A Question which Toronto Citizen
Must ImverT

THE STRUCGLES OF THE POOR.

Startling Sights Behind the
Scenes.

RESPECTABILITY IN THE LAST DITCH.

Society is apt to wince when amid its
gaieties and follies it hears thatsome
r wretch has died of starvation.

en The Mail aroused the Christian
blic by telling them that one of their
g:den, a cletgyman, had died for lack
of the necessaries, not to speak of the
comforts, of life, the news fell like a
pebble in a mill-pond, and the whole
placid surface of the church-going com-
munity was temporarily rippled. But
a Christian martyrdom should bear fruit
in this life, by leading the wa populs to
strike a higher key in the moral ss well
as religious gamut. Has that result
been accomplished ? Have not the in-

habitants of this city rather forgotien

the lesson which such a dire
should have taught? Have we not
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old man, with long white hair
ging in wavelets over his nh?uldcl,

iling powers ; his
e of a long

3 his bench
come self -sufficient in the efficacy of our el

open

susceptibilities of the
afresh ? Has' not the death of a
clergyman from want come to be re-
garded as an unpleasant subject, some-
thing of the character of a poor rela-
tion? The question, however, still
presses whether effective measures have
been adopted te provide against a repe-
tition of these unpleasant occurrences
among society. -

Have respectable members of this
community to be permitted to die of
starvation? This is the gquestion which
every household is called upon to an-
swer. An affirmative response will not
be directly given by any of our citizens;
but if the present means are not prompt-
ly supplemented such a result must en-
sue, and thus inactivity implies a death
sentence. A negative answer means
that additional responsibility must be
shouldered, and that promptly. Two
questions are, therefore, involved. Is
there any need for additional aid to
meet the prevailing distress ! If so,
are the citizens capable of making fup-
ther sacrifices?! To the demonstration
of these problems we direct attention.

A PICTURE IN THREE PANELS.

If it is true that heaven lies about us
in our infancy, it is still more certain
that poverty environs us during our
subsequent life. Although often accom-
panied by squalor, uncleanliness and
brutality, it sometimes presents the
less repulsive guise to the philanthropist
of respectable genmtility. The descend-
ants of good families retain some of their
old pride and respect and face destitu-
tion and death bravely, as British
soldiers rush into battle with colours
flying. Such cases, where no imposi-
tion need be feared by the charitably
inclined, are not difficult to find, for
these human wrecks strew the shore, A
visit to the tenements and hovels of the
different wards presents sights which
would startle our wealthy classes and
lead to more generous gifts. Let us
examine some of the scenes presented.

PANEL FIRST.—DESTITUTION.

‘¢ We are penniless in a stpange land.”
The tears stood in the eyes of a ngggle-
aged, = respectably dressed Lancashire
woman as she commenced the story of
her misfortunes. It was told simply
and straightforwardly in the back room
of a cottage lying among Elizabeth street
rookeries. The front room was unoccu-
pied, for the family. had nothing to fill
1t, but across the windew was drawn a
short blind of pleated muslin to screen
the ‘emptiness within. In the rear
apartment were three English -emi-
grants, respectable and tidy in appear-
ance, but destitute and forlorn in cir-
cumstances. A broken packing-case
served as a table, a three-legged stool—
doubtless & home reminiscence—and a
::iha.i.r constituted l:ch.e furniture, A

iminutive stove, lacking the necessary
utensils, and.a little crockery completed
the household fittin,

‘“ When [ had aught that stove,”
said the Lancashire matron, ‘‘ we were
left without a farthing and without a
friend. Since then my two daughters
s(z}nd myself have h.‘l..ived on whsth St.

eorge’s Society given us—a little
bread and a few bits of things. They
were 30 kind as to send us a few coals,
too.”

* How long have you been thus ex-
isting 7" asked the visitors.

