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asked the minister of the interior tor 
assistance, as under the Yukon act he 
alone was presumed to bear the re 
sponsibility of the administration of 
the affairs of this territory. The other 
ministers did not take this view ; the 
result was that instead of one ma# be­
ing responsible, several men 
sponsible. I made requests for money 
to ameliorate conditions here, and the 
sum of #175,000 was gi anted for the 
buildidg of trails. This money was 
placed in the hands of a man entirely 
irresponsible to the local government. 
Unfortunately for tbiy vicinity be did 
not take the view he should have taken, 
and spent the great bulk of that money 
in the south end of the territory. I am 
not reflecting on that act, but 1 think 
that this Klondike area should bave 
beeh considered in the distribution of 
this money. It is this area that has 
made the Yukon territory world famous, 
and should have received some con-

would not have been done if we had 
spent the money on one creek. That I 
am sorry to say met with some hostile 
criticism, but it was the only thing we 
could do. - \

“The question of the bridge actoes 
the Klondike was in the" same predice- 

were re- ment—was referred to the Yukon coun­
cil with the result that the commis­
sioner was author!rW to proceed at 
once with the procuring of the material 
to make the bridge and the construe^ 
tion of s road to it. The selection of 
the site was left to the commissioner. 
This site was approved of by both the 
engineers of the department of public 
work» end our resident engineer. A 
pétition was presented against it and I 
am very sorry that my view of the pub­
lic interest clashed with that of the 
petitioners. I regret that\, perhaps 
more than the petitioners, vet 1 felt' 
that I was in the position of a trustee 
of public money, and i felt that 1 would 

sidération. Be that aj it. may, the be unwarranted in spending- #75,000 
members of the council were utterly more or less to benefit a very small

community proportionately to Dawson.
I think there is onlv 20 acres of ground 
in-Klondike City, and whet we want­
ed was a bridge from the mart to the 
mines—the shortest possible distance 
Lib? least'po*sibJs_expense jo serve 

the greatest number of interests, and I 
think that these arc all embraced in 
the present I nidge, which ha» just been 
completed. I wish agein to emphasise 
the remark 1 have made that the coun­
cil always hail only one object. They 
differed at times in their views: if they 
had not they - would not b»ve been 
human; but .we wanted to get to the 

or Advance- samefpoint, and to a large extent we 
have succeeded.

“Mr. Ross, my successor, assume» 
office tomorrow. 1 feel that in him 
the territory has secured an experi­
enced legislator, a man accustomed to 
new conditions in the Northwest terri-
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I brought tbe matter to the attention 
of the local corny il at that time con­
sisting only of. Mr. Justice Dugas. Col; 
Steele and myself 1 Mr. Clement and 
Mr, Girouard being absent). I wish- 
now,to bear testimony heartily'afiS em­
phatically to the hearty assistance of 
Mr. Justifie Dpgas in every project per­
taining to the development 
ment of the country. I always found, 
when I proposed anything, he simply 
asked, ‘Do you believe it will be for 
tbe public benefit?’ and when I said ves 
be assented; and That was invariably 
Mr.„ Justice Dugas' course, In any 
thing that he originated we took the 
same course, because we hart only one
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press my extreme appreciation of 
e, efiortrol the council as it was 
ariiinally constituted in this territory, 
u,better the conditions here. The first 
teancil was, as everyone knows, ap- 
poiated by the government at Ottawa.

arrived here in September, 
found things, I may say- 

word itr^a qualified sense1—Dr

It Is Hard to Knock :and Cream
tories, and will render to the council 
and territory invaluable service. More 

motive. Anything to the contrary not- |e»pect»tty hi he has to deal with im- 
withetending, outside 
chamber, we had only one motive and 
that was to benefit the territoryJ We
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using tte
» most deplorable condition ; the streets 
ofDkwaon were quagmires, there were 
w toads to the mines ; the postoffice 
woke, to nut it mildly, was very m- 
gfcjcat; there was no public huild- 
j,p. tbt two hospitals limited in ca- 

overefowded ; the sick
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WHEN IT COMES TO
this conq^il prove<l condi»ious. He" will reap to a 

certain extent--and I use the words 
respectfully—the benefit of wbat we 

tried our best to bring about better con- have done. A great many things have 
dilions. That we succeeded at last 1 
think we can justly claim, notwith­
standing anything that can I* said le 
the contrary outside ol the CounciHxsaured that in Mr. Rosa you will find 
chamber or any view beldT by tSè pob- that experience, that judgment, that 
lie. I think that the Yukon council practical mindedness that will help 

claim the lion’s share of the credit materially to carry on the legislative
work of this country, hi a moat effect- 
ivt and efficient RMSHfr.

“I wish to thank you very kindly 
for your remark* towards me, amt 
assure you that I appreciate them ea 
fully aa a man can, In saying that, 
everybody knows what 1 mean, and 1 
wi_y appreciate them while I live.

“I have not considered what my 
fi/ture course will be, - I have been 
made a moat flattering offer by the
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been settled. Many difficulties bave 
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«can
lor the better conditions which exists 
today. In~saÿïng this I believe I know 
wliat I am speaking of, and every 
member of the Yukon council knows 
that we have tried- to bring about »
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better condition of affairs. Officially, 
June lait we forwarded a memorandum 
to Ottawa, which I hart the honoi of 

m tiers of the

: 1i
was cure.

ioods :Trousers.pidgin was taken away
ohice. The publ,c here believed 

iBi had the right to use this money, H albecause I did not I was 
jl wy often for not taking money belong- 
il teg to the Dominion ot Canada and ap- 
l| wpiiting it to loc.al use. Ottawa was 
■ Bway; thé ministers were busy; 1 
|| ingot lay any-charge" at their door, for 

practically iiqpossible to reach 
unaware of the con-

framrng,, signed try all me _ ___
council except one,; and although he 
did not sign it for Certain reasons
which I "need not mention, he ’slated minister of the interior- a very re- 
tbat bti his visit to Ottawa he would sponsible position, and ». poeition that 
advocate the changes asked for. That will bring me Iwfore the people of this 
memorandum contained the gist of continent.1 I may accept it and J may 
wbat was put into a future memoran- not I may return to the Yukon in a 
dnm prepared hv a committee of the private capacity. Rut ! mn.t say this: 
council after the two newly elected No matter where 1 may Iw, no matter 
mem tiers had taken their seats. Two wbat my position may be, I will el- 
metnbers of tbe council went out to ways take the most lively interest in 
Ottawa about that tiyne and had the this territory, 
pleasure of discussing the memoran­
dum with the minister of the interior 
and 1 bel 1 eve received assurances irom 
him that it would receive serious con return

1897, brought me more into notice in 
connection with the mine, here: In 
biy report in 1SN0 and I do not wish 
to be egotistical ) oa my work in the 
territory. -I find I expressed the opinion 
that where *0 much gold w»« 10 widely 
scattered, even in small quantities as 
it was then found, that there could not 
fail to be in one section, end m.ybe le 
several, such quantities of gold as to 
startle the world. My prediction ha* 
been verified in the discovery of the 
Klondike, sod f believe that their will
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