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er succecd as you ought un- | ministers, settle this, and keep it before your

!Ulter the grand thoughts that God has given |anxious for the souls of men, be desires the | shall speak to him. If you will allow me, I will secretin his own bosom. but he cannot suc- pulpit. you r
Louse to house. In that | thoughts. All the pood which you could pos-

The tollowing is the sermon preached by the x him, the ** thoughts that breathe in words that Wwerk of the ministry, and he at omce decides | here speak for a moment of myself. The pride ceed. It will irradiate trom his eyes; it will less vou vi . .

Rev. Bishop gimpmﬁ boforeplhe Wesl)eyan{bum ;" but if God has given him this poetic upon entering that particular course. But the | of a father's care in early infancy, trained by a sound on the intonations of his voice; it will great moral wartare'ia which we are eng red | sibly ‘l"‘ by being wholly consecrated to God,
Conference assembled at Burslem, on Monday, | soul it is that be may raise the world nearer to ‘ extraordinary call is when a man bas a convic- | widowed mother, I grew to a young man's come out in his gestures; it will breathe in his we have not always to stand bebind the army ! and which you fail to do now because you fail
balls, there comes a | of entering wto those high and boly relations,

Aug. 1, 1870:

stinguished M‘ at
LoRsiMClIon ang
) Pliuaged ang
lis grear simplj
v tcommend jg

N NI
ving DI _.‘_::3.130
nd, with Marhle Slah ggs
nd Drawer, $3¢
£ ] i -
x quilting Ruage,

Heligions and Chg

mimer

WMAN %2 CO

UFACTURBRs
forr ;

Wi, Uvnade

N

W. M. ORR,

bl

PRIIA

u.’,lxluﬁlb
PTED TO

v TRACHING :

b RACING

nalogies, Legends.
).ems, etaphors,
pgories, Proverbs,
, Historie

iND

-~
e

—
e

Auecdoter, cte.
BY

i ! ]_' 1ITDD
LON FuUSTER.
Tto¥ BY REV STEPHEN H.
NG, D VL
t teaching, one illustration iy
ecuons."—L . PaxtonHoob.
ner wus wise, he still taught
veoa, lis scught out and set
>, The Freacher sought w
rds "—EccLE8IASTICES xii

P

BALMER, Jz, & CO

I o.'s lutrodaciion:

pliigent wuthor of the re-'
New Usclopadia of Hluge
1me wih (he request for as
1s labo I hove examined
work wih adwiration and
ned that it weuld be cqually
giive o rend the whole with
bod the o norianity, It

wnd varwty of substance -

anpeent 1y distinguished
8 of d tul, snd & compact:
hing 10 ve desired

rs inevery branch
{1t e ¢ mpilier for the
u < si1.] which he
s Jd convepjonce,

) bis eopious foum-

yug it will be laved from
who come sfter him.
“weli” will tind that
sud theo bim'or the
¢ t.r (hom " w draw

kK (4 beeu to furnish o
v voniplete, thag the pros-
- ;VAaln for some spt
iovirb, or specdote with

i Te-s w0y subject he may

] ten: winch these ilias-
More than five

iy becn gucted § and
et dlos rations are
srature a: d science
vl oy ce undd imagination
tsoicy end basiory, le-
a:d metaphor, blend
tie enturcement of

¢r tr ¢ subject, but
For exam-
mpassion of

wa the pre-

1o, If e

r the sub-

i n, snd tiace

h witl lesd

s and seat:
nembered,

sis of theee

ant:-d t; more

: vst to bnog
T s afforde all

n In refer-

;o &d e item desir-
wise mig oet be foand
aze. Inusiag this work,

1. labor of iraps-

Crcloredia o

¢ reach of the mas
's thig, the best
vencss.hed to be
: iype secured.
ried Inatter 8 six

I  cxentssud utilizes
' psoy go huot

3 o througth volame
te illustrative

g lor goid or dism
sl:@ila Or Lvo;u.)n‘dl-
Louse, end invites
nmu royal octavo

bound in eXtrs

rury leather 86
Book Room, 174
ccial arrspge-

mister of sny Ae-

s« biscount of 29 pef

Vo :JlJ‘i'»‘l’Al\'
TES
eo of K. 8. Amoriess

)

AL.FA Moo
1:
3 K
e ac x 0 )
-
er, 1kt inawrtion gv.80
3 v
aad o.v/
fourth of ths esove fat €2
ed will be contioue
€ ac 4
o sdvertiscn.cuts o ¢ 8

every fealifty (of execdriBs
ve@p, end Jiow WORE otel
4 despatck o3 reasocabi®

attention ot his hearers to the following text :—

** But none of these things move me, neither | young !

count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might
finish my course with joy, and the ministry which
1 have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the
gespel of the grace of God."—Acts. xx. 24.
He then said : The selection of these words
rests chiefly upon the fact that 1 am about to
address the members of the Conference. Ihave

Is there that strange fascination of
song which God gives to some of us?
that power be cultivated to its highest extent,
for that 1s the talent which God gives, but be-
ware lest that voice should ever be of syren in-
fluence to lead downward to degradation, in- | lects.

| stead of leading upwards to association with| And now it may be that some of my younger

Let

desired to say afew things that possibly may be | the saints in light. And so with all the powers | brethren in the ministry may have had doubts
of some interest to my younger brethren in the | that God gives us. He marks for us our path- | thrown over this; and they have been asktng,

ministry ; and yet there may be possibly some | Way, and He reqaires us to walk in it.