‘“ Since the beginning of November.
I will tell you, sirs, how it came about.
We v;lere comfortably off at B.gldton. One
daughter was a tailoress, was in
gog work. The other went to the
mill, and I looked after the home.

were always telling us how much

$he | ;e and trouble had humbled him n.

trouble
til he now struggled to
job of rough work, as an old line of battle
ship labours in the storm. The apart-
ment was not sufficiently large in which
to swing the proverbial cat. In the
centre was a tiny stove ; along the east
side and facthg the window extended
the working table. A small éupboard
containing a few utensils was the omly
other household god. The bench form-
ed also the tailor’s bed, a thin coverlet
constituting his protection against a
winter’s = temperature which touches
zero. Seated on his board, with his
work and his bed covering almost inex-
tricably mixed, he represented Desola-’
tion. No one claims kinship to this
veteran, who is left to fight the last con-
flicts of life alone. With shrill note he
talks of home as if it were an institu-
tion long since blotted out. He will
tell you that he was well off once, that
he could boast of a house and lot, and
a couple of thousand dollars to boot.
But that was in the good old days,
which have long since passed, never to
return. Sickness came, bad times fol-
lowed, age crept along and stole away
energy and enterprise. Business affairs
drifted from bad to worse.  Death car-
ried away the entire family save the
so-called head. He will relate the story
of a legacy huntin England with quiver-
ing lip and nervous power; how he
followed np a trifling trail and succeeded
in securing five hundred sovereigns.
He lives, indeed, in the happy
memories of the past, for the nt
affords him simply a bread and water
diet. Twelve families occupy the trip-
let of cottages, and although drunken-
ness, and debauchery may hold high
revel among the other lodgers, he re-
mains in quietude in the back garret.
This is the old man’s consolation. When
we left he was still squatting on his
table-bed, looking beyond the wretched
scene of tottering habitationsand human
wretchedness to the glowing rays of the
setting sun, dreamily ulating as to
how long it would be "Before his sun
would dip ‘below life’s horizon.
PANEL THIRD.—DESPAIR, _
A brick cottage, rapidly falling into
decay, occupies the centre of a bit of
land intended for a garden on ‘Adelaide
street west. It is far removed from the
sections where a few feet of frontage
mean comgmtive wealth, and is sur-
rounded by dwellings whose diverse
architectural appearance indicates origi-
nality of style. The locality is one
where people are not apt to know how
their next door neighbours obtain
a_livelihood, éxcept by searching en-
quiries. Comfortable independence is
liable to jostle pauperism, and each
stand aloof. The destitution found in
such localities .is, however, seldom of
the begging-letter stamp, but rather of
the order which bears its misfortunes
and troubles in silence, and faces the
dark future alone. It is to this class
that the family occupying the Adelaide
street cottage belongs. A knock
brought a light-haired, bright-eyed
child to the door, and as we entered the
hall the sounds of our footsteps rever-
berating through the house, told us that
poverty and emptiness reigned within.
The front room, which we entered, is
a commodious ;Yutmant but its con-
tents consist only ofodfithingluved
from bailiffs clutches. Harlequin pat-
terns are the fashion nowadays among
the wealthy, but they are the habit
among the poor.
The head of the household is an Eng-
lish public school teacher, musical
essor, choir master, and artist.
are seven members in the family.
The wife told us their Canadian experi-
ence. ‘‘Itissix monthlnﬁ,” i
Y.
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A Young Man Kiilled on the Grand Truak
and a Father and his Sen

were conveyed to his father’s residence,
where an inquest will be held at ten o’clock
fo-morrow.

Last night, about nine o’clock, another
meluu%;f accident ooouﬂl':cdo’ .bty Mohr:il-,
town, N.Y., opposite this p! which
two men n:m:g Ellis, father and son, were
drowned. Itis said they were pushing a
sleigh loaded with some provisions, wi
the ice, which isin a very rotten condi-
;i::i, gave way and both men sank, Their

* Ellis had been to this city an

some goods. He went across in a row-
boat, and left it on the edge of the ice, Ellis
tLen went home and got his son, a boy, to
ut on his skates who pushed his father be-
fore him on a sled. In this way he skated
in.

