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“The thross of recovery from drowning
more painful tban the drownin,

to Io:-llut’- delight, reached the point o

L . Gradually, fromincokerent questions as

%0 where be was, and by whom and bow
been saved, he reverted to the
The doubt of the victory
his faculties to full return, a result
mot s little by 8 long rest—such as
be had on their frail s

“Our rescue, 1 see, depends upon the
I sce a'so what thon
done for me, To epeak fairly, thou
saved my life at the risk of thy own,
¥ make the acknowledgment broad!
ver cometb, thou bast
- More than that, if fortune
_@atve me kindly, and we get well out of
do thee such fivour as
meth a Roman who hath power and
to prove his gratitude. Yet,
seen if, with thy good intent,
- done nlllo 8 :oxgdnu,:; 4;:,
s Speaking to thy goodwill”—he
ted—*‘I would exact of thee a p:
mise to do me, in a certain event, the
* greatest favour one man can do another—
me have thy pledge now.”
g be not furbidden, I will do

a son of Har, the
Jow 1" he pext asked,
© - “Itis ae I have said.”
 “I knew thy father”—
b drew himself pearer, for the
was weak—be drew nearer,
erly—at l:st he thought
. &0 hear of home.

, and loved him,” Arrius

There was another pause, during which
the apeaker's thought.
be proceeded, “that
# 80 of his, bast not heard of Cato
rutas, They were very grest men,
oad aever as great asin death, In thelr
dying, they left this law—A R,
mot -nrﬂ:"e his good fortune, Art thou

womethiog diverted
“It canmot be,”

“It ia & custom of gontlemen in Rome
og. There is one on my haad.

He held the baad to Judab, who did as

“Now put it on thine own hand.”

“The trinket bath its uses,” said Arrius
moxt, “Ihave property aud money. [ am
accounted rich even in Rome,
family. Show th

e riug to my freedman,
who bath contr : 4

ol in my absence ; you will
villa near Misenum, Tell
me to thee, and ask any-
be may bave; he will not
If I live, I will do
ill make thee free,
y home and people ;
8t give thyae!f to the pursuit
thee most. Dost thou bear!”
“I could not choose but hear,”

“Then pledge me,
gcod tribune, I am & Jow."”

y God, then, or in the form most
y faithb—pledge me to
now, aud as I tell thee;
let me have thy promise

, [ am warned by thy
‘manper to expect something of gravest
Tell me thy wish firat.”

ou promise then 1"

ive the pledge, and—
of my fathers ! yonder

better by thee, I w
aud restore thee to th

do what I tell thee

‘“That were to
Blessed be the Go
cometh a ship !"

“In what direction 1"

“From the north,”

¢Canet thou tell her sationality by
¥ service hath been at the

“Hath she a fl g ?”
‘I cannot see one.”
Arrlus remained
apparently in dee
“Does the ship hold this way yet " he
at length asked.
“43till this way.”
“Lock for the fl'g now.”
*‘She hath none.”
“Nor auy other ¢ign 1"
“She bath a rail set, and is of three
bonke, and cometh swift)ly—that {s all I
.80 say of her.”
“A Roman in triumph would bave out
She muet be an enemy,
Hear now,” eaid Arrius, becoming grave
agsin, “‘bear, while yet I may speak,
the galley be a pirate, thy life i eafe; they
may not give thee freedom; they may put
thee to the oar again; but they will not
%ill thee. Oa the other hand, I"—
The tribune faltered.
*“‘Perpol I"" he ccniinued resolutely.
ewm oo old to submit to dishomnor.
Rome, let them tell how Q iintas Arriue,
25 became & Roman tiibmue, went down
with his sbip in the midst of the foe,
This is whet I would bave thee do.
the galley prove a pirate, puch me from
the plank and drown me,
hear? Swear, thou wilt do it,”
¢J will not ewear,” eaid Ben. Hur firmly;
“neither will I do the deed. The Law,
awhbich Is to me mott binding, O tribune,
wpould make me answerable for thy life
"Take back the ring”—he took the seal
from bis finger—*“take it back, aud all thy
ypromises of favour in the event of deliv-
A The jadgmont which

«=1y from this peril,

ve thy gift to the sea. S:e,

Heo tossed the ring away, Arrius heard
lash where it struck and ssuk, though
not look,
'hou hast done a foolish thing,” be
; “foolish for ome plsced es thou art.
not dependent upon thee for death.
thread I can break without tby
if I do, what will become of
determined on death prefer
bands of others, for the reason
soul which Piuato giveth us is
us at the thought of self destruc-
n; that is all. If the ship be a pirate, I
will eecape from the world. My mind 1s
fixed. I am & Roman, Buccess and
bonor are all in all. Yet I would have
served thee; thou wouldst not, The rin
was the onfy witness of my will available
in this situstion, We are both lost, I
will die regretting the victory and glory
wrested from me; thou wilt live to die a
little later, mourning the pious duties
undone because of this folly. I pity thee.”

