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CHRISTMAS.

To the Conservation Days and I lie Fee- 
lit als, in Latin and Greek and Auglica: 
Churches, we do not attach any import

we have no |
The Puri- '

auce. For their observance 
authority in Sacred Teaching, 
tans abolished them in England because 0! 
the indolence aud superstition to which 
they led ; and we are not by any means 
desirous for their re-establisbmeut iu the 
the Protestant Church.

There are two great facts in Christianity, 
however, standing alone in their magnitude 
and importance to our world ; the myste­
rious incarnation and the sacrificial death 
of our Divine Redeemer. There can be 
no valid objection to the observance of 
Christmas Day and Good Friday. They 
constitute a public ackoowltdgment and 
memorial ef those grand and unique facts 
in the history of our race.

The exact time for the commemoration 
of the Saviour's advent has been a subject 
of discussion. The first Christians used 
the dales of the old Roman Empire. 
About the commencement of the Sixth 
century, the old dates of Rome were 
broken up aud disappeared ; and dates, in 
the Calendar of Christendom, began to be 
reckoned accordingly from the Christian 
era. From the time of the Sixth century ,the 
whole Christian world has agreed to cele 
brate the Saviour’s nativity on the tweuty- 
fiflb day of December. The exact dale is 
of no consequence. We feçl a far more 
profound interest in the great event itself. 
We wonder and adore as we mark the co­
incidence of preparatory, providential aud 
prophetic fulfilment : “ Iu fulness of time 
God sent forth His Son.” *

Themes of unrivalled interest, solitary 
and approachable iu grandeur and great­
ness, challenge our attention and claim our 
highest recognition : M Unto us a child is 
born, unto us a sou is given ; and the gov­
ernment shall be upon bis shoulders ; aud 
His name shall be called Wonderful, Coun­
sellor, the mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace.” How inspir­
ing the thought that, after tho measure of 
Christ, the Church is having its fulfilment 
in that magnificent Messianic prophecy. 
That grand chorus to which at the advent 
of Christ, angels tuned their harps, shall yet 
be swept into universal anthem : “ Glory to 
Godwin the Highest, and on earth Peace, 
good-will toward men."

The ideal of peace on earth according to 
the conception of a modern painter, and 
transferred to canvas, is a soft beautiful 
landscape—green grass y slopes dotted over 
by grazing sheep, and a lamb looking into 
the silent mouth of a broken cannon. The 
announcement of peace on earth made at 
the advent of Christ, not iu the palace, or 
senate, or market place, but in the green 
fields, where shepherds watched their flocks, 
is thus iu noble harmony with life triumph 
of art.

Is it too much to anticipate that the ideal 
of consummate genius, aud the angel song 
swelling into some powerful prophecy as 
the ages roll along, shall have its full ac­
complishment : Peace on earth good will to 
men T At the advent of the Saviour of the 
world wandering sages did homage to the 
new-born King. They presented their cool­
ly offerings of gold, fiaukipecuse. and 
myrrh. They gave j^eefîcal expression to 
their devotion. _Jphe Christmas season bas 
been ce-S^rMed and time-honored by boun­
tiful - r beneficent deeds.

The poor we have always with us. They 
are Christ’s representatives. A cup of 
edd water given in Christ’s name to one of 
the least of these shall be graciously ap- 
approved aud rewarded. The costlier of­
ferings of gold, frankincence and myrrh 
from the abundant stores of the wealthy 
and prosperous will be sufficient to brighten 
the homes of poverty .throughout the city. 
The widows and orphans, the afflicted and 
unfortuuate of every class are to be remem 
bered at this festive season.

With no stringent charities, with no shriv­
elled sympathies, but with large-hearted 
beneficence we should give practical expres­
sion to onr gratitude. “ Thank» be onto 
God for hit unspeakable gift.

ed.’’) That we are a pastorate not limited 
in any sense of aspiration, operation or 
righteous ambition, but cherishing ever the 
hope of the world’s restoration to Chtist, we 
are using all means and entering into all 
doors of usefulness for the accomplishment 
of this object Rev. Mr. Read paid a deser­
ved compliment to a gentleman oo the plat­
form wbo.in an unobtrusive but effectual way 
was aiding our Home Mission purposes 
The majority of our brethren from England 
have passed into the ministry through one 
hospitable door in Halifax, and the letters 
read at these anniversaries, obtained from 
this Missionary host, gave expression to 
no other evidence besides that of the pros­
perity of our cause,—they evinced the gra- 
tude with which, in their night-time of wan- 
! ring aud trials, these pioneers look back 
j ward this one particular “ Slur.” Mr. La- 
hern called out the enthusiasm of the audi­

ence by referring in suitable emphasis, to 
the appropriateness of having iu the chair 
a gentleman bearing the honored name of 
“ Bishop Black.” The faithful man whom 
God bad employed to introduce Methodism 
into these Colonies, had a successor to-day 
in recommendation of the same principles, 
now that Methodism had reached a new 
era. Another speaker most happily elabo­
rated the idea by illustrating bow clear and 
indisputable were the several links in the 
chain of our apostolical succession in con­
tradistinction to all others ! Collection 
Sabbath and anniversary, * 1 GO.

This statement is nemtsMary >o guard our­
selves against the imputation of merely 
returning a compliment. Our allusion to 
Bro. Savages' management of the Evan- 
gelical Witness was extorted by sheer 
admiration for his genius and tail. But 
thanks, notwithstanding, to our kind bro­
ther for his encouraging remarks.

