 which will place Buller in a position to
| haps to cut Joubert’s line of communica- ‘When writing yesterday in :
tion. : R sititionality of Mr. Cottan’s
I the comments cabled to the after- double tenure of office, we had mnot Ioek-
noon papers it is suggested that Lord | ed at the act in amendment of the con-
Roberts will mass the commands of Gat- | stitution passed at the last session. This
acre, Warren and French and invade the act makes our case much stronger;. This/
Free State, and it is added that Kimber- act, after providing that the executive
ley and Mafeking may be sacrificed to |council: shall consist of the following
accomplish this. The first part of this officials: Provincial secretary,. attorney-
suggestion is probable enough, the latter | general, chief commissioner of lands and
part is‘one of those wild guesses for works, miinister of finance and agricul-

“Puerto Rico” in brackets. The Presi-
dent of the United  Statew hs-decided
that in future the name shail be Puerto
Rieo, and by law what he sayadn o mat-

gates as & surprise, and they had

Governor to - appoint eome . Iem- time to protes againet"it.' Alg far as we

Ber of the evecutive counell tdfbe|Deve learned, itjia the opiniom of a 14¥Ee
Fils ey in additi ’ number of t Conservatives that i

minister ot. mines in & on to &0¥| yarty lines are inopportune at the pres- |ter of this kind goes im thé Uaited:

otHer portfolio: he may hold, Now it islent time, in the inuelrfets ofh the ononsteg; States.

‘s wettled prineiple of law that “ex-|vative party, as well as- those L ———— et | Fiom the Londom Dafly Mail..

pressio: unius est esclusio alterius”; fm'méifndéﬁm not fo‘,i{?uwwt;“tﬁ:" Some Mainland contempoparies: are|. mue o:llng :‘: otw\he militls,  ‘which

that is where certain thi N 1 eles Wilson and a 1 ort of Va'nc,on.ver vﬂagltiihngf(.)r a system of representation: | was: commuicated to paniiament westerday

fed in. 8 statute things that are mot{men. think them desirable that those | by population in British Qotambia;. but. B R R ey Tes of™

specified are exclnded by necessary jm-| who do notiare luké-warm Conservatives. it is manifest that if such a system were grest satidfaotion;. espeeisdly among its offi-

piication:. The comstitation act having

provided: that finance and agriculture

. ) < Sval % 5 2 '€ | cers, whose complhing of recent- years has
:’tlctoria e;ggnlcsengogs ng:-?fyboi? fss;oe Ladopted this year it might lave tor be |boun: that their fbroe: ks neglected by .the
: minis : ag rong € changed annually hereafter By:reasom:of

which the Saturday afterncon eorres- ture, ministor of mines and president of} sould: be combined and that the de-

pondent is notorious. How in the name the council, says: - partment of mines meight be combined

ing has inoe to show" ERRCEAICIA.
and ‘mothing. = the rapidly changing distribution of pepe-
of common sense can Mafeking and Kim- “It shall be lawfnl for the Lieutenant-| iy any ottter porttelio, the absolutely

ocourred 3

‘ A The militia’ of the Whited Kingdom s

that they have left the fold. Mr. Wil 7 s

son in his speech gave a lucid account of flation. ¥t would be well o leave thimgs: maintained for the pucpeses of augmenting
the inception and original objects- of the | alone until after the next cemsus, ahloae

berley be sacrificed by the umion of the Governor-in-council to appoint: any MEM} jrregigtille inference s that none of the

three commands and the invasion of the | ber of the executive council holding al her offices ¢an be combined in ome

A the m‘lrllitaxr,\r,\l strength of the cowstry in
- - 3 ‘ i # natibnal damger or great
Liberal-Conservative- rty,” and thHel.. . . g L
Turner party require nomb'etter‘nrgume'nt* it is felt that some particular locality
Froe State? The contrary is what would | salaried position a8 acting minister in} ;. 5icigial; alttiough -the duties of the
be likely 10 happen, for the Boer forces the place of any other such person;. whilé}: <everal officers might be from Snaien

THE BRITISH MILITHEA.\.
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Hew It Is- Gonstituted, Maintained and
Gailed. Qut—Its Stvength:  Is.-
135,000 Men.: .,
Yesterday's despatches said that the
Boers nd Ladysmith are becoming
 wery nervous. 'Their position is a very
frying one for an irregular force, and
“.Gén, Buller has only to exercise & little
.good judgment to completely shatter that
portion of the epemy’s army. No one
‘can rgalize more fully than Gen. Joubert
. does that he js about to be caught in
_his own trap. He occupies a very strong
* position on the Tugela but he is almost
. i asmuch in a state of siege as Ladysmith

, ‘for be cannot advance and he dare

emergency. By royal proolamation the
for their existence. In thé minds of ;ought to be given a represemtative. A fmmmgﬁ g;;t'pll):oetgﬁmmivl: gl‘l?;r;ol;?
many the are a combination of ithe-best | census will be taken im 1901 and the

3 i 2 3 1 vice within'the cenfines.of the United King-
elaments of both parties bound togetheT ltarm of the present house wiilanot expire ‘dom,. but men may volunteer to serve in
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pared with such care and good judg-

‘enany'sl’mesotmiﬁ

. pel them to withdraw from Stormberg,

" ‘day's Colonist. The Inhlawe Mountains

moment he leaves the
! ,- which have been pre-

ment, he will be set upon by our ¢roops
/and be at itheir mercy. _
_while Gen. Buller is being reinforced
and ought soon to he able to cut off the

amunication. To g

this a long detour will e necessary, but
£his ought not to be beyond the capacity
.ot Buller's force. 'Once his connections
- are cut, Joubert's position will be abso-
. render will be all that will be iett to him.
We hope that we have heard the last of
frontal attacks upon the ememy in his
_chosen position.