But the next consideration is that in pursu-
ing this course we should pursue it joyfully.
The Apostle desired to ** finish his course with

suggestions that may be ot profit even to mem-
bers of the Church in her various relationships,
and I ask that you will pray that Ged would
direct me 80 in the administration of his Word
that each may receive a portion in due season.

The subject presented to our view is that of a
Christian, and a Christian minister, facing the
most fearful afflictions and the most terrible
conflicts with the consciousness of their being on
his part undeserved. The great Apostle of
the Gentiles had almost finished his ministerial
career. He had visited diflerent parts of Asia
Minor and of Greece, he had passed through
fearful conflicts at various points, and he now
telt a heart yearning togo up once more to
Jerusalem, and after that to proceed to Rome.
But, as he was leaving Macedonia forJerusalem,
there came indications to him everywhere that

One thing which marks not only humanity in
general, but in many instances the members ot
the Christian Church, is the spirit ot complain-
ing and repining. Instead of doing the work
that devolves upon us, we are wishing to fill
the place of some other one.
some one has a smoother path, he has fewer
sorrows ; and we waste our strength in mur-
muring and wishing that we stood in the place
My friends, we do not
know the sorrows of others. We know our
own heart-sorrows, but let me assure you that
in the palaces of the great there are anxieties
as well as in the cottages ot the poor.
there were afflictions awaiting him. The Spirit | enter the halls where peace and plenty smile,

We imagine that

of some other one.

Wherein consists this call to the ministry, and
how shall we know that we do receive a minis-
try of the Lord Jesus Christ? I believe that
this is a very important inquiry—and unless it
be very clearly determined in the mind we never
can bave that power in the ministry which we
ought to possess. 1f a man is not sure that God
calls him be will go to his work beaitatingly,
but if he goes with a coavtction that God bas
sent him—that he must go—that he must speak
to the people, whether they will hear, or whe-
ther they will forbear—then he will be likely to
speak °* with the demonstration of the Spirit
and with power."”

What, then, are the marks of this call to the
ministry ?

I answer: I think there is no one single mark
sufficient of itself to determine the inquiring
mind ; but as in nature God gives correspon-
dences by the union of which we come to clear

testified of bonds and of imprisonment. = The | there is oftentimes discord ; and oftentimes the conclusions, o I think also in the spiritual

brethren became exceedingly anxious respecting | brow that scems to swile conceals a heart that
bim. In one place before he reached Jerusalem | aches.

world there are certain correspondences by an

I am inclined to think that there is no| ©Xamination of which we may ascertain the

a prophet took off bis girdle from bim, and|one of us, whatever may be bis position in life, ""‘h_' For instance, we find a kind‘of trin.it'y
binding bis owa bands and fcet, said, ** Thus that has not at times a cup as full of sorrow as | TUPINE all through nature. There is the visi-

ssith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at|beis able to bear.

It scems to be necessary

ble object ; there is the light as the medium;

Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, | that bumanity should be tried. We must feel “d there “ the eye that God has fitted to re-
and shall deliver him into the hauds of the Gen- | distrust ot ourselves that we may trust in God. | ®®!V® that light. By these three things I discern
tiles,” and the disciples who were accompanying | We muat feel that there is no abiding joy on outward nature. Ag;i'n: There is the body |quent and famous ministers. May not the young
Paul wept and besought him not to go up to Je- | ¢arth, that we may look for joy in heaven. d'ut may vibrate ; the air that may _bear that | man have an ambition to be like them ? There
rusalem. Now the Apostla was possessed of the | 70d causes us 5o to be tried that we shall let vibration ; and the ear that may receive the vi-|is the thought of popular applause. He may

tenderest sympathies that belong to the most
refined humanity, and yet he had an unbending | ©U"

will whenever he felt a sense of duty upon him ; looking to a father's guiding care.

“be said, ‘“ What mean ye to weep and to break

mine heart ? for I am ready not to be bound only, | frequently along life's pathway, it is still pos-

ce in the .

but also to die at Jerusalem for the name ot the | ¥ible to be joyful in the midst of them all. We sl ool :
should be joyful when we consider that we have | 32 individual's heart that he is called of God— | man of business, having the control of some

no more trials to encounter than what are need- viz., that of ** conviction,"” there must be as the | great factory, and having his ships at sca ; fame

Lord Jesus.”

Such is the picture presented to us here.
When he reached Miletus he sent for the elders
of the Ephesian Church, in which he bad lab-
oured for three years, and where he had seen
the wonderful triumphs of the Gospel, and
kaowing that he would probably see them no
more, when he met them here, he recounted to
them his manner of life—told them of the
character of his ministry, and prophesied of
the afflictions that awaited him. ** Behold,”
said he, *“ I go bound in the spirit unto Jeru-
salem, not knowing the things that shall befall
me there ; save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth
in every city, saying that bonds and afilictions
sbide me. But none of these things move me,
neither count I my life dear unto myself, so
that I might finish my course with joy, and the
ministry which I have received of the Lord|?
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of
God.”

