2 £
i e

istence or to bring conviction to th

buman mind ‘as to M immuuliih W

ng as the X-Ray investiga-
are confined to science and dis-
in the material oroer there
thlt dwy are calculated

ity; but

religion and that people, ng,
fiatter how well intentioned; under-
talee to either prove or disprove the
truths that belong to the spurnatu-
ran sphere, by such means, they be-
come menace and something against
‘which we cannot be too guarded.
{In one of our New York contem-
poraries we find that, with flash
head lines, sensational illustratfons,
. ‘and questionable statements, there
" is an attempt made to bring this
scientific invastigiating process into
the service of religion; or, rather in-
to the service of anti-religion. In

intrbducing the article says:— i

“Even as the X-ray has become a
permanent and important factor in
surgery, 8o, many clergymen in The

Bronx and in Manhattan believe

and are declaring to-day, it will be-

come a feature in the teaching of re-

ligion in that it can be brought for-
_ward as a wonderful and material
factor to prove that many of the
miracles described in the Bible are
not so-called ‘products of Oriental
{maginations.” *’

The story is then told of a Rev.
Wather Ruppert, of Oklahoma, who

as been staying in The Bronx (New
York city) under X-ray treatment,
and who had witnessed some experi-
ments by the physician, in the way
of duplicating the miracles told in
the Bible. ‘‘Dr, Geyser showed him
a halo around his own head and
showed practical illustration of what

might have been meant by the story
of the Holy Ghost in the pillar of
five."”

On this Father Ruppert is reported
to have said:—

““These demonstrations present to
me & glorious opportunity, as it
must, to my fellow priests and cler-
gymen of all denominations. It is
an opportunity to shatter once and
dor all the doubts of the scoffer and
“to cement the belief of the doubt.

It is clearly demonstrated that it
48 only our limited knowledge of the
wonders that are in the world that
.causes us to doubt the possibility of
‘the miracles told of in the Bible."”

And to have added:—

“With them I think many an un-
‘believer can be drawn back to the
fold. I think the matter one worthy
of general adoption. Many of my
fellow clergymen, Protestant minis-
tors as well as those of my own
faith, who, Wwith me, witnessed Dr,
Geyser's ~ demonstrations, agreed
with me on its splendid possibilities
as a factor for removing religious
doubt as to the accounts of miracles
" gontained in the Bible.”

’[:he experiments may be possible;
we do not pretend to deny the fact.
'Wather Ruppert may, or may not.
lave said what is above reported. If
bhe did, he was speaking on his.own
lnﬁvidual responsibility, and his ut-
in the pr have no ac-
‘zual weight as far as the Church and
' teachings in such matters = are
concerned. How far it would be per-
tted to any priest to adopt such
eans as evidence in matters of mir-
acles is a question that we cannot
, and that could not be’ de-
otherwise than by the voice of
Oﬂlln‘ry echoing the volce of
urch. ( But on the face of it
nclmed £6 believe that either

e cmefmon of
‘The Japanese.

v

The Japanese have become, within
a comparatively short time, a nighlyw
civilized pl sured
to the st.andms of western’ na.ﬂons
They have received with enthusiasm
modern inventions and have adapted
them to the needs of their coun-
try; they have developed marvelous-
ly along the lines of commerce and
industry, and, most noteworthy of
all, perhaps, they have achieved
great success in all branches of know-
ledge; they value learning so highly
that they will spare no expense to
acquire a finished education, in fact,
not being saticfied with their own
very excellent schools, their young
men are found in all the great uni-
versities of this country and Eudrope.
The Japanese are pagans, certainly,
but’ they are not by any means the
simple unsophisticated heathens of
the days of St. Francis Xavier.

.To convert these people; to bring
them to a knowledge of Christianity
in the way that will most appeal to
them; how is it to be done?