Cronje’s column is somewhat better
.situated, , for he is not dependent upon
railway connection and he has no Brit-
ish force in his rear, as White is in the
rear of Jouwbert; but he also is subject
to the danger of & crushing defeat if he

"_attempts to withdraw from his present
‘position.

Looking at the whole situation it seems
_as if the time were Tipe for an advance
into the Free State from the south. If}
Gen, French’s column were strongly re-

‘inforced he could sweep the enemy be-
fore him at Colesburg and thereby com-

shvus leaving the way clear to Gen. Gat-
. acre. The moment the Free State is in-
" vaded the ‘position of the enemy in Natal
.and at Modder River will become ex-
¢remely embarrassing, for if he does
not retire he will leave Bloemfontein
first and Pretoria later undefended, and
'3 he attempts to retire the purspit will
‘be disastrous to him. Hence we conclude
that the best course to be taken in our
‘interests is to prepare Buller to cut Jou-
‘hert’s connections: with Pretoria and Te-
%inforce French so as to enable him to
drive the encmy across the Orange
* River.

Reports of uneasiness among the Boers
are repeated, and a definite statement
has come out from Lorenzo Marques

. hat a brother of the president of the
. Jree State with 800 followers has de-
clined to continue the war. Winston
«Churchill, who escaped . from Pretoria,
Dbrings out  a  story of desertions in
<’ ¥e also says that the food

¥ is rynning short and the crops a¥€lclaiming the grade

wuftering. = There must surely be some
fire where there is so much smoke. On

. the other hand, a Capetown despatch
eays that the reported disaffection of the

' Dutch in Victoria West is mot as serious
. as has been thought. Victoria West lies
to the morth and "west of the railway
from the Cape, and if there was any
great display of disloyalty there
Mothuen’s Yine of communication would
The in jeopardy. - :
A great'deal of speculation is indulged
““4n as to Buller's plans, but in the absence
.-of any definite information it -is not pos-
sible to form any opinion that is more
ithan a surmise, He is moving heavy
" gums 80 4& to bring them to bear on the
“Wger position at Colenso, This seems to
indicate that he proposes to make & new
grontal attack, but it may be only a blind
to cover his Teal intention, which may be
to execute a flank movement to the
‘mortheast. The Boer line of communica-
tion is. by the line of - railway running

. through Glencoe Junction and Newcastle
to Pretoria. They ore thougat to have
built a spur around Ladysmith.’ 1f i this
There do not appeaY to be amy insuper-
able difficulties in the way, so far as the
general character of the country is con-
_cerned.. ‘Open ‘ground appears to extend
_icastward from Chieveley: for 2 distance
"ot about thirty miles to a pofnt where a
ferry crosses the Tugela. Between that
point and Elandslaagte there is a high-

. way, but about midway it crosses 2
" ange of low hills. The ‘crossing of the
Tugela and these hills would present the

*. only dificulties on that route, and Buller
ﬂ‘ought to be able to send sufficient troops
t6 carry these points without unduly
v@kening his present position. The dis-
tance from Ohleveley is  about sixty
miles. Amnother but longer and probably

~ safer route would be to send a column
* from Weston to Greytown and thence to
Glencoe Junction. The distance would
‘be about 110 miles, but one of the prin-
_¢ipal highways in Natal would be fol-
Jowed. It js not likely that any large
force of Boers is in the neighberhood of
@lencoe, and a flying column sent by this

? voute could cut the eomnection here and
. destroy sufficient of the railway to yery
serionsly. embarrass ~ Joubert, if . mot

. wholly cut off his supplies. This is the
route ‘which the Boer column followed
early in the campaign with the intention
 taking Pietermaritzburg by surprise.

PRSI

It is said that Gen. Buller is preparing
to attack the Boer position in the Inh-

awe Mountains, This moyement if
mdh will be in.the direction of one of
© tiose sug :as ‘probable jn yester-

_are to the “Sonth of the Tugela and com-

mand the ferry. over that river.! If the

witemyy nre Qriven out’of this point the

be withdrawn ito meet the invaders.

In the mean-| thirty miles long.

investing those towns womld probably

The Indwe collieries line, ‘which has
been reopened by Gen. Gatacre, is about
Dordrecht commands
it, and the expulsion of the Boers from
this point aboui a week ago Was the first
stop in this Girection.
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VICTORIA-CHILLIWACK.

