posed to concede to.

Having, then, to the best of our judgment and
our power, completed the preparation of the
land, the next point fur consideration is the s
lection of the seed; and this is a poiut of far
more inpottance than fmas we generally dis
We have no series of
properly conducted practical experiments to re
fer to, which we always desnable in cases where
seientific principles are so oppused to general
practices as in this instance; but to those atall
acquamted  with natueal history—the laws of
animal or veretable life—a little consideration
would clear up any doubts they mixht befoie
have possessed in reference 10 1t. We may he
10k, it is true, that good sved does not produce
a good crop. while the produce of inferor seel
is sometimes of wsuperior quainy. This
be quite troe, and there may he many other wap
of accounting fur the result beyond the mee
difference in the secd; Lut as avale, the law of
} roduction—+# that like produces like"—camet
he disresdedy therefuie if we wish to seewe
the best results, it is importaat that the sed
sown. shoeld be of the best quality—that i
showld be perfect i itself—and thal it should
be fully matured.  ‘The tempiation of the
hizher price too often tuXes all the bust grain
of the farm to the market, while the inferior
qualitics, including the tail corn, with allits
immature and injured grains, are, with a sadly
shortsightcd economy, considered good enough
to risk the next year's ciop upon.

Another puint to be attended to in veference
to seed comn is the advantaze of changing it as
often s cireumstances will permit for scd
sown in a2 different district, both as regards soll
and climate, fiom your own 5 asseed constantly
produced year after year on the same soil is g
to deteriorde in quality, snd to Jroduce a oop
less vigorots mid more lable to Ciscase thanif
its conditions of growth had been frequentiy
changed.

This practice of changing seed is hecoming
every yeur more followed, experience satisfue
turily confirmin + the coneetness of its prineiples.
Not only is amare healthy plant sccured, bat
an opportumity is ofivred to the farmer, hy using
as seed the orain of an carlier district, 10 ace
levate thie time of his own harvest, which i
sume seasous and in seme places is a matter of
considerable importance to im.  Thus the Jieht
chadk and gmavelly soils  of Kent furnish @
good exchange with the strong alluvial and ciay
s0ils of the oppusite coust of Fssex; and the
fen soils of Muntingdon and Lincolnshie ex
change seed beneficially with the wolds anl
chalk =oils of Cambridzcshive and the greo
sandstone soils of Vedfordshive ; while ik
strang. cold ¢livs of Northumberland snd Ben
wickshire, and the vich alluvial carse soils of the
worth would find the sced corn of the wam
frinble soils of the new red sandstone improv
the wheat produce of their broad and wellill
fields.—Ous Farm Craps, by Jous Wise
F.R.S.E.