Comspondtnrf.

work and incident» from their own field of1 LETTER FROM MONTREAL
toil. No one could listen without emotion j - - - - - -
and gratitude to those narratives of toll and 1 Dear Mi;. Editor.—Bit !

itiou more strongly appeal

q'l-'ccc of a tragedy which may be briefly 
related.

w kinds of la ihe heart of the city there is an itthab- 
oChristian j ited h caliiv known as “ Tahb’s Tard.”

v.tv h: il a: 
time in iih-

At the Home Mission Meeting at Graf­
ton street last Monday evening, there were 
some good points made, especially by the 
laymen. Hon. S. L. Shannon, (who, by 
the way, penned the memorable document 
which suggested this Home Mission organ­
ization to the Conference,) alluded in 
vein of playful humor,—though there was 
really a serious aspect to it as well—to the 
fine accessions we were bringing from year 
to year into the population of this Domin­
ion. That GO or 70 men—young men 
industrious, influential, and capable of 
moulding in no ordinary degree the habits 
and institutions of the land, bad been in­
troduced into these Provinces through the 
agency of the Home Mission Society, was 
something to demand for it the substantial 
recognition of the Emigration Bureau at 
Ottawa. Mr. Shannon also enunciated the 
true doctrine in regard to Home Mission 
reports, namely, that the letters which were 
published from time to time from scenes 
of H. M. operations, aud those which were 
read in the auuual meetings, were produc­
tive of greet good, inasmuch as they re­
vealed the result of this movement in its 
real practical operations. Mr. Lloyd gave 
floe effect to the happy allusions made re 
neatly in these pages by

Revivals —Ry extracts from our Eng­
lish exchanges iu this week’s issue, it will 
be seen that most gracious visilations of the 
Holy Spirit are cheering portions of our 
Zion beyond the ocean. The timely and 
devout expression of our own President last 
week, but confirms the impression of many 
among ourselves, that holy aspirations con­
tinue in regard to a similar visitation 
throughout these Provinces Ou the eve 
of genial showers, vegetation always seems 
to thirst wiih longings more intense. Natur­
alists can see in certain flowers an indica­
tion that the sun is rising, by the opening 
of their petals for the reception ol his 
warmth and the bending of their fragile 
forms toward the East. So our churches 
seem to eviuce at this moment a prepared­
ness for the Holy Spirit’s coming. Need 
we say what a change would ensue? IIow 
general and subaltern in the King’s army 
would be seized with new ardor aud ren­
dered doubly ekillul iu the use ol heavenly 
weapons. How homes would he gladden­
ed, brows relieved of their wrinkles of 
care, streams of iniquity stayed or turned 
in their channels, courts of litigation spared 
their acrimonious disputes ; how Churches 
would be elevated in the tone of their wor 
ship and increased iu the number of their 
congregations.

Where is the blessed change to begin ? Iu 
the Church ; in the pulpit ; iu the Christian 
home ; iu the minister's closet." Where 
deep searchings of heart are followed by 
profound humiliation, accompanied by au 
ardent passion for souls, aud by diligent use 
of the means God has appointed for bring­
ing sinners to repentance,—their signal 
power from on high will be sure to follow. 
Put this to the test, “ Prove me now here­
with,” &c.

The New Episcopal Church.—It is 
easy to soeer at a movement while it is iu 
its infancy. Immature things always 
present features for ridicule ; so it is natur­
al that Bishop Cummins should be the sub­
ject of invective and sarcasm. But ten 
or twenty years will bring great changes. 
Indeed at this moment the curl of the ritu­
alistic lip can scarcely conceal the effect of 
forebodings upon the ritualistic mind. What 
Hyacinthe is to Romanism, Cummins is to 
to Episcopacy. They show_lo .bolh bodies 
• jîa*. ISZaetniBg is possible which they had 
never before anticipated. “ Go your way, 
gentlemen, if not contented here,” was the 
expression hitherto. Neither I’usey nor 
the Pope can afford to say this now. The 
traditional bond is broken. It is no longer 
a dreadful thing to step outside the eccle­
siastical circle. Priests aud Bishops can 
secede and still be Romanists or Episcopa­
lians. This is an astounding revelation to 
tens of thousands. It will have, let it be 
hoped, a little restraint upon the reckless 
men who have been experimenting so long 
in ascertaining how far the ecclesiastical 
hand could stretch without breaking.

But where is this movement to termi 
nate ? The influence of Bishop Cummins 
must be immense. There are thousands 
watching his policy with inteosest interest 
An active correspondence, we have reason 
to know, is kept up with the Bishop by the 
Evangelical party in the Church of England 
in these Provinces. Everywhere he is re­
garded by those who know him, as a proper 
and providential subject to lead this great 
reform, and when matters shall have ad 
justed themselves, no doubt the foundation 
will l>e fully laid for a great, honest, faith­
ful Christian Church.

As to Bishop Cummins himself, with the 
history of John Wesley before him, he need 
not dread the frowns of his cotemporaries. 
The future will do him full justice. Real 
Reformers always come out right in the 
end even in respect to the opinions of their 
anomies. There is but one standard for 
human conduct, and sooner or later the 
world comes to measure men’s lives by that.

lives, wish to expend their wealth iu tloiu 
good to their country, in strengthening the 
interests ol their church, there could not be 
a more efficient or satisfactory arrangement. 
The amounts of the several collections are 
given below. Ol course it is to be borne 
iu mind that Brunswick Street Church, 
iu addition to contributions jvhich appear 
iu the report, has to sustain Home Mission 
Churches in this city.