The Times ‘thinks it is hard to .see
what the Colonist is driving at in the
matter of the Vietoria-Chilliwack by-law.
There can be mo ~reason for amy mis-
understanding. - We are ehdeavoring to
prevent a bad bargain being' made for
the city, and we believe the terms of the
proposed, by-law are very unfavorable,
that they are altogether too loose, and
that there is altogether too much uD-
certainty about the whole transaction.
There s uncertainty as to where the
money is coming from, uncertainty as to
the cost, uncertainty as to important
sections of the route and uncertainty as
to the mitimate liability which the eity
is asked to assume by subscribing to
$500,000. of stock.

The Times.thinks that the Colonist has
constituted itself the engineer of the
road. It has not, but it says most
cmphatically that ibefore any railway
company, or-the promoters of any rail-
way company, ask the city for a right-of-
way through “the streets, some engineer
should make a plan and profile of the
route to be tollowed, showing what
streets are to be affected, how they are
o be affected, what private property will
have to be acquired, and other details,
&0 that the citizens will know what they
are asked to grant. This is not the first
occasion on which a city has been asked
to grant a right-of-way through streets,
but we venture to say that it is the first
where such a request has been made
withont any information being given
exactly as to what s wanted. The
Northern Pacific railway is now seeking
certain rights on _certain streets in
Seattle, but the request is accompanied
with full particulars, showing exactly
what streets will be interfered with and
how. it is proposed to carry traffic past
the points of interference. The Times
'professes to qanderstand the Colonist as
between Hillside
avenue and the (Market as excessive.
That is nonsense. There is mot the
slightest difficulty in building a railway
between the two points, but there will
'be a mighty difference to the citizens in
the matter of interference with other
interests and as to the cost dependent
upon what route is chosen.

' Our contemporary says that it is not
proposed to sell any of the stock for a
cent under par. ~Then may we ask why
it is proposed to provide for $2,000,000
of stock since only '$700,000 will, aceord-
ing to the publishéd plans of the promot-
o, be requlre@?
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CONSTITUTIONAL PRACTICE.

The Australasian precedents related in
yesterday’s Colonist are singularly to the
peint in conmection with possible con-
tingencies in this province. There have
been government defeats in Viotoria,
Queensland, New South Wales, Tas-
mania, South Australia and New Zea-
land, The last-named was due to the
general elections; the others: were de-
feats in the house. In neither instance
was the defeat followed by a dissolution.

The Queensland case Was a peculiar
one. 'Ehe two panties in the house were
evenly ‘matched in voting strength, the
balance of power being held by an inde-
pendent. One would suppose that if
there was alcase when a minister would
be entitled to a dissolution this was one;
but the Lieu’ten.amt:fz‘rovemor did  not
think so and called upon the leader of
the opposition to form a government.

In. South Australia 'the minigtry was
defeated by a majority of one, but there
was no dissolution, the leader of the
opposition being at once called in.

In Victoria Sir George Turner after
his defeat asked for a dissolution, but
was refused.

We are not informed whether the de-
feated premiers in New South Wales and
'rasmania asked for dissolutions, but the
three cases ahove ecited  clearly show
what the constitutional practice is. They
show that the Colonist has been correct
in the contention, which it has persist-
ently made, that so far from a defeated
ministry having a prima facie right to a
dissolution, the cases are exceptional
where the prerogative 'nexgrcised in
that direction even ‘at the /request of
premiers, who have long joyed public
confidence. - The cuses/show the idea
that the representatiye of the crown is
under any obligaﬁon(‘:to accept the advice
of a defeated ministry to be without
foundation. Very great-iuterest attaches
to this matter, because the British Col-
ambia  government has been using the
threat of a dissolution to keep its sup-
porters in line. So far from a dissolu-
tion being ‘the mecessary Testlt of o
government = defeat;  the 'Lieutenant-
Governor wogld depart'drom the . best

ey will -be open for a'fdnk Movement,
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such person is absent from the capital or
unable from illness to perform:the duties
of his office.”

This is the only authority given by the
law of British Columbia for one minister!
to hold two portfolios. Hence any other
instancé of duality of office must be il-
legal. 'The order-in-council appointing
Mr. Cotton chief commissioner reads as
follows:

“Hon. Fraucis L. Carter-Cotton, minis-
ter of finance and agriculture, to be
chief commissioner of lands and works:”
We claim that such an ‘appointment
is absolutely without warrant inylaw.
It is greatly to be hoped that the legis-
Jature will express its disapproval of
the course which the government: has
taken in this matter..

———

THE COMING SESSION.

The session of the legislature which  is
to open in the course of a few days will
be a very important one in the history of
British Columbia, because one of the
guestions to be  determined thereat will
be whether the present incompetent. and
mischief-tvorking ministry is to be con-
tinued in power, or the affairs of  the
province are to be placed in. the Hands
of men’ who are alive to its pequire-
ments.