Some hold, in view of the fact that
they have become so modernized,
that many of them ,lead such an ac-
tive mental life that they are still
making such rapid strides in pro-
gress, that they should be approach-
ed in a purely intellectual manner.
The doctrines of Unristianity should
be set forth and carefully expounded,
they should be compared with the
tenets of the native religion— Bud-
dhism—and their superiority shown ;
controversies should be started and
threshed out to a successful conclu-
sion; argument should be piles upon
argument until Buddhism = becomes
vvertopped and crushed beneath their
weight. To accomplish this an occa-
sional sermon or conference or de-
bate by a missionary is not suffi-
cient; reviews ought to be establish-
ed in which religious questions under
debate can be argued lengthily and
learnedly and the warfare can be
carried en as it used to be in Eng-
land in Cardinal Wiseman's day be-
tweén the Dublin ‘‘Review’’ and the
High Church party.

A letter who has been sent to the
Society for the Propagation of the
Paith by Father Sauret, missionary
at Kurume, Japan, speaks strongly
in favor of approaching the Japan-
ese by showing them the charitable
works of Christian religion. Father
Sauret writes: s

““Whence comes the difference be-
tween the material progress of Jap-
an, the marvellous rapidity of which
has surprised the world, "and the ré-
ligious progress, which without re-
main actually stationery, proce&ded
with such slowness? It cannot be on
account of the incapacity of the
Japanese people to comprehend the
sublime truths of Christianity; their
history plainly proves the contrary.
The reason is that the Gospel is not
presented to them, shining forth in
the light of good works. It is a pity
1o see the great cities of this coun-
try filled with Buddhist pagodas in
which the bonzes continually repeat
that the first and greatest enemy of
Japan is Christianity. These men
paint the ministers of the only God
of peace and truth in the blackest
colors. According to them Christian-
ity is a wicked religion, authorized
by the Government, it is true, "but
unwillingly, and under pressure from

powerful strangers; it is a religion |
mbvu-uve of all Wutlmtpd author- |/
) with love

sacrifices to be borne ‘are the great-
est, at that place are always to be
found Sisters of some religious order
or other—Father Sauret has already
established a dispensary where he
does what he can. But that, at pre-
sent, is far too little. He is sorely
in need of money. He cppedl to the
charitably inclined of the Christian
world for help in order that he may
realize to the full his plan,

The attitude of the rich and influ-
ential pagans of Kurume, in regard
to the proposed hospital, is friendly.
They have urged Father Sauret to
keep on with his work and have as-
sured him of their sympathy and
good will.

The results to be obtained ' from
the foundation’are, in the words of
the missionary himself, “first, the
eternal salvation of a great number
of little children and of the dying,
Vaptized in the hour of their death
whose grateful souls will mount to
heaven, their to pray for their bene-
factors, Secondly, in this industrial
city a great many will be attracted
by the goodness and devotion of the
Sisters and so will come to look with

H "y

favor upon a religion so t

lﬂ'fﬂb"olwbli"}lvd:pnﬁwbbo-*
neficial | -work. "is = being done by |
the Christian Brothers outside of |

the- class-rooms in ‘behalf of Catholic
youth. In mln,* m.. much ﬂﬂllb
siasm is manﬂubd in the same re-
gerd as may be seen by a perusal of
the following sketch which we clip
from an m.._

“‘Any one who has taken an inter-
est in the work of the Catholic Boys’
Brigade, Church street, Dublin, since
its inception, cannot bluf feel pleased
at the successful results of its mis-
sion to inculcate sound moral in-
structions into the minds of those
little boys who have become mem~
bers. Apropos of the forthcoming
‘Annual Brigade Retreat in the
Church of St. Francts, Merchants’
quay, it may be of interest to note
a few of the objects with which the
Brigade was established, and in fur-
therance of which it is still ' labor-
ing. The first two are: ‘‘To crush
vice and evil habits among boys; to
instruct them thoroughly in the
Christian doctrine;’’ and all will
agree that these alone warrant the
unselfish support of all classes of the
community. In accordance with these
objects, -all boys (between the ages
of 10 and 18 years) on being enroll-

and, as it were, clothed with love.
It was thus that in other times our
Lord and His Apostles acted when
they entered the cities and towns of
Judea to preach the Gospel.: They
first healed the bodies of those
whose souls they wished to save. We,
following in their footsteps, wish to
act in a similar manner.”