Halifax, Dec. l8(/i. J L.

OUR ENGLISH LETTER

COLPORTAGE - AGENCY SCHEME.

Mr. Editor ; The benefits arising from 
the dissemination of pure literature, can­
not be overestimated. Impure literature is' 
a miasma, carrying with it desolation and 
death.

To keep pace with the times, axd to meet 
one of the great wants of the age, as well 
as to neutralize flagrant evils, we should 
have our Methodist literature freely circu­
lated everywhere. Consider a few facts.
Most ol the books offered for sale iu the 
Country Districts, of a so called religious 
or moral character, are either impregnated 
with false doctrines, or are so latitudenarian 
in their tendency, as to be detrimental, in 
our judgment, to the best interests of the 
cause ol God/ Certainly, Methodism will 
not be advanced by books of that class.
Sabbath School Libraries need special at­
tention. We cannot afford to be indifferent 
about the books our children read Some 
books designed for Sabbath Schools are 
poison. Iu the homes of many of out- 
people, the admirable works of Wesley,
Clarke, aud Benson, are «anting. The 
stimulating and soul quickening biogra­
phies of Carvosso, Collins, and Hester Ann 
Rogers, are unknown ; aud the varied pro­
duction; of the Master minds of the de­
nomination in Great Britain and the United 
States have not come within the reach ol 
our people. Moreover, iu certain sections 
of the country, the introduction of foreign 
newspapers and periodicals is leavening not 
a few minds with political aud relsgious 
ideas antagonistic to our cherished institu­
tions. Evil propagates itself.

We are approaching a New Year. The 
present seems to be a fitting time to devise 
ways and means for doing good. Our re­
sponsibility is heavy. The reward of the 
faithful will be glorious. What can be 
done to circulate hooks that will improve 
the mind and benefit the soul ? My plan is 
simply this : Let us have an agent in each 
of the Provinces of New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia, aud, if possible, iu each of 
the Islands ol Prince Edward and New­
foundland, who, under the direction of the
Executive Book Committee, shall dissent-1 liou. -l lie careful filling ol these formid- 
nate our Literature and promote the tn.er- able schedules will on many Circuits be a 
ests of our Church laper. Thu movement heavy undertaking, hut the information 

ould conserve the interests of the Book|,hu„ collected will be of great interest and

ar; 1 îreuît-d *:; * i i 
iiMtmtir, and for t! 
i hit 1 xx a» anvi l j nir.mj*
.Mr. i weed'. ot Mu-fjun,i,>!

look y art ia .-
for ibis is a life»long affliction. Of lhv*e to obtain their livelihood, by other income ! for him. ..nd i> eei vrd 1 
sufferers there are nearly 2,000 iu the Ur-*- than honest labour or legitimate means the Nova Sen:iso in ad-» 
vince ot Quebec, aud probably three times : Their houses are old, rickety, low, smoky j I lelt a little du-upp-Miiicd i 
that number in the whole Dominion, i and cold. A TablVs Yard mao one eve -1 of going so tar on the coa<t 
About one-half ot these are of an age which 1 uing spying a solitary jur on an express strangers ; h it, now th.it 
admits of their attending a suitable school, sleigh stole it, and tor the nonce concealed 
Not more than 1ÎÔÜ are known to be iu t lie fit. As darkness came on he lot k a coni pa

iiion and went for the jar. It contained 1 l»ro. Tweedy kindly c ime with me t 
sherry wine strongly tinctured with Colchi-1 Harbor, where, alter going with me to pay 
cum, a deadly poison. Unhappily the word several visit*, and t;.kmg part in a ser\ i<v 
“poison** was not, as it ought to have with me, lie leuitned to las home, and 1 
been, conspicuously labelled on the jar. ] went down the coast to \1i>»Ium\h River.some

vf success told as they were with trustiness iprivati _ , ..
and po*er »ud ar less simplicity. sympathy than that ot the deat and dumb, \ Here reside a number of people who seem | over a w

3. The Christian liberality by which 
our people in the Halifax Churches have 
become honorably distinguished has suffered 
do abatement. The attendance was not what 
we could have wished. In common with 
the B:ble Society Anniversaries these have 
for some years been thinly attended in Ha­
lifax. We hope that the tide has turned, free institutions ‘or their instruction in this 
So much has been said since by those pre- province.
sent at the recent meetings ot their great ' At the Montieal Protestant Institution 
excellence, that many who regretted their tor deat mutes there were between twenty 
inability to be present will iu coming yeais and thirty scholars last year. This nil in­
doubt less cheer us by their presence. j her is not large, but no special efforts have

But, whether present or ab*cut, we j been made to induce pupils to enter the in- 
can depend upon the liberality of all our stiiution, owing to the limited accommoda- 
principal people. They are grateful lor lion in the premises occupied hy it. These 
the vigour which has marked I he Home ■ cannot be at once enlarged, bevau-e the iu- 
Mission movement from its inception, aud , come ot the school, including a government 
for the great success already accomplished, giant of $1,000. is barely adequate to de- 
To those of our wealthy lrieuds who from tray current expenses, aud the Board have 
patriotic, philauthrophic, and Christian mo-, no building hind.
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nrue.v. l^lvt ! very happy and encouraged.
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The Connexion»! (Ynmt of CKT|»e!*, £«• —The 
New Wesleyan Newspaper—Mr Di-nclt at 
Glasgow-- Dr. Tuns!.on in Exeter II ill.