During his premiership Mr. Semlin has
demonstrated beyond all question his un-
fithess for: that responsible position.
With many exc¢bllent qualities, lie ap-
pears to be wholly lacking in that grasp
of public questions, that personal force
of character, those qualities of leader-
chip and that progressiveness,. which a
province, rich-in natural resources and
in need of wise legislation for its devel-
opment, Tequires gn the first minister of
the crown. It has ever been the pleas-
ant dufy of the Colonist to bear testi-
mony to Mr. Semlin’s personal ‘worth,
but it only voices the universal sentiment
of the people in saying that his early
retirement from office is desirable in'the
public interest. . Since the enforced
resignation of Mr. Joseph Martin the
government of British Columbia has.
substantially consisted of Mr. Cottton..
There ave some public - and motorious
matters im connection with Mr. Cotton,
which are not calculated to inspire’public
‘confidenice T him. We do mot propose
to go into these things now. The legis-
lature §s the proper field for their dis-
cussion; but ' the wery grave charge
made against him of having falsified a
public record of itself, unless it is dis-
proved, affords sufficient reason why he
should not be permitted to hold the re-
sponsible posts of both receiver and dis-
penser of public money. - There is little
doubt that the vetention by Mr. Cotton
of the portfolios of finance and lands and
works is comtrary to the intent of = the
constitution act. It is true that there
is a provision in the law autherizing any
of the powers and duties assigned by
law to one miember of the executive
council to be from time to time as-
signed or transferred to another member
“ f6r the time being or eothenwise,” but
this' does not affect the provisions of the
10th section, which expressly says that
the executive council shall include a
provincial = seeretary, attorney-general,
chief commissioner of lands and works,
and minister of finance and agriculture.
The phraseology of the section shows the
constitution to contemplate that these
several offices ghall be filled by separate
individuals. An executive council is
not complete, it is not a constitu-
tional * executive council, unless all
these offices are filled. The 17th section
which is that above referred to as au-
thorizing the transferring of duties from
one office to another does mot ‘touch the
composition of the executive council. It
may have ‘been competent for the govern-
ment to make an order-in-council itrans-
ferring certain powers and duties of the
commissioner of lands and works to
the. finance minister but there is no
power vested in any one except the legis-
iature to declare that the minister of
finunce and the = chief commissioner:
ship of lands and works shall be held
hy one and the same person. We claim,
therefore, that the present government
has been unconstitutional in its composi-
tion ever since the shuffle which put Mr.
Scinlin into the provincial secretary-
ship and made Mr. Cotton commisgioner
of lands and works. We draw atten-
tion. to the fact that there is mo order-
in-couneil transferring the duties of the
lands and < works department to Mr.
1otton* or to the finance minister, but
Mr. Cotton was in so many words ap-
pointed chief commissioffer. This’ we
hold to be illegal, for the" cons‘mtion
says that the executive council shall in-

thorizes the Lieutenant-Governor to
form dn exedutive council which does not
include the four officers mentioned. We
draw attention to the use of the word
“officers,” for: it is manifestly impossible
that one man can be two officers.

The constitution itselat very Dplainly
shows that the legislature contemplated

{the consolidation of certain departments

under one, officer. ' Thus the 10th ‘set-
‘tion speaks: of “the Minister of Finange

usage in muﬁn\g one. ,nffv!;,': e |

J and Agricuiture,” thereby combintifg the

cinde four officers and ‘it nowhere au-|*

tiine transferred.
fMhis is- a matter of the greatest im-
iportance.. Im its wisdom /the legislature
of Britigh, Columbia has declared that
{he offices-of provincial secretary, attor-
ner-general; chief commissioner  of
lands and works and finance minister
ghiall’ be- distinet. The present govern-
iment Has deliberately violated the law
‘in this respect.. It is: the duty of the leg-
‘islature- to déclare its condemnation of
this uncomstitutional proceeding in amn
unmistakeable way. ¢ British Columbia
‘does’ mot ‘want & ome-mian government,
but this is wiat it may bave at any day
if the legislature permits the illegal con-
'solidation: of offices to pass unrebuked.

e | e

FEDBRAL LINES.