DR S S S
Produce for England.
Havrrax, N, 8., Jan. 17.—Four car-loads
:ﬁ Canadian a) and oni;:l::d Cnudunb th
tter were to y the
mail steamer mﬁw afternoon,
_——.__.—-
A Defauniter at Seventy.
LoumviiLe, Jan., 15.—Last evening a
commitéee examining the books of the
Savings of Louisville, said to Uashier
Rhoher, ‘Now, we will examine your
accounts.” Rhoher took up a pen, wrete
;;Deﬁoih 337,000‘,;" and fdt thoB;::
e was caught on way to 1, w
he pro; to give himulf‘:p. The
Bank will make the deficit good. Rhoher
is aged seventy.

Mrs, Hayes was noted for her plainness
in dress when she first went to the White
House, and Gail Hamilton had to take oo-
casion to in that she wore costly, if
not showy . The first lady of the
land has 5o far blossowed out in pros-
perity that it ne longer requires a feminine
expert $o prove that she is cu a dash,
This is the way she sppeared at

satin, £ with threads.
The V shaped trunt of the wilsh was oo
in with , and her ‘sleeves were of
duchessé lace with embroidery of seed
pearls. The court train of satin was long
and 2\:::0; rose buds were worked upon
it with threads of gold. The plain white
satin icoat was trimmed with bias
folds of satin, divided by a of gold
and pearls. Broad bands of embroid-
ery separated the pettiooat from the court

If ladies sin against propriety in takin
the initiative, th oanp hndl;ybe blamed
for bringin lel y-shallying or over-
portunity ts u-uf 'ls'::h. g

i an .
tunity ced to end what had gl:rn
somewhat tedious conrtship. The y
nm:l..s.ymg his usual evening visit, lﬂ
his lady-love hNo;J’ho ‘::phod along with her

i ** Nicely,” replied she ; * I'm
roomf‘x;g wonderfully, and make splendid
S, Shiplly S = T
W, y on his _fate,
*‘ What kind do you like best 1" ‘I like
one made with flour and sugar, with_ lots
of raisins, currants and citron, and beauti-
ﬁfm-tod on the top,” responded she,
. y, that’s cake !” cried he.
** I meant wedding,”
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Year’s reception :—Her dress was of white |.
brocaded :
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wed i stages, he would
$o the House at what time he thought the
cha should go into effect, whether dur-
present year, after the long vaca-
tion, or during next year.
The bill was read a first time,
CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATIONS,

Mr, MOWAT introduced a -bill for the
ive Associations. In ex-

bill was to oblige coroners, when s

for the payment of the .expenses of an
quest, to take an affidavit, that the death
was of the class mentioned in the statute
book among cases in which inquests were

Tbobiliwumdlﬁntﬁmo.

OFFICIAL INTERFERENCE AT ELEC-
TIONS, .

Mr. MORRIS asked whether any regu. ||

Iations, order, or orders, have been ado
odbythol:ouﬁa Council oruyc;(go
Departmen biting officers o
bdﬂommmtkuuﬁn‘um on?
Ree Councillors, or

whether any rules, order, or orders, have
been ted by the Executive Council eor
ent of the Government
officers of the Local Govern-
any of thom,_irog: taking any
Dominion or Legislative Elections,
therein, and if
such rules
?
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to himself, and was he debarred from ex-
¢ of “seeking the suffrages of the

county he had asked a Conservati

to
80 that the public might have every confidence in
the Board. (Hear, hear od.:.d Iaughter).

THE MUNICIPAL ACT.
Mr. CALVIN moved the second readii
to d the Municipal Act. It

ly called attention to the fact

ere were difficulties connected the

uestion, one of which was in reference

conflict of jurisdiction between the
Dominion and Local , As

in what the jarisdioion of
the Province was. He fancied that there
would be no difficulty im arriving at an
agreement with the Dominion. I

feeling on his side of the House that the

had, except where there is a junior judge, and
they;:ﬂleouﬁsuta. eonrltp:o' s g
that immediately upon receipt of a ce of appeal

therein proﬂded?o:n county judge shall select

assotiate j
Mr. MOWAT said that the present system was
last year, and was & modern e -

r that purpose, and

§

position to do
The
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Mr. MOWAT w’ let the bill stand.
The House adjourned at 4.20 p.m.