Dear Mr. Editort—We are at length 
in a fair way ol obtaining a thoroughly re­
liable return of the amount of chapel ac­
commodation provided hy Wesley au Meth­
odists iu the United Kin/dom. Onr 
chapel Committee at Mi nchester have 
recently sent out, under the sanction ot 
the last Conference, carefully prepared 
schedules, to be filled up hy the superin­
tendants of Circuits. These, when com* 
pleted, will show the number ot sittings 
available fur letting ; the number of free 
s itiiugs ; and the accommodation made for 
the children of the Sabbath-schools.
. A distinction is made between chapels 
which are Couuexioually settled, and those 
which are either private property or lent 
or hired for public worship, and returns ure 
to be made of all buildings takeu dowu or 
disused hy u* as Wesleyan* since 1 Sô 1, to­
gether with the statistics of all places ot 
worship which are now in course of erec-

Kootn, and would furnish hundreds of 
families with good rcadiug for the winter 
months ; aud who knows hut the influence 
of the books aud periodicals circulated 
would procure on our Home Mission Sta­
tions as well as on our Circuits generally, 
results far-reaching aud extensive. Let the 
plan he tested lor six months, say until 
Conference lime. To carry out this pro­
ject may we not organize au agency or 
Colportage Fund and invite free will offer­
ings from the friends of meihodistn. Al­
ready one man is in the field aud his ex­
penses guaranteed—let him be coutinued 
iu New Brunswick. Now if the plan as 
briefly outlined is adopted, I will give Fifty 
dollars to assist in defraying the expenses 
of an agent for Nova Scotia.

I appeal, Mr. Editor, through you to the 
ministers of our church and to the lay 
friends of the Connexion for practical sym­
pathy in this eoterprize. Earnest, active, 
united effort ensures success.

I remain, Yours,
Dec, 15 th, 1873. Z,

HOME MISSIONARY MEETINGS, 
HALIFAX.

In the series of services held in these 
Circuits for the advocacy of Home Mission 
work there have been some features of in- 
teiests worthy, perhaps, of special notice.

1 3‘,.*0•e.raee.U.“*', h.°..ffî V>>*«'«* forVomë lime past" aôd" ai "he

Without reflecting on previous incum­
bents of the office, we beg to congratulate 
the Halifax Provincial Wesleyan on the 
progress it is exhibiting in the hands of the 
present editor. Its mechanical make-up is 
quite in advance of former times, whilst 
the quality and quantity of its literary 
menage, both as to selections and original 
contributions, does credit to the present 
management. We beg also to assure our 
respected contemporary of the hearty 
appreciation with which we read its friend­
ly notices of the Evangelical Witness and | 
occasional appropriations from our columns,, 
always duly credited.

We had not received the issus of the 
W Unes» containing the above, until after 

F. S. (Limit- the publication ol ours of the 15th inst.

our churches has been nobly and. truthfully 
represented. The Home. Mission organi­
zation. now the most successful enterprise 
of Methodism ip Provinces, launched 
a little more ih. .....3 ago, originated 
largely, in the Churches of this city. We 
are. therefore, grateful for the continued 
exhibition of the same generous aud munifi­
cent spirit and for the cheerful co-opcra- 
tiou of influential brethren in this good 
and great christiau enterprise.

It is specially refreshing to find tho sons 
and grandsons of honoured ministers son- 
secrating their influence and wealth, and, in 
able advocacy, closely identifying them­
selves with this important work.

Of the fathers and founders of onr church, 
of the emiuent men into whose faithful and 
self-denying labours we have entered, 
whose names we cherish with peculiar love 
and reverence,we could have no more fitting 
memorial than a succession of such men as 
McNutt, Webb, and others, who, though 
not in the ministry, are in Christian work 
following closely in the footsteps of their 
stinted fathers.

Two names there are in the roll of 
Methodism in these Providences of pre­
eminent distinction—that of the founder 
of the Church, apostolical in labours and 
saintly in spirit, the venerable Bishop 
Black, and that of the erudite and elo­
quent, Dr. Richey. The chaste and beautiful 
address of M. H. Richey, Esq. as chairman 
in Brunswick St., and the thoughtful busi­
ness-like utterances of Dr. Rufus Black, as 
Chairman in Grafton St., gave character to 
the meetings and proved these gentlemen 
worthy of the noble succession in which they 
stand—none the less real because of other 
professions, legal aud medical, to which 
they respectively belong. Other lay-bre­
thren who took part in these meetings. 
Shannon, Smith, Starr, Eckcrsly, aud 
others, though not sons of ministers, stand 
in success in of names some of which have 
became as household words.

2. The presence of Home Mission lab­
orers gave additional interest to these meet­
ings, and contributed to their success. We 
had with us men who had done pioneer 
work, and men who came from settlements 
scantily supplied with the means of grace. 
We heard of congregations numbering 
many hundreds, only occasionally visited 
by the nearest Methodist evangelist. We 
heard of a ministerial visit to a family in 
the heart of Nova Scotia, in which, after 
prayer had been offered, the mother of the

value, aud afford evidence of progress and 
solid couuexioual extension. If nil the 
Nonconformist bodies could be induced to 
the same painstaking methods ol securiu 
statistics, it would soon he seen how base­
less is the boast of the Established Church 
in regard to its being the church for the 
masses, and the only ecclesiastical arrange­
ment that can meet the growing necessities 
of our ever increasing population.

