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i
THE PRAISE OF STRANGERS.

qRIBUTES PAID TO OUR BLESSED LADY
Y CERTAIN NOTABLE PERSONS OUT-
IDE THE CHURCH. v
We are happily familiar, says a writer | ti
in the 1rish Monthly, with the affes- | ¢

u

out of love of Mary have separated
themselves from the glories and pleas-

and vigils and humble charity to render

res of the world to seek in fastings

lemselves more worthy of her benedic-
on, in the new sense of honor, in the
iivalrous respect, in the refinement of

maxims,

tainly not the intelligence of a man.
Trere is in it 3 profound originality
which creates a series of new words and
Jesus borrowed nothing from
the scicnces. One finds nothing in
Him but the imitation or the example
of His life. e persundes the disciples
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Virgin, calling it the Month of Mary.
Ruskin no doubt did not advert to this
circumstance when he published, at
that particular date a passage which

should not be at all surprised to find |«
that I had been the first to put in cir-
culation ; for I discovered it for myself

in “Fors Clavigero'' very soon after its | ¢

ature,
been a great revival of late years, is of
paramount interest, and in his confes-
sions,
nas often been quoted, but which I |illuminating light on the true character

unmist

therefore, of which there has

much is found that throws an
f that wonderful man. For here he
gives voice to his religious views in no
akable manner. A mind soacute
acious was almost certain to

wd e

We have a series of negations and dem-

man.
Catholicism, on the contrary, is the
religion of faith, because it is the work

olitions of which no limit can be traced. th .;.rut‘r:nwrs and defenders ; the submit to it. "l‘hu Church l(*‘:l«‘lu'\ that
Whers does Protestantism begin, and children’s minds are ('urruptcd before men may Le inculpably out its of pale.
where does it end ? None can tell. It th[,',"., re aware of the irremovable Now, they are inculpably out of it
is called a religion of reason, which is oy " who are and have always been, either
convenient, since it is an invention of ] )._\rvnts”h:.n'e an immense re- |»hy_~n';\lly or morally, lunubh- to see

‘ sponsibility. Theirs must be the work their ob! n to submit to it. Amnd

of guarding the child from evil influ-
ences during those tender years, when

they only are culpably out of it who
are both physically and morally able to

first appearance, and sent it at once on | have strong and clear convictions on so | of God. It is true that it is an ocean all influences are most impressible. ' know that it is Ged's will they should
its travels by printing it in an Ameri- | vital a manper, and though largely a | of mysteries; but in addition to the The Christian home must be fit to be ' submit ‘”‘,'.”“‘ Church; and either know-
can religious magazine along with the | child of the Revolution, upon which he | fact that Protestantism admits almost the abode of Christ. Dissensions, ing it, will not obey that knowledge, or
briefer parallel passage just quoted | mounted to his meteoric splendor, he | all of them, it has particular qualifica- jealonsies, coldness, profanity, bad tem- not knowing it, are (.ull.;xvl\!n for that
from Nathaniel Hawthorne. Many will | apparently remained mentally b t'ons, It is one, has never w:{nd and | P€T gard for truth, neglect of | ignorance. Cardinal Manning.
see it now for the first time, and those | above the welter of infidelity into which | it cannot change. It is not the r.-‘.m«m reli - ‘“{“'N'.’\'”r;' PEACDS, BOuth: C——
wh.tarv.l:unil]:ir with it will read it |so many of his contemporaries and | of some man, .’,‘m the trath of the w‘;un F,im\. u-;uh‘u‘_:. idle _gossip, f"‘lll*l‘r“”il Don't forget that performanca of the
again with pleasure. \ associates fell. | cils and the Popes, which goes back inate association, 1”["‘”)9(‘[’.”\(,1', a Wiater duty is & neosssary fequirament
Jut why does Ruskin say that he One of the staff at St. Helena haviog | withoat interruption to Christ, its t "’.'\'””'1%',?"” Pm.wrh.]l agents | ¢ v the claims of I'l‘u'(i"l-\ Catholicity.
does not wish to defend the historical | spoken of Christ as simply a phil- | It p sssaasns all ik rl,:xr.;v[mn of the evil one. lmf_ child is imita- . v J
position of the Madonna any more than | osopher, Napoleon immediately cor- ! istics of a natural and divioe thing : tive. He is told the difference between Wi g i
that of St. Christopher ? What Chris- | rected his view. * I know men,”’ he 1 it stands on a plane above our l'n.\i\:‘n«. rig! d wrong, and from the dayv o | cope
tian or semi-Christian can dispute the | said, ** and I tell you Christ was not a | and vices ; it is a sun which lights the his mmunion he has made a high h
position of Mary as Mother of our Lord | man.’ And then he went on to l soul with myste and r]%4l‘-~.;\'- it iy | and boly res lve to (-n_lxst 'h_vst‘r\'u-v AR
and Saviour Jesus Christ ? This atti- | that no man who gave a study t ¢ i nfinitely w[»-uxi v to our wint‘ and of right. \t this period he is intensely Cant i
tude, however, shows still more plainly ‘ cults of the different nations could per- | vithstanding this su yeri ,“(". i:'« sensitive, and careless sin shocks him
the overwhelming force of Mary's | ceive in them a divine origio. Their | ble to [hu:n»!zm e “-_“““ Wi ,‘,5‘,“.,.. ine es8 3 “_ 18 long before "
claims, since they thus impress a high- | founders were of the race and the | its virtue is a hidden rirtue, which is | BTOWS use d to it ; it is longer before he
minded and pure-minded man who had | family of m of whom they showedall | within man as the sap is within the be s to say to himself that faulls so e
pot the happiness of possessing the | th passions and the vices. The | tree. ' cor Y \-.u.lnl be es recially vieious
treasure of Catholie faith. temples and the priests proc ed i o : §||‘ t if father dl«; '\".li‘\‘ or mingl, r neg- whe
“ Of the sentiments which in all | this jorigin, for their whole history is nr ~rpem ——— ects that—well, it may not be quite
agos have distinguished the gentieman Lh.ntlut the inventors or desp .Lim.«." OUR FIRST E)_MMLAILANIE‘ right, but it cannot be "\23(‘115' wrong.
from the churl, the first is that of rever ¢ Paganism, '’ -he continuad, With every recurring May returns | He is only human, poor child! and the
ence for womanhood, which even |never accepted as truth by the sag the uneasy question and the terrible | dividing line 1s growing indistinet for
\ J—

