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‘ When must I die?"

“ Immediately. There 18 no need |
of waiting any longer. If you will |
not pay, your sentence will be pro
pounced, Will you pay ?"

“1 ean not—I1 have no money.

The colonel turned to the captain
who had arrested the priest and said |
to him: * Take him outside the
city and shoot him. The rest of you
may go. BSix men will be sufficient
for the job."”

The colonel and, with
officers, went into the convent
captain took six men bound the
arms of the priest and gave the
order to leave the patio. The terri
fled to follow. But, as
the men were leaving the courtyard,
the captain noticed Jose and laughed

You are the fellow who defended
the priest yesterday. Very well.
Miguel, you step out and let this
fellow step in. 1 will give you the
pleasure of shooting the man you
defended The terrified Jose
stepped into the line and walked
along, touching the very arm of his
friend as they went through the
street. As the priest walked on, the
tears rolled down his cheek
whispered to him “1 know why
you cry, Padrecito. Jose is here, but
what can he do

You can do nothing, Jose,
answerad the priest, "' and I am not
erying because I am going to die. 1
am crying because I cannot go to
confession

“Why can you
fession ?" asked Jose.

Because another priest would be

if he dared to hear a

his
The

arose

Jose arose

Jose

n

ot go to con

ghot confes
gion
But perhaps he could walk with
outside the city answered
and could talk to you as you
went along. Would that be enough?
Yes, answered the padrecito,
“ that would be enough.
“ Where is there a priest
Jose.
“ There is one at the Caille Juarez,

you
Jose

asked

!

Jose turned to the captain and
asked if he would speak with him for
a moment in the rear At the same
time Jose began to feelin his pockets.
The captain understood. Jose gave
all that was in his pockets to him
just ten pesos, and the sad proces
gion stopped at the Caille Juarez, 42
The captain entered and returned
with a frightened-looking man who
was not dressed as a priest, but the
padrecito seemed to know him. The
captain gave orders that the men
should fall back and let the two
priests walk together. As they
marched along the street, they were
in earnest conversation. Jose knew
that the padrecito was confessing.

When the procession arrived out

gide the city, and near to a house
that had a stone wall and no win
dows on one side, the captain
ordered a halt. The priest who
came out of the house on Caille
Juarez then lifted his hands and
made a sign over the other The
ragged soldiers instinctively took off
their hats. The captain turned his
head away ; he did not want to see a
violation of the revolutionary code,
for the hearing of confession, even to
the dying, was punishable by death
When they came to the wall, the
padrecito was placed against it, and
his friend withdrew a short distance,
after lifting his hands again over
him. The captain had a handker-
chief in his hand, but the padrecito
waved him away.
“1 am a Mexican,” he said, “ and I
can die like a Mexican, I a
priest, and I am going to my Master.
[ am not afraid to look at the death
that will send me to Him.'
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into his mind.

d hard that his friend
hould He had never
known him to do anything but good.
This revolution was a strange thing
Why hould people have
revolutions The sun was shining.
There was always a shady place on
the gide of the patio and there was
always Carlotta. Ah ! Carlotta.
jose thought of her. What would

candy came
to Jo

be shot.

anyhow.

ghe think about the men who were
to shoot the padrecito ? What |
would &l think of himself
Jose saw red. In a flash he had |
made up his mind 'he captain l

gtood to one side with his sword |

4] Jose

| drawn and held it in his right hand,

In the left he carried his cigarette.
Jose kept his eyes on the captain as |
he lifted his sword. Straight along
the barrel Jose ran his eye. The
rifle was not pointed at the padre
cito's heart. The sword of the
officer fell, and the word of command
was shot out of his lips. Five bul
lets went into the padrecito. But
Jose's rifle had swung around like a
flash and stopped when the sights
covered the captain's breast. One
bullet, Jose's, went into the captain’s |
heart. The padrecito dropped with
a prayer. The captain dropped with
curse. In an instant Jose was
running along the road toward San
Marcos I'he soldiersgrounded their
guns and, blinded with tears, let
Jose go. There was no one to com
mand different. They knew of cer
tain padrecitos, too.

No one ever saw Jose after that,
except Carlotta, and she never told.
She couldn't, for she left with Jose.

Mvles Muredageh, in The Exten
sion Magazine.

THE MOST PRECIOUS
BLOOD
is He

with d

from
from

that cometh
ed garments
Bosra Comely He in His ves
ture. Thus sings the Church on
the first Sunday in July in the Ves
pers of the feast of the Most Precious
Blood. Then with a majesty and
pathos to which the masterpieces of
Greek tragedy offer no parallel, a
sublime dialogue takes place between
her and the heavenly Bridegroom.
It is I, He answers, 1 that
speak in righteousness, mighty to
save Now a voice, like that of
John, the Seer of the Apocalypse, or
of some burning Seraph, witness of
the glorious ignominies of the Cross,
thrills us with gtrain: " He was
clothed with vesture dipped in
blood, and His name called the
Word of God. Smitten with an
agony of grief and love, wondering
at that royal robe of her Spouse en
with the drops of Geth
semani, the “"Where
fore is Thine apparel red, and Thy
garment like unto those that tread in
the wine-press? And deep with all
the agony of an outra »d God, tender
with the gentle reproach of a desert
ed and forgotten friend, comes the
voice the Bridegroom: "I have
trodden the wine-press alone, and
of the people there was none with
Me.