At the beginning of the New Year. 
“ The Methodist” a new weekly paper will 
be published, aud iu addition lo the famous 
standard newspaper of Wesleyan Met ho 
dism the long established '* Watchman,' 
aud the popular aud highly successful 
“Recorder;” a third coni|w(ilor lor Me­
thodist patronage is to appear. The pros 
pectus is issued, and has a good earnest 
ring about it. The principles lo be advo­
cated in brief appear to lie “ Loyalty to 
1 hrist, aud to Methodism ; uuseclariau 
education ; and Religious Equality.” There 
is much implied here which in these days 
of wide aud keen controversies have a 
definite and important meaning. The new 
journal will be advanced iu its opinions 
aud will prove the advocate of many me» 
sures both iu aud out of the circle of Me­
thodism, which are rapidly gathering 
strength and demanding tuii discussion. 
The announcement of the new publication 
has not been altogether unexpected 
rp.iütSurs of such a movement have freely

Newcastle Conference, the scheme was 
well-nigh completed and the needful aid 
and guarantees secured. There is room 
lor the new paper and it will doubtless 
obtain a fair share of support without in 
dieting damage upon those which arc 
already widely patronized.

Mr. Disraeli^has beeu making a great 
stirr at Glasgow, whither he went for in­
stallation as Lord Rector of the famous 
University. He was elected lo this honour 
two years ago, hut on account of his domes­
tic bereavement declined an immediate ac­
ceptance of the office. His address to tile 
students was mainly ttpott “ success in 
life,” aud was deemed eloquent and bril 
liant. Yet it seems meagre and pointless 
when careluhy read iu the quiet of the 
study, and strippped ol the noisy excite­
ment attending its delivery. The great 
conditions of success are us laid down in 
this Inaugural, accurate self-knowledge, 
and careful discriminating knowledge ol 
the spirit of the age in which we live. The 
address does not define the nature of true 
success in life, or hint at the possibility ol 
what men might call failure, being iu 
reality the development of all that is true 
and praiseworthy from our fellow men, and 
receiving Divine commendation in time and 
eternity. The conservative leader delivered 
in the same city, au address upon the great 
political questions of the day, and again as­
sailed the whole of the Liberal policy of 
the Government, reiterating the charges 
made in his famous Bath letter of “ plun­
dering,” ••blundering," and “worrying," &c. 
until the wonder is, that if one half of 
all this is true, the plain matter of fact 
people of England are not driven to re­
sistance or open rebellion Yet even all 
these sweeping charges and hitter denuda­
tions were delivered with easy grace and elo­
quent utterances, evidencing the marvellous 
power of this remarkable man; who for the 
time appeared even to charm the stuidy 
Scotchmen out of their traditional and life-long 
Liberalism

Our anticipation of Mr. Punshon’s reception 
and splendid success in Exeter Hill, were 
surpassed by the reality of last Monday 
night. It was truly a great and marvellous 
triumph, exc.edmg any previous magnificent 
successes, aud has at one stroke secured 
pecuniary success fur the whole course of Lec­
tures, as all the reason Tickets were disposed 
of, iu the eagerness of the people to bear their 
old favorite.

By the steamer, another honoured and be­
loved Minister goes out to join your Minis­
terial rank-. May the Lord bless bint, and

real, and
family said : ” To such au extent have we 
been deprived of religious privileges, that ! èboôdLntfy "blesi’jou all iu y Jur g 
my daughter, now sixteen years of age, ever.cu|arg,ng Wvr|,. 
has, for the first time in her life, heard aj December 1st, 1873 
prayer from the lips of any Christian Min­
ister.” We had from brethren who have
traversed widely extended Circuits, with , ...... , ,
services to School houses and in log cabins . . '
—who had commenced their journeys in 106 * service 
a carriage as far as roads would admit, lni* l*ie 
then upon horse-back, aod still

II”

Correction—Onr types very awkwardly
by hold-

tor the renewal of the Coven- 
administration of the Lord’s 

further Supper in town,” Ac. Ol course it should 
upon foot for the purpose of reaching re- have been •• in turn,” snd readers will please 
mote settlements,—experiences of mission so regard it.

There was a good attendance at the re­
cent auuual meeting and the examinait u 
ol the pupils. These have made satisfac­
tory progress i:t their various ordinary 
school duties. Two trades are taught to 
the larger boys—printing—and carpenter­
ing. The Superintendent of the latter is a 
deal mute, the Principal has charge of the 
former, who, with his excellent wife, is al- 
-o it deaf mute. The public exercises were 
wound up by the rendering iu pautotltie of 
the first stanza of •• Gcd save the Queeu. "

It is much to he desired that this good 
I work may rapidly increase until every child 
iu the province, and in the Dominion shall 
have the privilege and opportunity of ob- 
t doing a liberal and Christian education. 
When it is considered that the greater por­
tion rtl this afflicted class belongs to the 
families of the comparatively poor.it will 
be fell that their ease is worthy no less of 
private benevolence than of public support. 
Aud how Christ-like is the charily thus to 
become ears to tho deal and a speaking 
touque to the (ltiiiih.

The Annual University lecture of McGill 
college was delivered a short time since 
hy l'rincipal Dawson. The occasion ot this 
lecture is one of no ordinary interest, and 
being in the' arvrnoou, the auditory differs 
considerably from that <>t common lectures 
in the evening. The spacious and beauti­
ful hall is usually crowded. The l'acultv 
of the University arc present in their oflt- 
cial robes. The alumni occupy the centre, 
tho gownsmen nearest the dasis. 1‘rofes- 
sioual men, rather than merchants or me­
chanics, and ladies of culture and fashion, 
the other places. Indeed the elite of the 
Protestants of the city are attracted to this 
lecture, and are well-repaid lor auy pains 
they may have taken to be there.

