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CHAPTER XXII,

THE END OF TWO VILLAINS—THE WITCH
OF BEN-LAIR REVEALS HER TRUE
NAME AND CHARACTER—A

' STRANGE STORY.

2 “Both have suffered,” rzllod Hector,
sadly. * Both have suffered deeply ; but
one of them will suffer no more.”

“ Suffer no more I _cjlenh“d the

old , in a What
f you say? Is one of them dead?
¢ I did not anticipate ; but speak,
quickly—which is it 2"

“ It is Malcolm M'Leod who is dead,”
‘was the reply.

A sigh of relief scemed to esecape the
Witch of Ben-Lair as she heard it was
old M’Leod who wns gone ; then sheeen-
tinned—

“This is sudden, and I must hear
more of it ; but first tell me, what of
Flora or?” i

“Flora Macgregor is in the power of
Ian M’Kenzie, and ¢f her uncle, Donald
Cameron ;" -and as M’Leod uttered the
words a flush as of shame rose to his
face, mantling his cheeks. z

The old woman gazed at him with a
look of stern reproach om her face ; but,
observing his agitation, she seized his
band, and kindly said—

“ Heetor M’Leod, my first impulse was
to say hard things against youfor failing
in your promise; but you may have
done your best, and it would ill become
me, who have often failed myseif, to
condemn you, or say aught that would
hurt you before you tell me how this
came about. Speak freely, M’Leod ;
give me the history of the events which
have occurred since I last parted® from
you, and when you hava concluded I
may have something to tell to you. Mat-
ters may not yet be fully ripe, butI
think I can trust you. Besides, itis well
to be fully armed in the face of a des-
perate foe, who may yet suceeed in strik-
ing the blow agginst me that he so much
desires to strike—a foe, mark ye! who
is as enger to shed your blood as is Ian
M’Kenzie.”

M’Leod replied by at once commencing
to narrate the details, with which the
reader is already rufficiently acqainted.
When he came to speak of the circum.
t ttending the abduction of -Fora,
and of the desperate measures which had
bean taking by Cameron and M'Kenzie
to effect their purpose, the old woman
seemed much affected; and when he hed
further spoken of the now dark prospects
of success attending his search for Flora
and his aunt, and of their recovery safe
and untarnished, the old woman, with
tears dimming her eoyes, and with a
broken voice, turned to him and said—

* If we fail in reccvering those we seek,
M’Leod, we must retaliate upon -those
who have done the evil. It sometimes
becomes necessary to use such weapons
against such men as they themselves.em-
ploy. They have shown no mercy; we
will show none.”

“ Merey !” ezclaimed Hector. *' From
me they shall have no mercy. They
They have pressed me too much, If they
are once in my power they may as well
cry for meroy to the resistless torrent
that is sweeping tkem to destraction, or
to the falling mountain of rock that is
already crushing them to atoms beneath
its weight.. Against them my heart is
hard asadamant; and I will yet meet
them to tear. these already injured

en fiom their power, if nét to let
feel the fury of the ememy they
bave raised against themaelves.”

“ Success adtend you, young man -
—attend you,” exclaimed the Witch of
Ben-lair, ““ I feel deeply grieved at
what you have told me—grieved at the
death of the old Chief of the M’Leods,
from whom I have often obtained a
favour. Malcolm M’'Leod was good and
generous, and it lies upon ycu, his son,
to see to it that is loss tall not heavily
upon others.. But my sorrow deepens
to anguish when you tell me that your
betrothed, together with M’Leod’s sis-
ter, is once more in the power of her
worst enemy. It may seem strange that
such as I should feel so deeply for the
young girl ; but when I have said my
say you will not marvel thatI have
spoken as I have done. But let me first
ask you, M’'Leod, was Flora Macgregor
your free choice ? -Did you of your own
inolination desire to make her the Lady
of Castle M'Leod, and your companion
through life ?’ g ’

““ My free choice she was, and with
all the love possible for me to bestow
upon mortal do I love her,” replied the
young man, womlcring at these strange
queries being put to him,

“ And you well knew she was sup-
posed to be of bastard birth ; knew that
she was penniless, and could bring noth-
ing besides herself to Castlé M’Leod ?’

¢ T knew that her uncle had told her
she had been ill-begotten, bnt I knew
dlso that her nurse had informed her
that her mother had often = said to
Donald Cameron that she was the off-
spring of a lawful wedlock. For these
things, however, I cared not. It was
Flora Macgregor, and not her surround-
ings and connections, that I woed and
won ; it was her soul that throbbed in
unison with mine and captivated my
heart. Flora Macgregor isa woman
worthy of any true man’s love ; and so
far from ever thinking of whether she
was, because of circumstances outside of
herself and in those hands; she was
powerless, a fitting bride for me, I have
often been impelled to search myself
closely to see whether I was worthy of
her love and confidence. Flora Mac-

3 Cases plain Dress Goods ;

G@ NEW SPRING DRESS GOODS |
GEORGE J EFFREY, “’YNDHAM STREET, GUELPH,

Has just received the first of his Spring Importations per steamship Corinthian, consisting of

1 case Plain Silks, all new colors :

" THE LION

2 “  Striped Dress Goods, something new; 1 case Striped Silks, cheapest goods in town.

