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and pork in my knapsack, quenching my thirst from
a brook,and resting my weary limbs on the leaves of
the trees. Thanks be to God ! he compensate me
for all my toil, for many precious souls were awak-
ened and converted to God.”

‘This year, also, Methodism was introduced intc
the city of Charleston, South Carolina. In the latter
)art of Ee!vruary, Bicshop Asbury, Jesse Lee, and
Tenry Willis set off on a visit to this place. Mr.
Willis preceded the others and gave out: their ap-
pointments ; and after preaching in sundry places
on their way, they arrived at Charleston on Satur-
day, Feb..%th, and on Sabbath morning Mr. Lee
%roaqhed in an old mecting house lelonging to the

aptists, which had heen procured for that purpose.
While here they lodged with Mr. Edgar Wells, a re-
spectable merchant, who, though a man of the world.
courteously entertained the messengers of the Loril.
Oan their arrival he was preparing to attend the thea-
tre, bat his plans of amusement were abandoned, and
the worship of God was set up in his family. The
consequence was, that he became awakened 10 a
sense of bis sinfulness, and after a struggle for about
ten days, was brought into Gospel liberty.

This was the commencement of Methwdism in this
place ; for although Mr. Wesley visited Charleston
in 1736, and Mr. Pillmore in 1778, thrir visits were
but transient, and feft no permanent in:pression upon
the minds of the people. After preaching a few times,
Mr. Lee left the city with a view to labor in other

vlaces, but Bishop Asbury remained until the 9th of
arch, preaching every evening, and sometimes in
the morning, tothe people, explaining to them  the
essential doctrines’’ of Methodism ; and he says, ¢!
loved and pitited the people, and left some under
gracious impressions.”

Soon after the arrival of Dr. Coke, in 1784, he an/l
Mr. Asbury enterc’l into a consultation respecting
the expediency of establishing a literary institution
for the education of the sonsof our preachers, and
others who might wish to share in its benefits.

The site selectcd for the college buildings, which
wns on a rising ground in the town of Abingdon,
about twenty-five miles from Baltimore, is thus de-
scribed by Dr. Coke :—

“'I'he situation delights me more than ever.
There is not, I believe, a puint of it, from whence the
cye has not n view at least of twenty miles ; and in
somoe parta the prospect extends even to fifty miles in
fength. ‘The water part forms one of the most beau-
tiful views in the United States; the Chesapeake
Bay in dll its grandcur, with a_fine navigable river,
the Susquehanna, which empties itself into it, lying
exposed to view through a great extent of country.”

On this spot a noble brick building was erected,
ane hundred and eight feet in length, -and forty in
breadth ; and the house wns conviently divided for
lodging the students, and for recitation rooms, etc.
"Through the solicitations of Dr. Coke and Bishop
Asbury, nearly five thousand dollars had been secur-
ed by subscriptions and donations, when they coin-
menced building ; and before the rooms were entire-
ly finished a school was openci with a few scholars.
On the 8th, 9th, and 10th days of December, 1786,
the college was openel with religious exercises, and
Bishop Asbury preached a scrmon on each day, the
dedication sermon being delivercd on sabbath ; but
after being in successiul operation far about ten
yenrs, it was consumed by fire.

It seems to have been the opinion of Bishop Asbu-
ry, that this destruction of the college buildings was
an indication of divine Providence that it was no part
of the duty of the Methodist Episcopal Church to en-
gage in founding and raising up eolleges. It appears to
us, however, that on the samne principle of reasoning,
we might refuse to builda church, or a dwelling
house, or even to embark in any business, which
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might be injured by the elements. Job's repeated
losses were permitted to try his patience, .n'.i“m-“
might have been permitted for a similar effect on'
the Church.

But althouzh Bishop Ashury wae dispirited in res-
pect to building ecolleges; Dr. Coke, entouraged by
the generosity of a number of wealtby friends in the
vicinity of Ahingdon, who sympathigzed with the suf-
ferers, and also felt a deep interest in the cause of
education, determined to make another effort. To
aid him in his design, a number of friends in the city
of Bajtimore, after consulting together, immedintnly
subscribed about four thousand five hundred dollars
towards erectinz a new buildinz on the snme premi-
ges.  Ascertnining, however, that there was a large
building in Baltimore which would answer the pne-
pose, they purchased the premises for the sum ef
about twenty-two thousand dollars,

The ground and building thus purchased being
more than wac<needed for the college, the hrethren
in Baltimore determined to crect a new church on a
part of the premises. This was nccordingly done,
anil the church and college were fitted up for use, and
the college was opencd with a fuir prospect of suc-
ces®, even more promising than what had appeared
in Cokeshury College ; but unhappily a sinular fate
awaited it.

Through the impruderce of a few boys who hed
heen making a bonfire with some shavines in an ad-
joining house, theflames were communiented to the
house in which they were nssemblod, and thence to
the church and college, which were, after ineffee--
tual attempts to extinguish the flames, entirely con-
sumed. ‘T'hos were the hopes of the friends of edu-
cation azain biasted by the sudden destructiontof
these buildings, by which the Methodists lost not lese
than forty-four thousand dallars, and the cause of
learning was abandoned in despaiv by the Methodist
Episcopal Cnurch for a number of yeare,  Other de-
nominations, however, inthe ciiy of Ba'timore, syin-
pathised with the Methédists in the loss of their
church, and offered their churches for them to agsem-
Lle in until they could repair their own.,  This gene.
rous offer was thankfully accepted and they oecu -
pied these houses until they euccrded in crecting
another.

Having thuas traced the commea.ement and termni-
nation of this laudable effurt to i Fise n knowledge of
literature and science nmong the .conle, we willnow
return to notice the progress : [ the gener:l work.
Immediately after the adjournment of the conferenca
in Baltimore, Dr. Coke rcturned to Furope.  Tho
doctor’s talcnts as a preacher, his Christinn and
gentlemanly deportment, and disinterested zeal in
thé cause of God in general, and for Methodism in
particular, gnined for hiin a reputation,inf{iuence, and
respect which will endure as long as Weslcynn Metho-
dism shall continuc to bless these United States.

Coromprrs Asp Lurner.—''wenty years ool{ in-
tervened between the discovery of America and the
first preaching of Luther. 'Y'he Christian scholsr
may be pardoned if he linzers for a moment upon
the analogy which subuists between these remarkable
events. Columbus, pursuing Lis perilous course
across the Atlantic, and led forward by the single
star of lofty and inejuring hope, may be regarded as
no inapt emblem of that adventurous reformer, who
embarked on a stormicr sea than ever rocked the
pillow of the intrepid sailor. How mighty the en-

terprise of both ! How mngnificent the result ' A

land of beauty opened its flowery valleys to the na-
blossomed he-

vigator ; hut aricl»r land of promise
fore the eyves of the reformer.
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