The Thesis was •• Our intellectual life in 
the past auil future.” The title seems to 
indicate a metaphysical exerciiatiou. It 
suggested to sonic a disquisition on the 
mind aud its faculties—the means whereby 
it maintained intelligible contact with the 
outer world—its comimiiug to live when 
dissolution lays low its material tenement, 
and its conscious vitality subsequently even 
throughout the unending future. But this 
was not Dr. Dawson's meaning. The life 
he spoke of was oof that ol man but of the 
college. The lecture was not philosophical, 
hut a historical resume of the University 
from its commencement until now, and pro­
spective of its possible and most desirable 
state in the near aud distant time to come. 
To Dr. Dawson this is au engaging sub­
ject. Scarce any educational establish­
ment has grown so rapidly, and become so 
strong as this within the last twenty-five 
years, aud no other has such a multitude ol 
the youth of the Dominion under its eleva­
ting influence. It is imparting kuowledge- 
and teaching lo think, aud training for use- 
Iillness a host who may soon become, 'h 
foremost men iu their respect»,0. spheres. 
They iu their turn will mould the charac­
ter and direct'” I ho course of not a few, 
hence the unspeakable importance ol keep­
ing the fountains of knowledge pure, aud 
of giving the young aspiring intellect a right 
direction, together with an elevated taste. 
Principal Dawson pressed on young men 
the excellency of knowledge. He counselled 
them to seek it earnestly, lie would have 
them purchase aud seize the precious op­
portunities of culture in early life. Edu­
cation iu a college is not merely a question 
of passing creditably through a scholastic 
ordeal, tlieu to be torgoiteu in the absorb­
ing pursuit of business. It is lar more than 
til's. It is the making of the ground and 
the sowing of the seed that are lo produce 
the rich harvest of intellectual wealth, 
powor ami eujoyniiint in mature years. 
n»«t young man who shall thus occupy 
his leisure, aud apply his mind, not yet bur­
dened w ith the care of secular enterprises, 
may be confident that when ripeness of age 
«had come upon him, he will, hy diviue 
blessing, be in a position of usefulness, en­
joyment and hope tucot pliably superior to 
that of the man whose "uly claim to the re­
spect of his fellows, consists in the lar -euess 
of his estate or the unusual weight ol his 
coffers.

15y the successful efforts of one of the 
city’ Literary Soi ie'ics, the people of Mon­
treal have lately enjoyed the rare privilege 
of listening t ) two of the masters of elocu­
tion ami oratory. One, Mr. Bellow of 
London, England, gave readings 011 two 
eveuiug*. Ilia selections were Iront the 
works of poets and humourists. IIis nit 
nierons aud intelligent patrons were capitblt 
equally ol judging of his powers aud appre­
ciating his perlbrmauces. They were sur­
prised, delighted, carried away. Bellow 
has established himself iu their belief as the 
first elocutionist of the age.

The other is Mr. John 1$. Gough, who 
in his own line is without au equal. To 
hear this far lamed orator the fjueeu a Hall 
was crowded, lie has giveu three lectures, 
viz : “ Peculiar People.” “ Circumstances,” 
and ” On Temperance." Every point he 
makes is sharpened and driven home by 
pertinent anecdotes, told in such a tone 
whether pathetic or humorous, as may be 
required as either to convulse the house 
with laughter, or bring tears to the eyes. 
His easy command of a wide range of lan­
guage, pathos, aud dramatic talent are 
astonishing. No one can fail to he inter­
ested, amused, instructed. All the im­
pression he produces is on the side of mo­
rality and religion. In his remarks on the 
“ inveterate joker," to whom he adminis­
tered a severe castigation, he said, that the 
habit of eu led him to sport with sacred 
things, as when he made conundrums on 
passages ol sacred scripture. This Gough 
pronounced to he highly irreverent. It 
was hurtful too, as it might lead a man off 
from the path of life and on to that of per­
dition, there was consequently an awful 
responsibility resting on auy who applied
. 1.„ „:<•» i-.. -L*--------- 1 "

ist to a retail druggist, aud was prepared ! found the | 
for application externally in ensek ot him- j the •• old. < 
bago, rheumatism, &c. ; of this the poor 
thief knew nothing. Thinking that he had 
cheaply secured possession of a jar ot w ine, 
he drank freely of" it hiuisell, and divided 
his spoil with his family aud neighbours 
who freely partook ol it also. Alas, with­
in two hours after drinking they were seiz­
ed with alarming sickness. The 1 lectors 
who were called in could not account for 
the symptoms, but of course did lit- best 
they could in the circumstances. Soou 
however it Irauspired that all the affected 
had drank ol the contents of the stolen jar.
It was soon bruited in the neighbourhood, 
and the sender of the jar became known.
The mystery was explained, the suffering 
people had been poisouet) hy Uolvjhium iu 
the wine. The i^itio^t efforts ol the doc­
tors were unable to save the lives of seven 
persons, some young aud others old, who 
thus came to a sudden, painful aud untime­
ly death. The community have beeu great­
ly excited hy this dreadful affair. Matty 
lessons have been deduced from it. Some 
insist strenuously that if total abstinence 
usages had governed the conduct of the vic­
tim, they might have lived to be respected, 
ttselul and happy. The pulpit itself has 
taken the catastrophe iuto its solemn dis­
cussions. It has beeu preaching to the cit­
izens the duty and obligation off promoting 
moral aud sanitary reform. Every one 
will wish all possible success to so impor­
tant alt exhortation. But the most obvious 
lesson to the calamitous occurrence is the 
necessity of placing the word “ poison ” on 
every vessel that is liable to be handled by 
people generally, that contains an article so 
destructive ot human life. This the law j 
proscribes, but the law is olten violated, 
and whtft penalty is there for its violation 
in such a case as this? It is a subject deser­
ving the attention of the legislature, for 
surely iu a civilized and Christian country, 
every conceivable safeguard should be 
adopted lot- the preservation of life.

