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Erly Daysof Ih'e Cong' lional
Church in St John’s.

The following sermon was preached
b Rev. . L. Nichol! at the Coagrega-
tionaF Church on Surdey evening:

In an earlier study we traced the
story off the founding of eur Church—
not the building, of courss, but the re-
ligious seciety—Dby
1775. We saw some of the diflicunities
and oppesitions by which ke and his
friends were faced. We know that le
iriumphantiy surmounted them all,
that under his wise leadership the lit-
tle cause grew in numbers and influ-
ence. And when in the year 1800, af-
tep an active ministry of 25 years,
Johin Jones, passed away, it was io the

snief andi regret of the whole commu- :

nify, so theroughly had Le earned and
weon the respect and affection of all
the citizems. Neot the least simcere
mourners ati his death were some of
thase who in the early days had most
bitterly opposed himy aud sought to
bring his work to noughkt and have
him expelled from the country.

But we are not to understand that
alp difficulties ceased-after the suec-
cessful formation of the church and

he building of the first meeting-
haouse. There were difficulties and
+«ngblems all the way through-—some

irem without and some from within. :
The whole of that first quarter of a'!

was a time of stress  and
And the more we read of the

cedtury
strain.

tumzer history of those years the more |

we @ppreciate the Chiistian”tharacter
of Mr. Jounes, his patience, persever-
ange, charity-and fairmindedness; the
more also we recalize the indomitable |
coupage aid loyalty of those humble |
nien and women who formed his little
fleek.

In our last'study we saw how the
first real home of the Church in =a

wilding of its own was the meeting- |

house erected im 1777-—at the foot of
what is now Victoria Street. We learn-
cd of tho rage of the then Governer

\fdmirai* Montagu, when he arrived
i=am Englané and found a3’ 'dissentmg‘

chapel” Im\the town, and af his threat
1g pull the Nlace to pieces., But as'the
lcage. of the\ground on wblc'h the
hdilding stood was all in order, even
the Govermor:could not carxy out the
threat. Although this efforttto injure

the cause failed, another effort made |

twe, and. & balf years later was more
sucossstil.  Own his return fom Eng-
land i 1779 a9 an ordaived uninister
Mr. Jones sought from the Magis-

Joehn Jomes ina'

‘trates a license to preach. One of
) the two Magistrates. Mr. Gill, gave a
hearty consent. The other, the Rev.
Edward Lapgman, who was also the
Church of Englapd clergyman in St.
John's, refused, and threatemed that
it Jones ventured to preach im public
i he would send comnstables te stop him.
his did not intimidate Jones or the
Church! " The members assémbled for

led the worship and preached the gos-
pel of redeeming grace. A further
letter came from Langman in the meost
emphatic terpus oxderipg. .Jones to
cease from preaching or he would be
visited with the utmost penalties of
the law! The minister and elders de-
termined to bring the matter before
a higher authority, they would “ap-
peal to Caesar”’—Caesar in their case
being represented by the Governer.
Accordingly they did so. The Gover-
nor received Jones and the two elders
who accompanied him in the cabin of
| his ship with violent and abusive lan-
i guage and forbade him in the sternest
Yterms to continue public services in
‘mexr meeting-house—Jones might do
what he Jiked in his own ledzings but
he must not preach im pubHA& The
appeal to Caesar failed!

Forbidden to wership in public haw
could a Chureh of €hrist be built up?
i It seemed like the end eof everything
i and for once Jones was theroughly
disheartened. - What ceuld he do? It

seemed as though the door to service
{ in St. John’s had been shut in his faee, |
! and not only shut, but banged, barred
and bolted! In'his disappointofent he
actual}v proposed returning to Eng-
land. But the church members would
not hear of retreat—they were not go-
irg to be beaten; they would not give
{in; they would not suffer the cause

i

'of Christ to be erushed out of exist-
ence by any men! They were of the
same stuff as the Apostles. They

. thanked God that they were counted

worthy to suffer for the Name's sake;

they said they must obey God rather

‘than man. Seeing their fajth and
courage the heart of Jones was made
*streng and glad within him. He gave
up the idea of returning to England
and pledged himself anew to the im-
mediate task which claimed him.