Sir- Charles Topper in his speech at
I{an‘ﬂoops said that the introduction of
federal lines into our provincial polities
is not a matter of clwoice, but of neces-
sity. He gives as his reason that it is
only by this- means that the Conserva-
tives. can: regain: power at Ottawa. We
quote from the Standard’s report of his
speech.. To the leader of the Conserva-
tive party. in: federal politics its restora-
tion:to power naturally seems the most
important present politieal consideration,
but. we believe the great majority of the
people of British Colombia, Conserva-
tives-as well as Liberals. believe that the
interests of this province are at
Jjeast. equal in importance to the
welfare: of  their = Tespective parties
in the federal arena. The = very
reason that 8ir ~Charles gives for
believing: it to Dbe mnecessary to intro-
duce federal lines im our local affairs is
what influences. the majority of people to
oppose such: a: step.  They do not desire
to see local affairs sabordinated to the
interests.of federal parties. Sir Charles
does . not. tell the-people of British Colum-
bia that they will have better provincial
legislation. or administration by taking
ithe. new departure. He does . not, tell
‘them -that by so deing they will bring
‘about aibetter poliey, and one that will
‘lead to the more rapid development of
the provinge, to ithe stimulation of in-
| vestmenty, to the betterment of the condi-
tion, of wage-earners, to the installation
in_office. of ministers fully in touch with
the - public; lintevests,” and of' sufficiently
progressive’ views fo meet the exigencies
of new situations constantly arising. He
does not intimate that the province, as a
province, will be the better for the pro-
posed movement. He frankly advo-
cates it solely as a means of enabling the:
Conservative party te regain power at
Ottawa, and with equal frankness we tell
him that we are satisfied that this con-,
sidepation will not influence a majority
of  the Conservatives of British Colum-
bia, much 85 they desire to see that con-
summation attained. At present there
are provimeial questions, the solution of
which will call for the best efforts. of
all those who see alike as to the proper
course to be taken, irrespective. of
whether they are supporters : of Sir
Charles "Tapper or Sir Wilfrid Laurier.
This is not the stahdpoint from. which
Sir Charles regards the situation, but we
submit it is the true standpoint, and the
only one that will be taken. by the
majority of the voters of the prowince.
We take issue with the view that “if
the Conservatives are to regain power
it Ofttawa they must first gain the pro-
vincial legislatures,” and we.helieve that
this view, if acted wpon, will. shipwreck
the Conservative panty. There were not
so ‘very long ago Liberal premiers in
power simultaneous:y in, Ontario, Que-
bec. New Brunswick. Nove Scotia and
Manitoba, and yet the Conservatives re-
mained in power and carried the country
at the elections. . The faat that Ontario
has had ‘a TLiberal premier almost con-
tinuously' did not prevent the Consenva-
tives from carrying that province at the
federal elections. Conservative success
will ‘deépend, we hold, nwt upon theip-con--
trol of the local legislatures, but upon
the mistakes. of the Liberals, of which.

fhe -lines iof progressive policy -favored:
by the Conservatives of which the.counr
try would h'keA to, hear meore, and’ upom
the growing convietion of the people that
the Liberal leaders have been weighedi in
the balance and found wanting, The
federal arena offers a wide enough field
for federal statesmen, and ‘we respeet-
fully suggest that they should confine
themselves to. it. !

After the Kamloops meeting the: Stan-
dard of that eity published the following
editorial, which indicates that the argu.
ments of Sir Charies and Mr. Wilson
were net eonvincing: to that prohounced
Conservative paper: : e
My.: €harles Wilson is so well kmown
n_nd so well liked that his remarks would
simply because they were his, have a
force that might be lacking from other
lips. . But he canmot be said to have.
helped the cause he was advocating—
party lines—by his arguments. The Con-
sgrvative‘gn:embels of the present provipn-
cial epposition will:be led to say that his
arguments Tested on false premises, for
his own version of the acceptance of the
party Jine idea was .thie basis of them.
Mr. Wilgon was.a little nnfair, too, when
he said that Kamloops had changed its
mind between the »f the first,

‘on government,

there has been a superabundance;: upon.y

temporarily for the purpose of carrying
on business prinecipies,
for the purpose of encouraging the: de-
velopment of ‘the country ‘by: railways,
roads, etc.. and by protecting both~labor
and capital. This work'is a most neces-
sary one im thé early stages of ‘a-coun-
try’s history, and many think ‘it ‘can be
better performed by such an amalgama-
tion as enabled thé early Canadiéin poli-
ficiane to carry confederation; ‘and “until
their work is on a permanent footitig; the
gentlemen who form the Tirmer party
will hardly dissolve into party politicidms:
The final argument used ~that because
public affairs in thé Mother Country and
older provinces were tun on party lines,
and that British Columbia could hardly
pretend to bé wiser, would hdve: been
better left umsaid. A mnew country; like
a young man, finds out for itself ‘what
are the mneeds and how théy should’ be
supplied, and ‘thé Imperial ~parliament
often follows in the lead of her youmger
sons with success. After all, M¥. Wil
son would hiave done better hdad-he *“let
sleeping dogs lie.” With regard/to the
action of federal legislation on provineial
progress, Mr. Wilson was most happy.
and. those who have seriously considéred’
the questionrfrom a provincial standpoint
will agree that whatever- may “besaid
_Wlth regard to the old provincesy. there
is no doubt as to the beneficial efféct of”
Conservative rule on British ‘Cohimbia.
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AN INTERESTING STORY.

The folléewing from the Vincouver
World has¢hé merit of Ding interesting;.
if nothing else:

A correspondent writing from: Nangimo
states that the air there is subtharged
with_ political rumors—~federal as well as
provincial. One is to the efféct that
His Honor Lieuntenant-Governor Mec-
Innes is abéut to resign his position in
the gubernatorial chair of this province,
and that he will seek'a seat:in the House
of Commens: that his son, Mr. W, W. B.
McInnes, M.P. for Vincouver: district,
will vacate his place in the COommons
and go into the legislature if’ he can
be elected. The constitiencyy vaecated
by him -wonld be contested! by the’
Lieutenant-Governor, ‘who, /it is stated,
will: be- called “toy e cabinet: with a
portfolie, Sir Wilfrid * Laurier and his
colleagmes having -decided 'thht: represen-
tation. must be given to BRitisk Colum-
bia,amd that at once; The- pulse of
many of the veters, it ¢ said, has been
felt cemcerning these-changes- and with:
such.-'results that it is believed there is
more than.mereo rumor:att the: bottom:
of the matter.
the | pecent ‘visit of - His. Honer to Ot-
tawn, __Wuuld.indicate that there is some-
t_hm;sc in the wind. Nuvertheless our be-
lief is that there will' bb no change until
after, om duning, the approaching ses-
.sion of the Haouse oft Commons. That
His ‘Honor, was persistent - i his claim
for irecognition: ass, a- cabihet minister
up to the period of his. transixtion froax
-the.:sen&te to. Government Iouse, Vie-
tonia, is a weil knewn: fact; and equally
séems .10 -bo that Mesers.. Semlin and
Cotton. will meet their: Waterloo when a
Vote.of: want of comfiflence: is moved.

Rum&of- this. kind ave mot confined
te Nanaimo but are. also i circulation
in this city, and they go so far as to con-
‘nect. names . with, the gubernatorial va-
| eaney o be created). Senater Templensan
is .mentioned as a possible successor to
Mr.- McInnes as: also is Dr. Milne: It
is even said that:if the government felt
safe.in. opening: Yale-Cariboo, Mr. Bos-
tock might be the happy man.

The. rumor gains; if not credence, at
least .interest: from the well known fact
that Lieutenant:Gawernor Mclnnes has
beem;, perhaps. te most persistent advo-

Ailirthis, compled with |

umtil 1902. So there will be time-enough:
ito pass a Tedistribution bill. after the
census and before the next alection.

o T R S
Fhe Times says the Colonist has alian:
domed its objection to a radlway. in.the
Vietoria streets. The OColomist. never
‘objected to a Tailway in sthe Victoria
‘stmeets, bat it has insisted hfat befora-any.:
railway is authorized to be laid ip. the

‘told what streets, and how. they are
to. be affected. The 'Times asks if
;-this matter may not be leftwith: the city
jcouncil. We rejply: No;.the ratepayers
‘ave asked to decide the question and. pay

istreets of Vietoria, the citizens shoudd be |

the €hannel. Isiands;:Isle of Mam, Malta |
and! Gibraitar.

Recruits, who are dwown from practical-
ly. the same classes. as the regular army,
undergo preliminary tmaiming of mot more

‘than six months, and, an annual training

usaally lasting tweniy-eight days for the
sin, years: of thelr secwice, and at the end
of each: training. are given a bounky of £1.
A% the- close .of tieir first period of ser-
vipe the men can.re-gnlist for another
six. years; during which time the annual
bounty is-inczeased. by one. half.

Attached te and forming past of their
serritomial battalioms, the officess and men
when ealled out sme Mable fom duty with
the npegnlars, and are, to all imtents and
purposes, regulak treops, . andl this also
applies to the militia artillery, engineers,
and sabmasine mfners.

‘a portion at leas t of the cost of the road,|

The system of recrulting is practically
the same as for the regulars—voluntary

jand they have a right.te. be informed
what it is propc sed to dou,
R A P LR SN

Most people ! from the Maritime Prox-
‘inces have hea; d of the Whig and Cour-
ier, the leading newspaper of the state of
‘Maine, and ms ny of them: know by repu-
tation, at leat st, its brilliant proprietor,
{Congressman ' Charles -A.. Boutelle, Mr.
Boutelle is on e of that galax— of oratori-
‘cal and politi cal geniua«which made the
state of Mair e so potent in the political
‘life of the 1 Jnited States and included
sweh men as Hamlin, Blalne and Reed.
He was an o rator of umusual power. He
‘lived &t hig] | pressure and his mind has
proved mnec gual to the strain and he is

Same.

te eonfed: »ration.
raries are right.

- aet.
 and att! wcked thischeme very furiously.

a letter - to the .pmess, which completely
silencer 1 his able opponent.
gt

AR SN,
At t he meeting of the licensing board
jat Es quimalt: the government backed
'down from itssarbitrary and oppressive
interp retation:of the statute of last ses-
{ sion, therebyir saming the" licensees the
 very | snug sumsof $120 a year. Commis-
sione © Atkine extlibited an extraordinary
conc( ption of things, when he blamed the
late govemment for the high fees be-
caus e he said‘tliey had the License Act
of 1 ast sessiom hidden away, and the

it. Does- the. Commissioner suppose it
to ' be the duty of a government to pass
an y old bills:that may be fished out of
thy @ wasserbuskiets of their predecessors?
Sc mebody has been imposing on Mr.
G ommigsioner; Atkins. = His political
f1 iends-alone are responsible. '

.; Letters to the Editor.

cate ®f cabinet representation Cmom this
province in; his: pelitical party,_ and also
from. the belief that he chafes.uinder the
restraints. of his present pasition. If
there. is angthing in the storpapd he re-
signs his present position tqoffer for
the. seat mow held by his samy, it 3s to be
presumed: he weuld do so withra seat in
the cabinet and the promize.of amti-Chi-
nese legislption., If it ‘were mot that
nothing in pelitics need) suaprise any

days;; but as the old sayisg,0f the streets
canlt tell what's going to. happen.”
ettt e ——