ful for us. This it is difficult for us sometimes
to think, and still more difficult for us to feel g :
but as a father would never lay upon his son | 7% himself is well qualified to lead others |afier these things; and then the suggestion
a heavier burden than that son is able to bear, !Julher. Ouly he who has bowed his own heart | came: ** You must go and preach the Gos-
80 God never lays upon any of us any sorrows
apart from what He sees can be made to culture u'acccsafully to call others to the blessed Sa-|seemed like a blight upon his prospects, an
our spirits and to prepare us for a_higher viour. A"d,ye”'m 0P e, WNtE some- | abandoning of the world, a changing of the
triumph in glory. The deeper we go in the umf”,' sipecially whetw cas hes .h.d Chr?ll}m whole course of life which be had marked out
valley, the higher God intends to raise us to- | ¥4i0ing. and been brought up in a Christian | for himself. Now when this is the case, it evi-
ward the mountain top. If in the low vale ot
the Kedron we pass through the agonies of
Gethsemane, it is that we may go to the sum-
mit of Jlivet and from thence ascend upward
God intends as He sinks us in
sorrow to raise us in joy, and it is our privilege
to rejoice evermore, and to know that all these
orrows ar¢ but blessings in another form.
When a diamond is put into the lathe, it might ! . s
(if it were conscious) complain, but when its | ® usual thing, but I have found instances of it. 1| God, the presumption then is that it comes from

rough edges are cut, and from every angle and

A conviction in our own hearts ; a call from the

companiment of fruit to our ministry.
Now as to the first element of persuasion in

basis of that conviction a clear Christian ex-
perience.  Only the man who has been at the

in obedience to the voice of Christ is likely

bousehold, under Christian influences, I am not
certain whether there is not sometimes resting
upon the mind a conviction that the ministry is
likely to be our pathway in life if we give our
hearts to God. And I think sometimes that
young men besitate about entering into a clear
Christian experience because of that. They
withhold themselves from God lest they might
be called to go out into the ministry. This is not

have known young men to cross mountains and

that I thought God had called me to the work
of the ministry ; a tear stole down bher cheek,
8 heavenly smile came upon ber face, and she
said, ‘* My son, I have been expecting this ever

had never uttered a thought of it. I bad mo
conception of it. But she told me then that

minister of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Oh ! parents, give your children to God.

The young man who is alled to the ministry
may bave a suggestion thrown suddenly into his
mind that be is called to preach, or it may be a
conviction that shall spring gradually ; but whe-
ther it comes suddenly or springs up gradually
in his mind, it takes this form: He feels that he
must talk to his fellowmen about the salvation
of their souls, And yet difficulties are in the
way. ‘The pressure becomes heavier upon him.
Sometimes he finds himself walking in the fields
and wringing his hands, sometimes sleep will
depart from his eyelids, and he will feel a pres-
sure on his heart, and that pressure will increase
until he either gives himself up to the ministry
of the Word. or he trangresses God's will and
and thrusts himself out amidst the pleasures and
folies of the world. But when this conviction
springs up the young man asks himself, How
shall I know that this conviction is not one of
my impulses? We bhave many impulses. There
is the thought of fame. There have been elo-

80 to a great oxtent of earthly things, and raise 'b"“i“' So in relation to this call to the min- | think that itis a pleasant calling in life. How
hands to heaven as helpless childhood in | 8¢5 God gives a threefold testimony—viz. : | shall he know that this impulse is from God.

I answer: One test is, if that which springs

But while we have these sorrows meeting us Church of the living God ; and the divine ac- |up in his own heart be from God, it comes not

in accordance with his previous plan. He had
intended to be an attorney, or a physician, or a

and honor danced before him ; he had his plans
marked out in life, and his nature was going out

pel!” It came like a shadow over his life; it

dently comes not of the man himselt ; it does
not spring up in accordance with his views: it
is not in barmoay with his prayers ; it is in op-
position to himselt ; it 1s contrary to his wishes
aud desires ; and herein is one test. It comes
not of himself; it must come, therefore from
sogpe other source.

Another test is this: If this conviction be
strong, and it leads him to be more devoted to

God. If the nearer he draws to the world the

The ﬁl"l)t thought th:'lt s‘uggcsts it.!t:u.ol.l this every part there sparkles out the glorious ce- oceans with this feeling on their heart, that | weaker becomes his conviction, but the nearer
passage is that there is for every Christian afy. ..o\ light, had it a voice, it would then utter God designed them for the ministry (for the|he draws to God the stronger becomes his con-

pathway marked out by Divine Providence.

its thanks for that which gave it such power to

Spirit was working on their hearts), but they

The Apostle speaks here of bis ** course.” ‘He| 00 1t is g0 with us. On earth we need|bsd no wish to enter into it; neverthelers,

desired to ** finish” his ** course with joy;" in-

dicating that as in the racecourse where men|,

polishing—many of us; we must be put into
be lathe; severe afflictions are necessary for

wherever they went God has followed them
either with blessing or judgment, until He has

viction, the probability is that this call comes
from God.