Seldom in the glorious drama
her liturgy has the Church struck a
note so majestic, so thrilling. Be-
fore her stretches the infinite, shore
less ocean of Christ's redeeming love.
Her gaze looks down into the depths
of the heart of God. Rapt in vision,
she sees at a glance once more every
episode of the tragedy ghe has already
celebrated on Good Friday. Then
she wailed overthe Bridegroom slain
and, clothing herself in the garments
of mourning, she summoned her
children to kneel with her at the foot
of the Cross to keep vigil, in sorrow,
shame and love, over the last agony
of the Son of God. But now, while
the note of sorrow still lingers on her
lips, as the mother of the
Maccabees lifted her in
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if to shield His Sacred Blood from | e officiating priest and the inno- | years

profanation and to defend Him
against His foes, exclaiming with the
Pealmist: " Why
raged and the peoples devised vain
| things ? The kings of the earth
| gtood up, and the princes
|

have the gentiles |

together againet the Lord and against |
His Christ.” But, confident of the |
Divine strength of the Lamb that
taketh away the sins of the world,
she addresses Him in the words of |
the inspired Singer of Israel : " Arise
in Thy glory and beauty, march for
ward to victory And her God
and her Spouse is also the Lion of |
the Fold of Judah, as she contem
plates Him victorious through love |
over Hig foes, the glorious phalanxes |
of those whom He redeemed
pass before her inspired gaze. She
beholds them accompanying the
Lamb that was slain,  all marshaled
in their glorious companies, rank
upon rank, the embattled hosts of
the stalwart soldiers of Christ. How
white their garments ! How beauti
ful their brows, wreathed with those
laurels of Paradise that never fade, |
for they were engrafted on the sacred
tree of life, the Cross. Wonder rapt
at the sight she exclaims in the
antiphons of Lauds: "“These who are
clad in white robes, who are they and
whence come they ? And from the
courts where the Lamb receives
adoration and power and glory from
the elect, voices like the sound of
many waters and murmurous with
melodies not of earth, answer:
“These are they who have come out
of great tribulation and have washed
their robes in the Blood of the Lamb
They have conquered the dragon by
the Blood of the Lamb and the Word
of the Testament

as

hasg

But earth must be joined to heaven.
The soldiers still laboring here in the
heat of the battle, wounded
in the struggle against powers
principalities ban ied together
their ruin, must be united in a
confederacy with their brothers
that like them they may conquer
the power of the Precious Blood.
ghe gathers her children, gray haired
veteran and tender child, sinner and
saint, rich and poor, priest and
people, to the mystic pageantry of
the Mass. Burdened though they be
with sin and sorrow, she knows that
if the stream of that innocent and
sanctifying Blood bedew their souls
but touch the fringe of their garments
they will be saved. Exultingalready
in their triumph, she lifts her
with the priest at the Introit
exclaims : ‘Thou hast red
O Lord, in Thy Blood, out of every
tribe and and nation, and
hast made us to our Giod a Kingdom

The of the Precious
3lood empire, its sway over all
hose who are willing to seal their
earts and their lives with its sacred
lazonry, such is her

Trembling lest the enemy
her children of that kingly
and livery, lest the ger immorts
life which the Blood Christ im
plants in the soul, may be stifl d by
the poisonous weeds of passion and
gin, she prays in the Collect to that
Almighty and Everlasting God, Who
appointed His Only-Begotten Son to
be the Redeemer of the world, that
here on earth we should so venerate
“the price of our salvation' and be
go defended by its power from the
evils of this present life, that we
may rejoice in its perpetual fruit in
heaven. Repeating in the Epistle
the words the Apostle of the
Gentiles, she lifts our gaze again to
Christ, ** the High Priest of the good
things to come,” reminding us that
He is the '‘Mediator of the New
Testament; that by means of His
death, for the redemption of those
transgressions, which were under
the former Testament, those thac
are called may receive the promise
of eternal inheritance, in Christ Jesus
our Lord. It was by His own Blood
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Postcommunion, , we humbly,
confidently pray "Having
admitted to the Holy Table, O Lord,
we have drawn waters in joy from
the fountains of the Saviour : may
His Blood, we beseech Thee, become
with us a fountain of water spring
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THE CHURCH AND THE |
INQUISITION

That the Church is intolerant of
error, is narrow-minded in this re- |
spect, and has a right to be 8o, was
one of the points made by Tather
Schwitalla, S.J., of Rockhurst Col
lege in his lecture on the Spanish In
Kansas City Council
The Inquisi

quisition 1o
Knights of Columbus
in the fifteenth century were
officers appointed by the Pope to
inquire into any heretical teachings
belief that to their
attention, but they were empowered
by civil authority to punish, even
with death, those whom #$hey found
guilty Looked at with our present
day standards, the proceedings were
much to be deplored, and one is often
hard put to answer even to himself
the brought against the
Church as a result of the executions
wndimprisonments of the Inquisitors.
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But these were not considered extra
ordinarily severe the people of
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gee that a heretic was not only an
offender against the Church but also
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fore, a man who was a heretic was a
disturber of the peace

“The period of the Inquisition lies
between the year 1183 to the present
day. The first official document that
we have from the Pope giving author
ity to inquiry into the teachings of
any man was dated 1232, ( ould the
Church probably allow other
doctrine to be taught than that which
was given her by Christ Is that in
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right over life and death. The
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“Church Unity” the writer
by asking: " What is the true
import and rationale of the exclusive
ness of Catholics; of their elowness to
amalgamate with other Christians?
Why, if they wished to co-operate
with others against the common
enemy, are they not more ready than
they actually are to put out of sight
points of difference, to join in com
mon worship, to send their children
to schools in which the
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essentials of
Christianity are taught, though not
the distinctively Catholic doctrines
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view which is illustrated in Cardinal
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