Ben Hur eaw the consequences of bis
sct more distinctly than befure, yet he did
not falter.

““In the three years of my servitude, O
tribune, thou wert the first to look upon
me kindly. No, no! There was another.”
The voice dropped, the eyes became
bhumid, and he ssw plainly as if it were
then before him the face of the boy who
belped him to s drink b! the old we!l at
Nazareth, “At lesst,” he proceeded,
‘thou wert the first to ask me who I was;
and if, when I reacked out and caught
thee, blind and sinking the last time, I,
too, had thought of the msny ways in
which thou couldst be useful to me in my
wretcheduees, still the act was not ail
selfish; this I pray you to believe, More-
over, seeing as God giveth me to know,
the ends I dream of are to be wrought by
fair means alone, As s thing of con:
science, 1 would rather die with thee than
be thy slayer. My mind is firmly set as
thine; though thou wert to offsr me all
Rome, O tribupe, and it belonged to thee
to make the gift good, I would not kill
thee, Thy Cato and Brutus were aslittle
children compared to the Hebrey whose
law & Jew must obey.”

“But my request., Hast"—

“Thy command would be of more
weight, and that would not move me, I
bave said.”

B)th became silent, waiting.

Beu Har looked often at the comiog
ship. Arrius rested with closed eyes,
indifferent.

“Are thou sure she is an enemy ?” Ben.
Hur asked.

I think so,” was the reply.

“She stops, and puts & boat over the
eide,”

“Dost thou see her flag 1"

“Is there no other eign by which she
may be known if Roman 1’

*If Roman, she hath & helmet over the
mast's top.”

“Then be of cheer. I see the helmet.”

Still Arrine was not sssured.

“The men in the small boat are taking
in the people efloat, Pirates are mnot
bumage.”

“They may need rowers,” Arrius re.
licd, recurrivg, possibly, to times when
Ee bad made reecues for the purpose,
Ben Hur was very watchful of the
actions of the strangers.

“The ehip moves ¢ff,” he sid,

“Whither 1"

“Over on our right there is a galiey
which I take to be deserted. The vew-
comer heade towards it, Nuw she is
alougside. Now she is sending men
aboard.”

Then Arrius opened his eyes and threw
off his calm,

“Tbank thou thy Gud,” he said to Ben.

Hur, after a look at the galleys, “thank
thou tby God, as I do my many gods.
A pirate would sink, not eave,
yon ship. By the act and the
helmet on the mast I know a Roman,
The victory is mine. Fortune hath not
deserted me. We are raved. Wave thy
band—call to them—b.ing them tluickly.
I ¢hall ba dunmvir, and thou! knew
thy father, and loved him, He was a
prince indeed. He taught me a Jew was
not a barbarian. I will take thee with me,
I will make thee my son. Give thy God
thanks, and call the sailors, Haste! The
purcuit must be kept, Not a robber shall
escape. Hasten then !”
Judsh raised himself upon the plank,
and waved his band, and called with aii
bis might; at Jast he drew the attention
of the sailors in the small boat, and they
were speedily taken up,

Arrius was received on the ga'ley with
all the honours due a hero 80 the favour.
ite of Fortune. Upon a couch on the
deck he heard the particulars of the con.
ciusion of the fight, When the survivors
afluat upon the water were all saved, and
the prize secured, he epread his flag of
commandant anew, and hurried northward
to rejoin the fleet and perfect the victory.
In due timo the fifty vessels coming down
the channel closed in upon the fugitive
pirates, and crushed them utterly; not
oneescaped. Toawell the tribune’s glory,
twenty galleys of the enemy were cap.
tured,

Upon his return from the cruise, Arriue
had warm welcome on the mole at
Misenum. The young man attending
him very early attracted the attention of
his friends there; and to their questions
a8 to who he was the tribune proceeded in
the most sff.ctionate manner to tell the
etory of his rescue and introduce the
stranger, omitting carefully all that per-
talned to the latter's previous history.
At the end of the narrative, he called
Ben-Hur to him, aud ssid, with a bhand
resting affectionately upon his shoulder :

