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to a struggle harder
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irprise following big
gained great suc-
the line.
hortly before five
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v and strong assaults
., upon the German
Gavrelle, Guemappe
es Croisilles, which
tch line on this part
veen us o and the
line. On the bal-
as I know, up to
vriting, the day has
or, and we have gain-
ground, inflicted a
he enemy, and captur-
prisoners, espeecially
nhood of Fontaine les
¢ [ am told, more
nd have been taken.
ns Resist Stubbornly
hard fighting every-
enemy was no longer
the place where we
nm. As soon as the
started it was clear
Lould deliver our next
had moved forward
n _ghis “Gppx. ling.”’_ag
hich protects the Hin-
ion north and south of
His troops were told
attack at any moment
at all costs of life
strength the enemy
many new batteries,
piaced in front of the
and close behind
nd he massed large
hine guns in the vil-
and emplacements,
could sweep our line
direct and enfilade fire
ne guns were thick in
Roeux, just north of
Scarpe; in Pelves, just
in two small woods call-
Sert  and Bois-de-Vert,

|assaulied and entered twice beflore.
| A Battle of Death

Many German snipers, men of
good markmanship and tried courage
were placed all about in shell holes
with orders to pick off our officers
and men, and the enemy’s gunners
had registered all our positions, so
that they were ready to drop down a
heavy barrage directly our men made
a sign of attacking.

It was only to be expected that
this second phase of the battle  of
Arras should be extremely hard. For
our men it is a battle to the death
I can only give the slightest aecount
of it, because, so far, all is vague,
and the fighting is in progress at all
points attained by our troops, and
there is an ebb and flow of men—-
beaten back for a while by the in-
tensity of the fire, but attacking
again and getting forward.

Sunday Night Terribly Cold

It is certain that Gavrelle is ours,
thus breaking the Oppy line mnorth

the River Scarpe and that our
men. are beyond Guemappe on the
south, though the emnemy still seems
to be fighting at this hour of the
afternoon in or about that village,
and that on the extreme right of the
atto k the enemislsbswsofedes. 1is-
aster north of Croisilles, and lost a
large number of men in killed and
prisoners.

At the outset of the attack, aec-
cording to accounts given me by
men who went over with the first
waves, the enemy showed himselfl
ready to meet it with a fierce resist-
ance.

Last night was terribly cold, and
our troops lying out in the shell
holes or in shallow trenches dug a
day or two before, suffered from this
exposure. Some of the Scottish
troops had-fought in the first day’s

battles of the Arras, and with the tjxisl, : :
rom Brantford, of the 2nd Brants,

chiefly of men from the!orous and overwhelming

English troops had gone forward to
Monchy and into the storm centre of

the German fire.

Prussian Undersea Boat

is Said to Have Been
Netted Near Newport

t
cumstances than those which NOW | the city and county at large, the re-

composed

battalion a year

with iron roofed dugouts.

pleted.”

the Battalion

at the time of the departurei

counties of Brant, Norfolk and Hal—,
dimand, but including in the ranks, |troops, was largely responsible for
recruits from not only every part of | encouraging thoughts that mingled
the wide Dominion, but from th(\,

most remote regions of the United|

States. Since the inception of the;

day evening, reports that the battle which was in progress on the right bank of the

i e R e i e e 1

“We followed in pursuit and occupied Samara station early Monday.
enemy had hastily destroyed what he could but our captures included 16 locomotives,
224 railway trucks and two barges containing munitions.

“On Saturday and Sunday the enemy’s casualties were heavy, but the full count
of the wounded and unwounded prisoners who fell into our hands has not heen com-

DEPARTURE OF THE 215TH
SUENES OF HEARTY FAREWELL

Men Presented an Exceedingly Fine Appearance; Speecheg
Made on Brant Avenue Gore; Notable Sepd:Qff For

Although the life-blood of Brant- numbers have at times seemed small,
ford and Brant County, in the shape | the feeling of the officers
of the best manhood in the district
has time and time again been volun-, their Approval of their
tarily and unhesitatingly offered m,emulate the splendid example that
the Empire, none of the battalions
hat have preceeded the 215th over-{.,mrades who
seas have been dispatched to fight | overseas.
the Empire’s battles on foreign bat-|experienced by the loved ones left
lefields, under more auvspicious Cir-' pohind, and general regret felt by

i215th and of the citizens of Brant-
is unanimous

has been set by their friends
have preceded them
While there was

on all fronts, and the appareni vig-

that is being waged by the entente

with the emotions of parting.

The battalion paraded for the last
ago, it has mad> i time before their departure, on the
steady progress, and although its . Gore opposite the

:Ijig'ri.s etween Samara and Iztabilat continued well into the night of Sunday. The
fighting was severe and hand-to-hand numerous counter-attacks being made by the
enemy, but he was driven from a stubbornly defended position, elaborately prepared

D

exactly at twelve o’clock, when the
bells and whistles were blowing for
the hour. acting Mayor M. M. Mac-
Bride, commenced to read his ad-
dress of farewell. It was an inspir-
ing scene, the sun was shining

brightly on the body of men, all
healthy, strong and sunburned,
equipped with their entire Kkit,
straight and supple, a quota of phy-
sical strength, and intelligence that
would do honor to any community,
and friends and relatives of the de-
parting men were grouped around
the triangular plot, while the city
turned out en masse to greet the
boys and bid them a last “au revoir”
beforé they fell into marching or-
der.
The address of Acting Mayor Mac-
Bride, wag:—
To the Officers, Non-Commissioned
Continued on page four.
5 T Sl

The

(By Stewart Lyon, Special Corres-
. pondent of the Canadian Press.) .

