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her,” he hastened to add. “ft Would be 
too hard WWk—late hours «64 all the 
rest ot It, ttoutoherkaow.”

June looked at Ills bent head 
shrewdly. ,

“Humph!” she eald. “Perhaps It'S

tber’s has turned u$ trumps, It that!» 
all you’d got to offer her’’

■ “Phantom lover!" tariff Mr; his
voice sounded as if be ware annoyed, 
"Whom are you tatolaa SbMt?”

“Bather’s beloved,” June 
"She won’t tell me life H*H

She reoommanded the famous créa» 
to all her Attends) She was as proud 
Of It arf if It Were Set own Invention.

She carried a note on a tray SOW, 
Which ehe handed to Esther.

“I found It on the hall table, Miss,” 
she said. “It must have bees left by 
a messenger"

. she waited a moment to stake np the 
Are and tidy the hearth; ehe was el* 
ways glad Of an esettee to stay in the 
room; ehe was sever tired of telling 
her friends what a pretty room it was 
—she loved the mauve OttehiOBC ftSff 
the many photaflfaphs.

She Went away With a- reluctant 
backward look. June yawned. —■

“Another love-letter r she asked 
ckafflngty. sue looked «rose at Es­
ther, add wai surprised to see the em­
barrassment in the girl’i face,

"It's from Mr. Harley," she said, la 
dietrtee. "Oh, rm sure I’ve never let 
him think i----- ” She handed the let­
ter to June. "Me waste me to go to a 
theatre with him,” she added in epn- 

I fusion.
| “Well, I should gd," said Jude 

promptly. "You don’t set much tea, 
and the man knows you’re engaged,
and if he likes to chance It----- ”

“But how does He know Fm engag­
ed? I’ve never told him.”

“i did,” June said ealmly. "t saw 
tke way the wind was blowing and ; 
told him to save complications.” She i 
made a.little grimace at Esther. "And, 
after this note are you etill going to. 

I declare that he isn’t toot* than ofdin- j 
I arily interested? Esther, you’re tke 
most unsuspecting baby—- Say you’ll 
go, of course. There’s no hardi in it.” 

i “I certainly shall not go,” Esther. 
said ; "I don’t want to, for one thing, ^ 
and, for another, it would not be fair
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him the phantom lever, because FVU 
get an eerie sort wf touting lu my tout 
about him that he doesn'ffeaUy ex­
ist. What do you think. Micky?”

“My dear girl, how can I possibly 
know?”

June produced some cigarettes.
“If he were all that she'd like -to1 

believe he is,” she said shrewdly,, 
“She’d tell me. more about him. She 
certainly got a bit more «influential 
to-day, and eaifl that he M a eat tor 
a mother and a tow thftrge like that. 
She had another letter from him this 
morning; he’s in Parte—-on business, 
so he tolls her.” She laughed, turning 
her face tor .a moment against the 
mauve cushion. Suddenty she «at up­
right again. “Micky, Î should bate 
that man it I knew him!"

Micky smiled.
“Another ef your ’instinctive 

hates’?” he asked whimsically.
She nodded.
“I know you don’t believe in them, 1

but . . .”
“Don’t I r said Micky thoughtful­

ly. "I’m not so sere." He looked at ; 
his watch. “Well, 1 meet he trotting. ! 
There’s nothing else t can do for you, - 
I suppose? No mere waits who wants j 
billets . . .r ;

“YouYe laughing at me.” i
“Fm not—I never taegh at you." He ] 

laid his nand on her shoulder tor a ; 
moment. “Don’t bother to get up; you , 
look ho comfortable . .. Good-bye ,
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CHAPTER VIII.
Jinn: laughed.
’5}tfy dear boy, you’re too late! She 

do®n’t want your help now, or mine 
either, for that matter,” she added 
ruÿuily. “She’s a lady of means—that 
wopderful man of hers who’s tucked 
up3n Paris having the time of his life 
is going to allow tier three pounds a 
weSk.”

She paused and looSced across at 
him. expectantly.

‘Spell, why don’t you look surpris­
ed Ç she asked.

Micky swallowed hard.
‘3 am surprised!” tie said. “Too jol­

ly Surprised for anything. It'S good 
ne«s. eh? I suppose she was pteased.
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‘Ilf course she was! She’s staying 
on 40v, and is going to share ta y 
room. She had a qualm just for a nu>* 
aaeât, as to whether she ought to take 
the-money, but I soon put her mind at 
ease. ‘Take all you can get, my dear,’ 
I said. After all,. I dare say it the 
man’s giving her three pounds he 
could afford to give her about double 
that amount; men are not particularly 
yençrous from what I know of thefh— 
fxcSpt you, Micky. ...”

Micky got red.
“But three pounds a week is enough 

to live on
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? Don’t you think it is?" he that a London boarding-house must 
ask$d, with a touch or anxiety in his be noisy and. crowded and perpetually 
voice. smelling of snap and cabbage water;

“it’s enough to live here on,” June he was relieved to find that this was 
admitted. “But it’s not great wealth, fairly Comfortable and quiet.
Stitt, she’s goihgz to get a berth as He picked up a. taxicab at the cor- 
weQ, so perhaps, hfter all, the one ner of the road and was driven back to 
ycwCve heard of will suit her. What is his flat. He felt very depressed. Every- 
itrÇ body seemed to have Interests in life

üflclty was stooping, patting Char- except himself. He wished he had got 
lie’i head. ' married years ago and Settled down.