“‘Good friends, this is my son and heir
who, as he is to take my property—if it
be the will of the gods that I leave any—
shall be know to you by my name, I
pray you all to love him as you love me "’

Speedily, as opportunity permitted, the
adoption was formally perfocted. And in
such manuer the brave Roman kept his
faith with Ben-Hur, giving him Eapxy
introduction into the imperial world,
The month succeeding Arrins’ return, the
armilustrium  was celebrated with the
utmost magnificence in the theatre of
Scaurus, Oae sde of the structure was
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TaKEN FROM THE PIRATES IN THE GULF

BY
QUINTUS ARRIUS,

BOOK FOURTAH.,
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ECHILLER, Don Carlos (At iv, Be. xv,)

The month to which we ro¥ come is
8 | Jaly, the year that of our Lord 28, and
the place Auntioch, then Qieen of the
East, and pext to Rome the strongest, if
not themost populous eity In the world,

here 1s an opinion that the ey'rava.
gance and dissoluteness of the ajge had
their origin in Rome, and spread thence
throughout the empire; that the great
cities bat reflacted the manners of their
mistress on the Tiber,
doubted.  Tha reaction of the conqnest
would seem to have been upon the morals
In Greece she found
ring of corruption;so a's> in Egypt; and
e student, baving ¢xhansted the sub; ect,
will cloee the books assured that the flow
of the demoraliz'ng river was from the
east westwardly, and that'this very city of
Autioch, one of the oldest seats of Assyr-
ian power and splendour, was a principal
source of the deadly stream.

A traneport galley entered the mouth
of the river Ocoutes from the blue waters
It waa in the forenoon.
heat was great, yet all on board who could
avail themselves of the privilege were on
deck—Ben Hur amon

The five years bad

of the conqueror.

rought the young
Jew to perfici mwanhood. Tnough the
robe of white linen in whichhe was attired
tomewhat macked his form, his appear.
ance was unusually attractiva,
bour and more he had cccupied & seat in
the ehade of the rail, and in that time
several follow-parsengers of his own
nationality had tiied to engage him in
couver:ation, but without avail. His
replies to their questions bad been brief,
though gravely courteous, and in the
The purity of his speech,
his cultivated manners, his reticence,
served to stimulate their curiosity the
Such as obeerved him closely
were struck by an incongruity between
his demeanour, which had the ease and
ce of & pa‘rician and certain poiuts of
person. Thus his arms were dispro-
portiouately long; and when, to s
himeelf against the motion of the v
he took hold of anything near by, the size
of his hands and their evident power com-
pelled remark; so the wonder whs snd
What he was mized continually with s
wish to know the particulars of his life.
Ip other words, bis air cannot be better
deecribed than as & notice—This man has

The galley, in coming, had stopped at
one of the ports of Cyprus, and picked
up a Hebrew of most respectable appear-
ance, quiet, reserved, paternal. Ben-Har
ventured to ask him some qnestions; the
replies won his coufilence, and resulted
finally in an ex‘ended conversation.

It chanced also that as the galley from
Cyprus entored the receiving bay of the
Orontes, two other vessels which had been
eea met it and passed
into the river at®he same time ; and as
they did eo, both the strangers threw out
small flgs of brightest yellow, There was
much conjacture as to the meaning of the
i At length & passenger addressed
himsslf to the respectable Hebrew for in-
formation upon the suhj ‘ct.
kuow the meaning of the fligs,”
be replied ; “they do not siguify national-
ity—they are merely marks of owner-

eighted out in th

*Has the owner many ships 1"

“You know him 7"

“I have dealt with him.”

The passengere looked at the speaker as
if requesting him to go on,
listened with iuterest.

“He lives in Antioch,” the Hebrew con-
tinued in his quiet' way, “That he is
vastly rich has brought him into motice,
and the talk about him fe not al ways kind.
There u<ed to be in J:ruslem a pricce of
very ancient family named Har.”

Judah strove to be compo:ed, yet his
heart beat gnicker.

