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k of a daughter.
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urch,»b;' the Reverend I G.
stin of London, England, to
of Hull, Yorkshire, Hagland.
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b Reverend Father Vary, John
Townsend to Miss Mary T. F.
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h inst.,, by Bishop Demers,
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more nor less than a federal one—at least
such a tederal one as is propounded in the
gecond series of his resolutions. In both bis
plans this gentleman very adroitly destroys
all objections to union on the score of inters
fering with the free port, by virtually
leaving the inhabitants to manage their loeal
affairs. Mr. Franklin’s federal scheme holds
out no political inducement whatever to
British Columbia. It makes po provision
that the present representstive abortion of
the neighboring colony shell give way to a
- more enlightened system of government ; but
creates the anomaly of a representation in the
federal Legislature, while the loca! govern-
ment is an.cligarchy of officials..
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4 politiéa 'We do hot_attempt in’
+article“to-ge'into the merits of ‘the - qua
' |'bt we.wish to ‘draw the..attention
t,qm to'a few imporiant partic
“Faection with  the -matter ‘ag it at present
‘stands. Tt most be known'igevery member
of the Assembly that the pedple of Vaneous:
ver Islaud “have as yet expréssed no opinioa:
7on the question of uniol The views given:
in the House by the members:are merely. the.
individual opinions of those members; for the
‘subjest bas never yet been made o test.ques:
{ion atany clectioneering.content. The same:
{niay e said of British Colgmbia; So far, we
‘bave ‘snigheard in that coleny the opiniens of

- b question of uniting the -colovies of
Yapconyer Islaad apd British Columbia-bids:
fiir o be the most memorabletopicin the carly
)m'fbitwiy of the two countries, Yes«
ferday the subject again -eame before  the
“"Asgsubly according to.sotice; and in response
0. commshuications from His Exgsllesoy
“Gévewnior and the Secretary. of State'tor
Qelowies. ‘A good deal of interest seei

2 e Fudin s

3 iﬁfﬁfulonic.a': with

' can otly fook oo the'eslionies as unitpd. i
+Crown: was-evidently dispdsed to pibieet the:
Tmperinl exchequer and Impsrial te¥:payersy.
-and ik wad also our duty to-profeciour owu'|

Fyerg #lso eolonial interestd fo- be

“teeted by the same Government,izhd there

appointment of one Governor for the two | colony wus at first under one Goveraor, but

Subsequent to this the (Governors | after June, 1863 the policy of the Home Go- !
of the two colonics have received messages | vernment bad been changed |no, no !| Ion. |
from the Home Government calling their at- | gentlemen might cry no, no! but they could |

colonies.

tention to the question of union, aad His |
Excellency Governor Kennedy had ia his
opening speech asked the House of Assembly |
to give bim their views on the matter. It |
now devolved on the House to say whether
they were in favor of union or not. He would !
state that there were, in the first|
place, Imperial reasons for a unics of the |
colonies. 'The Imperial Government held |
itself responsible, and we looked to it for pro- |
tection. The new Colonial poliey of the |
Home Goverament was to make the colonies

provide for their own defence, in a military

point of view at least. The navy as rather

different. It o desirabl -

ows oy

neragio

§ obuntry up 161
: gepare &
stafls of officials for each. . [f ibe’opinion ol
Hsmrnﬂovemnem wers agked, like

“=diiatcreaied and impartial mle%a

irevehue and our own (&X-payers. t there
nsnlied:
in this union. We were peopl® of the same
race, the same language, the same f&¥rs; pro -

wagné just reasoh why weghouldbe sepa-
‘rat@il: ~Auother reasonwas that tlie’eolonies
weré-intimately connected in 2 busin§iss point
of ¥iew, and:a uniot would remove some of
thesohalrugtions 10 business which: pbwrexist.
Thére wére great difficulties in regasd to'the

“of law, which wero so palpablego-every.

emen, Who replesent the various
districts, and. ten officials—all .amiz
lemen enough—but: wh
t-their own persofial !
jon given in our own: Legisiature 8¢
a8 that “given in the Council of British
pbia, iny. be (he truc sxpression of the
injox of therespective eolonian;and
would*bring things (0 a dead lock at

‘Wum ‘the fopic by ;the public, but” the’
8 mbers of the Assembly wera,gxb'ee'dibg;{f &
“~ewutions io heir treatment of the r in |
detiste. Mr. De@osmos, the Uniop: cham: |-
fion, was evidently unwilling to discharge all
his thunder in opening the question, and so"
*_sonfined bimseif to generalitios:

et tween :- two kaigits,
& % dreary, oppressive silence. Everys

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.
hob3dy seemed either willing er able to do

ymber a8-t0. require no.remark - Hon.
n would aleo recollect thelow that
ruck by British “Columbia at our

