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and about noon a spar 
clinging to it was seen j 
e outer line of breakers, 
had been shot across it 
it by the man he was j 

and proved to be Sec- J 
>ert. A few minutes lat- I 
ilor was seen on a mass I 
and half a dozen life saV I 
a human chain, dashed J 
f and drew him ashore. Î 
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in at a late hour, 
f those remaining on the! 
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g the afternoon, and fin-1 

altogether. One body! 
•e, but it was so disflg-f
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r the bow of the vet 
the bar, and from thi» 

d seamen dropped ono,J 
were swept away-
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THE GREAI CLOCK OF SIRATSBORG, |
BY "CRUX."

. XST week I commenced tlic 
reproduction oi an account,
in detail, of the famous as­
tronomical clock of Stmts- 

I yyv burg, but owing to the ex- 
Liveness of the nrticlc from which 
,e details were quoted, I found it 

Lcessary to leave over, to the pre- 
rt Week a considerable portion . of 
l, very interesting description, 
ionsequently, without any further 
■relace I will now continue and con- 
Tude the same.

FINAL DETAILS.—"Ascending the 
e of the Clock, we next come to 
, gallery of lions, so called from 
, circumstance that its extremities 
^ guarded by two massive lions, 

wulptured in wood, ono holding in 
iis claws the eecutcheon, and the 
ither the coat of arms of the city of 
Btrasuurg. The middle of this gal­
lery is occupied by a small dial- 
plnte with hands indicating the 

I mean time-that is, the time com­
posed of hours, all of equal length, 

the exact arithmetical mean be­
tween those of the longest and those 
loi the shortest days of the year. 
IThese hands are moved directly by 
I the central movement of the Clock.
1 while those indicating the sidereal 
land the apparent time above spoken 
lot are moved by Intermediate and 
■ special machinery, so constructed 
I and arranged as to communicate to 
I them the necessary irregularities of 

I motion.
“On this gallery of lions you see,

I seated on each side of the dial-plate,
I two genii. The one on the left holds 

sceptre in one hand, and in the 
I other a little hammer, with which he 
I strikes the first stroke of each quar- 
I ter of the hour. The genius seated 

the other side holds in his two 
I hands an hour-glass, filled with red 
I sand, which he turns, every hour.

“Immediately above the gallery of 
I lions is seen the planetarium, eon- 
I structed according to the system of 
1 Copernicus. -This exhibits all the ap- 
| parent motions of the planets com­

posing our system. The ground ol 
the circular space occupied by it is 
azure, to represent the sky seen at a 

! great distance. The centre is occu­
pied by the sun, with his gilt JIsKj, 
from which twelve rays proceed, in­
dicating on the circumference of the 
dial the twelve signs of the zodiac. 
Seven small spheres, gilt, but differ­
ently shaded with clouds, placed at 
the propen relative distances from 
the sun, made of the proper relative 
sizes, and moving with the proper 
velocities', represent the seven plan­
ets visible to the naked eye, in their 
respective motions around the sun. 
The planetarium thus exhibits an ex­
act miniature of the real planetari­
um. as displayed in the heavens, with 
all its movements and phenomena 
regulated by clock xpachinery. And 
that nothing might be wanted to its 
completeness, the motions of the 
moon are also ificluded, both its mo­
tion around the earth and its mo­
tion around the sun along with the

“At the four angles of the planeta­
rium are painted, under the expres­
sive emblems of the four ages of hu­
man life, the four seasons of the 
year. Immediately above the plane­
tarium is seen, placed in the starry 
heavens, a large globe, destined to 
represent, in a conspicuous manner, 
the phases of the moon. This globe 
turns on its axis in a lunar month, 
and. the axis having the proper in­
clination. its enlightened side in­
creases or diminishes in its apparent 
size to the eye, so as to represent 
very accurately the lunar phase. At 
the same elevation are found two em­
blematic paintings, the one repre­
senting the Church under the form of 
a beautiful female, with the inscrip­
tion, 'Ecclesia Christ! Exu Ians’ 
(‘The Church of Christ in Exile;’) 
the other representing the antichrist 
under the form of a hideous dragnn, 
with seven heads, and the inscrip­
tion, 'Serpens antiqtms antichristus” 
("The old serpent emtichrisV ”)