“The prince wasa merchaut, with a
geniue for business, He set on foot many
some reaching far East,

In the great cities he
had branch houses.
Antioch was in charge of & man said by
some to have been a family servant called

The master was drowned at sea.
His business, however, went on, and was
scarcely less prosperous,
misfortune overtook the family, The
prince’s only son, nearly grown, tried to
kill the procarator Gratus in one of the
streets of Jerusalem, He failed by a
narrow chance, and has not since been
In fact, the Roman’s rage
took in the wh)le house—not one of the
name was lefc alive,
sealed up, and is now a rookery for
pigeon:; the estate was ¢ mfiscated; every-
thing that could be tracad to the owner.
ship of the Hurs was confiscated. The
procurator cured his hurt with a golden

Their palace was

The passengers laughed,
“You mean he kept the property,” eaid

“They say so,” the Hebrew roplied; I
am only telling a story as I received it,
And, to go on, Simouides, who had been
the prince’s agent here in Autioch, opened
trade in a short time on bis ow,
and in a rpace incredibly brief
master merchant of the city. In imita-
tion of his master, he sent caravams to
India; aud on the sea at present he has
galleys enough to make a royal floet,
T'hey siy nothing goes amiss with him.
His camels do not die,
his ships never found
cbip iuto the river, it will come bock to

except of old age,
er; if he throw a

the ;n-'- roperty ready at band

horscs, -ttlo,’ huuees, ludynull. da.
The money could not be foud. “T'
there must bave been vast sums of it
What became of it has been an unsolved

wystery,”
!-:?to me,” naid s pamsenger with o

meer,
“l understand you,” the Hebrew
soswered. “O:hers bave had “ycu idea

fs 8 common belief, The procurator is of
that opinion—or he bas been—for twice
in five years he has unﬂh the merchant,
and put bim to torture.

Judab griped the rope he was holding
with force,

“It 1s ,” the marrator continued,
“that there is not & sound bome in the
man's body. The last time I saw him he
sat {n 8 chalr, & shapeless eripple, propped
agalast cashions.”

“So tortured!” exclaimed several listen-
ems in & breath,

*‘Disease could not have ﬂpvoduosd such
s deformity, 8till the suffering made no
impression upon him, All he bad was
his lawfally, and he was making lawfal
use of it—that was the most they wrung
from him, Now, however, be is past
persecution. He bas & licence to trade
signed by Tiberius himeelf.”

“He paid roundly for it, I warrant,”

“These ships are his,” the Hebrew con-
tinued, passing the remark, “It is a
custom smong his cailors to salute each
other upun meeting by throwing out
yellow flrge, sight of which is as much as
to say, ‘We have had a fortunate voyage.’”

Tha story ended there.

Wh:n the tranaport was fairly in the
channel of the river, Judah spoke to the
Hobrew.

“What was the name of the merchant’s
master]”

“Ben.Hur, Prioce of Jerasalem.”

“What became of the prince’s family?”

“The boy was sent to the galleys, I
may say he is dead. One year is the
ordinary limit of life under that sentence,
The widow and daughter have not been
heard of; thoss who know what became
cf them will not epeak. They died doubt.
less in the cells of one of the castles which
epot the waysides of Jades.”

Judah walked to the pilot’s quarter,
So ahsorbed was he in thought that he
scarcely moticed the shores of the river,
which from ses to city were surpass-
ingly beautiful with o-chards of all
the Syrian fruits and vines, clustered about
villas rich as those of Neapolis. No more
did he observe the vessels passing in an
endless flzet, nor hear the singing and
shouting of the sailors, some in labsur,
some in merriment. The eky was full of

sunlight, lying in hazy warmth upon the
land and the water; nowhere except over
his life was there a shadow,

Oace only he awoke to & momentary
interest, and that was when eome one

pointed out the Grove of Daphne, dis- '

cernible from a bend in the river,

CHAPTER II.
IN SEARCH.

When the city came into view, the
assengers were on deck, eager that noth-
ng of the scene might escape them, The

table Jew already introduced to the
reader was the principal spokesman.

“The river here runs to the west,”
he said, in the way of general answer. “I
remember when it washed the base of the
walls; but as Roman subjects we have
lived in peace, and, as slways bappens in
such times, trade has had its will; now the
whole river front is taken up wiih wharves
and docks. Yonder”—the speaker pointed
southward—‘‘is Mount Casius, or as these
people love to call it, the Mountains of

oew eity, connecting it with five great
vhlnm’n solid time has mede no impres-
don upon them, nor floods mor earth-
quekes. Of the main town, my friendr, [
tave only to say you will be bappler all
your lives for baving seen it.”

As he concluded, the ship turned and
made slowly for her wharf under the wall,
biinging even more fairly to view the life
with 'gloh the river at that point was
powessed. Finally, the lines were theown,
the oare -Islpsed, and the voyage was
done. Then Ben-Hur sought the respect-
able Hobrew,

“Let me trouble you a moment before
saying farewell.”

'he man bowed ament.

