PREFACE.

Ix venturing to place before the public these
“ fragments” of a journal addressed to a friend,
I cannot but feel considerable misgiving as to
the reception such a work is likely to meet with,
particularly at this time, when the country to
which it partly refers is the subject of so
much difference of opinion, and so much
animosity of feeling. This little book, the
mere result of much thoughtful idleness and
many an idle thought, has grown up insensibly
out of an accidental promise. It never was in-
tended to go before the world in its present
crude and desultory form ; and I am too sensible
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