{  For the moment the Church ylelded

to the crder of officialism. But they
only retreated in order to prepare for

a big advance; they only drew back
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A Jones.

§ | zether without resources.

worship‘ag hitherto, and Johp Jones,

tians fn kome .were forced by perse-
cution away from the Jight of day, un-
derground to the catacombs; g0 his lit-
tle campany was forced by illegal and
arbitrary persecution from worship in
M}c to worship in private: from the
House ‘of zod to the house of Jchn
Ah! but the. house of John
Jones became to them none other but
the House of God and the very gate
of Heaven!

But they were not content ta meet
thus in secret. They were not alto~
They were
British sybjects, and if justice could
not be obtained in Newfoundland then
it could be obtained in England. And
in Emngland they had friends, evem
.pawerful friends. And to them they
‘turned for help in this time of trial.
They wrote a letter to the great Evan-
gelleal Society for Promoting Religi-

them to-take up their injured eause.

summer and’ they had to t wntil
the following spring, 1780, for an an-
swer. And all that time they contin-

They were a persecuted Church—but
as so often has happened in history
“the blood of the martyrs has been the
seed of the Church” and times of per-
secution have been times of growth.
So it was here. In the recerds of this
time I find the emntry “The Lerd was
pleased to add unto them.”

The Coverney, while he might be an
autocrat in Newfoundland, was him-
self subject .to authority in Emgland.
And when that @istinguished divine,
the Rev. Dr. Stafford, ene ef the of-
ficials of the Seciety for Pramoting
Religious Knowledge, waited upon him
in London, His Excellency was mniost
accommodating. The persecution of
the Independent Church in St. John’s
was not his doing, not at all! ' It was
all due to the jealousy and bigotry of
Mr. Langman, magistrate and clergy-
man. On his return to Newfoundland
he would take steps to keep Langman
in his place and also see that Jones
and his congregation were reinstated
in thetr building. *To Lis credit k
carried out his word and in August
1780 the congregation re-took posses-
sion of their meeting-house “with
great joy and gladness of heart seeini
that the Lord had done such grea
things for them.™

That is one example of the perse-
cution to which qur fathers were sub-
jeet—persecution by the authorities.
It is uot ta be wondered at that the
rough and rowdy elements followed
the example of their social. betters.
Even officers of His Majesty’'s navy
from ships in the harbour theught it
fine sport to disturb the dissenters at
their prayers. Their favourite diver-
sion seems to have heen dropping gun-
powdgr down the chimney of the
church, at the imminent risk ef ex-
plosion and fire. Thus eneouraged,
the rabble of the town took a hand in
the game. ©One night they wrenched
the shutters off their hinges, smashed
all the windows and did much other
damage. Baiting the dissenters was
a faveurite amusement! Onece there
was quite a riot. ‘“The lewd fellows
of the baser sort” attacked the bwild-
ing with stomes, did much desiruction
and mere or less serieusly imjured
members of the cengregation. The au-
thorities were cempelled to imterfere.
The ringleaders of the mob were iden-
tified, brought te trial and condemned
to be flogged. Here Jones showed his
Christian spirit of forgiveness and
goofiwill, he imterceded with the ma-~
gistrates on behalf of the prisoners
and prayed that the sentence might
not be carried out. He harhoured no
hatred against the men, he had no an-
ger for them, enly pity, and at his in-
tercession the men were liberated.’