City corporation business has of late awa­
kened a good deal of interest, this in gene­
ral would command the attention ol those 
only at a distance who happen to he iu the 
councils of their own cities or towns re­
spectively. There is however one exception, 
the acquisition by this city of land lor it 
park. Thousands visit Montreal every 
year from every part of tho Dominiou. the 
United States, Great Britain and other 
countries of Europe All these will find 
the city more pleasant and attractive be­
cause of its Mountain Dark.

That the proceedings iu this matter have 
extended over several years, was owing 1 shall reap i 
chiefly to the number of proprietors of the I 
land which the corporation desired to pur­
chase. These have now been all dealt j 
with couelusively. The cost will be about 
8#00,000. The land adjoins the outer 
eud of those streets which proceed west 
from Sherbrooke street, and includes most 
if not ull the northern part of the mountain 
to the boundary of Mount Royal cemetery.
It is the highest land ou the Island, from 
which the view will be wide aud va«v:'>, 1
comprising the entire city, the whole length I „ _ ... . . .of Vitoria onife-the expanded river-lof Bos,OD- on U,r,8"*n"y 
the Inland of St. Helen—the villages,

•t Ilarbor, a ml there 1 
or .i^il L’l.itl to listen to 
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po, in a short time, by
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the help of God's Holy Spirit, to bo able 
to form a sovieiy*. 1 \ i.sited from homo to 
hou<A‘. anti every where was received with 
the greatest kiutlne-s. l lie liai test truly 
is plenteous.

“ The distance is long- extending tor ♦' J 
miles; have just gone once through, and 
am only feeling my way. Sh«ll be better 
able to give more parlioulars at some 
future time.”

Wkymoi ru —Bro 
ports as follows : —

“As we rex lew" the labors of the past 
three mouths, while we do not find our­
selves in a position to report any special 
results, yet x> e feel there i*» abundant reason 
to thank God for what lie has done, and 
confidently look for still greater things.

“ When xx e entered upon this new sphere 
of labor, wo found tho Church in a very 
low condition, both spiritually and financi­
ally. All social means of Grace had l»eeu 
neglected and forsaken, and the members 
were scattered as sheep w itlioul a shepherd. 
The prayer and class meetings wore re­
organized, and have since been well attend­
ed The “i* congregations ou the Sab­
bath have materially increased,and continue 
to do so iu a very encouraging manner. 
The last few services have indicated a 
growing interest on the part ot all in re­
gard to the important matters of religion. 
There is also a decided improvement finan­
cially. Quarterly payments have been in­
stituted, which promise to work admirably.

“A Tea-meeting was held at Vlimstore 
last heptembor, in order to raise funds to 
finish the church in that vicinity. One 
hundred and forty dollars were realized. 
There is a fair prospect of bringing this 
euterprize to a successful issue.

“ Our Home Missionary meetings, held 
the first ot October, were a complete suc­
cès*. Vongregations large, ami contribu­
tions very much iu advance ot last year.

“ Wc have been placed at a serious die* 
advantage by the loss of n valuable horse. 
While we have been enabled through the 
kindness of friends to meet nil our appoint­
ments, yet this has proved a great draw­
back in connection with pastoral visitation. 
We hope soon to be placed iu a better |»o- 
sition t<> moot the wants of our charge. In 
the meantime we are humbly endeavoring 
to discharge our duties with diligence aud 
fidelity, knowing “ that in due season we 

wc taint not.**
S. F. IITESTIS, 

Secretary Home Missions. 
Bridgetown, Dec. 17, 1873.

-SUflrrUanroui
OUR EXCHANGES.

The H cslern Christian Ath nctus, ' fn 
uaioo ton lecture by Rev. W. II. Murray.

as com pared with 
allier religions, gives an unequivocal opin-

churches, and champaign beyond to the'ion.- —

the gift of laughter-making lo a had use. 
Ilia lefnres on temperance are well-known 
>o have done an unspeakable amount of 
good to the cause both in England and 
America. Though advancing in years he 
yet exhibits no falling off' in power or ef­
fect His visit to Montreal at present is 
opportune, at It is lectures will serve to sus­
tain and extend a revived interest iu tem­
perance, now prevailing here, in couse-

Belloiel aud Yamaaku mountains. The 
beautifying of the park will be commenced 
in the spring. Within a few years it is 
expected to be for beauty, salubrity, and 
richness of landscape second to no park ou 
the continent.

In Method ini circles the event of this 
week has beeu the Missionary Anniversary 
in Dorchester street church. The preach­
ers were the Rev. Lachlan Taylor, D.D., 
and Rev. Mr. Wells, American Presbyte­
rian. At tho meeting on Monday, Sir A 
Galt occupied the chair. Dr. Taylor gave 
au elaborate description of his tour in the 
North West, aud ot the Province of Mani 
tuba, which is destined to become the home 
of a vast population. At a second meeting 
he detailed more lully the incidents of his 
long journey, and of his first interview with 
the Uree and Blacklèet Indians, which was 
vary entertaining. The subscriptions at 
tho close antouoled $1,632, being consider­
ably more than last year.