“Your story of the merchant has made
me curlous to ees bim. You called him
Simonides 7"

“Yes. Ho lsa Jow with a Greek name.”

g b LR

eeq nCco gave & ¢ 00
before be answered,

“I may save you mortification, He s
pot & money-lender,”

“Noram I a money borrower,” said
Ben Hur, emiling at the other’s shrewd-

nees,

The man raiced his head and conaldered
an instant.

“Oue would think,” he then replied,
‘‘that the richest merchant in Aatioch
would have & house for business corres-
ponding to his wealth; but if you would
fiod him in the day, follow the river to

on bridge, under which he quarters in a
{nildin that looks like & buttress in the
wall, fore the door there is an im-
mense landing, always cover«d with car.
goes come and to go, The flzet that lies
moored there is his. Yoa caunot fail to
find him.”

“I give you thanks.”

“The peace of our fathers go with you.”

“And with you.”

With that they separated . z

Two street porters, loaded with his bag-
&%ge, reccived Ben-Hur’s orders upon the
wharf,

“To the citadel,” he sail; a direction
which implied an official military connec-
tion,

Two great streets, cutting each other at
right angles, divided the city into quer.
ters. A curious and immense structure,
called the Nympbmam, arose at the
foot of the one running morth and
south. When the porters turned south
there, the new comer, though fresh from
Rome, was am¢z:d at the magnificence of
the avenue. Oa the right and left there
were pa'aces, and between them extended
indefioately double colonnades of marble,
leaving separate ways for footmen, beasts,
and chariots ; the whole under shade, and
cooled by fountains of incessent flow.

Ben-Hur was not in a mood to enjry
the spectacle, The story of Simonides
hsunted him.  Arrived at the Omphalus
—a monument of four arches wide as the
streets, euierbly i Uustrated, aad erected
to himeelf by Epiphanes, the eighth of the
lSnielem:idm— e saddenly changed his

nd.

“I will not go to the citadel to might,”
he said to the porters, “Take me to the
kban nearest the bridge on the road to
Selucia.”

The party faced about, snd in good
time he was deposited in a public-house of
primitive but ample construction, within
stone’s throw of the bridze under which
old Simonides bad his quarters. He lay
upon the house top through the night, In
his iuner mind lived the thought, “Now—
now I will hear of home—and mother—and
the dear little Tirzah, If they are on
earth, I will ind them.”

CHAPTER III,
DISAPPOINTED
Next day early, to the megleet of the
city, B-n Hur sought the house of Simon-

Ocontes, looking actoss to its brother | ides. Through an embattled gateway he

Amnue in the north; su?d between them l
lies the Piain of Antioch. Farther on are !

the Black Mountaius, whence the Ducts
of the Kinge bring the purest water to
wash the thirsty streets and people; yet
they are forests in wilderness state, dense,
and full of birds and beasts.”

““Where is the lake 1" one asked.

“Over north there. You can take horse,

if you wish to see it,—or, better, a buut', !

passed toa continuity of wharves ; thence
up the river midst a busy press, to the
Seleucian Bridge, under which he paused
to take in the ecene,

There, directly under the bridge, was
the merchant’s house, a mass of f“i stone,
unhewn, referrible to no style, looking, as
the vo, lger had descrived it, like a but-
tress o?t e wall against which it leaned.
Two immense doorsin front communi

for a tributary connects it with the river,” ! cated with the wharf. Some holes near

“The Grove of Dapbne?” he said to a
third inquirer, “Nob.dy can describeit ;
on:iy beware! It was begun by Apollo,
sn

Olympue, People go there for one look—
just one—and mever come away, They
have a saying which tells it all— Better be
s worm and feed on the mulberries of
Daphne than a king’s gueat.’”
‘:Phsa you advise me to stay away from
?

“NotI! Go you will. Everybody
goee, cynic philosopher, virile toy, women,
and prieste—all go, So sure am I of
what you will do that I assume to advice

you. Do not take quarters in the city— |

that will be loss of time; but go at onee to
the village in the edge of the grove. The
way is through & garden, under the spray
of fountains, The lovers of the god and
his Permin maid built the town; and in
its porticos and paths and thousand
retreats you will fiad characters and habits
and sweets of kinds elsewhere impossible,
Bat the wall of the city! there it is, the
masterpiece of Xermus, the master of
mural architecture,”

All eyes followed his pointing finger.