This incident seems to have marked
| the end of the peried of bitterest per-
secution. A wnew Govermor, John
Campbell, Esq., 2 Scotsman and a very
different man from his predecesser,
srrived in 8t. Johw's. He was very
faveurably inclined toward the Dis-
i senting Chureh; he saw and approved
| ali Mr. Jones' efforts for the spiritual
and moral improvement of the people.
Ilis ottitude and protection restrained
the more violent forms of persecution.
Says the old record, “His conduct was
heyond expression—gentle, mild and
_good-natured,” .apd in answer to an
address from the Church he declared
“that so far from preventing he would
do all in his power to further it.”

All the way through the arch-per-
secutor had been Edward Langman,
the magistrate. His hatred had been

_work had been prompted by a jealousy
that was almost insane, Postic justice
was meted out him. hMﬂnw—
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This S. 0. S. was sent off in the late | from Engiand.

!

as implacable 49 it was . | &
e elorts t6 faure Joneb . wnd’ bis

/Darsetshire.

over hgre in the summer for the fish-
ery and returning to Epgland at the
clase of the season, for . were
days when permanent residence in the
island was discouraged. The Gover-
ner himself only resided here during
the fishing season and returned home
every fall. During the winter motiths
the numbers of the little flock must
have heen very small, and it was a
great strain dn them te maintain the

ous Knowledge, laid their case before | ¢2use and keep it frae from debt. In-
the officials of the society and begged ; deed, they would mot have been able

te de this but for the generous he

From the very begin-
ning right on to the present ‘moment
this Churek has been assoclated with
those of our faith and order in Eng-

ued their services without a break.: }and and not with those in America

or Canada. And to-day the mission-
ary work initiated by the Church in
Fortune Bay just 50 -years ago, and
8¢ ably carried on by Rev. Hugh Mac-
Dermottt for the past 21 years, is al-
most entirely financed by the English
Colonial Missionary -Soctety. And
however desirable on grounds of pol-
iey, and even of principle, affiliation
with the United Church of Canada may
be, ties of sympathy lasting 150 years
link us very closely to the Congrega-
tional Churches of the Motherland.
Our outlook is toward the East rather
than toward the West. The ties Which
bind us to English Congregationalism
can only bhe broken, and that very re-
luctantly, at the bidding of a higher
loyalty.

In view of the fact that the majer-.
ity of the Protestant.populatien ef the
country is of West of England stock,
it is only natural to find that in the
early years there existed the closest
connection possible in the circumstan-
ces between this ghurch and the Inde-
pendent Chureheg of Devonshire and
Many of the masters of
the fishing vessels coming here year
after year were sturdy Independents,
and to their home churches in the
West Country they told the story of
this Chureh, its difficulties and its
needs. A generous response was the
result—gifts of books and magazines
for winter reading as well as gifts of
money were constantly arriving. By
the living sympathy and spirit ef fel-
lowship, of which these gifts were the

mummann
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Now is i‘he 'l"il'ne, to Antici-

pate Your Blanket Needs

Every economical housewife should immediately check over her Bianket
needs for the coming winter, for here are presented opportunities to
save on BLANKETS that are known and noted all over Newfoundland
for their wonderful wearing qualities, as well as their splendid appear-
ance—RIVERSIDE BLANKETS. New, fresh assortments direct from
the mill are offered at a substantial reduetion from their former prices,
g¢ plan to supply your BLANKET néeds during this Sale.

All Wool Blankets.

Union Weol Blankets.

These Blankets are 70 p.c. Wool and are guaranteed to give

satisfaction.

Ask to see them:; you will he delighted with their

splendid appearance and warmth giving quality.

Size 50 x 70.. Reg. $ 6,08 pair.
Reg. $ 1.60 pair.
Reg. § 9.10 pair.
Reg. $10.50 pair.
Reg. $12.10 pair.

54 x-ig,

60 x 78,
66 x 88.
70 x 88.