EMBLEMATIC STATUES .—"Next 
comes the portion of the clock most 
striking to the eye, consisting of va­
rious little emblematic statues, which 
we automatic, having each its own 
appropriate office and motion. They 
make their appearance in two dis­
tinct compartments, place 
over the other. In the 1< 
partaient appear succesel 
810all statues 
ages of the human 
youth, manhood and 1 
appear every 
follows:—

usual signal, the child mates its ap­
pearance. hearing a small javelin, 
with which he strikes the bell once. 
He is succeeded the next quarter by 
the youth, who, dressed as n hunter, 
strikes the half hour with his arrow. 
Next comes the man, clad in a coat 
of mail and armed with a sword, 
with which he strikes the three-quar­
ters. Finally comes the old man, 
wrapped up in warm clothing and 
bending zover his crutch, which he, 
however, has strength enough to 
raise in order to strike the four-qjuar- 
ters. Each of these figures, on leav­
ing its place, makes two steps for­
ward in order to reach the bell sus­
pended in the middle of the arcade; 
it then pauses only long enough to 
discharge its office, when it retraces 
its steps to make room for its suc-

from that of the center in a regular 
series and according to a most sim­
ple and harmonious arrangement. 
Everything in the whole complicated 
machinery thus moves smoothly and 
harmoniously. No piece of wood, or 
of any other frail material, was used 
in the structure of the clock, bu.t, on 
the contrary, those metals were se­
lected which were the hardest and 
the most durable.”

A FINAL WORD—Such are the 
principal wonders of the great astro­
nomical clock of Strasburg, which is, 
beyond all doubt, the most wonderful 
achievement of modern mechanical 
art. But for the Catholic, this mar­
vel of mechanism has a greater inter­
est than for all others, and it ds a 
perpetual source of legitimate pride. 
In the first place, it is Catholic in 
conception; in all its emblems it is 
equally Catholic; its characteristic 
features are entirely Catholic; and it 
is Catholic in its execution. It stands 
there, as it has stood for nearly six 
centuries, a perpetual refutation of 
all the slanders and calmunies to 
which Catholicity has been subjected, 
in the name of science and in that of 
progress.

matter whence they come, no matter 
what seas they have traversed, and 
the more isolated in the world a man 
is the more welcome he will be.

We hope that before the coming 
season, which promises to be a busy 
and prosperous one, shall close, there 
will be sufficient funds in the hands 
of the President McNamee and his 
executive to warrant' Lord Strath- 
cona in sending in the pron^sed com­
pletion of the needed amount. And 
if this can be realized, we have no 
doubt that when the season of 1905 
comes, the sailors who will then vis­
it our port, will find a home await­
ing them that will be second to none 
in any part of the world. Just im­
agine with what bright anticipations 
the sailors, who know of it, or who 
have heard from others about it, 
look forward to a sale arrival in a 
port, whei'e their home mails awaits 
them, where reading rooms, concert 
halls, amusement halls, and trusty 
guides and spiritual friends are all to 
be found.
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longing to

THE FIGURE OF DEATH.—" The 
hour is sounded by a hideous skele­
ton, representing death. The figure 
is stationary in the center of the 
compartment and is placed on a ped­
estal. At each hour, immediately on 
the disappearance of the old man 
this horrid spectre raises up its 
bony right hand and strikes the hour 
slowly and heavily on the bell. It is 
armed with the appropriate scythe, 
and it pursues its work, day and 
night, with fearful regularity, while, 
by a singular freak in the machinery, 
the four ages suspend their opera­
tions during the night to indicate tlie 
repose which is indispensable to all 
ages and classes of the human fam­
ily. The suspension, which, like all 
the other wonderful evolution of this 
most wonderful clock, is operated 
certainly, and without any noise pre­
sents one of the most singular fea­
tures in the mechanism.”