“This part was raised by order of the
first of the Seleucidee, Three hundred
years have made it part of the rock it rests
apon,”

Tae defence jistified the encominm,
High, solid, and with many bold angles,
it curved southwardly out of view,

“Oa the top there are four hundred
tiwers, each a reservoir of water,” the
Hebrew continued. “Look now! Over
the wall, tall as it is, cee in the distance
two hills, which you may kuow as the
rival crests of Sulpius. The structure on
the farther one is the citadel, garrisoned
all the year round by & Roman legion,
Opposite it this way rises the Temple of
Jupiter, and under that the front of the
legate’s residence—a palace full of offi :es,
and yet & fortress llgainst which a mob
would da:h harnlessly as & south wind.”

At thie point the sailors began taking in
sail, whereupon the Hebrew exclaimed
heartily, ““See ! you who hate the sea, and
you who have vows, get ready your curses
and your prayers. The bridge yonder,
over which the road to Seleucia is carried,
marke the limit of navigation, What the
ship unloada for further transit, the camel

; the top, heavily barred, served as win.

dows. Weeds waved from the crevices,

pLiw A feeiop ;lnd in places black moes splotched the
comple y him. He prefers it to

otherwise bald stones,

The doors were open. Through one of
them business went in ; through the other
it came out ; and there was burry, burry
in all ite movements.

On the wharf there were piles
oi goods in every kind of pack.
ages, and groups of alaves, etripped to
ﬂ;o walst, goiug about in the abandon of

T,

Below the bridge lay a flset of galleys,
some loading others unloading. A yeliow
flag blew out from each masthesd. *From
fleet and wharf, and from ship to ehip, the
bondmen of traffis passed in clamorous
counter-currents,

Above the bridgs, across the river, a
wall rose from the water's edge, over
which towered the fanciful cornices and
turrets of an imperial palace, covering
every foot of the island spoken of in the
Hebrew’s description. Bat, with all its
suggestions, Ben-Hur mrcefy noticed it,
Now, at last, he thought to hear of his
people—this, certainly, if Simonides had
indeed been his father’s slave, Bat would
the man scknewledge the relation? That
would be to glve up his riches and the
sovereignty of trade o royally witnessed
on the wharf and river, And what was of
still greater consequences to the merchant,
it would be to forego his career in the
midet of amazing success, and yield him-
self voluntarily once more & slave. Sim.
ple thought of the demand ssemed a
monstrous audacity. Stripped of diplo-
matic address, it was to say, You are my
llll:e; give me all you have, and—your-
self.

Yot Ben-Hur derived strength for the

interview from faith in his rights and the | 8

hope uppermost in his heart, If the
story to which he was yielding were true,

Simonides belonged to him, with all he | b

had. Fur the wealth, be it said in jastice,
he caved nothing. When he startea to the
door determined in mind, it was with a
promise to himself—“Lot him tell me of
mother and Tirzab, and I will give him his
freedom without sccount,”

He passed boldly into the house,

The interior was that of a vast depot
where, in ordered spaces, and under esre.

there. Ahnﬂnhﬂchqz
m:d upon which Calinicas built

ful asrangement, goods of every kind
wore beaped and pent. Thonqhﬁo light
was murky sod the air otifling, mea
moved about briskly; and in places he saw
workmen with sswe snd hammers maki
Lukqu fur shipments, Down s
tween the plles he walked slowly, won-
dering if the man of whose genius there
were bere such aboundirg proof could
have been his father's slave? If so, to
what class had he belonged? If a Jow,
was he the son of a servant! Or washes
debtor or adebtor'sson ? Oc had he been
::nuu:d and sold Pil‘l‘:l. tlh-.'t wﬂ:
oughts, as b Do
turbed t! ‘ohzng respect for the mer-
chant of which he was each instant more
and more conscious, A pecaliarity of our
admiration for another is that it is sl ways
looking for circumstances to jastify iteelf,
ﬁnl:ngth aman approached and spoke
to

“What would you have ?”

“I would see S monides, the merchant,”

“Will you come this way 1"

By & number of paths left in the stow-
age they finally came to a flight of steps;
mndlnﬁ which, he found bimself on the
roof of the depot, and in front of a struc.
ture which cannot be better described
than as s lesser stone house bailt upon
snother, invisible from the landing below,
sud out west of the bridge under the open
sky. The roof, hemmed in by a low wall,
seemed like a terrace, which, to his aston.
ishment, was brilliant with flowers; in the
rich sarrounding, the house sat squat, s
sluln square block, unbroken exupt:ly .

oorway in front. A dastless path led to
the door, through a bordering of shrubs of
Persisn rose in perfect bloom, Breathing
[ :‘;net altar-perfume, he followed the
guide,

At the end of a darkened passage within,
they stopped before a curtain half parted.
The man called out :

“A stranger to see the master,”

A clear voice replied, “Ia God's name,
let him enter.”