&, theeffects of 'which had been
‘might -be still more’ so. . He
giving'instance after ifistancein

on, but he wonld now take up the
Ahe question ‘and leave defails

i He:hsd thersfore pres

resolut Bioh -he

Bre’ shiould be a Federal unioh ef
Tsland ang Britigh Columbia, if a Leg-
islative ugien eannet be secured;

2. That' thé Feéderal Government should be
vested in a Governor, Legislative Council, and
Assembly;

3 That the Legislative Couneil be composed of

feolong ;7it is beyand the |

'_\eé'mlhltbr.to decide how itshould be levied. |
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ning. September 27. 1864.

it. An appealing lcok was cast by some of
the members of the committee at the Speak-
er, bat that geantleman contented himself
with raising his eye-brows about an eighth
of an ineh, and giving his shoulders a hope-
less shrug. Aoy friend of the -Northern
Btates would have felt at this particalar
jeneture exceedingly anxious about the
“Unien cause.” After fifteea minutes of
profemad do-nothingism, Dr. Trimble rose
and propored, no doubt ironicalfy, “ that the
committee should rice and report progress,”
which the committee accordingly did, and
thos the first day’s debate ended.

* The scheme—or rather schemes—of Mr.
DeCosmos for uniting the colonies may be
thus briefly eummed up. A Legislative Union,
with two Houses of Legislature ; the Upper
to comprise an equal number of represcota-
tives from both colonies ; the Lower to com-
mence with fifteen members for each colony,
but apy fatare increase to be regulated by
population. The right of taxation in each
colony to rest only with the majority of each
colony’s representatives.  Providing this
scheme is not practicable, a federal union is
proposed which differs from the foregoing in
this respect, that the combined Legis!ature
becomes a federal one and deals with all
questions which are of common interest te
both colonies, and controls the Crown reve-
pues. Questions of local interest, such as tax-
ation, &c., to be dealt with by the same
representatives, but in their local capacity.
Mr. Franklin’s scheme is to unite the
colonies by the very slight thread of a fede-
ration, composed of six members—three from
each eolony—whose duties will be confined
to legislating upon such topics as postal comn
munication, immigration, joint loans, &e. It
will be readily perceived that Mr. DeCos-
mos’ schemes differ more in the name than in
the actual working. The Legislative union
which he proposes is made, by the stipula-
tions in reference to taxation, &c., nothing

MoNDAY, October 3, 1864.
House met at 3:15 p.m. Members prescnt
—Messrs. DeCosmes, Powell, Franklin, Tol-
mie, Trimble, Dickson, Southgate, Street,
Duncan, Carswell, Dennes.
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS.

The Speaker read a message from His Ex-
cellency the Governor in regard to the Pro-
bate Court, stating that the returns would be
laid before the House at the earliest possible
moment, the subject having already ococupied
the attentivn of the Executive ; also a simi-
lar message in regard to the returns of the
Bankruptey Court asked for by the House;
also in regard to returns az to Iudian liguer
selling.

‘ $MALL DEBTS BILL.

Mr. Pennes moved that the House go into
Commiltee on the Small Debts Bill on Fri-
day next.—Carried.

NEW CHIEF JUSTICE.

Mr. DeCosmos moved that the House go
into committee on Thursday on the question
of the appointment of Chicf Justice.—Car-
ried.

UNION OF THE COLONIES.

The House went into committee on this
question. [he Speaker had some difficulty in
procuring a member to take the chair, several
declining. Dr. Dickson at length consented
to preside,

r. DeCosmosin rising to open the debate
said he did not intend to go into the question
at any great length, nor to enter into details, as
he supposed hon. members had already made
their minds up on the matter. Hereafter,
when different views on the subject might be
presented, he would probably take more time
to go into the question. The union of the
colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver
Island had been brought before the public
by the Duke of Newcastle during a previous
session, and the question had been taken up
and debated at great lengthin the House.
Various views were expressed during that de-
bate, one party being for an active Legisla-
tive Union, another for a federal union, and
s third being opposed lo any union whatever.
The resulis cf that debate were to present
more enlarged views of the question in the
House, and more correct npotions of the
position of affairs to the country at large.
Since that time certain resolutions had been
sent home in February last, asking for the

an equal namber of persons from each colony ;

4. That the Assembly should consist at first of
thirty members, fifteen elected by each colony ;

5. That any additional representation’ in the
Federal Assembly from either colony, be based on
increased population;

6. That one Executive should act for both col-
onies in all matters so far as practicable ;

7. That the Federal Legislature should have
jurisdiction over all public queations in which
both colonies have a common iuterest ;