Father Sauret’s letter
with this touching appeal:

“Christian souls, blest by Uod
with the goods of the world, do not
fail fo respond to the appeal of a
poor missionary who asks your aid.
Give generously for the suffering
members of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He will reward you for your pity
upon the last day by showing you
mercy throughout eternity.”’

Charitable Christians wishing 1o
assist in the establishment of the
Hospital at Kurume may send their
offerings to the Society for the Pro-
pagation of the Faith, Baltimore,
Md.

MGR. FALCONIO AND
THE INDIAN CHIEF,

concludes

Dm‘ing the visit to Washington re-

cently of the famous Indian chief,
Charlot of the Flatheads, and sever-
al of his friends— a visit undertaken
with the object of seeing the Great
White ¥ather and soliciting him to
remedy some of their grievances, an
interesting episode took place. This
was the cgll made by Chief Charlot
and his retinue, in the full glory of
their aboriginal costumes, upon the
Most Rev. Diomede Falconio, the
Apostolic Delegate, to whom they
were presented by Monsignor Mar-
chetti, the auditor of the Indian
delegation. To the Delegate, the old
ichief, throuzh an interpreter, made a
little speech.
« My people are all Cathollcs_,"'he
said, “They are all good Christians,
and they have been faithful to their
religioun duties. We feel graterul in
being permitted to address the repre-
sentative of the Holy Father. ‘We
have come to see the Great Father
in =~ Washington, because our hea.rta
are heavy and filled with sorrow.’

The Delegate blessed ther, and.
cautioned them _against v!olhnce
said ‘the yo

ed as bers, are pledged to total
abstinence from all alcoholic liguors;
and are-subsequently exhorted by
word and example to always remain
faithful to their pledge and the
cause of temperance, They are also
advised to make companions of each
other in the Brigade, and thergby a-
void the awful vice and evil tempta-
tions surrounding bad companions.
Then, again, the members have their
special Brigade 9 o’clock Mass every
Sunday morning in the Church of
St. Francis, Merchant’s quay, but for
which. many - poor boys might often
neglect their duty in that respect. It
is gratifying to see, from all (fuarters
of the city, groups of little boys
neatly attired in the uniform of the
Brigade (a2 round cap with Tlue
band; a St. Patrick’s blue sash, and
a white haversack), proceeding cvery
Sunday morning toward the central
Brigade Hall, Church street, where
they assemble at 8.45; then at 8.50
o'clock, to the strains of the fine
brass DLand, the whole assembly
moves off for the Church of St.
Francis, and the sight presented by
the vast procession of little  boys,
banded together in the sacred cause
of religion, certainly reflects most
creditably' on the organization and
its promoters, On the first Sunday
in each month the Monthly Commu-
nion takes place a! the usual, 9
o'clock Brigade Mass for all mem-
bers who have Deen admitted to
First Communion; and on Monday,
Tuesday, Thureday and Friday even-
ings of each week, Christian doctring
classes are held for those members
who have not made First Commu-
nion or First Confession. The othér
objects of the Brigade are- ““To give
the memblers hablits of obedience, dis-
cipline and sel!—r-espeq&; reverence and
love for ecclesiastical authority and
holy religion; to promote their mo-
ral, physical, and temporal wefare,
and to give them habits of strict £0-
\briety.”” In the ‘interest of such de-
serving objects is the Brigade being
worked: and the promoters feel that
it a hranch of the orgsnization were
‘established in every parish through-
‘out the country, a great and  prac-
tical assistance would be rendered

and’

ed. Members of the Brm
have been admitted to Pirst Oommu-
nion, and who may not yet have
made their Easter duty, are most
earnestly exbarted to avail  them-
selves of the earliest possible oppor-
tunity of doing so.