"The upper compartment, much 
more richly decorated, is occupied by 
a figure of our Lord, seated upon a 
throne in the middle, holding in one 
hand the glorious banner of the re­
demption, and extending the other in 
the act of imparting His benediction. 
Each day, immediately after death 
has done striking the hour of twelve, 
twelve figures, representing the 
twelve Apostles, ' each bearing some 
distinctive emblem, form themselves 
into a procession and present them­
selves at the feet of their Divine Mas­
ter. there making an appropriate sa­
lutation. On the departure of the 
last Apostle, our Lord gives His be­
nediction in the form of a cross. Dur­
ing the procession of the Apostles, 
the cock, perched on the summit of 
the tower to the left, entones his 
chant of victory, after having first 
flapped his wings, shaken his head 
and tail and expanded his throat, 
and it crows three times each day at 
noon in memory of the chant which 
rccalled St. Peter to repentance.”

TI1E COCK THAT CROWS.-*'The 
dome, which crowns the case of the 
clock, is as remarkable for the eleg­
ance of its form as for the richness 
of its ornaments. In the center of it 
is placed a statue of thb prophet 
Isolas, executed by the famous sculp­
tor of Strasburg, M. Grass. Around 
it are grouped the statues of the four 
evangelists, accompanied by the four 
mysterious emblematical animals of 
Ezechial, the prophet. A little above 
are seen four seraphim, who, on dif­
ferent musical instruments, celebrate 
the praises of God. The total height 
of the central tower is sixty-four 
feet, while that of the other two is 
somewhat less. The dial is fifty-one 
feet in circumference. The hands of 
this dial are moved by the clock 
within the cathedral; they are of a 
beautiful gothic structure, and they 
indicate the hours, with their subdi­
visions. and also the days of the 
week.

"The clock is wound up once in 
eight days. It hàs but one principal 
movement, which is governed by a 
regulator that beats the seconds, 
which regulator, in its turn, is regu­
lated by a pendulum and by an es­
capement garnished with precious 
stones. This great central move­
ment. notwithstanding the very small 
force which propels it, Impart direct 
motion to eight different departments 
3 the clock. (1) To the hands Le­

the dial denoting the 
__ those of the great 
to the planetarium ; 

globe representing the 
(6) . to the seven 

the days of the 
the apparent

With Dili Subscribers,
Enclosed please find four new sub­

scriptions of six months each, don­
ated or given as prizes from our 
School Board to encourage your 
good work, also renewal of my sub­
scription for one year.—J.

Enclosed please fine one dollar for 
my subscription to the "True Wit­
ness” for on’fe year. I wish you and 
all the readens of the "True Witness” 
God’s blessing for the ensuing year 
and ever afterwards.—J. R.

"The paper is not alone in years, 
but in merit becoming greater, seems 
ever improving and speaking for our­
selves at least I know it suggests 
each week good thoughts and is 
valuable help to frail humanity to 
look upwand and ever onward. With 
best wishes for all connected with the 
good work.”—J. J. M.

IRELAND AT ST.LODIS

Catholic Sailors' Club.
At the last meeting of the Catholic 

Sailors’ Club, the President, Mr. F. 
B. McNamee, reported that out of 
their funds they had in reserve about 
$4,000. of the $6.000 needed to con­
struct the required additions to the 
Club House. He also announced that 
Lord Strathcona, who has always 
been an interested friend and kind 
benefactor of the institution, offered 
to furnish the last $1,000 needed for 
the completion of the building. This 
is very encouraging news. Needless to 
say how desirous all are to witness 
the success of that most deserving 
and greatly required institution. We 
have followed carefully its progress 
from the days of its humble incep­
tion. some ten years ago. We re­
member all the sacrifices made and 
the labors performed by men and wo­
men, many of whom have since pass­
ed to their reward, and we can re­
call the hopefulness and determina­
tion with which they battled against 
great odds, in order to come to the 
moral and social rescue of the men 
"who go down to the sea in ships.”

