,,

" 4 b s g Ny ey S A S
B e S Sy W i
el i e il o b o o A o e A A .

g i e e & it B War v S AT =3 F Ty 7 £ - 2
A% - o, G oy X ha P s b e A e
& - PPN 4 o T . ) - . S oy ' % >
2 ity et R b Al o Ve S 3 s .
o Sm————- S S S~ ——S———— i
s e A ——— - . L A O O

e S S T U —" "

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA "MONTHLY

—

It 'may be alleged, of course, that if the members of the churches were

fully awake—that if we had more active and practical Christianity there

would be less need for such institutions as the Y. M. C. A., as the work it
undertakes would be overtaken by the churches or congregations individually,
as is already done in some cases. : ‘

At the risk of making an unpopular criticism of all concerned in
organizing the June campaign, we must question the wisdo_m of the procedure
whereby any executive or individual person says: “I'll give so much if you

- get or give so much.” If the object is worthy, individual executives, like
_individual persons, should give according to their inclination and ability—

and leave others to do the same. Sometimes it seems as if nothing can be
done in the West without “boosting” and “booming” and fuss and excite-
ment and mutual financial challenging. : :

Ibsen’s “All or nothing” phrase is a good one, but ordinary men—
who have learned the limitations of humanity and the fallibility of human
nature—need to be careful about how they apply it. Surely it was a
mistake to arrange for all the effort and work that were put into that
campaign and at the same time make it a condition of subscription that
if $450,000 were not subscribed the hundreds of thousands promised short
of that sum should not be collectable. In that connection some one — or
more—blundered.

Nor was the organization of “business men” what it might have been.

- That churchmen should be called from their pews on a Sunday in the midst

of the campaign to consider the question of individual churches contributing
“$100 for a brass plate,” even to so excellent an institution as the Y.M.C.A.,
was hardly excusable, and still less so was any call on that day for men
to join the campaign forces. - Some men seem to think that all they have

to do is to begin making a noise or publishing (repeatedly) a list of a few

?utstar}ding contributors, and rich and poor alike will vie with each other
in addlng to the list and committing themselves—sometimes to more than
they can honestly pay! Many men want to “be just before they are

_ generous,” and in the past there has been too much competition in contribu-

tions—that did not get beyond the published lists.

If Vancouver is to have any more campaigns of this kind we suggest
that organizations cease to mortgage the future, and if lists must be
published to stimulate giving, it would be better to publish only the sums
actually .paid. That the business of the world is built on faith, and that
we must all exe?cise faith daily and hourly, is a truism; but the exercise

‘of such “faith” in an unreasonable or disproportionate way leads not merely

to “stratagems and spoils,” but to bankruptcies and deaths.

- Let each man do his part according to his conscience and capacity.
If men who have money want to demonstrate that they have it and know
how to use it, let them give what they can—or care--—without practically
challenging others, who may not have had their inclinations, opportunities
—or temptations—to make money, to do as they do.

: V\.’h.atever may be suggested otherwise—or with regard to executives
or individual persons at a distance—we suggest that all in Vancouver who

committed themselves by card to contribute to the fund for the redemption
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