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Grear Wesierx Rarnway.—Trafli¢ for week
ending September 3, 1869.

36,502 19
32,007 87

1,875 92

Passengers b i
I} o cove oo.0000 5
Mails and Sundries. .......

:} Total l:mw'i]ds for week . $71.285 98
%" Coresponding week, 1868,.. 85,682 91
Dectease ............ 814,396 93

Erie RaiLway.—From a statement signed by
she President of the ErieCompany, it appears that
the nominal par value of the outstanding obliga-
tions of the Company is as follows :—

Mortgage debt $£23 397,300

l'l’f{rl'l’ml stock 8,536,910

Common Stock 70,000,000

{
Grand total £101,984,210

Ranwway 1o Brrvee.—A lln'plltx!f-vﬁ, eonsist-
ing of Messrsl J. G. Wotts, Jno. Gardan, and
Geo. Laidlaw, wert to Walkerton last week to
attend a special meeting of the Bruce County
"l){lnl"l}, called to consider the exX 'Ill‘l."}' of sub-
mitting a by-law to the rate-payers of the county,
mllfillg a bonus of $250,000 to the \\'n'“lu‘,:tnn.
Grey and Bruce Kailway. A ddputation from

{
% Hamilten was also “present, consisting” of Mr.
 Pnomas White, Adam Brown, Donald Robertson,

«R. B Reekie,  J. Ferrier, — Burton, Geo. Lowe

2eid, of ‘the Great Western 11.|U\:..|.\', and’ several
others. Lengtiy speeches were made by the re-
spective delegations, after whick ‘it was moved
that a by-law granting a bonus of $230,000 to the
Wellington, Grey and Bruce Railway Company
be submitted to the people. An amendment was
moved, to the effect that no by-law, granting a
bonus to either company be submitted until a
railway line touclied the borders of the eounty.
Another amendment was moved, to the effect that
a by-law asking a bonus of $300,000 to the T. G.
and Bruce Company s#®uld be submitted simul-
taneously with the W. G. and Bruce by-law,
The original motion was carried on a division by a
vote of 15 to 9. The Toronto Company are, con-
fident of defeating the by-law when it is sulynit-
mitted to the people.

IsurrovemesTs ox THE N. & C. Rannway. —
Durinj; the past season extensive repairs have been
made in the railway. 20,000 new sleepers have
beén laid, also 150 tons of new rails and $2,000
wortn of steel joints. Twelve new platform cars
have been built and extensive repairs made on
some of the engines.—8¢. Stephen Conrier.

Heavy Rans.—The railway from London to
Jrighton is to Jave steel mils ovdr one hundred
pouils to the yard, so as to have a head of the
width of the tread of the wheels, and to distribute
the weight of thie rvaing stock so as to obtain
the present weight per wheel, and thius peeserve the
way.

~The building of the Quebee and Gosford rail-
way is being pushed forward with great rapidity
by the contractors.

The contract for the construction of the Whit-
by and Port Perry railway has been signed by the
directors. The 29th has been selected for formally
turning the first sod.

~—The ecity of Hamilton is about to pay the
Wellington, Grey and Bruee Railway $13,304,
being equivalent to the proeceds of 178 <hares of
thie city stock, for which the city is to receive 151
shares of the v:l]-il.l' stock of the W., G. & B.
Railway.

A vote was takén in the township of Reach,
a few days since, on a by-law giving authority to
the Whitby and Port Perry Railway Company to
use on their main line, . the sum of - 10,000, voted
by that towuship for the construction of the Ux-
bridge branch, The result of the v tinz was, 192

for the by-law and 326 against; majority against
the by-law 134 votes.
—_———
NARROW GAUGE.

A few days ago the Great Westérn Railway
Company ‘of England completed the work of
¢hanging the bread guage railg hitherto used upon
its line to the narrow gauge, four feet cight and a
half inches, and now all of the railways in Eng-
land, Wales and Scotland, are of this latter guage.
Thie Great Western has used the broad guage for
twenty years, and has lost.money by it all the
fime. . The road was constructed by ome of the
greatést of engineers—Mr. Brumel; but it was
built, as he was fond of Imilding everything, ‘‘re-
gardless of - expense.” He ' knew that, a broad
muage reguired more land  for the track, wider
hri-lgm, wider tunnels, breader embankments and
viaduets, heavier sleepers, chairs and rails, and a
greater expenditure of fuel; but it was his fancy
to have a L!‘n:lul guage, and he had it. It appears
that the marrow guage of four feet eight and a
half inches was adopted originally by George
Stephenson, not upon any scientific pring i{'lc-, but
because it was the ordinary width of the coal
tramway tracks in use in the north of England.
Brunel’s wide guage, on the contrary, was the
result of certain deep scientific theories; but after
twenty _\'mrx' r\ln'l'ix nee the scientific guage has
been discarded for the aceidental one. In 1844 a
Royal Commission investigated the suhject of a
uniformity of guage for railways, and in 1846 it
was decided that all roads subsequently construct-
ed should be of the narrow guage.. In France,
Germany, Belgium and Italy, the 4 feet 8§ inch
guage has been universally adopted. ~In Ireland,
however, wliere everything is done on a principle
of its own, the guage is 5 feet 3 inches.