rough all the cruelties of the Middle
Ages developed itself with increasing
power until the thirteenth century and
became consummated in the imagination
of the Madonna, which ruled over all
the highest arts and purest thoughts of
that age.

“To the common non-Catholic mind
the dignities ascribed to the Madonna
have always been a violent offense.
They are one of the parts of the Catho
lic faith open to reasonable dispute,
and the least comprehensible by the
average realist and materialist temper
Reformation,
uter the most careful examina
tion, neither as adversary nor as friend
of the influences of Catholicity for good
and evil, I am persuaded that the wor-
ship of the Madonna has been one of
its noblest and most vital graces, and
bas naver been otherwise than produc
tive of true holiness of life and purity |
of character. 1 do not enter into any
question as to the truth or the fallacy
of the idea. I no more wish to defend
the historical or theological position of
the Madonna than that of St. Michael
or 8t. Christopher ; but I am certain
that to the habit of reverent belief in
and contemplation of the character
ascribed to the heavenly hierarchies we
must ascribe the highest results yet
achieved in human nature.

“There has probably not been an in-
nocent cottage home throughout the
length and breadth of Kurope during
the whole period of vital Christianity
in which the imaged presence of the
Madonna has not given sanctity to the
humblest duties and comfort to the
sorest trials of the lives of women ; and
every brightest and loftiest achieve
ment of the arts and strength of man-
hood has been the fulfilment of the as:
sured prophecy of the Israelite maiden:
‘He that is mighty hath magnified me;
and holy is His name.’ "’

The Englishman, John Ruskin, was
much nearer to the faith than the Irish-
mag, William Hartpole Lecky. The his-
torian of rationalism was unfortunate-
ly himself a rationalist, yet in that very
work in this passage occurs:

“Recause of her [the Virgin Mary]
and through her woman was elevated
to her rightful position, and the sanc-
tity of weakness became recognized as
well as the sanctity of sorrow.
‘onger the slave or tool of man, no
longer associated only with the ideas
of degradation and sensuality, woman
rose in the person of the Virgin Mother
into a new sphere, and became the ob-
lect of a reverential homage of which
antiquity had had no conception. Love
las idealized, the moral charm and
beauty of female excellence were fully
f“lb. anew type was called into being,
4 new sort of admiration was every-

where fostered. Into a harsh and ignor-
ant and benighted age this ideal type
mill.xsed a conception of gentleness and
burity unknown to the proudest civil-
izations of the past. * * * In the
many millions who in many lands and
?‘“'}y ages have striven with no barren

'e8ire to mould their characters into

g
Gireece—neither by Pythagoras, nor by
Soecrates, nor by Plato, nor by Apaxa-

goras, nor by Pericles. On the con-
trary, the greatest minds, since the :
vent of Christianity, have had faitl
and a living faith—not only Bosseut
and Fenelen, whose mission was to
preach it, but Descartes and Newton,
Leibnitz and Pascal, Corneille and
Raeine, Charlemagne and Louis N1V.
Whence the mystery, that a symbol so
mysterious and obscure as that of the
apostles, has been accepted by all onr
great men, while Theogonies,
drawn from the laws of pature, never
imposed upon any instructed intellect ?