There is a third test. The way seems to be
exceedingly difficult. It is one of the divine

enter there is a pnth.way in which ‘they must| . Lo be brought down to the chamber | bowed their hearts into obedience to .hil will. | modes ot operation to lead his people where it
keep—the oourse w!“‘:h they must traverse F)c- and placed in the valley of death. God knows But this is not usually the case. Again: some-
fore the goal is gained, so there was for him, | =" = polishing we need, and when the times .God has put it into the hearts of pareats | them to the Red Sea, and with mountains on

and there is for every one of us, a path marked| = . . performed He will withbold his band. y 0
And again, you may think the pathway a the Word. I do not mean by this that it is [ seems impossihle, and yet it is only by going

out of God in which we are to walk. That
path is not a smooth and even path. Often-
times great obstacles, cares, and perplexities
await us; trials and afllictions abide us. Nj
one of us finds an open sea on which to sail,
and a calm sky over us; but storms and tem-
pests are around us, clouds are oftentimes

severe one ; you are walking by the side of the
marshes, and you hear the cry of wild beasts ; { t4ary, but I do think it is right of parents to of-
and yet, wh'n a hundred yearw are past, and
you stand yonder by the throne of glory, you
will see that that pathway was your nearest
pathway to glory—that that was the very path-

to set apart their children for the ministry of
right of parents to select ministers for the sanc-

fer their children to God. And I am inclined
to think that sometimes where God designs to
mark out a young man for the ministry, he may
sometimes incline father and mother in the very

above, dangers b‘f«"et R band, and way that was necessary for you to reach the first moments of the being of that child to offer
yet we are steadily to move on in the way| ., =~ o 4 oo Oh! tell me, could the Apostle him up on the altar to God. Time is nothing

which God has marked out for us.

speak to us to-day wonld he be sorry that he with God. Twenty or thirty years in advance

What may be the course of each individualis| h5d fought with men as with wild beasts at Ep- is nothing to Him. He sees what are his pur-
determined by the providential circumstances| hesus? No, he would rejoice and say that that | Poses, and He knows how suitably to combine
surrounding him. And wken we consider|yaq the way in which God led him. And when | them all.  Sometimes the case of Esther has
man's position on earth, we shall perbaps be|yoyur Kindred spirits get to the place where he occured to my mind. God saw that his people

surprised to notice how little is within the |5 you will see how all the way along s Father's
circle ot our choice. The great proportion of | hand hath led you, and you will be prepared to
things connected with us are determined of| .y He knew what was best for you.
God, and He has marked out beyond our con-| ¢yer said an unkind word against you but that

trol, beyond our power, the way in which we
must go. As Jesus said in that prayer touch-
ing his Apostles, ** As thou hast sent me into
the world, even so also hast thou sent them into
the world,” while spoken primarily of Chris-
tian munisters, yet there is a sense in which
that prayer is applicable to all Christians. We
are sent of God into the world ; human life is a
divine - mission ; each has his own ficld, each
bhis own responsibility ; but buman life is a
mission from God. Consider that the age in
which we live is not of our selection. The
land in which we are born is not of our choice.
The families in which we arise are selected of
God. Our physical strength and stature, our
mental powers, our tastes, our associations,
our opportunities of improvement, the words
we hear in childbood, the direction given to
our developing life, all these are not of our-
selves, and when we ask why they should be
such as they are, we can only answer, ‘‘ Even
s0, Father, for so it seemed good in thy
sight.”

And these circumstances hedge in as well as
mark out the course in which we are to move.
Not the same talents, not the same responsibi-
lities, are for any number of us, but each
Christian is to consider what God requires
him to do, and he is to feel that he is sent into
the world to perform a special work, for the
execution of which he is responsible to Al-
mighty God. 1 cannot enlarge on the pecu-
liarities and details of that work. If God has
given a man, for instance, the spirit of poetry
~if he has a sense of the beautiful—that some-

_ thing which touches all the springs of his na-
ture when he beholds the morning blushing in
the sky, and the stream like silver threads
coursing down the mountain side, and light
aud shadow following each other like pictures
of besuty, and his soul is touched; let him

were in danger ; that there would be an edict
for their destruction ; and now away yonder in
a distant province there is born a little girl in a
humble family, and when the parents look upon

unkind word was the best for you. God in-
tended you to be profited thereby, although
** for the present no chastening was joyous, but
grievous.” Then surely in these considerations
we may rejoice. Jesus went down into the val-
ley of bumiliation, but it was that we mignt as-
cend to the mountain-top of glory: He drank
the cup of sorrow that we might drink the cup
of joy ; and He who sorrowed more than other
men now says to those who through much tribu-
lations are advancing to the conquest of the
world, ** Rejoice evermore.” *‘And again I
say rejoice.” The Apostie determined that
whatever difficulties might lic in the way, he
would ** finish his course with joy.” It he were
to go into prison he would go singing praises
unto God ; if he were to die he would die rejoic-
ing. He sang ot glory and the Saviour’s love.
But the Apostle had no higher prtvilege of be-
ing joyful than you and I have. Thank God
we have the same Saviour,“_‘ we have the same
Holy Spirit, the same sanctifying power, and
the same hope of the same heaven.