It would require an exceedingly 
large report to convey an idea of all 
the good that has been done by the 
Catholic Sailors’ Club of Montreal 
during the few years of its existence. 
From the day when the first perman­
ent quarters, humble as they then 
were, had been secured on St. Jean 
Baptiste street, until the present mo­
ment, the Catholic sailors coming to 
our port found not only a home 
there, but also Interested and honest 
friends to save them from the many 
temptations that surround them, and 
to afford them the luxuries of a real 
club. We will not attempt to enum­
erate those advantages, for they al­
most suggest themselves to any re­
flecting mind. The point at present 
to be considered is the inadequacy of 
the building to the increasing de­
mands for space and accommodation. 
The assisting, in a material and prac­
tical manner, of this grand refuge 
and home for the sea-weary toilers, is 

only a work of merit from a 
^ ^ -4M»t is one of

from 
of

ST. BRIDGET’S NIGHT REFI GE.

Report for week ending Sunday, 
24th January, 1904: — Irish 130, 
French 127, English 31, other na­
tionalities 19. Total 316.
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ON HORSE-RACING.
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A definite announcement has been 
made with regard to the arrange­
ments which have been settled for a 
special Irish exhibit at the St. Louis 
Exposition. This matter was men­
tioned in Parliament last session, 
when Mr. Wyndham announced, in re­
ply to Mr. Wm. Redmond, that the 
Department of Agriculture and Tech­
nical Instruction, with the concur­
rence of the Royal Commission for 
the St. Louis Exhibition, would be 
prepared to co-operate in organizing 
a special Irish exhibit if, as was un­
derstood, a building or pavilion, for 
the purpose were provided from Am­
erican resources. A scheme on these 
general lines has at length taken 
shape with the concurrence of all 
parties concerned, a concession hav­
ing been obtained with the aid of 
Irish-Amerlcan capital on which a 
special exhibit of the kind can be 
suitably organized. The Royal Com­
mission have approved; President 
Francis and the authorities of the ex­
hibition have taken a special inteiv 
est in the project; a representative 
committee of Irish-American citizens 
of St. Louis superintends the under­
taking; and the Department of Agri­
culture and Technical Instruction 
have agreed to co-operate. The con­
cession. which occupies one of the 
best, sites in the exhibition and cov­
ers a large space, will thus give an 
opportunity for a very thorough and 
characteristic display illustrative of 
Ireland’s resources, and of her indus­
trial and general progress in recent 
years.

One of the chief objects which such 
on exhibit will serve will be to de­
monstrate to those who are likely to 
become interested in Ireland for the 
investment of capital that the coun­
try is progressive and moving on 
lines which offer a guarantee for in­
dustrial development. It will thus be 
an illustrative exhibit, revresentative 
of the country, and not a series of 
exhibits shown for award. It will be 
somewhat on the lines, though the 
scale will be large, of the Irish Pav­
ilion organized by the Department at 
the Glasgow Exhibition. It. will, it 
is hoped, include, moreoven. an his­
toric loan exhibit, and perhaps work­
ers and demonstrators, together with 
means of illustrating the literary and 
artistic movements which in recent 
years have made such progress in 
Ireland. The Irish Exhibit Company 
will bear the cost of erecting build­
ings, etc., and of transporting, main­
taining, insuring, and returning the 
exhibits. The only expense which will 
fall on exhibitors will be that of pre­
paring and packing their exhibits. 
The department will act as the me­
dium of communication between the 
exhibitors and the company, and will 
receive all applications for space 
which may be addressed to them up 
to the 31st January., They will 
otherwise co-operate in organizing 
the exhibit and making it as 
and interesting as possible.

AN IRISH STATESMAN.