* (Continued on Fifth Page.)
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BUTOHERIESVBY INDIANS.

Heorrible Massacres Committed by Vie-
toria’s Apaches.
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MRS. HICKS LORD.
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of & cotton fac.
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from, He is at present residing in

The Moniteur Acadian learns that

; | Gosselin, of St. Marie, K

8t. Themas youn last
o his f::hei’l fg'wtl:l: :;.
hope getting a livi

A experiment i‘ue(le'ng
Thomas Jones, an old resident of Cam.
borne, was found leanin against a fence
about & mile north of Cobourg, and was
80 badly frozen that he died & few daye
afterwards,

The Presbyterian congregations of Pe
and Campbellford have a i todrcz
follows for mission :—g:mc Mis.

purposes
. | sion, $80.84 ; Foreign Mission, $41,95;

Colleges, $19.56.
Mr. Kenneth McKenzie, one of the most
of and for.

farmers wmnibh,
Jmmmm’t
from his trops.

car load of concentrated gold ore
was shipped from this city to Detroit yes.
terday. Twelve cars of iron ore were at
the same time sent to Buffalo, N.Y.— Bell:.
ville Intelligencer.

Miss A. Cuthbertson, daughter of the
Rev. Geo. Cuthbertson, of Wyoming, who
has been organist of the Presbyterian
Church in that town, was recently pre.
sented with a watch and a chain and
purse of money by friends.

Guelph Herald :—Galt, the truly good
village, was horrified last Sunday when 3
train or two of Sabbath breaking cars run
h she town.- Then, there was the
River, too—it.was running through
the good town all Sunday long.
Says the Halifax Herald :—The Starr
Manufscturing Company have made and
sold this year about 18,000 pairs of skates,
more than their average for the last
five {e‘n ; and have also received orders,
which they are uuable to fill, for 14,000
pair more,
It was stated in the Carleton Place
Herald that the town hall there was un.
safe. The Central Canadian, on the con.
frary, says it has been informed by the
builder of the hall that the floor is capa-
ble of sustaining safely any number of
oonlgpo-ibly be put upon it,
A new and very valuable iron magnetic
mine, judging from the specimen shown, is
now being opened up in lot 2, in the 2ad
conceasion of Madoc. A-gang of men have
been at work for some time getting out
ore, and preparations are being made to
ship 2,000 tons this winter. It mot only
promises to be rich, but of vast extent,
One of the instruments of the Bell Tele.

.1 ohope Company was j in Sheriff

Harding’s office, St.” Jo recently, and
several offices are about to be con.

* | nected with it, This Company is making

rapid progress, having twenty-five instru.

Fifteen | ments in ocomnection with the main office,

and new places are being opened daily,
The wires are about to be extended out of
town.,

_Oliver Tallman.

At a regular communication of Brougham
Union Masonic Lodge, held at Brougham,
the following officers were duly installed
by R. W. Bro. Judge Dartnell, D.D.G.M :

¢| —L P. M., Wm. H. Smith ; W, M., R,

-Stokes ; 8. W., J. Palmer, jr.; J. W,, J.
D. McA ; 8. D, Ira Palmer;J. D,
James Waddingham ; I. D., S. G. Picket;
D. of C., T. C. McAvoy ; Stewards, P. M,

D. W. Ferrier, M. C. Linton.
At the annual i of the Ald.
Beanch Agriouttutsl Society, held

borough
- | at the Town Rodney, January Sth,
elected :—Neil

the following officers were 3

Currie, President; J. N. Ford, Vice-Pre-
sident; E. D. Humphrey, Secretary-Trea-
surer ; Directors, Duncan MecArthur, Jas.
Jamison, John B. Campbell, J. E. Mc-
Bride, A. Hémphrey, John McGregor,
%'hoglmn Kerr, John J. Stalker, and A,

Mr. E. P. Leonard, the popular and ef-

epartment, was presemted with a live
monkey the other day. The little fellow
came “;ho'lyﬁvmt:nllhldt of Mau.
ritius, was brought ou specially b
Mr. William A

i at
A of immigration statistics uas
Voo punpited iy Me: Wat Raspelec, Con
enment i for Mesivohe
and the North-West Territories. It deals
i have been ac-

Muir, B. M.

ficient engineer of the Portland N.B., fire .