“The reason is natural. Behind the
veil of mythology the sage was quick
to detect the march of the laws ol
pascent societies, the illusions and
the passions of human heart, and the
symbols of pride and science.

“In Paganism all is human, imperfect,
incomplete, uncertain, contradictory.
It is not with metaphors nor with poetry
that one explains God, that one speaks
of the origin of the world and reveals
the laws of intelligence. **' What know
they more than other mortals,’’ he asks,
“ these gods so vaunted, these legis-
lators of Greece and Rome? What
more than to other mortals was known
to Numa, Lycurgus, the priests of India
and Memphis, Contucius and Mahomet?
Absolutely nothing. The theosophists
have told us nothing that is essential to
our knowledge. Their Theogony is ob-
scure and confused, and is not a relig-
ion at all.”

One sole religion, he argues, accepts
fully the natural law and appropriates
its principles ; one alone has the aim of
a perpetual and public instruction.
This is the religion of Christianity.
With the Pagans, on the other hand,
the natural law was uprecognized, dis-
figured, modified by egoism and the
exigencies of politics. It was toler-
ated, but not viewed as invested with
any character of sacredness, Mythol-
ogy was a temple consecrated to torce,

h
e

certainty of its answer. There is no |
more heavenly sight upon earth than
the yearly presentation of the children
of the Church to Him Who dwells in
Eacharistic mystery. It is a vision ol
angelic sinlessnes, and, to the on-
Jooker, a recollection, more or less
poignant, of the innocent glory ot the
long ago first Communion day, when
the little Christian was ready to be

|
{
ity and solemnity of the Sacrament of |
Love. There is not one imlmcreuti
countenance among these neophytes : a |
holy emotion overwhel their souls,
and is reflected in the radiant glow or
the serious palior of the young faces.
(iod is with them, they are with God,
and the heavens touch the earth.

And yet—and yet ! Why does the
beholder's heart ache for these little
lovers of the Lord God ? Why the
irresistible wish that rises to his lips,
« Wonld that they might die now be-
fore they are hurled into the sinful
indifference of the world ?" It is a
forbidder wish. The battle is to be
fought ; the world must conquer or be
conquered. Glorious the unscathed
viector who keeps his soul stainless to
the Lord through the grimy strife ;
honored the reclaimed wanderer who
returns through penitential ‘pain tc
the Divine Healer. But what of the
vanquished, for whom the worldly evil
has teen too strong ? He, too, wau of
the elect, but for him the Blood of the i
Lamb has been shed in vain. Thus :s"

morbid forebcding oppresses the wit-
ness who loves and reveres every one
of the thousands of festil-garbed inno-

to heroes, to science to material bene-
fits. The sages had no place there;
indeed, they were the natural enemies
of an idolatry which deified matter.

Then comes this fine passage: ‘* Pen-
etrate into these Pagan sanctuaries,
and you find neither order nor harmony
but positive chaos—*‘a thousand con-
tradictions, conflicts between the gods,
the immebility of sculpture, divisions
subversive of unity, parcelling out of
the divine attributes, sophisms of
ignorance and presumption, profane
festivals, the triumph of personal de
gradation, impurity and abomination
worshipped, all kinds of corruption,
which do not glorify, but dishonor
God.”

Having disposed of the claims of
Paganism he turns to Christ, in Whom
he sees nothing of man.

¢ His Gospel; the singularity of His

and kingdoms — all this is for
prodigy, an unsoundable mystery.

ber image, in those holy maidens who

mysterious being, His apparition, His
empire, His march through centuries
me a

His
religion is a secret of His Own, and
flows from an intelligence which is cer-

cents. ** Oh, God, oh God! Must
one—even one—of these little ones be-
come Thine enemy and merit Thine
eternal condemnation 2"’

Mother Church and sister school have
worked together every hour of every
day to keep the boys strong and pure,
the girls gentle and virtuous. Whose
the fault when the innocent falls from
God's grace ? Hear what the reverend
editor of St. Joseph's Chronicle says :

+« Parents should be careful of what
they do and of what they say in the
presence of their children to avoid
scandalizing them, No truly Christian
parents will talk in the family circle
about the beastly crimes of savage
men ; no Christian parents will speak
in the presence of their children about

modesty. When sensational and un-
savory articles appear in the daily paper,
it is the duty of the parents to forbid
the reading of foul and indecent items,
to express their horror at such things,
and to instruct their children on the
sinfulness of the evil. Sensational talks
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