
IHE INSTRUCTOR.

"If I can be an honourable character
and maintain myself hioneatly by mly
own exertions, I shall not trouble my-
self about white bands and gentle-
rmanly notions, Owen, I assure you.

These two lads were about the same
nge, and, in accordance with an an-
nual custom, were visiting, with a
lare family party, at their grandfa-
ther's mansion. Just as Owen had ut.
tered his last remark, the praye r-bell
rang, and their venerable relative en-
tered wuh the usual salutations of thie
new year. Their own response was
-chastened by the conviction that he
could not survive to witness many
tnorusuch anniveraariey, and that each
returning period might be the last of
their family gatherings round bis

bee-ful fire side. He minght have
heard some part of our friends' con-
versation, but ho made no allusion to
the circumstance, save that, it his
morning supplications at the domestie
91tar,. he prayed mos: fervently that
«the Gnd of their-fathera would bless
the ladg now standing on the thregh-
old of actiye life, with guidante as to
thbir future course on earth,and crbwn
its closa with an abutidant eâtrance
iate etertife,"- ' .
*.ir. M- complained of diffienlty
inspeaking to young peopl3 upionre-
ligious subjects, -yet they perpâtually
felt howwarmly:he waaterested l»
tlîvwelfare ; andi many of his graid-

laildren >regarded him as their most
<onfidential and indulgent friend, a
titln which he'richly merited and se-
dulously turned to their advanitage.-
Aftenbreakfast he distributed the eus-'

,UtmaryË New Year's Gifts to ail ex-
eept Owen and Edmund, whom he in-
:ited into bis study ta receive the neat
bubatantid watches which he always
presentedito those who had just quitted
th routine of sch'otl.

"This is an important era to you,
ny dear lads," he rentarked, as lie

tôlitemplated the delight with which
they examned the bright lttle noi-
torg, which they debmed it great addi-
tion. to their Abgnity. flYoit read of
epochs ò tirge in history, 4f critical

junctures in the c:reer of boroes, o
'golden opportunities' in everv indivi-
dual's life, and all these unite in the
experience of to-do ! Having corn-
pleted one brief period of preparatory
discipline and study, you have arrived
ut a point where many ways .neet, or
rather, where many paths branch off;
and need direction as to the one you
should choose foryour oward course.
Have you thought at all what you
should be ?'

"Oh, yes!" replied Owen. "I
mean to be a gentleman; that has
been decided long ago."

A'smile lurked for a moment in Mr.
M-o's eye; es he turned towirds
Edmund vith the query, "And yafdU
is your choice made?"

"I must be a worker, sir," answer-
ed Edmund, "and suppose I shall fol-
low ny father's profession, and try to
cure, or àt least to alleviate, my neigh'
bors' sufferings."

aIWell, that is a very honorable;
useful, and inifuential post, Edmund;
though involving much self-denihlt
much patieit study, and muh porse-
vering activity; and I trust .ydu wilI
be blessed and nmade a blessinbg
thonrâahds in your day and'genera-
tien."

"I bad thought of the' iSW, od on-
gineqring, or imercantile pursuits,"
contihned Eîmtnid 'bUt 1 feit hfraid
of the temptationsI 'uight encounter
there.>

"There is no sphere freë from temp.
tations, my boy; and some fancy tie
nedical studqnt is more exposed te

scepticism, infidelity, end dissipation
than most others; but there is One,
Edmund. able and willingto ihield all
who seek his protection. While pro-
serving- your Ôwn -integrity, ha may
enable yotu steady consistency to at-
tract your associate.s to the service of
the sane M tr.ser.

" And so, Owen,"' itursued Mr.
M -, turning to his other grandson,
«your design is to be à gentlemana?"

"Yes, sir, I hete work, and shlI
have a andsome incoie when I
of age; se I thinkit willi