The Apostle desired not only to finish his
course with joy, but ** the ministry which he re-
ceived of the Lord Jesus.” And this expres-
sion intimates that the walk of the ministry dif-
fers from the ordinary walks of life. A man
may select a profession as an attorney, a physi-
cian, a farmer, a man of commerce, beirg guid-
ed only by the providential indications that are
around him. But before a man can enter the
ministry he must not only have those ordinary
providential indications, he must have the con-
sciousness that he receives it of the Lord Jesus.
Dr. Chalmers, when speaking of the call to the
ministry, says that it involves two departments
there is the ordinary call, and the extraordin-
ary call, He makes the ordinary call to corres-
pond with terms on which a man would select

for himself any other occupation ; the maa feels

the girl they see that she is unusually lovely;
she has a face of faultless beauty, a form of
faultless symmetry. They simply love her as
their beautiful child, and they fancy that she
has been given to them simply as a blessing.
Little did they think that twenty years or so
should pass, and that the face, the complexion,
the features, the form of that little girl were
designed of God to change the tace of a whole
province ; that God intended to save a whole
people by simply the colour of the skin, and the
features that He gave to that little girl.
it was so. God was preparing the agency, and
in due time he caused the instruments to oper-
ate. So oftentimes in the ministry. God
works in the bearts of parents to consecrate
their little ones to Christ.
heart of those little ones in early youth, and
the faith that dwelt in the grand-mother Lois
and the mother Eunice springs up in young
Timothy, and * from a child he knows the
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make him
wise unto salvation.”
parents who are afraid to give their children to
the Lord ; afraid that their sons may be minis-
ters or missionaries ; atraid that their children
may be called into the service of God; and,
alas! alas! I have known parents who bave
turned away the hearts of childhood from holy
things, and bave beeu the means of giving their
children to a drunkard’s grave and a drunkard's
hell, rather than give them to the ministry of
the Word. And yetif there be parents who
design their children—who ask God to honour
them by giving them children for the ministry,let
me say to you, If the thought is in your heart,
never tell the little boy of it. Keep it to your-
self. Pray for him, train him, give him facili-
ties for education ; but let him not for one mo-
ment fancy that you have such a thought in
your beart. It will be time encugh whea God

God works on the

And yet there are

seems impossible for them to go. He leads
either haad he tells them to go forward. It

torward that they can get to the mountain of
God. He leads them into the wilderness in
which there appears no means of sustenance,
and yet bread is given to them, and their water
is sure. So it often is when God calls a man
to the work of the ministry. The young man
feels that it is impossible for him to preach.
How can he? He pleads with God as Moses
did. *‘I cannot preach. I have no power to
preach.” The man feels his helplessness, and
yet he feels it in his heart to go and preach
God's Word. The man says, ** Lord, I am not
eloquent, neither heretofore nor since thou hast
spoken to thy servant. I am slow of speech,
and of a slow tongue. Let this man preagh.”
But the voice comes, ‘‘ What is that to thee,
follow thou me.” The voice still souads to go,
but how can he go? How can he leave an aged
father ? How can he bid farewell to an aged
mother? Yet the voice says go forward. It
is in the midst of these difficulties that God is
bonored by his stepping forward into the edge
of the sea; then it is that he sees the waters
divided before him, and he is led onward, until
by-and-bye he crosses the Jordan, and gains
the promised land. So much forthe convic-
tions of the young man.

But now, if there be a young man here who
has not entered the ministry, but who has these
throbbings of heart, he may be ready to ask me
this morning, What shall I do? I answer,
Keep it to yourself. Tell the secret tono one. Do
not ask the Church to give you license, nor go
after men begging them to put you into the
pulpit that you may preach. As long as God
peaks to your heart privately, let your heart,
speak back privately to God. *‘ Say, ** Speak
Lord, for thy servant heareth.” But com-
mence training, get ready for your work, meet
classes, lead prayer-meetings, go out into ca-
bins, visit the sick, do works of mercy ; prepare
yourself for the work—read, study, develop.
think, and so prepare yourself for the great
work which lies before you ; but kcep the secret
in your own bosom. Don’t be anxious about it.

than to put himself forward.

since you were born " And yet that mother

If God is to call you, He will speak to bhis
Church about you. I never knew a maa who
was anxious to preach and troubled the Church
to get a license to preach but I felt a conviction | yet, in our topics, in our modes of address we
that God bad not called him. If a man have | must consider the circumstances of the audience
all the ability of a Saul of Tarsus he will, if|and the positioa in which they stand with re-
truly called of God, seek rather to hide himself | spect to the evils that surround them. Many

This leads me to the second element of the -uitedtotbe.congregm.on. L

call—the voice of the Church. When God de-| Not only is there this public ministration.
igns a young man for the ministry, wherever .
:‘"-yu.mwmmmhndmhmmzhmwbwyudﬁwww
Church. The young man msy try to keep the | bouse.” Whatever may be your power in the

i God, and woe to him that uses that poetic tal- ‘ tion that God lays upon him that specific duty, | years ** when it pleased God to reveal his Son spirit; it will sound out in his prayers ; and one and throw out our cannor
The Bishop asked the serious and prayerful | ent to taint the world with corruption, or to |and that, if he does not perform it, he will lose
throw a moral blight over the minds of the |his own soul. For myself I am free to say that
Has God given to the voice a power I knew nothiag of this ordinary call. 1 think
that the call to the ministry is at all times an
extraordinary call ; and I believe that that call
to the ministry is one without which no man
should enter the sacred desk, and which baving
received, he should beware how he neg-

in me.” I felt that [ must try to do something day, sooner or later, it may be just at the close
for a perishing world ; but how to leave a widow-
ed mother I knew not. The burden grew hea-
vier and beavier upon my soul, until on'y death
and ruin seemed to stare me in the face. A
moment came when I thought I must tell my
mother, although I thought it would break ber
heart. I told her one day with much trembling

ot a prayer-meeting, an old servant of Christ
will come to him and say, ** Brother, has not
God a work for you todo ?” He may be walk-
ing in the street, and some friend will come and
take him by the arm and say, ** Brother, I
thiok God has a work for you to do,” and oh!
sometimes it goes through bis soul like a sharp
arrow, aud he is ready to cry out, ** Oh, mine
enemy, hast thou found me out?” The Church
calls him—she recognises God's work in his

heart and the work God had for him to do. Now
when the Church opens the way, let him obedi- |

|

ently go forward, and if he is urged to preach,

! let him try in the aaae of God.