Special Priee .. .. ..$ 545
Special Price .. .. ..% 650
Special Price .. .. ..& 815
Special Price .. .. ..8'%i0
Special Price .. .. ..§1090

These are guaranteed pure Wool and are recommended for

their wenderful wearing qualities,

Weigh them, measure them,

poke your thumbs into ‘their heat-holding depths, and you will
agree with us that there isn't a hetter Blanket made at any

rice.
Slze 40
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48.
70.
78.
88,
88.
85.
90.
90.

‘Ree.

Reg.
Reg.
Reg.
Reg.
Reg.
Reg.
Reg.

$ 5.45 pair.
§ 9.10 pair.
$10.95 pair.
$12.70 pair, -
$14.50 pair.
$15.456 pair.
$18.10 pair.
$19.80 pair.

Special Price .. ..
Special Pries .. ..
Special Price .. .. ..
pecial Priee .. .. ..
Special Price .. .. ..
Special Price .. .. ..
Special Price .. .. ..$1.75

-8 495

When Winter Comes this Sale of Blankets will be gratefully remembered by the wise housekeeper, both for
the adequate supply of fine, warm Blankets she has provided and the substantial economy they represent.

MAIL ORDERS FOR THESE BLANKETS WILL RECEIVE PROMPT AND CAREFUL ATTENTION .

outward expression, the Church in St. | =

John’s lost its sense of isolatiem, for
behind it were the spiritual and mater-
ial resources of the home churches.
Some of them ought to he mentioned
by name—Wareham, Sherborne and
Poole in Dorsetghire, Teignmeuth and
Plymouth in Devonshire. Without
their practical help this Church could
not, humanly speaking, have survived

Great names had they, but greater
souls,
True heroes of their age,
Who like a roek in stormy &eas

Defied opposing rage.

its infaney. Perhaps the greatest in- | As faithful as our fathers were

dividual friemd the Cangregational
Chureh in St. John's ever had on the
other side was the Rev. Dr. Samuel
Greathead of Newport Pagnell in Cam-
bridgeshire, where he was tuter in the
Academy for the Education eof Con-
gregational Ministers. It was to him
more than any other that Mr, Jones
and his people turned for counsel in
all their diffieulties, and when Jones
died it was te Dr. Gfbathead that his
Church turned to find them success-
or. He was algso instrumental in ob-
taining fer the cause many hundreds
of pounds from sympathisers in Eng-
land, Never onee did he fail them.

Of the early years of the Church
the most striking features are—

1. The steadfastpess and loyalty of
the little persecuted flock. .

2. The practical sympathy and help
of the home churches in England.

We to-day should be prpud of the
spirit in which those who went before
us met and conguered oppesition, and
we may still be grateful to the Com-
gregationalism of the Qid Country for
the help and support which have been
so generous snd so continweus.

Our fathers were high-minded men
Wha firmly kept the faith,;

To freedom and v
In dalg-' and 2

May we their children be;

| And in our hearts their spirit live

That gained our liberty.

God help us all to do and dare
Whatever can be done,

Till for the good old cause of truth
The victory shall be won.

-
FREE OF DEBT.

The pleasing anhouncement that the
Memeorial Scheol on Deanery Avenue
is entirely free af debt, was made by
Rev, Dr. Kitehin at Last Mass on Syu-
day. Ta' miaking the awnouncement,
Rev. Dr. Kitchin heartily thapked the
reeple of the parish for the generes-
ity they displayed in raising the pec-
essary funds. The school, which is
eracted to the ymmemory of the men of
the parish ihotdlmmmw.

.| was opened three years age. It com-

uhn’twelve elu' m .and. two
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HAVE NOT
SEEN A
BARGAIN
IN
QUALITY OR
PRICES

UNTIL

YOU SEE THESE
WONDERFUL

BULBS

AT
VALLEY NURSERIES,

Valley Nurseries Stere,
sept3,eod

'Phone: 1513, 1581.

is the mest important work we
do. We take a great
pains to do it right As soon as
you leave your prescription in
_our store it is placed In the
Jhands of 2 man of high quali-
_ficatien and speclal training in
mlntion work.
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