8. That the eapital of the Federal colonies be
New Westminster ;

9. That each colony should have a local legis-
lature consisting of their respective mombers in
the Federal Legislative Council and Assembly ;

10. That each local legislature be consolidated
into one Chamber;

11. That the jurisdiction of thelocallegislature
extend only to those local questions in which both
colonies have not a common interest;

12. That each local legislature should have the
right to determine the mode of taxation within its
jurisdiction for Federal as well as local pur-
poses ;

13. That the Crown revenues be the property of
the Federal Government ;

14. That all laws, usages and liabilities of each
eolony except where altered by act of union, re-
main as they are till changed by the Federal or
local legislatures respectively ;

I'[. Resolved,—That His Exccllency the Gov-
ernor be respectfully requested to enter into nego-
tiation with His Excellency the Governor of Brit-
ish Columbia with the object of establishing a
Legislative or Federal union of Vancouver Island
and British Columbia, based on the provisions of
the previous resolutions ;

1V. Resolved,—That His Excellency the Gov-
ernor be respectfully urged to submit any ques-
tion of difference between himself and His Exoel-
lency the Governor of British Columbia respectin;
the proposed union to Her Majesty’s Principa
Seeretary of State for the Colonies for final deci-
sion binding on both colonies ;

V. Resolved,—1hat a Committee of five, inclu-
ding the Speaker, be appointed to explain the
views of this House as embraced in the foregoing
reselutions to His Excellency the Governor.

After reading the resolutions the hon.
gentleman passed them briefly in review, and
concluded by moving their acceptance by the
committee.

Mr. Franklin had heen urged to give his
opinion on the important question DOW
brought before them. His hon colleague had
introduced the subjeet of union but had not
seen fiv to give his argnments io favor of his
views. He (Mr. Franklin) hoped- that the
hon. gentleman or some of his supporters
would advance some argument so that he
might be prepared to meet the question. His

hon. colleagne had omitted to state that the
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50t deny that where there was formerly one

! Governor we now had two, and that was

safficient proof of the change of policy. The
second Governor was seat out on account of

: the jealousy exhibited by British Columbia

because the Govermor was not ubigquitous,
and to meet the wishes of the people of that
colony the two Governors had besn appoint-
ed. His hoo. colleague had presented Im-
perial reasons for union ; he [Mr. F] would
admit that there were some reasons—the du-
ties of the Colonial Office would doubtless be
lessened somewhat by. hayving only one Go-

espi ith,  Bat " {he hon,

orresy

A
phest
I T

{;

J °"The
ia was contrary to the b constit
‘tion (oh, ah'!). He wished the House toim-~
press on the Home Government that weiWere
pot yrepared. {o/ take: on ourselves ‘all flie
burden of our defencss, . His hon. colleagus
had adduged. gojonigl reagens for union, but
he (M. Franklin). thought that-the weight

of colonial réasoms werd for the presest state .

of things. Thesecolonies had.a small popn-
Intion but an, immense ares ; it Wag easier to
.govern the whole of London with its -three
millious of people, than British Colgmbi
with its sparse population: scatlered "o
200,000. squares miles, The development of
British Columbia Dad been “negleeted; thé
(Govefnor had been in one spet when be
should be in another, and thus importaat in.
terests were neglected. He ‘would poiat out
the case of the Kootanais mines, an-old-min
ing district, where s great diany foréigh

miners had gone into-the-serious injuory and{

detriment of the Britisti Colunbian revenie,
acd nothing had besn’done.  The st

the colony was so gréat that'the Go:
could not do jastice to'a

esuver Island, on: the “edntraty
ares, but-sufficiently sxiensi

gene
British oofonies ? 8

a7 ] jing to leave

New |

lar assembly meeting at |

Axto a federal union, there were various |
great questions on which the two colonies
should act in concert, but the monetary af-
fairs of each should be kept distinctly sep- l\
arate. The extent of his idea of federal
union would be that three members ordele-
gates from each colony should mcet and dis- |
cuss and recommend to their aeveral gov-|
ernfents measares of a national character, |
such as railroads, telegraphs, postal affairs,
immigratios, joint loans, [ndian affairs, law
courts, ete. In four or five years the eolo-
nies would be in a better state for takiog up
the serious question of a full legislative
union. " “Mr. I'ranklin concluded by saying
that he was not prepared to go further into
the question at present, but hoped to have a
future opportunity to go wore at length into
the matter.

The Comnmittee here rose and reported
progress and the House adjourned till to-
day (Tuesday).

THE GREAT FIRE AT YALE.