IR CABLE LETTER.

cs that are Aftracting
Attention in London.

_fmm?;' RELATIONS WITH FRANCE,

Manitoba as the Wheat Market
" of the World
o

PROSPECTS OF CANADIAN. ANNEXATION.

qhe Uskisd Things British Statesmen
= are Saying of Each Other.

SPLIT IN THE LIBERAL RANKS.

People Dying of Starvation
in Ireland.

THE COVEBNMENT'S RELIEF PLAN.

Reported '.l'a.’oinx of the Noses of

the sauor rrinces.

o
Bl

[BY CABLE 70 THE MAIL.]
Loxpox, Jan. 17.

The week has been dull and the weather

. The uneasy situation of affairs

-on the Continent has served to rouse the
w $o a show of activi France
It is not so much that Iittle confi-

is placed in the Ministry, or that

y yiews it with distrust. It is not

$hat the popular Count de St. Vallier's
resignation of the embassy at Berlin is be-
lieved to endanger the cause of peace. It
inly that M. de Freycinet has no

jority on which he may count,

d Gambetta, who made the Cabinet,
unable to support it. Moreover, there
unquestionably a disposition on the part
of France to occupy Tonquin, and assure
the execution of the Treaty concluded in
1874 with the Empire of Anam, by which ’
this important artery of commerce was to [ o

be opened to Earopean trade. France has | in

come o believe that this occupation is |
essential to -the development of her
inflaence in the China seas. Preoccupied
with the difficulties of her home politic,
she has hitherto given little attention te
the grave colonial problems which have
arisen in the extreme east, and she has

begun to feel that while Eagland fiils [Tk
iese lands with her name, her commerce, | cen

d her language, her own power has | 77,
ened as her neighbour's power was | mg

ponsolidated ; hence there is a slightly | ah
smbittered feeling between the $wo na- | gaj
3t which the late domestic chmgel‘
gere not calculated to engender.

hen there is the report of the Russo-
German affray which excites universal
linterest. .

POLITICS IN ENGLAND,

The Pall Mall Qazette taunts the Oppo-
sition with mysterious reserve in refusing
$o discuss national affairs. The people

eve that the prospect of Germany at-
Rn-h 14 daily increasing. Sir
iStafford Northoote, at the Conservative
banquet at Leeds, after comparing Mr.
Gladstone fo Zadkiel, of Almanac fame,
nd ing that his prophecies are ridi-
acd always disproved by the event.

reminded his hearers that Lord Beaconfield’s
Cabinet turned Russia in the hour of her
friumph from the gates of Constantinople,
id that there wasa good time coming,
would. be folly to bewail the

a3 long as was possible.
Vernon Harcourt, in a ring-
_ #peech at Oxford, declared the
of all the ecriminal blunders
had been committed Iay on
jhe Tories, and prophesied that the first
iy of the new Parliament would be the
day of Jory rule, Sir Charles
Dilke writes a letter proposing te
the attention of Parliament to
execations at Cabul. - Mr. Glad-
one attacked Sir Stafford Northcote's
Blundering misinterpretation of the
ances ” on Friday. Mr, Forster wrote
D approve the annexation of the Trans.
on the ground that the Boers pro-
ct slavery, and the English will destroy
This declaration of Mr. Forster has
auch annoyed the Liberals. Indeed, Mr.
onard Courtney, M.P,, formerly one of
ihe editors of the Tlimes, writes to that
%o say the same line of argument
ould justify an iniquitous annexation of
ghanistan, ere are everywhere indi- | 8
lions of a break in the Liberal councils | &
bn the question of Lord Beacomsfield’s

policy.