mistake. We need something that is unmistak-
able. When, then, you bave had the convic-
tion personally, and when in obedience to the

me ask does the tear run down the cheek, does
the sob break from the heart, does the stiff
knee bow, is the sinner awakened, is there a
voice, Men and brethren, what must we do to
be saved > Is there converting power ? Is the
Church built up? It so, then God sets to his
seal; you may know that you are called of God.
Talk of apostolical succession, I want to be in
the succession of the apostles—the glorious
succession that comes down from Jesus Christ,
but 'what the minister wants particularly is to
to have his diploma signed of God. I love the
schools of men, but give me as a minister the
hand-writing of God, and let me be” able to
point to my converts and say, ‘* Here are my
letters of commendation—they are living epis-
tles known and read of all men. Not until a
man has fruits of his ministry has he indisputa-
ble evidence that he is called of God. And
when he has this evidence I think be has no
need to fear. His call is clear. God lifts him
up in the sight of men, and sets him apart,
gives him a commission, and sends bim forth to
speak all the words of this life. Oh! what a po-
sition to occupy ! To be selected ot God to
preach the Gospel. Brethren, we may be poor,
we may have afflictions, and trials and sorrows
here, but I wonld not change places with the
President in his chair, or with the Queen upon
her throne. No, no. To be called of God to
preach the Gospel—to be placed as Christ's re-
presentative here upon earth, is the highest and
holiest calling of man upon earth.

And when one has received that ministry he
is to ** finish that ministry"—i. e., he is to be
careful to pertorm all the work of the ministry.
This work the Apostle intimates very beautiful-
ly in a few particulars which I #ish briefly to
sketch.

1. Personal example. He said to the elders
of the Ephesian Church, ** Ye know, frow the
first day I came into Asia, after what manner I
have been with you at all seasons, serviag the
Lord with all bumility of mind, and tempta-
tions which befel me by the lying in wait ot
the Jews; and how I kept back nothing that
was profitable unto you, but bave showed you
and have taught you publicly and from house
to house, testifying both to Jews and also to
the Greeks repentance toward God, and faith
towards our Lord Jesus Christ.” The minister
preaches by his own personal example, and
without this, preaching is of little moment. We
may have the tongue of angels, but it we have
not a holy life corresponding and testitying to
the Gospel that we preach, it will be of very
little moment. I am sorry to say that there are
some (I trust that there are none such here; 1
bave met with them elsewhere) of whom it is
said that ** when they are in the pulpit they
ought never to come out ; and whea they are out
of the pulpit they ought neverto go in."  Such
men are not like the great Apostle; they are
not performing the work of the ministry.

Now a Christian minister should be a joyous
man. He should have what Mr. Wesley calls
the cheertulness ot faith. He should be cheer-
ful because be has a knowledge of the Gospel :
cheerful because be feels that be is called of
God; cheerful because he goes and delivers a
joyous message everywhere. But at the same
time he should be an example to the people in
conversation, in purity, in charity, in megk-
ness, in holiness. We never shall be such
ministers as we ought to be without the spot-
less exsa ple of a holy life. Oh, how humble
we should be! ** Serving the Lord with all
bumility of mind,” patient and meek. Men
way contradict us; we should not be quick to
reply—not easily excitable ; we should let them
see that we have been with Jesus, that we have
his meek and lowly mind ; and we 'should be :0
earnest for the salvation of others wherever we
go that men will teel that it is not a professicn
merely, but that in the great deep of our heait
we have an unconquerable yearning to bring
every man and woman to Christ.

9. There is again in this ministry. public
ministration. ** Lkept back nothing that was
profitable unto you,” &c. The iminister must
prepare himself for the ministry : he must be a
studious man, a reading man ; he must be able
with all the helps he can get to point out the
way to the cross. He must study the diversity
of temperaments, he must think of the wants ol
each, and he must vary his preaching accord-
ing to circumstances. 1 don't think that the
same kind of preaching is suited for all coun-
tries and for all ages. There are great waves
ot public opinion—we must prepare for them,
watch them, and ‘ when the enemy would
come like a flood” we must be ready to co-
operate with the Spirit of the Lord in lifting up
a standard against him. We must study the
various phases of our Lord’s enemies. The
cnemies of to-day are not like the enemies en-
countered by our fathers. We bave different
enemies and foes to meet, and consequeatly,
while the great outlines of truth are the same,

an excellent sermon is lost because it is not

3. There is private pastoral visitation. ‘1

time when there s ah

» hand fight, when | all that will be sin upon you. Wiy not then

we must ineet men face to face; and if we are | scek this higher life? Why oot seck these

to succeed we must feel fur them. sympathise
’ |

grand results> Why oot dwell in the upper

with them, mingle with them, and whenever we | sanctuary ? 1 !pflk to you, | apeak to myself,

meet with the joung,

we must drop them a
word of encouragement. I know not how it is
with my vounger brethren, but my older breth
ren will say that whatever they may or may
not have accomplished by preaching, they have
never visited irom house to house, they bave
never sought to win young children to Christ,
without some cheering indications of success.
We fail in our mission it we fail in persoual
| application ; aed if we fail in our more publi

| ministrations, we must leara to ** teach from

my dying father and herself had consecrated moi And yet ia our own convictions we are liable  house to house.”
to God in the hope that I ‘might live to be a | to mistake, and the Church berself may make a| 4. The Apostie makes wention of another