Referring to the rule of life of. the 
great Irish Statesman, Daniel O’Con­
nell, to whom not only Ireland but. 
the British Empire in both hemis­
pheres owes Catholic Emancipation, 
the "Canadian Messenger of the Sa­
cred Heart,” says: During his long 
career he followed his famous rule of 
life into minutest details of religious 
devotion—Morning Prayer and Mass 

confession and communion, 
and spiritual reading,

HERE is no class of gamb­
ling that is more exciting 
and that creates more fev­
erish enthusiasm amongst 
its adepts, than that of 

honse-racing. I am led to reflect up­
on this on account of a visit 1 paid 
the other day to another city, where 
a great week of trotting races was 
about to commence, and where men 
from all sections of the Dominion, 
and from many parts of the United 
States had gathered to take part in. 
either as owners of horses, as men 
who had money staked, or as specta­
tors—not including the camp follow­
ers. who came along to see what 
they could pick up, or pick out of the 
pockets of those whose innocence 
might be conspicuous. 1 will preface 
my few observations by stating that 
I have great admiration fon horses; 1 
was brought up amongst them, and 
nothing ever pleased mo, in my 
younger days, more than the train­
ing of a fine colt, or the exercising 
of a good paver. There is consider­
able skill, science even, in driving a 
trotter; far more than in riding n 
racer. The rules of the ring are so 
strict that it is only one in every 
twenty horse men who can handle an 
ordinary trottnn in such a manner as 
to get the most speed out of him and 
to save his race by avoiding the 
slightest "break.” But," beyond this 
exhibition of skill in the driver, the 
merit is all with the horse: for, if he 
does not possess the necessary qual­
ities he is certain to fail and possi­
bly ruin his owner—and others as 
well. This much being promised, 1 
will turn to another phase <rf the 
question.

THE EVILS ENTAILED. — The 
fact of training horses and of com­
paring their respective degrees of 
speed or endurance is not in itself an 
evil; but the abuse of this species of 
amusement, in constituting it a pre­
text for the worst class of gambling 
and for all the long train of immo­
ral practices that follow in its wake, 
is the main objection to horse-racing. 
A game of cards in a home, where 
parents sit down with their chil­
dren. to while away the hours of a 
winter evening is a most praisewor­
thy moans of entertainment. But 
when cards are used as the instruments 
of gambling, of cheating, of drawing 
hard-earned dollars from the pockets 
of foolish people, of driving men wind 
women) to despair, of bringing about 
suicides, of driving happiness, union, 
content ment from homes-; when cards 
are thus used, they become the im- 
pliments of the devil and are a pest 
in the land. And so is it with rac­
ing. It is the terrible sins of injus­
tice. of cloaked robbery, of cheating, 
of exciting the worst and most cruel 
passions, that stand out conspicuous­
ly before us when we contemplate 
such scenes and obsenve the ravages 
that are wrought by such indul­
gences.

THE HANGERS-ON — The circus, 
the fair, the exhibition, and all these 
special and elaborate attractions 
draw after them, or to them, a cer­

tain element—even as the sugar that 
falls on the highway draws ants, or 
the refuse barrel 1 draws flies and ver­
min. But none of them surpass the 
race-course in attracting the denizens 
of that peculiar world called Bohe­
mia. The pick-pocket comes along to 
ply his trade in the large and excited 
crowds; the bunco-steerer, the profes­
sional gambler, the hungry, sneak­
ing, grasping, heartless and honor­
less specimen who lives upon every 
species of prey that comes into his 
net, all of these, like sharks in the 
wake of a vessel, come along with 
the horse-races. And apart- from 
these we have the book-maker, the 
fellow with the fur coat and jmp, the 
dash of a swell and the glance of a 
hawk, who seeks, on all sides, to find! 
easy victims to satisfy his craving 
for the golden coin. And the man 
who has an honest y ride in his horse, 
who has spent time and money, la­
bor and anxiety in graining the ani­
mal, finds himself tlje victim of the 
various classes of frequenters. I 
have walked around tlw ring, even os 
1 have trod the curbstone, and I have 
seen, and heard, and learned far morn 
than was, pvrhops, good for me. And 
my observations have been almost in­
variably "of a painful character. 1 
have thus come to look upon tho 
race-course as one of the greatest 
e\ ils of the day.