ALSO, A BEA‘U:TIFﬁL ASSORTMENT OF

Real_Threé,d Laces and French Kid Gloves from the best makers in the World
To be sold at reasonable prices. ’

GHORGE JEFFREY, GUHLFPE

Direct Importer, Guelph.

.

THE LION

LARGE ARRIVALS nSPRING GOODS
FROM BRITAIN!

Goldén Lion, Wyndham Street, Guelph.,

121bs. of Good Brigh%
Sugar for 81

CHOICE IMPERIAL

New Crop Teas 50¢. per Ib

JT. . McEILDERRY
2 DAY’S BLOCK,

THE NOTED TEA HOUSE

Change of Business.

We beg leave to intimate thd% with the in-
tention of devoting our time exclusively to the
‘Wholesale Mnuufacturiu% we have disposed of
our Retail and Custom Business to Messrs. R.
MACGREGOR & CO., who_ will carry on the
business, and for whom we bespeak the patron-
age of all old customers, and the public gener-
ally. From an acquaintance of some years we
can confidentlyrecommend them as worthy of a
liberal support.

W. D. HEPBURN & Co.

ITH reference to the aboyve we hnvhe thg
leasure to state that we have purchase
the ehoc)?ot Messrs. W. D, HEPBUB)?& Co.,on
tavorable terms, and are making large additions
to the same,which will be completein afew dayst.
espectfully asking for the patronage o
all clhl:; rokll customers and the public generally,
we hope to secure the same by keeping first-class
goods, selling at the most reasonable prices, and
offering the largest and best assortment in town
to choose from, keepingit,as it has been in the
ast, the leading Boot and Shoe business in
uelph. .
Custom Work will receive epecial attention, .
and satisfactionguaranteed. J
i tly ded to s usual.
R. MACGREGOR & €0,
Buccessors to W, D, Hepburn & Co.
.

F

gregor iz a lovely, virtuous t ta

pure unsullied gem. Would that I had
*:ut been able to prevent the pangs of
sorrow and suffering which she must at
present be enduring.”

‘¢ Bravely and nobly spoken, Hector
M’'Leod. You have 8 Een right well,
and much hetter would the world be if
all the men and womenin it would deal
with other men and women as they find
them. The trifling. shortcomings of
some men live, and are regarded as giant
evils, forever, becausea friend or rela-
tivemay have erred grievously ; while
the hellish wickedness of others is petted
and fawned on, because these othersmay
be bora of %‘ood honest parents, or con-
nected wit ublic benefactors ; and
worse still is the other standard of judg-
ment—poverty and riches—the triflin
fault of the poor man is a heinous of-
fence, while the outrageous crime of the
rich manis glessed over and concealed.
But of these things we need not further
speak. Let me tell you, you have made

" me proud indeed by the words you have
just uttered. You look strangely at me,
as if you thonght me crazy when I say
that your words have filled me with
pride. Ishall no longer keep you in
suspense. I'lora Macgregor is my son's
daughter !—the danghter of an upright
and honourable man ; the daughter of
her mother’s husband ; the daughter of

who was foully murdered—

Elephant Clothing Store.

C. B PEIRCE & CO.

Just Received a splgndld new stock of

HATS AND CAPS!

-

C. E. PEIRCE & CO.,

Hepburn’s 01d Stand, Wyndham—st., Guelph.

the
foul%melly murdered—and the dark
deed Wis done by Donald Cameaon !”

Guelph, Mar, 2, 1374,

Worth 16¢,
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1000 pieces of Prints at 12} cents,

AT THE GOLDEN LION. .

J. D. WILLIAMSON.

SRR
NEW SPRING GOODS

Commencing to Arrive

AT THE

FASHIONABLE WEST END.
"

A. O. BUCHAM,

Fashionable West End Dress, Mantle, and Millinery Establishment,

\

NEW

HATS AND CAPS

SHAW & MURTON'’S,

- GUELPH.

\ Co—Operative Store.

ARRIVAL OF NEW GOODS

OUR NEW TWEEDS

%Vere gelected from six different houses, therefore we linve a choiceflot to choese
from, We employ a Tailor,

v NEW COTTONS

PBINT DEPARTMENT.

JUHN MACDONALD & CO.
Are showing an immense stock of

CHOICE PRINTS

From the Leading Printers.

JOHN MACDONALD & Co.

TORONTO.

H kees Bleached Oottons,soft finigh ; also, Linen finishedjCottons, "all prices.
Dundas and Lybster Cottons in stock. Y

NEW PRINTS

Hoyles & Ashton's Fancy Prints will be offered at 12} cents perfyard.

" NEW BOOTS AND SHOES

For style,finish and durability will be found superior to former ycars,
Ladies Prunella Boots 75¢ per pair.j

J. C. MACKLIN & Co.

GUELPH, March 2,187¢  dw