Canadian Headquarters in France
(via London) April 24.—At dawn
yesterday morning, after a vigorous
artillery preparation, an attack was
launched upon that part of the en-
emy line opposite the northern end
of ,the Canadian corps. On the cen-
tre and on the extreme south the
attack was speedily suecessful, and
our objectives were reached with re-
latively small losses. At the north-
rn end of the line the enemy de-
veloped a tenacious resistance at the

\vion. Here houses had been trans-
formed into carefully fortified mach-
ine gun positions, which were diffi-
cult to deal with,

Our infantry were held back while
artillery turned a concentrated fire
on the electric station and on the
western part of Avion, whence also,
a galling enfladipg fire was directed
upon the troeps, who, in the first
rush, had occupied Fosse Seven.
House-to-house fighting was resum-
ed after the bombardment, which
greatly -weakened the enemy resist-
ance. The progress made is import-
ant, in that it brings our line close

south.

The victory by which the British

up to Avion, a suburb of Lens to the |

FOE TRIES NEW POISON GAS ]

troops have captured Gavrelle, in a
rapid advance, uncovers this part of
the Hindenburg line. This win ren-
ders of little value the work of con-
struction of wire entanglements,
upon which the Germans have been
busily engaged since their retreat
from Vimy Ridge ten_days ago.
During the past two days the en-
emy have been putting gas shells
into Vimy and Petit Vimy, and yes-
terday morning, in the back area,
they experimented with what is be-
lieved to be a new form of poison
gas. - Eight bombs, bursting high in

{ the air, threw out at first a ruddy

electric station to the west °f;gl§re, then a bright orange vapor,

which rapidly changed to a heavy
grey cloud that drifted before the
wind. No ill effects, however, were
observed in the district in which
these bombs burst.

Where Canadians Are Fighting

In the new British advance des-
cribed in yesterday’s despatches the
Canadians, at last report, were en-
gaged in hard fighting around Avion,
showing on the map, a suburb of
I.ens. Important progress has been
made. It would appear from a study
of the various reports received dur-
ing the past few~days that the mere
occupation of the Lens is not the
primary objeet in that sector, the
hope of the British Commanders be-.
ing to cut off a large number of the

Germans holding the town.

Sinking of

Russian Socialists are
Greatly Agitated QOver the

Vessel by Sub

By Courier Leased Wire.

London, April 24.—Despatches
from Petrograd to-day state that the
Russian Socialists are greatly excited
over the sinking by a German sub-
marine of the Steamer Sara, which
was taking home a number of Russ-
ian refugees.

The Sara saiied on April 11 and
was torpedoed in northern waters
itwo days later.

Among those on board the Sara
were Peter Karpovich, leader of the

progressive movement among the

istudents in Petrograd University,
| who lost his life, and M. Jensen,

lizpoff, Russian minister of public
instructicn. He escaped from pri-
son and in 1913 made his way to
London.

The official organ of the Counecil
of Labor Deputies in Petrograd,
commenting on the sinking of Zara,
says:

“This heavy blow right at the
heart of the Russian revolution,
cannot pass without its effect. The
revolutionary democracy must reply
with a blow at the center from which
the torpedo was sent. The Demoecracy

i must regard the murder of its lead-

ers as proof that the rulers of Ger-

e il AT s

Leased Wire. crew. They probably have been

sent to the interior fortification un- {leader of the Lettish Social Demo-|many are base hypocrites and that

jcratic Committee in London. KXar-|their promises not to harm the
povich was sentenced to Siberia in{cause of Russian liberty are empty
1901 for the shooting of M. Bog0<‘\\'ords.”

BITTEREST FIGHTING
ON THE WOTAN LINE

| British Have Driven Two Wedges Into German Positions
—~Germany Militarizes Munition Factories

April 24.—A special
Me Herald from New- |der secret guard. S
Va., last night, says: The story of the cuptu.ro of the
an submarine, the U-36,|U-26 came out hmwn. to-night when
t in a net near Newport |officers of a battleship came ashore
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A large delegation left this morn-
- o lved | ing by special coach on the 9.30 G.
' ”ml'[f!,l‘f:‘m{mr:‘:l,}-“1\& Y1 7.7R. train for Toronto in m'd(;rugo
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undersea craft sur district. Others left on the earlier . What apparently is the bitterest | ant switch line which is depended up-
train, and there will be an excellent e : : : fighting of the present Anglo-French | on by the Germans a8 the connecting
showing. J ; 3 $ offensxve_ 1s raging to-day along the| link between their lines north of St.
The party included Mr. W. F. : % ; T : Wotan line. - _ | Quentin and south of Lille. 'This is
Cockshutt, M.P., Mayor Bowlby The British have driven two wedg- | the - switch toward which the Ger-
it alderwen. Warden -Rose and es into the G'erman,'posmons,.form-[ mans are falling back slowly, but
Gounts Coumtiors, County ™ Clrk : e S et B, e aeiie o sy et ot e Sy
e Watts, Mr. W. 8. Brewster, K. C., . " COCKSHU : 7 QN ? : rth of the|the top of the original Hindenbur,
17 T g C‘huirman Waterous and members of | Second in Command of the 215th H eV, - 1\51'?1 e s “ o BanPme'C§mbTm e heaq Oii Artat G Gt S e ogf
W e ather Bulletln the Board of Trade, members of the| Battalion. onorary_ Colonel and organizer of Officer commanding the 215th Bat-| the first salient has been thrust with- | Arras toward Queant,
- April 24.|Motor League, the Mayor of Inger- the 215th Battalion. ¢ talion ¢in four miles of Vitrey, the most | The fighting which began at dawn
oronto, A} o sad ioony Gthers. Mr. Brewster important point on the Wotan line,| yesterday beyond Arras, increased in
; : s but the tenacity and power with|intensity late in the afternoon and
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