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284 A YEAR IN TEE-GREAT REPUBLIC.”

So we hardened our hearts, kept to the original -

programme, paid almost the full ordinary fare and

(procured unlimited tickets for San Francisco, arranged
according to the route we had already planned out
many weeks before, but which was constantly under-
going modifications as fresh light came to us.

One of the greatest difficulties in an extensive
country like America is to get any reliable advice as
to such a tour as we were contemplating. We could
not see everything. Naturally we wished to see what
,was most characteristic. But each one’s opinion

- varies on this point according to his :)wn tastes or
| accidental experiences. ,
Moreover, when distances are calCulated not by
“ hundreds but by thousands of miles, it was difficult to

find" people who had even been over much of tj:e
grémnd we thought of taking. .

Mé,xiy of those who had done so had travelled some
years ago, when the conditions were perhaps quite
unlike those of to-day, and in all good faith would
warn us against hardship and discomfort in the least
disagreeable part of our wanderings, or try to insist
upon our including something in the programme -
which turned out to be utterly uninteresting to
us. -