{way. He says, ** Therefore watch, and re-
member that by the space of three years |
{ 3 3

L('ram‘d not to warn every one night and day

% [, . .
call of the Church you have tried to preach, let | with tears. Here iy constant preaching,
i" night and day.” Drethren, as ministers we

| must study, we must read, we must write for
prl('li\‘c and to gaw precision and accuracy ; a
varied ficld opens before us; and yet every A
thing should bend to the ministry of the Word,
we must bring cverything there, to the foot of
the Cross. We should mingle with all know-
ledge, we should learn languages as far as pos-
sible, and master the mysteries of science it we
may ; we should understand all the mysteries ol
mind as far as we can fathom it ; but remember
the whole object of our preparations is to win
souls for Christ—the moment we get out of
that, that moment we are walking upon dan-
gerous ground; but the wore we study with
the view of constantly bringing all our labours
to bear on this, the more we may count upon
the blessing of God. The Apostle ** ceased
not to warn every one night and day with
tears.” It is raid sometimes to be unmanly to
weep. It may be in view simply of dangers,
but it is not unmanly to weep for the souls o1
the perishing. And it is not unmanly to weep
when a dear friend lies upon the bed of death.
If any of you know what it is to bid farewell to
a son in the strength of his manhood, or to see
a lovely daughter tade away like the rose
touched with the unkindly frost, you surely
know what it is to weep. Thereis a sympathy
of bheart that will go out.  Dut it we weep for
dear ones whom God takes from us to carry
them to his. own home, we should weep for
souls that are going down to ruin. The old
prophet cried, ** OL that my Lead were waters,
and my eyes a fountain of tears, that I might
weep day and night for the slain of the daugh-
ter of my people!"  And ** Jesas wept,” He
wept at the grave of Luzaras; He wept over
the walls of Jurusalem.  And the ministers of
God has tears of compassion to shed in his
earnest supplications 1o God ; sometimes in the
sanctuary, when his soul is burdened and e
sees men from time o time unmoved by the
warnings and thé promises and the hopes of
the Gospel, goingr down to rum. The great
Apostle, with all Lis fcarning, and with all his

logie, wept; he ** warned the people day and

night with tears.”  Some of us may weep sel-
dom. Tears come not readily to our cyes
Others may weep more easily.  But the mean

ing of the passage is, Beia earnest, and let
your earnestness be seen of men. Be in
carnest, for souls are dying! De in ecarnesi,
men are perishing !
fire spreading through the building, and men

are in it! Be in earnest, sec! the flames are

Be in carpest. there is a

sprcuding. and thousands arc falling before the
consuwing fire !

And yet this ministry has its difficulties. My
young brethren, I know sowme of the difficulties
that you will bave to meet. These older
brethren bave met them, and in a measure con-
quered them, though they fight them still from
day to day. You will have temptations within,
you will have temptations withoat. - You will
be reccived unkindly when fraternal hearts
ought to be open to you. You will go where
you will meet with a cold reception, and your
heart will be in danger of being steeled, X o
will struggle with poverty when your wante
ought to be supplied.  You will find sickness
in your family, your heart will be sad, and you
will hardly know bow to prepare for the pulpit,
hecause your heart is overwhelmmed ; but be like
the Apostle, go forward in vour work, an 1say,
“ None of these things move me.” What if
men receive you unkindly, you go because you

are called of God. You have a message fo

them, and the worse they are the more the)
need that message ; and the less of ihe spirit of
Christ they have, the more of the spirit ol
Christ you should show them. Show them the

beauty of holiness, and then ** go torward.
You may have hard appointments, but wha

are your appointments compared with those o

the Apostle Paul 2 What bad he to meet with
as he passed through Asia Minor?  What
about the mobs at Ephesus What about the
oppositions that awaited bhiun  everywher
I'bink of his being bound and ihprisoncd, anc
bis having death staring hitn in the face whe
ever he went ! But his great ! i, N
of these things move me.”  Oun he went preach-
ing, talking. and, I suppose, singing, fo
tainly he and Silas sang in the priscn at night,
working for God and working for souls every-
where, and bence he could say, ** I take you to
record this day that I am pure from the blood
of all men.” Oh ! what & deciaration ! One
of the saddest fecliogs I ever have is this, that
if I had prepaggd and preached with nore ol
the Holy Ghost, and lived a higher and holier
I ] vin

A:
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minister accomplisLing moure than ene |
tially holy ; aad the voice ol God sound
ears, ** Be ye holy, for [ am holy.” 1
times say to myself, it [ badulways lived where

vternal sunshine settles on the head—if [ bad
lived above these clouds aud fogs and musts—
if my experience had been rich and ripe anu
deep at all times, bow many poor souls migh:
bave been led to the cross that bave not bevn
led there ! And then, I say, it there be one
cause of deficiency in me that I might bave
remedied, will not the blood ¢t souls be found
in my skirts? How can I say. * [ am pure

trom the blood of all men?" My dear young

 for all these thoughts come home to my own

heart with their fearful power, and the thought
of my responsibility to God. Ob! when I
come to die it would be (if 1 could say it) the
proudest word that could escape my lips, look-
ing on the record of my life, ** Pure from the
blood of all men.” ~