YaALE, B. C., Sept. 28, 1864.

Epiror Britisa Coroxist,—A very disas-
trous fire occurred here at 3 o'clock this
morning by which all the buildings on Front
street, from Messre. Kimball & Gladwin's
to Messrs. Oppenheimer’s, were destroyed.
The fire is supposed to be the work of an
incendiary, as it originated in a vacant
bailding formerly cecupied by Messrs. L. and
S. Oppenheimer, and a canoe containing
three men was seen going down-the river a
few moments after the discovery «f the fire.
Great credit is due to all parties, who dis-
played mauch presence of mind, but it was
not until three hours of great exertion that
the pregress of the flames was checked.

The following is the estimated loss :—

8. Braverman.

Dr. Bradshaw ..

J. Fraunthal....

Jas. Barry..

A. McLardy..eoo0ceee
H. Nelson....cocoveee
S. Greenbaum ...
Kelley covereccaneennns 4

Total sens vavevese vanss % R v

We are very sorry for Mr. Fraunthal,
whose loss is the largest as he had lately re-
ceived his fall stock from San Francisco and
Victoria. We must also mention Mr. Barry

‘ A shaft has been sunk by a’p

|

siea off

Good News from Sooke.

FURTHER DISCOVERIES.

Messrs. Johanson and landy left Teech
{river at 9 o’clock op S:turday night with a
candle stuck ia a bottle to light them on the
| way, and reached town at 5 o’clock on Sun=
(day worning. They report the water stil}
i high in the creek but falling, and by Tuesday
lit 1s thought the miners will b€ at work

| again.

RICH BENCH DIGGINGS.
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beliged il
ome-of the ¢y s 6rd busy
sluice their ground. . “Pbi pulch
‘aral tiles in-gn easied .
4 , o

sluicing ishein gon (his creek, mpre .
pmimglmy wﬁmm}s; Soma of thise”"
who “have. takéndp ‘elaime l‘eg()rt haviog
taken out de bighesis:d-and 6 bits 1o thé pan. ~
Two or three-companissintend sinkingshafts

this fall. e i ,
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whose whole stock is destroyed.
C E.

A (1606 10 The hea] of the 14LLcr, 8 @18
tance of 110 miles, the water was navigable
for steamers of a moderate draught of water.
From Shuswap Lake to the Colambia River
there was an old Indian tail, which had been
improved, and now was in a suitable condie
tion for pack animals to traverse. He had
travelled thie distance in one day, and con~
sidered it about 50 miles.

At their second meeting, the commitfee
reported that : “ In the first place, there is o
reliable steam communication with Yale
from Victoria ; from Yale to Cache Creek on
the Bonaparte, there is 110 miles of excel-
lent wagon road ; from Cache Creck to Lake
Kamloops is 20 miles, which distance is well
koown to be a practicable trail; from the
lower end of Lake Kamloops to the uppes
part of Shuswap Iake is about 110 miles,
which for the greater part of the year is of
sufficient depth of water for steamers of a
moderate draught; from Shuswap Lake to

| the Columbia River is 40 miles ; making in
| all 60 miles of road or trail to be construcled.

whieh will complete our eommunication with
the Columbia River. From the junction with
the Columbia there is navigation to the re-
ported best paying section of the Kootanais

| mines, a distanee of 200 miles.”

Mr. Thomas Spence, in a epeech on the
subject said that ¢ jt was his candid opinion
that if we could oace establish this line of
route we should thereby secure by far the
larger portion of the overland travel from
Canada and the East. The point where the
emigrants first strike the Columbia river is at
the “ Boat Encampment,” from which place
the distance from Shuswap Lake is only about
150 miles, 110 miles of which would be ac~
complished in boats down the Columbia
river to a point within 40 miles of Shuswap
Lake. This in itself would be agrand achieve-~
ment, and assist us materially in furthering
the wolfare of the colony, and especially in
settling this section of the country, which we-
all koow is a rich and extensive field for the:
farmer and grazier. The present paying por-
tions of the Kootanais mires are about 80
to 100 miles north of the 49th degreect north
latitude, and are gradually extending in a.
northerly direetion.

The Lytton people have subscribed $500
towards fitting out an expedition, and New
Westminster $300, of which Governor Sey—
mour contribated $50. The expedition was
to start from the latter place on Saturday,
under Mr. Turner, late R. E.

CustoMs Recziprs for week ending Satur;
day, September 24, 1864 ; Duties, £69877-
barbor dues, £34 3 4; head money. £11 8;
tonnage dues, £73 5. Total, £817 8 11.
Number of passengers entering during same
period, 58.

Conﬁderabté’gu arspion for-flomivg and . . -