Tue Parexr Laws.—In the House of Com-
mons, on the 2nd of August, Mr. Macfie asked if
there was any truth "ku the report that the Gov-
ernfment intended to introduce a bill upon this
subject next session. Mr Bright: 1 believe every
member of the Government agrees with my hon-
orable friend that soule comsiderable «'lx'm}_;-', at
any rate, is necessary to be made in the patent
laws. I am not sure how many, or whéther any,
are of opinion that there ought not to be any pa-
tent laws atall.: But netwithstanding their agree-
ment as to the desirableness of *some alteration,
it would be very imprudent, I think, for me to
pledge the Government to bring in a measure of
this nature when there is s9 great a difference of
opinion upon it, and when it seems impossible for
any two men. to agree as to the change that should
be made. At the same time, if we come to n (ues-
tion of a committee or of a epmmission,” we are in
the same difficulty, as we wére at a loss to know
whether the enquiry should be made as to what
amendment should take l-lnu: in the law, or whe-
ther there should be any patent system at all. 1
can only conclude by saying that, admitting with
the member for Leith thdt the question 1s one
which l’mllli!-~ to be attended to whenever there
is time to attend to it, I am quite unable to say
that the Government will bring in a bill next ses-
sion. If my Ronorable frienid wete to propose a
committee df this House it would be a very reason-
able propesition, to which the members of the
Government and this House, would probably agree.
Mr. Maefie then gave notice' that if the Goyern-
ment - did not bring in a bill, he would briug the
gul‘i,-.( before the House next se \\i»l;, with a view
to the appointment of a committee or royal com-
nmission,

InsoLyExTS. —The following insolvents are
gazetted: —Al. Terryberry, St. Catherines: E..G.
l'.xl!t'l‘\‘un, do.; E. W. Redpedd, do.; James Jack-
son, Newcastle; John Lagan, Brantford: James
N. Tree, 8taubitdge; John Reid, Montreal: Henry
Morrow, Siratford: Jawmes Woodeate, B ||-':--|'|[;
John Kee, Blanchard; W, R, Mathewson, W hitby;
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James Sholdice, St. Marys; Joseph Upton, Sim-
coe; Bepjamin M. Winter; Mitchell; D. T. Bailey,
8(1‘.\“«!&1

L‘ —At a Tate meeting of the Halifax Chamber of

Commerce a circular was read from the Spanish
Consul, announcing a contemplated revision of
the tariff of Cuba, and requesting suggestions
from the various Chambers of Commerce that
would in their opinion tend to foster direct trade
between Cuba afid British North America

—The Anglo-American and Atlantic Telegraph
Company, have agreed to reduce the tariff by their
cables to 30s, for a message of ten words or less,
and 3s. for every other werd: in addition ; press
messages to be transmitted at hall these rates.
The French Company charge for a message of
similar length 32s., or 8s. 3. a single word.

~—The London Times, of Aug. 25th, veferring
to the condition of the Bri(i.\t Colonies, says:
Canada is in all respects independent, and she is
fitted to become so. She has institutions of great
power, and it.is a fair subject of inquiry whether
she might not assume her appropriate position.

~A telegram, dated Hong Kong, July 21st,
gives the total export of tea since the opening of
the season as 33,250,000 pounds, the export to the
same time lost year being 56,000,000 pounds.
Although the filling off this year is considerable,
it does not creale the slightest uneasiness, but on
the contrary, is regarded with satisfaction, as in-
dicating a healthier state of things.

—At a meeting of the stockholders of the
““ Sandwich Petroleum Oil Company;” the follow-
ing gentlemen were elected directors for the cur-
rent year :—J. P. Clark, Thos. H. Wright, Chas.
Baby, J. B. Gauthier, Chas. Gauthier, Capt. Ralph,
Capt. Degaw, Chas. Clark and F. J. Cross,

- B‘i'\’t'll(.\"ﬁ\’n' cargoes uf 11»;|] were q'\!mrh-d
from Cape Breton, between the 1st July, 1869, and
the 28th August, principally to the United States,

—We hear good accounts from the Labrador
fisheries. The catch all along the coast is said to
be unprec edentedly large.

—Twenty car loads of butter recently went
through Cheyenne for California™the contract for
which was made over the Atlantic cable by a firm
in Liverpool with a firm in Chicago at twenty-
seven cents ]n-r pound. The butter is eonsigned
to English houses in Hong Koung, Pekin and
Canton,

—Thé use of refrigerator cars for transportin
fresh meat and other perishable articles of fo(,ﬁ
from the West to Eastern markets is rapidly ex-
tending. The head and frout of the movement
is in Detroit, Michigan, where the extensive
manufacture of the cars is being carried on. The
magnitude cf the enterprise may be estimated
from the fact that forty-four of these cars have
already been contracted for, at a cost of about
$2,000 each. They dre about the size of the
ordinary car, and are intended to carry about
18,000 pounds of meat and three tons of ice. The
weight of the non-gunducting materigl—hair felt—
i the sides of each car is one thousand six hun-
dred pounds.

INSURABLE INTEREST. —Grevemeyer being the
owner of a mill property, took out on it, in 1864
a policy of insurance; in 1868 hLe sold the pn-:
mises covered by the insurance, taking a bond and
wartant of attorney to confess Judgement thereon
for the unpaid purchase money, which was duly
enteted up; the mill, &e., was subsequently burned -
the insurance company had no notice of the tran-
saction.

Held by the Sup. Court of Penn., that the
indgment of Grevemeyer, although it was to
secure the payment of the purchase-money then
yet unpaid, did not place him in a position ana-
logous to that of a mortgagee, and that as he re-
tained mo insurable interest in the premises he
was not entitled to recover on the volicy of insu-
rance. —(revemeyer vs. Southern ,l}ut:m( Fire Ins
Co., of FPenn, * ’
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