The News-Advertises, wamts the citi

in the forthcoming rgmmicipal electioms
The. dificelty about this.is that you oan

1sSues are” dead. Ressiblly our coniesm-
porary .ineams' Dea@man’s imues

iIuang)ey. He hag.assumed an offive. o

one, we would be inelined ito. treat thel
rumors as’ o mere freak) of the holi-

‘used: to put it: “You cemetimes almosty ¢ ' the Colonist this morningis so inane thab

zens, of Vancouver topavoid dead issuss ithat lve aleme can save  the country from

newer ol Qurtil aftes; & election yawt VI Columbla 18 absurd. - The people

S S e R A
Congratulations to. @hief of Beljoafitiic; next general election takes place,

A GOR'RECTION.

con'irasdiot what appeared in your issue of
yestertiay's Colonist, that my lauheh, the

Bi#nsHe'' broke down while on my way
to WiX'lllam Head? The truth of the matter
is % tepolt; Pw, Watt to William Heed Thurse
day ¢ veniag, and it getting late and blow-
ing.y ery Ward, I remained at William Head:
uil nesmt morning, &nd Dr. Watt kindly-
gaye me a tow .with the stesmer Harl
Traw«ng: 4 years I have never imd a break:
Ewym;,

A. ALMANZA.
R e

i PARTY' LINKS:
i p
; Sirz The letter written by- 8.’ appearing

zt reaify calls for no answer. It could mot
:hmve, been :written by any true Canadian
—to so slander the political parties of ‘Can-
‘ada s only the work of one who thinks

some Tmaginable disaster. To think that
jthatt 'whichk obtains in England and in dther
|nents of Canada will »et be of bemefit to

Tawe have had enough of personal govern-
mend. and the Conservatives wilt follow
theke Jeader, Sir Charles Tupper, and de-
jaltas ¢ on every hand for party Hmes when

i A B. MePHILLIPS,

now an inm \ate of a-Hospital for the in-

el O e R

The Van couver World corrects the
New West minster Golombian for saying
that the la te JosephiHowe was favorable
. Beth our contempo-
Joseph: Howe was one
of the ea rliest adwoeates of a union of
\the provi: 1ces of Beitish North America,
bt he v sas stremuomsly opposed to the
i Quebec s cheme, as it was called, which
| afterwar ds became law as the B. N. A.
: W hen the cemfederation delegates
'were in.  LondenwMr. Howe went there

 Sir Che erles, than Pr. Tupper, replied in

pre: sent government found it and passed|

Siz-{Willl you please be good eneugh to |

 great responsibility. and the citizens. will
(look to him for- bether discipline . and!{
| more modern methods: than'have-cisrae-
 terized the condnet: eff the Victorip, foaes
in the past. >

The Times. is. Tight. Premivn Semslin
will be quite justified in asking:the Liern-
tenant-Govemnor for a disseintiom, and
‘he Lieutenant-@overnor will he quite’
justified im nefusing it. A maen WAy ask
for anything in this country; but he does
not alwags gex it.

e e i

The actiom of the New South Wales
legislature im defeating s eight-hour law
and the reamon for it gre commended to
the sttention of ouw legislators. The
habit of some self-siyled reformers has
been to look to the Antipodes for wis-
dem, apd it might be well for them to
glance anew mibat direction.

i B B

Porto Rico is; what the English-speak-
ing world has heen calling a West
Indian island for as long as amy one can.

remember. “The dictionary writers and

h
and ’ sécond’ Oonm%%?

{tbem@keﬂ bave held to. this pame,
aXhongh rcthed: former - wometimes putl

The
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LITTLE BOY BLUE.

8 %
little toy dog-is covertd with dust,

But sturdy and staunch he stands,
And the little tim soldier s red with rust,
§ And his musket moulds.in his hands.
Time was, when the little toy dog was new,
And the soldfer was passing. fair,

And

that was the time when our Little Boy
Blue

Kissed them, and put them there.

II.

“Now don’f you go "way till I come,’”’ he

sald,

“And don’t you make any noise.”

He

So, toddling away to his trundle bed,

dreamt of the pretty toys.

And while he was dreaming, an anpél’s

songr

Awakemed our Little Boy Blue.

Oh! the years are many, the years are long,

But she little toy friends are true

1IIL. '

Aye, faithful to Little Boy Blue they stand,

Eaeh in the same old place,

Awaiting the touch of a little hand
And the smile of a little fuee;

And the wonder,

years through,

as waiting these long

In the dust of that Witle chalr,

What has become of our Little Boy Blue.

Rinco he kissed tem And put them there,
% A he Field.

P

it .-

1 est find,

enlistment—but i the.event of any coun-
ty or plage net providmg sulficient men
the hallot may. be resorted to Bach mijitia
regiment has a permanent staff consist-
ing of amn adjmtant, a smalk body of mnon-
ecommissiened officers- and drummers to
conduet recruiting drills, amd the ordinary
business of the coOrps.