[0 Fogs

THE PROSPECTS OF ANNEXATION,
The newspapers, in discussing the proba-
bility that Canada will join the Union,
$hat Manitoba develops a capacity to
1pply the civilized world with wheat, and
iherein lies & source of renewed strength
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bet F 3 since we landed here.
. :t. 1:1 w::ld o~ mou(ZnnndL was ed as master of a public school
nungsford, d ;.he was also
music master and ir master at the | i
churéh. Some quarrel arose with the | unal

o the The Conservatives attack
. for lendi his sup-

;

regulations had been
ecutive Council for either 8 i
e d. In the X fev $0 the Southern nfederacy,
: Mm b Educa- ‘ ‘ x " g much con. : Mr. Gladstone replies that
there §, though the fever was s sentiments were always friendly to
8, ‘one of the colour- the North, even Hamilton Fish acquitting
m of conscious hostility. In a'word, the
> Cabinet Councils which met oh Thurs-
y and Friday had an extraordinary num-
of momentous subjects to consider,
f a8 there is no immediate necessity to
m the public mind on any -topic, or | &
D lead %o any particular direction,
of the business there transacted has
1 published, either officially or unoffi-
y-
DEATHS FROM STARVATION IN IRELAND,
Irish questionsalso absorbdeep attention,

d that of the famine more than all else.
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y daughter trowser-maker, is B A 5.
clever at her I;ulineu, but she could get | 1, persuaded him to remain - here.
no work. How we tramped the streets, That was six months ago, and we have
We went to dozens of | 2¢2 borne down by trouble since then.
shops, but we heard only one -story— We paid only $3 3 month rent at one
you must bring us some legs to fill trow- time, but no pupils would come to the
sers, before we can have any more | 20USe, and indeed there was no room.
made. What can wedo? Have we to lsxongzm&m l.)l:ti now l:‘&) 85. gﬁ
0] o canno 80, e
I want to go back to the dear Sooped ¢ pupile, l_!ut P pbe il

b

of - “;.A had already been brought
down., e would therefore lnggu?:ﬁn
the motion include only the years 1878 and

1879.
estion was adopted, and the of actual starvation are reported i
:o:iiz amended accordingly, was d . papers day a&:: day, provingpt:{nt htil:
The House adj 15, ion ; the North Shore from the dividing R = Desheny Sthany
Just before Ohristufas, two or three L line ‘ensward S Miobipi e - e sdmitied : e Lt
fold | dropped in, hut 1xli_o doubt they spent . with s*\,"“"l:l::mkm"‘ embraces suff- orkhouse bringing one of her childres. | 6
the girls were that they would fake &J\vmxeyAmf]o lm for they never . 208 Siluetl \ 3 cient terri ; u:d.l“r" °.°‘“‘tg ad in her arms. Another case is reported
them back if they could not get alo return ew days 8go. we were thorough for Mr. Jelly, was in- to Pigeon River would be a county abun- ‘ Ess s s
in America. And I know they wo ltlrnng—therofu';l. neither a bite of : operations or politi : Sroduced by Mr. Meredith and Mr, h'rk:‘lg.' dantly large enough tor any representative . in Kilkenny. This county is
""‘E their word. But how can we get | 1004 nor any fuel in the house. We ' Mr, MORRIS—Am I to understand that THE TILE DRAINAGE ACT. to attend to.—Pioneer. ; ’ = >y gt ammbec of
back to England, penniless and friend. | ¥or® 8ved by the St. George’s Society. such instructions extended to taking Mr. GRAHAM moved for a P wbo have left the distressed dis-
less as we'are! Why did we leave the | 1 would have done - almost anything | we mDom'hionor Local elections, other m vd’“mm‘bf“'ﬂ;‘.mlef ‘;’dﬁ“"
, e inefficiency o e
old h:'mﬂ Won’t you help us to re- bontingr 0 1t Mr. MOWAT—Undoubtedly. ies and robberies are
e .t EXPENSES OF COUNTY COUNCILS,
eldest daughter, s good-looking girl of
eighteen, tumod’ away her face to hide
her deep sorrow.
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