A Roman might have called the apait-
ment futo which the visitor was ushered
his atrium. The walls were panelled;
each panel was comparted like & modern
office desk, and each compartment crowded
with labelled folios all filemot with sge
and  use, Between the  panels,
and above and below them were
borders of wood once white, now tinted
like cream, and carved with marvellous
intricacy of design,  Above a cornice of
gilded balls, the ceiling rose in pavilion
style until it broke into a shallow dome
eet with hundreds of panes of violet mica,
permitting a flood of light delicioluli
reposeful.  The floor was carpeted wit
grey rugs so thick that an invading foot
fell half buried and soundless,

In the midlight of the room were two

ersons,—a man resting on a chair high-

ked, broad-armed, sni lined with
pliant cushione: and at bis left, leaning
against the back of the chair, a girl well
forward into womanhood. Atsight of
them Ben.Hur felt the blood redden his
forehead; bowing, as much to recover
himself as in respect, he lost the lifting of
the hands, and the shiver and shrink with
which the sitter caught sight of him,—an
emotion as swift to go as it had been to
come, When he raised his eyes the two
were in the same position, except
that the girl's hand had fallen and was
reeting lightly upon the elder's shoulder;
bo:h of them were regarding him fixedly.

“If you are Simonides, the merchant,
and & Jew”—Ben- Hur stopped an instant
“then the peace of the God of our father
Abrabam upon you and—yours,”

The last word was addressed to the girl,

“I am the Simonides, of whom you
speak, by birthright & Jew,” the man
made answer in a vcice singularly clear,
“I am Simonides, and a Jew; and I re.
turn you your salutation, with prayer to
know who calls upon me,”

Ben-Hur looked as he listemed, and
where the figure of the man should have
been in healthful rounduess, there was
only & formless heap sunk in the depths
of the cushions, aud covered by a quilted
robe of sombre ailk. Over the heap shone
8 head royally proportioned—the ideal
head of a stateman and conqueror—a head
broad of base and domelike in front, such
a8 Angelo would have modelled for Cssar.
White hair dropped in thin locks over the
white brows, deepening the blackness of
the eyes shining through them like sullen
lights. The face was bloodless, and much
puffed with folde, erpecially under the
chin, In other words, the head and face
were those of & man who might move the
world more readily than the world could
move him—a man to be twice twelve times
tortured into the shapeless cripple he was,
without & EN‘"' much less & confession;
& man yield bis life, but never a purpose
ora point; a man born in armour, and
sssailable only through his loves. To him
Ben.Hur stretched hands, open and
palm up, as he would offer peace at the
same time he asked it. -

“I am Judah, son of Ithamar, late head
of the House of Hur, and prince of Jern-
salem,”

The merchant’s right hand lay outside
the robe —a long thin hand, articulate to
deformity with suffering. It closed
tightly; otherwise there was not the slight-
eat expression of feeling of any kind on
bis part; nothing to warraut an infer-
ence of surprise or interest; nothing bat
this calm aanswer :

“The princes of J erusalem, of the pure
blood, are always welcome in my house;
you are welcomes, Give the young man
& seat, Esther,”

The girl too an ottoman near by, and
carrled it to Ben-Har, As she arose from
placing the seat, their eyes met,

“The peace of our Lord with you,’
she said modestly, “Be seated and at
rest.”

When she resumed her place by the
chair, she had not devined his purpose.
The powers of woman go not so far; if
the mgtter is of finer feeling, such as pity,
mercy, sympathy, that she detects; and
therein s & difference between her and
man which will endure as long as she
remains, by nature, alive to such feelings.

he was simply sure he brought some
wound of life for healing.

Beg-Hur did not take the offered seat,
at said, deferentially, “I pray thegood
mastur Simonides that he will not hold
mean intruder. Coming up the river
yesterday I heard you knew my father,”

To BE CONTINUED,

For THE coMPLEXION,—For Pimples,
Blotches, Tan, and all itching tumors of

the skin, use Prof, Low’s Magic Salphur
Soap.

Forty Years Ago

How wouderous are the change
8ince forty years ago

‘When girls wore woolen dresses
And Loys wore pants of LOWw,
hen shoes were made of oalf-
And socks of home-spun wool!