The militia reserve is formed of men
who, beldnging. to the militia, voluntarily
undertake the liability -to join the regylar
forces and, serve in apy place to which
they may be ordered in ease of necessity.
These men recelve a dowble bounty of £2
for each training, and are on the same
footing as the army Teserve. The returns
for last year gave the stzength of this force
as 27,761.. "

The effective stzength of the entire militia
force, * acconding to the latest returns, is
about 135,000, consisting of 326 infantry
battalions,. 32 corps of artillery, 2 fortress
corps of engineers, 10 divisions of sub-
marine -miners .and; two companies of the
medical staff corps-

There is nothing particularly extraordi-
pary in the procedare ordered by the
Queen’s . proejamation, as during  the
Crimea, Iudian Muatiny, and the Soudan
war of 1885 the militta were embodied and
did, as .they will new, garrison gervice to
replace regiments. ordered abroad.
is no suggestion . that events in the Trans-
vaal will; need ‘the @espatch of any of the
militla reserve, and the embodiment is
simply. what has been for some days cem,
sidered. certain: by military authorities. .

A representative of the Daily Mail who.
inquired.-at the. war office yesterday, was:
informed. that, at present no decision as-
to the reglment to be called :out- bas.
been.made, although the scheme for mebil-
ization was . insconrse of considerations

Qe

A MASTODON'S TUSK..
A Big. One. That Natives Fotmd: in.
" River @utting, Alaska.

From..theNew ¥ork Sun.

There is in, the care of Mr. J. As North
‘of ~62- Pearl street, a fine speeimen. of
‘mastodon.. tusk, recenfly rece ived from
‘Alaska. Originally it was, by;the esti-
mate of seieniific men who have seen it,
pearlyy 15. feet in length, following the
curve, but it is broken at both,the hase
and the tiy, and in its present condition
meagures- 10 feet 8 inches in length and
about 10,inches in diameter at thie thick-
}est paxt:. It is of a very. fine qpality
of iyory, and weighs 175 pounds. The
tusk. forms, roughly speaking; a curve of
‘aboust: 120) degrees upward.. Bésides this
jcurve, thewe is something. of a spiral
form,. the tmsk bending shightly to the
jeft. from. the base, and taking m more
pronounced curve to the right, a: little
‘further alomg. At the bmse end there
is- a hellbw "of two feet, the encircling
ivory: bieing less than an wnch: in; thick-
mness.. 'Fhe color is a clear black at the
upper: end, and when diseovered it was
a1l _of this color from age. but e main
surface Bas been scraped, and is now
the.soft tint of old ivory.

The. tusk is owned by a. Norwegian
‘missionary, whose name Mr. North does
inot: knowr. It was sent; by him: to some
ifriends: im the West, who were fo sell
it for him, and they semt it to Mr. North,
‘thinking he would be in a better position
‘to, dl of it tham they. So far as
{Mr: North knows its history it is as
ifollows: In 1895 thie governiment, fol-
 lowing the advice af the Rew. Dr. Shel~
don; Jacksen, Preshyterian missionary in
" Alaska, afranged for the transportation
to. Alaska of a large herd of reindeer
from Labrador, with the iffea that they
. would be useful as.means of transporta-
‘tiom in Alaska and’ thag they would
thrive there. It was thought desirable
 te sond a missionary withy them, and a
young man in Mjnnesota, who, from a
farm hand, had become a Lmntherian
minister, was secured. With his Eski-
anos, he penetrated to the far northern
part of Alaska, and found there a tribe
of native Indians in pessession of the
tusk. They were friendly, and readily
sold him the specimen, agreeing to take
him to the place where it was found.
An expadition was owganized and went
to the banks of a swift river, which had
cut out the crumbling banks until its
current ran 15 feet below the level of the
plain. From the bank, just above the
water, the natives had found the tusk
protruding. They had also dug out the
bones of the mastedon’s head, with the
teeth still in the jaws, but the other
tusk was missing and no part of the
main skeletom was discovered,

The head was shown to the missionary,
but he decided that he could not af-
ford the cost ef transporting it. Upon
his return to the seacoast, he sent the
tusk to his friends, who sent it to Mr.
N?rth. He thought that it could be
sold by weight as ivory for more than
the _5125 it had cost him fo get it to
civilization. Scientific men from the uni-
versity of Michigan examined it and said
that it was between 3,000 ared 5,000
years old. On accomnt of its age and
good cendition they thonght that it would
bring more from a scientific institutiom
than as ivory, Mr. North has already
written to the-Smithsonian imstitution
abowt it. Mastodon ivory'.is, in itself,
not rare. For more than 100 years there
has been a trade in it in’ the New Si-
berian islands and other Russian pos-
seuio_ns, and the first géographical sur-
veys in’Russin’s far north were made by
hiinters of mastoden ivory.  The great-
1 scientifically, was made by 2
“Russiaw peasant in 1799, who diseovered
‘4 mastodon, almost perfect; frozen in a
‘huge ‘block” of ice. Good speeimens of
$uiky, however,, have. mever been com-
‘mion.” Ivery deslera here.say that the

tusk 4n:Mr, North's ‘possession is the
latgest they lave ‘ever aoen.
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