THE ULTIMATE END.—A taste of 
gambling, like n taste for liquor,, 
leads oy easy, but ever increasing de­
grees, to a passion for the same. The- 
passion becomes a monster in the- 
breast; at first a man, may wrestle 
with it, but eventually he is over­
thrown, and he falls the abject vic­
tim. And once the croze for betting 
takes possession of the man, lie can 
never tell where it will end. Races 

I do not last penpctually, but the fever 
of them are on him, and he will rush 
to the stocls gambling office, the
bucket shop, the roulet table, the card 
table, the dice counter, the regular 
hell; and he cannot always win. 
Losses *nust inevitably come to him. 
And losses of money mean loss of 
nerve, and a proportionate increase 
thirst for more of the same excite­
ment. for an improvement in his for­
tunes, for a gaining back of what 
was lost: and still gneater losses fol­
low. Finally the down grade is very 
easy, and very swift. Fine clcthes- 
go to the pawn-shop, rings, jewels 
and watches follow suit; starvation 
gloats upon the rags that vainly 
strive to hide the skeleton of a once 
plump and well-fed being: ruin even­
tually looms up in his pathway, and 
he goes off into the darkness of a 
fearful oblivion—it may bo by way 
of the river, it may be by means of a 
revolver or a rope—and the races go 
on. the crowds gather, the interested 
and enthusiastic cheer, the lucky ono 
arc exultant, the cheats scheme, the 
thieves ply their game, and the un­
lucky ones turn aside to enter the 
long, dark avenue that will conduct 
them down to the place where he lies 
silently—"unwept, unhonorod, and
unsung.”

The Bargain Counter,
"I’ve got a kick coming,” said the 

angry looking man to the proprietor 
of the clothing store.

The proprietor lifted his eyebrows 
and his shoulders with an air of sur­
prise. “A keek?” he said.

"Yee. sir, a kick. This suit that 
you sold roe two weeks ago is no 
good under the sun. Look at it!”

"De suit you haf on?”
"Yes, the suit I’ve got on. I’ve 

had it just two weeks now, and look 
at it. Yes. sir, look at it.’*

The clothier took his spectacles 
from his nose, polished them with his 
handkerchief, readjusted them, took 
the man gingerly by the sleeve of the 
coat, turned him gently to the light 
and examined him. Then he said 
"Veil?”

"Well.” said the man, "look at the 
bag in them knees and all down the 
front the threads are showing, and 
here—seel The bottoms aint sewed ; 
they’re just pasted and now you see 
they've come unpasted at the back."

"Pànts vill bag—always.”
"Sure, but not in two weeks. And 

the seams started under the arms.”
"You mus haf strained dem.”,
"R expect to strain anything I 

vo got to move and I’ve got

That cloth ain’t going to wear. You 
needn’t tell me that.”

"1 don’t see no holes in it.”
"No, but it’s showing the cotton 

all along where it’s been rubbed.”
"Loog here, my vnent.” said the 

clothier, "you must not expect too 
much. Dem clothes ain’d de best in 
dor vorld, but you don’t ged de best 
fbr $6.55. I remember ven you buy 
dem. I vanted you to dake somding 
better, but you said dey vas goot 
enough for you. Now you see. I am 
in de cloding business for twenty-five 
years und I dell you nefer you should 
buy dem shcap suits.”

"What do you sell ’em for?" asked 
the dissatisfied customer. ^

"Vat dô I sell dem for! To mage 
money. Some people vill always 
vant sheap suits and I seel dem. I 
shust dell you do trut. Now, see here, 
I will mage it all right vit you. I 
gif you goot advice und I vill sell 
you dis $25 suit for $18.25. Dat gifs 
you your money bach for dat sheap 
suit. 1 don’t mage a cent on dat 
suit for $25. No, sir. Examine it. 
Loog at de vinishings. Dry it on.”

The customer half reluctantly slip­
ped into the coat of the $25 suit. 
Ten minutes later he left the store 
with a bundle under his arm and the 
proprietor turned to his grinning 
salesman. gajgSBS

"Dere. Mr. Sellg." he said, "dat is 
to sell soots. Dat —-