“|t’s in an office,” he said, after a He thought of Marie Deland with re- 
moihent; his voice sounded a little morseful affection. Here was another 
uncertain. “I don’t think it would real- woman who must be thinking him a 
ly BJilt her, though—now I’ve seen posAira/MitsIder. How ta the , world

Regular $14.50. 
Regular $16.00.June pushed her away.

> from the “Oh, you make me tired!” she said 
tately lady c^giy, “Why Will you Insist on be- 
luring the llttllng yourself? Who on earth la this 
an to hate WondertuI man that he sets himself 
ig and the up [or guch a model of superiority? 
vorn lino- He ^n't be anybody if he’s ashamed 

of you. You don't like Micky, I knew, 
un seemed Mt wlth 6ll hiB moBey and position, 
of whonv- |f be h,ved yoù-he’d be only too proiid 
îabby and ^ gbout from the housetops, an* 
was, and not care a hang what the world I 

îe wooden thought. There’s no rotten pride about 
er with a i Micky—if he loved a beggar girl he’d 
till their : be prou(j Df jt. . . . No, don’t say any 
the tragic more, it makes me boil!" 
stiff and she lit another cigarette and puffed 
8aze- ' at It furiously. '

DUldn't be “Do you—do you think J should go 
when. Es- with Mr. Harley, then?” Esther asked 
her fruit- presently. Her pretty face was flush- 
ur money eg an(j troubled, 
up to re- ^ “No, I don’t,” said June emphatlcal- 
in exist- ?y -f think you ought to please your- 

and come gelr j don't want to advise you, but
I should does seenyto me that you’re throw-

II the big |„g away any chance of real happt- 
you owe negg f0r a-
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famous cream.” She burst out laugh- 
tog. “Can’t you imagine it! Esther, 
you and I ought to tour the country 
In a caravan or something. Call our­
selves the new Sequah.” She rolled 
over in the big chair and hid her face 
to the cushions.

Esther laughed; she felt quite at 
home now in June’s room. There were 
a few of her own possessions lying 
about, and she had bought Charlie a 
mv cushion of his own. It gave her 
s sense of Independence to know that 
she was paying her share of every­
thing.

“I shall get something if I wait long 
enough,” Esther said presently. “Do 
you know, I rather think I should tike ! 
to be a companion, aftef all. I tout 
Mr.----- ” She stopped

“Chimera,' 
with downcast eyes for a moment, 

j then suddenly she began to cry. Per­
haps in her heart she felt in some 
mysterious way that June was right, 
that this girl, with her odd instinct, 
had put her hand right on the heart 
of things, and that her happiness did 

, not really lie with Raymond Ashton, 
j And yet she loved him. ' Night and 
j day he was never ont of her thoughts.
I She slept with his letters under her 

pillow. Since he went away he had 
done much to blot out all that had 
gone before. And yet sometimes the 
memory of that past unhappiness, of 

I Its disagreements and quarrels and 
! petty unl^ndnesses would raise Its 
ugly head and look at her with a sort 
of leer as if daring her to forget en­
tirely. :/l, V" z

June was all remorse In a moment.
"I'm a pig!” she said disgustedly. 

"I oug^t to be kicked. Why do you let 
me talk so mhch? It’s awfnl cheek of 
me to dare to criticise you. I’ll never 
do it again. He may be an angel for all 
I know. Esther, If you don’t stop cry­
ing . too, and then there’ll be a nice 
sort of noise."

Esther dried her eyes and laughed 
shakily.

“I’m silly? I don’t know -why I cried; 
There’s nothing to cry for,” she pro­
tested.
' “That’s why woméù always cry,"

■ said June hardily.
(To be continued)
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she had been 
sboqt to add that ahe had once told 
Micky how she would hatelt

“It might net be so bàd," Jane ad­
mitted; “but you Want some one with 
pots of money and a good temper.”

She looked at Esther consideringly.
"There wouldn't have to be any 

eligl&le sons either;’’ she said blunt­
ly. “You’re much too pretty-—”

Esther laughed.
“What nonsense!" _
June dragged Esther to her feet and 

made her look in the glass.
“Now dare to call it nonsense—look 

at yourself," she commanded.
But Esther only looked at June.
“Next to >ou,” she began,, but Jpne 

cut her ehort.t
“If you’re going to try blatant flat­

tery,” she said.
They both laughed at that.
Some one tapped at the door; Lydia, 

the smiling house-maid, appeared; 
she looked at the two girls with a sort 
of jmrintal expression; She was very
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Fashions and Fads. ioto ofArtificial grapes make a popular 
decoration for. the dance frock.

Kor evening wear jeweled bands are 
worn low oyer the forehead.

Afternoon blouses of chiffon are 
trimmed in tinsel and beadwork.

The fine hand-embroidered Philip­
pine blouse continues to be in favor.

A black taffeta frock is trimmed 
With tows of white wool drawnwork.

A morning gown' of rose tricolette 
has edgings of rick-rack braid.

In Paris hats are worn again with 
the semi-formal evening dress.
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