Sometimes I bave thought of the Apostle and
his beroic utterance: '* None of these things
move me.” Oh, what a hero! And I bave
sometimes fancied that in visions I could follow
him. [ see him youder. He has been preach-
ing in the city, and they carry him out without
the walls ot the city. The missiles fly thick
and fast upon him; he falls wounded and
bruised, and the enemies leave him for dead.
[ go to his side, I lift him up, I wipe the blood
away from his face. [look as he catches his
breath heavily ; and now he opens his eyes. 1

_say to him, ** Paul, you bad better give up
‘preaching. They will kill you. Don't go to

the next city ; don't take up your next appoint-
ment ; don't go round your circuit.” Just as
soon as he is able to recover breath he speaks.
[ bend my ear to his lips, and he whispers out
these words, ** Nome of these things move me.”
I follow him to another city, and after the ser-
mon they arrest him there. He is taken out of
the city. The robe is taken off his shoulders ;
a strong man lays on the lash—'* forty lashes
save one"—upon his shoulders, and the blood
trickles down over his garments, and he is left
there in a mangled state. I go to him; I place
the robe over his shoulders, and putting my
arm affectionately round his neck, I say to him,
* Paul, it is time to quit preaching; you are
almost killed, and they will kill you," but the
first word he speaks is, ** None of these things
move me.” And again I follow him. He bas
been ‘& night and a day in the deep,” and
he is at length drawn out of the water.
I see the water dripping from his bair; heis
exhausted and apparently dead as he comes up.
I get close by his side and listen for the first
words that fall from his lips, and the third time
I hear the same utterance, ‘‘None of these
things move me, neither count I my life dear
unto myself, so that I might finish my course ;
with joy, and the ministry which 1 have_ receiv-
ed of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of
the grace of God." Oh, whata hero! Bonds,
imprisonment, scourging, dying itself cannot
change his undauntable spirit. And last of all,
I follow him to the prison at Rome. He bas
stood the second time before Nero. The day
of bis exceution is near. He writes his last
letter to Timothy ; and now, if there is misgiv-
ing in his heart, it will come out. Heis 'l'iﬁ*
the dearest friend he ever had--his own son in
the Gospel—and be is giving him a charge ; and
now, if he is tired, if be is sad, and sorry that
the execution is going to take place, he will say
so. But what does he say ? He is writing a
letter, and | come near to him—I look over his
shoulder and [ watch what he is writing. Does
he say, ** Timothy, give up preaching ; you will
dic; Tam sorry that I came to Rome, I am go-
ing to be put to death?" Is thatit? No, I
watch as trom his pen flow the words, ‘* I have
fought a good fight, I have finished my course,
hencetorth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, shall give me at that day; and net to
me only, but to all them that love his appear-
ing,” Thaok God! be did ** finish his course
with joy"—there was sot a misgiving, not &
clond ; he was able to die having the world be-
neath his feet. Thank God that martyr spirit
is still in the church, It used to be in old Eng-
land : and there were men who were not afraid
to burn for Christ, and T believe that that spirit
is as much in }_hc-. Church to-day. 1 feel there
are men around me who are moral heroes—
they have been to Fiji, and there, not counting
their lives dear unto themselves, they have
preached the Gospel of Christ. Leav ng those
slands of the sca, and passing over land, they
have taken their lives in their bands, and gone
t2 the ends of the carth. Thank God, * none
of these things move them.” Here is this Wes-
leyan body : the centre here, the circumference
all over the world. Its missionaries are in
France, Germany. Italy, South and West Afri-
a, Ceylon, India. China. Going to America,
we find the wissionaries of the Cross are
hree, and. animated by the same spirit,they can
«ay, notwithstanding all the dangers and diffi-
«ulties they bave to encounter, ** None of these
bings move us.” Thank God for such a min-
stry! May He raise up others that shall carry
o this work until time shall end. Ob! my
yrethren, I congratulate you on what God has
nabled you to do. This martyr spirit bas
cept yon. You are pot in bonds and imprisoa-
nent, but you have what is harder to bear.
I'bere are men here who have suffered about as
nuch as wartyrs suffered. Deep down in the
weart they have had cares and guxieties and sor-
yws as much as bumanity could bear ; but they
bave gone on, and God has worked with  them
and through theny until the barren place has
become a fruitful field, and the wilderness has
cejoiced and blossomed as the rose; and I who
have coms trom the ends of the earth come to

testify that through their labours and the la-
bours of others, the ssme work that spreads
bere in England is spreading all over the world.

In America it has not confined itself to the eas-
1 It Las run over the Alleghany
Mon us. snread  across the Continent, as-

led the Rocky Mountains, gone on to the
st, and swepi clear round to China,

and we are shaking hands; and,

vaere yon
bank God, Methodism is raising such a shout
1 China as is waking the whole empire from
ts slumbers ; that empire which has been sleep-
ing for thousands of years is now being awa-
<ened by the voice of singing and praise to our
Lord Jesus Christ.

One thing more, and I have done. ).l_y
voung brethren, ikis (Gospel is a tc:f:fymg
Gospel. Paul said, ** that I might finish the
ministry which I have received of the Lord
Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of
God.” A barrister making his argument in
court is one thing ; the man on the witoess suund