All the churches are earnestly at work 
tor Christ and for souls. Nor do they la­
bour in vain. Yet one thing is lacking, 
the full outpouring of the Holy Spirit. This 
is too is promised by Him who cannot lie 
11 is appointed condition is the united prayer 
of His people in faith. The time for the 
week of prayer draws nigh. Then may the 
churches be found with one accord making 
supplication, and white they yet call may 
the God of all grace hear, answer, aud 
pour on his every hill of Sion “ showers ol 
blessing." Truly yours,

December 12, 1873. E B

(Pirruit JJatfUignirc.
OUR HOME MISSIONS.

t-x t RACES FROM qUARTBRLT RKPORTS.7
Diubt Neck.—Bro. Dobson, of Digby 

Neck, writes, November 28th : —
“Although there is no special awakening 

amoug us here, yet the Church is United 
aud steadiest ; and some of those who pro­
fessed to have experienced religion under 
Bro. Giles, seem to endure. We preach 
twice every Sabbath, iu which exercise we i 
try to preseut, as clearly as we can, the 
doctrines of the Bible, as taught by Wes­
leyan s. Onr congregations are good, and 
very attentive to the word preached. The 
prayer aud the class-meeting are well at­
tended ; aud whilst met together on these 
occasions, we often experience the truthful­
ness of the Saviour’s words : *• For where 
two or three are gathered together in My 
name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
While there have been no special awaken­
ing, yet we are encouraged to know that 
Methodism is, every day, taking a firmer 
hold upon the community. Many who have 
been its bitterest enemies, ure now its 
friends.

“ We have held the Home Missionary 
meetings ; the results have been encourag­
ing. Our prayer is, that the Lord will 
own aud bless our humble labors to His 
own glory >U<1 the salvation of souls.”

Sheet Harbor.—Bro. J. W. Shepherd- 
sou, in a letter to the President, dated Nov. 
28, writes as follows concerning this new 
mission : —

“According to instructions, which I found 
awaiting me at Mr. Starr’s, (who received.

Not content with this depreciation of Cltrii- 
tiatt civilization us compared with Hindoo and 
its kindred types, Mr. Murray undertook to 
give facts, as ho called them, for the basis 
of his opinions and deductions. Here be 
made a fatal mistake. Mr. Murray knows 
little or nothing of the subject upon which he 
spoke so glibly, and what little he does know 
is seemd-hand ; while the great part of his 
assumed facts are either partial statements of 
what is rue, or ure pure inventions.

The Boston papers generally, have eon- 
tented themselves with reporting tho lecture, 
but tho Rev. C. H. Carpontor, a fonner mis­
sionary iu Burmub, and who is soon to re­
turn to his work, lias reviewed the lecture in 
the Advertiser, with a spirit of discretion and 
candor, and with a fullness of ittloimalion and 
thoroughness of manner, that must have con­
vinced all who have read his review, how 
false iu fact, how fallacious in reasoning, and 
how calumnious in ifleet wi re Mr. Murray’s 
flippant and sensational utterances! It must, 
moreover, have put the lecturer Oil his in­
quiry, and, if he has any candor or fairness 
or love of truth in him, wo ought to expect a 
retraction.

We can not dismiss Mr. Murray, however, 
without saying, that few people in his own vi­
cinity, who care much for eonsistency either 
in doctrine or practice—few of the best minds, 
either among the clergy or laity—put any 
stress upon any thing ho says. He is a tal- 
tened man, all admit ; lie is a pleasing and 
attractive preacher, and draws great crowds ; 
but sensational and extravagant in speech, 
shallow in doctrine, ill learning, and in 
thought. A clergyman who thinks more, as 
he apparently dues, of his horses than of his 
parishioners, who drives a fast horse for a 
premium, on a nce-eeirse of an agricultural 
fair, iu competition with betting and gamb­
ling men is the style of clergyman ôr pastor 
very much admired as yet ; and there are 
fc*. except tho unthinking rahhle, who will 
accept his tenets or his theories. Sensible 
people do no relish that he who celebrates the 
Lord’s supper on a Sunday, should be tho 
home-trotter ou tho preceding Wednesday or 
Thursday.

Tiiekk. has been a meeting of learned 
Scientific Americans at Portland lately. What 
are their views ot our prospects as denizens 
of this planet may wo inferred from the follow- 
in?. It is quite probable that, while Doctors 
thus differ, the patient may live ia defiance of 
them : —

“ Profeasor Young tells us that the sun is 
nothing but a gigantic spherical mass of gase­
ous matter,which is constantly to he contracted 
by gradual cooling of its outside circumfer­
ence. The central kernel of this huge star 
will always, according to the learned profes­
sor, finally be crusted over with a thick. Im­
pervious coaling, through which neither light 
nor beat Can posaildy reach uc Tho result, 
as far as we are concerned will la» total dark­
ness. intense cold, tho end of auimal liter, and 
a return to primeval chaos.

“ General Barnard—another scientific seer 
—compares the earth to a hollow india rubber 
hall fit ed with molten lead. The spherical 
shape of our globe being.the result ol its rapid 
rotary motion, any accident such us the burst­
ing up of some great volcano, the shock of a 
comet or of a meteoric body, would t pen a 
vent through the thin rind upon which we live 
whereupon the incandescent matter would at
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