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Rangei'r Enquiry

The above was continued at the
Central . District Court yesterday af-
térnooh, when Commander Howley
Was put in the box and cross-examin-
‘ed by Messrs. M¢Neily and Winter.
M?. John Taylor, Shipwright, was also
called and déposed as to the condit-
iofi of the hull of the ship.

Commandet Howley, cross<examin-
ed by Mr. MeNelly—Witness made an
examination of the Ranger’s boiler;
he did not make a thoroﬁgh examina-
tion of the boiler outside of the damag-
ed parts, but as far as he saw it was
in. fairly good condition. In the case

of an old boiler he would think it ad- |

visable to have & hydrostati¢ examina-
uon every year. It would be difficult
to say if this was absolutely neces-
sary; some engineers would make one
every two or three months. If he was
im charge he would make a hydraulic
,tut every three months. Witness did
ot think it necessary to have cement
iat the bottom of a boiler; he would
no have it in any boiler. If he was an
inispector he .would have the cement
' removed every year and a hydro-static
test put on it. Tapping is done to pro-
i duce sound; sound is produced by vi-
‘bration where there is anything solid
'Dehind it. As he saw the boiler after
‘ the ship came in, there was no danger
of explosion, the principal
' would be the helplessness 6f the ship.
Often ships get disabled from various
éauses; tubes often blow out, for many
reasons, and have to be repaired. If
,the witness had been Chief Engineer
of, the Ranger, when the first trouble
Ioocurred, he would have insisted on
| getting to port, and blowing down as
soon a8 possible. Steam blowing
out of a boller would cause erosion
and the effect of this would depend on
the condition of the plate. A test is
| véry necessary on an old boiler; if it
| ¢éannot stand the pressure laid down
' there is @omething wrong and the
amount steam should be less than
before. Every boiler plate will stand
a certain strain, but there is a point
which, having béen reached, it will
not go beyond; this is called the elas-
te limit. (Here the witness outlifies
the regular formulae used in the test-
ing of boiler plates). For a period of
eight yearg witness
employed inspecting boilers
Navy, but not in the interest of the
Board of Trade. In this tithé he never
,8aw cement in a bopilér; he under-
' stands now that it is & common oc-
fo!rrence for cement to be in the bot-

: jtom of boilers of ships; he has not

heard of it outside of this enquiry. As
‘m a8 he knows, it is laid down in
Liloyd’s that theré should be a hydro-
static test made every two years, at
least he thought'he had seen it. (At
the request of Mr. McNeily the wit-
ness will endeavor to find it in Lloyd's
rules. afid aldo ook up the Canadian
Ax’hlﬂm rn!u) -

danger |

was conatantlyf
in the'

Cross-esamined by Mr. Winter—

A hydro-static examination should
subject all parts of . a boiler to a like
test. The cement will help’ to re-
duce the pressure on the plate where
it was. In such a test if the boiler
was in perfect condition all over
j you would not be &ble to put on suf-
ficient pressure to make it burst out
before some of the inside parts would
have given away. In the present
case the boiler would have burst out
in the weak spots. It has been stated
that cement is put in to protect the
plates and rivet heads from corrosion
and for convenience in e¢leaning -out.
Cement to the thickness of 2 1-2 or 3
inches is not necessary to accomp-
lish the former, a cement wash, like
paint would have doneé the same work.
To take out the cement a chisel would
have to be used. This would not cause
any injury to the plate beyond mak-
ing a mark. The cement would stand
off the strain, but he would not sug-
geést that it was put in for that pur-
pose. The bottom part of the boiler is
{ subject to corrosion on the inside and
oxidization on the outside. When be
saw the boiler its exterior was the
same as it was before the ship went
out' to the icefields. You could tell if
the plate had worn on the outside,
but it would not be possible to say
how much without measuring it.
Looking at the plate of this particular
boiler, in a casual manner, he would
say it had worn. He would not test
the thickness of the plate by tapping
it; he would bore a hole through.
This would be stopped by putting a
rivet i the hole and screwing it tight. |

Re-examimed by Mr. Bradley.—At |
present there is nothing to show that
there was danger of explosion. On the
11th of March it could not be sald if
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was it would cut a hole in the cement,
but would not be responsible for the
general thinning of the plate in the
vicinity. In the case of a new boiler
the pressure is tested on the plates
before the boiler is made. No formula
could be used on the Ranger before
it was first ascertained the thickness
of the plates. A cement wash would
have done the same to the place and

open to conviction as to the necessity
of having cement in the bottom of the
boiler. In his examination of the
boiler he had discovered that oxida-
tion had been going on for some time.
He also examined the engines and
found them in working condition, as
far as he could see without testing the
various parts, After thrée years of
gervice he would not think they would
be in first class condition. He under-
stands they are in the ship since 1871.

Mr. H. J. Taylor, sworn, examined
by Mr. Bradley.—Witness is a mas-
ter shipwright and has fifty years’ ex-
perience of this work. He has known
the Ranger for over 38 years; she is
built of white English oak. She is
now built 54 years, and is as good as

gave the ship a ‘general overhauling
which cost several thousand dollars.
There were put.in new beams, new
hatch combings, new deck, new bol-
stering, new stern, sternpost and rud-
"der. As far as the hull of the ship is
concerned, it is as good as the first
} day the ship came to the country. It is
in first class, seaworthy eondition.

| This finished all the evidence in the
‘case, and all that now remains are
the addresses of counsel engaged. On
Thursday afternoon at 3.30 these will
be heard.
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rivet heads as the cement. He is still '
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there was or not danger from ex- ;
plosion. Steam coming out a boiler
would cause erosion; where ecement '
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VICTORIA, B.C., April 30.—With the

demand for fish ofl and fish meal and |

dried fish in the United States and the
Orient far exceeding the supply,
plans are under way for the -con-
struetion. of five or six new fish meal
and fish oil pldnts at various points
on the Vancouver Island and mainland
, coasts this summer. Several private
i concerns and one public
are in the fleld to take advantage of
the lifted ban on pilchards on thig"
coast, and will fish them on a large
scale for reduction purposes, it is
stated.

* Inhabitants of the West Coast of
Vancouver Island record the informa-
tion that for ten years past there has
been an unfailing run of pilchards,
and one captain plying the West Coast.
. toute stated that hé had recohtly.
.salled for six hours through an im-
mense school of pilchards,

company y

B LN

LESTER & ELTON, Proprietors,
ST. JOHN’S; NI

g—

=~
SO

Left His Head

SICAMOUS, B.G, April 380—A.
Fietta, a section hand on the Canadian
Pacific Railway, is minus a hat but
says he is thankful his head is still
secure,

While travelling on a “speeder”
near Solsgirth recently he was fol-
blowed by an - eagle which circled
around him for some moments and
finally darted toward his back. In a
moment his hat was whisked from
his head and Fietta saw the great
bird safl away with it to a neighbor-
ing tree.

Ring 2016 for good and com-
1 o ers.—may7,6i
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it is. Our policy guarantees it in black an
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