And children did & haif-deys w
Before the hour of school

The girls took music lessons, Ji
Upun thespinning wheel

i T

n the spin )

The boys gonld ride bare-back
A dogen wiles or so,

And hurry off before ’'twas day,
Bome forty years ago.

.’ozlo rode to meeting, Jim
™ sleds instead of sleighs,
wagons rode as easy, Jim,

As buggies now-a-days.

And oxen answered well for tea
Though now they’d be too slov

For people lived not half s0 fus!
Bome lorty years ago.

O, well I do remember, Jim,
That O'Rourke’s putent stove

That father bought and paid for
1n cloth our girls had wove;

And how the neighbors wonder
When we got the thing to go

They said it would burst and ki
Bome forty years ago.

Yes, everything is different, Jin
From what 1t used to was,

For men are always tamperirg,
With Goa’s great natural luw

But what on earth we’re comix

s anybody know ?

For everything has changed g0

Bince forty years ago.

————————

RELIGIOUS ENGLA

CONDITION OF ENGLISH CATI
TRASTED WITH THE SE

A correspondent of the Balti
bas lately been taking a pe
Churches of Great Britain, a
ally gives a very interestiog
the condition of Catholics ther

“England is a Protestant cot
is no mistake about that,
moment I firet landed en th
felt I was in & land in which
was tolerated, but had ab
power whatever. I suppoee
are some 2,000,000 Cathelics ;
Scotland and Wales out of a
of 30,000,000, & far lower perc
in the United States or Ca
standirg of Roman Catholics
is peculiar, Theoretically, th
ation; practically, the fact «
Catholic {5 a barrier to emplo
Protestant bousehold in any e
as would bring such Catholie
with children.  Catholic tutos
olic governe:ses can only fix
ment in femilies of the flke
feeling is not cne cf aversion,
truet,

“Outside of domestic re
religious friction is not so stro
feeted. One E-ln- an idea of
of the English people on the
tion of Protestant supremacy
the gcnﬂ{ contemptuous torn
the majority of Eng'ishmen
women speak of the Irish pec
evidently regard the ignora

b population as the direct 1
influence of the priesthood, anc
refer to Irelacd as “priest rid
try.

In my humble judgment, snc
is as applicable to England as
The parson and the rquire n
pretty much as they like thro:
rural districts. They control
the same extent as 1he machi;
in the United States. Whene
tion takes place for members
board of education the parson i
sets to work to insure the r
majority of members subscril
doctrine of the Established
Is almost invariably success
effort, In a large number of i
clergyman of the Establiched
not only & member of the |
board, but contrives to ka
elected as chairman,

“Unlike the Protestant
Church of the United States,
establishment {s enormously w
Archbihop of Canterbury rece
$75,000 a yeer, and the poo
bishops bas an anpual stiperd
From lthll ithe ealaries dde:ce‘

arly pittance accorded ti
E’:lglfn curate, who often does s
of a e parich for about
annum, while the favored rec
salary of 85,000 for dcing not
average income of the rec
Anglican Church is about ¢
annum. The curates rece
§400 to $8300, and, as
already remarked, do all the wq
rectors have as many as four ¢
two are & very common allows

*The enormous disparity b
Church establishment and
favored of other Protestant c«
in Englend is best known by a
between the membera and the
preachers in each, There a
than 13,000,000 of the .otal
who, in name or in fact, are n
the Establiched Church. The
this Church is not less than §
annually, supporting 23,00
Beside this Methodism makes
show. The total number of the
Church in England, Scotland
is about 600,000, with 3,000 pr
1,200,000 Sunday echolars, T
have 2000 preachers, 300,001
and 500,000 Sunday scholars,
Presbyterian Church in Ilnglar
60,000 communicants and 10 p:

“I have already alluded to t}
distrust which prevails amorg
bers of the Anglican Church i
the Romanitta of the courtry.
became intensified about thirty
by the action of Dr. Pusey, w|
ored to introduce fnto the wors
churches of Oxford a numbe:
observances which since the Ri
had been banished from the Er
testant churches, The innov

adopted by a number of the
clergy and the practices known
Istlc’ bave been followed by m
ands of profeised churchmen ¥
brethren do not hesitate to de
Romanist converts, The conf
still waged with exceeding bitte
the frequent lawsuits resul
attempts to expel ‘ritualistic’
afford anything but a pleasing
t'on to those whose idea of a cl
itant Is the union of Christia
againat the world, the flesh
devil,

“England is a very small con
graphically speakirg, but nowh
world does the traveiler find su