On Wednesday and Thursday even-
ings, 29th and 80th inst., two grend
annual gfimnastic displays will = be

given by the Brigade Gymnasium,

assisted by all the prominent Irish
gymnasts. On each evening a grand
select concert will be provided, to
which several _distinguished artists
have hindly consented to contribute.
On Easter Monday some members of
the DBrigade were very successful at
the athletic ' sports held at Balls-
Wridge. On last Sunday morning the
grand drawing of prices, postponed
from the previous Sunday morning,
took place on returning to the hall
from the, 9 o'clock Mass. Kind
friends who are interested in the
good work being done for the boys
of the city by the Brigade, and who
might be anxious to contribute
prizes for the members, will kindly
communicate with the honorary se-
cretary. All such gifts will e grate-
fully alknowledged. Preparations are
progressing satisfactorily for the
forthcoming annual retreat, which
will ‘shortly be held in the Church of
St. Francis, Merchant’s quay. The
co-operation of parents is earnestly
solicited to make this retreat a graat
success. All Catholic boys and other
Catholic young men who might be
anxious to attend the religious exer-
cises are cordially invited to do so.
The date of opening will he an-
nounced in due course. In the mean-
time, however, all members of the
orglanization are particularly  re-
quested to attend their meetings dur-
ing the week for necessary  inetruc-
tions. Those members and non-mem-
bers who have not yet made First
Confession or First Communion are
reminded that Christian doectrine
(Catechism) classes are held on Mon-
days, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fri-
days, after usual parades, The at-
tention of parents is drawn vo these
classes.

The following is the usual weeldy
programme of the Dublin Catholic
Boys' Brigade: To-morrow (Sunday)
morning all membeérs aré reguested
to attend at the Brigade Hall not
later than 8.45 for the usual nuine
o'cloéil " Brigade Muas in the Chureh
of St. Francis!’ Merchants’ quay.
Those members who have nb yot at-
tended their Easter duty are request-
ed to do so as early as possible. On
returning from Mass another grand
drawing of prizes will take place and
some announcements will be made
with reference to the forthicoming an-
nual excursion, Monday night Ivish
language and histoty classes 7.30;
No. 9 (Probationers’) Company as-
semble at 7.80 for instructions' rela-
tive to the annual retreat; ' hrass,
pugle, and fife-and-drum bands prac-
tices, 7 o’clock to 9:80; members of
the fife-and-drum band are particu-
larly requested .to attend at 7

o’clock; Catechism class, 8.80; other
classes, 8.80. Tuesday night, SRight
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the sacred cauges of 7
/anti-treating. Those secretaries  of
br e O‘wef!LL 3¢ * Brig-
ade throughout the country who are
anxious for an annual assembly
all branches of the ‘organization
who have npt as ysb sent.
* their

ble at 7.80; boys

lrom St Pml's, St. Michan's, * -8t}
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| tinued wﬂ continues to rise,

By a \reglulation of the spooq
of the operations the airship is kep
at a certain height or lowercd
will. The idea. of the action of the
parachute has béen kept constantly
in mind, and all precautions take
to insure the opentng and closing of
the ﬂw parachutes at the proper
time. These canopies or parachutes
are arranged upon the wings in o
pearance to the great wing whecis
of a binder, and the frame work ¢,
which they are attached is so fixeq
as to stay always in a horizonia)
pogition while the wings wre revolyv-
ing upon the two axles, which ar.
rangement keeps the open end of the
parachutes always downward.

‘This alternate spreading snd (ol
lapsi of the ies is fashioned
after the manner in which the
thers on a bird’s wing present tncip
broad sides to the air when the wing
is brought down, and their edges (o
the air when the wing is raised, s,
that, when the parachutes are -
cending, they always present the
minimum of surface to the air and,
when they are descending, they pre-

P

fea-

gent the maximum of surface. Lach
wheel is composed of eight groups
of canopies in the original model,

8o .that no time or power fs lost, as
at least two sets are open ail the
time on each wheel. The advaniage
of having two separate wheels is
that it prevents disaster by maling
torsional or sidewise movVements imn.
possible, because of the perfect bal-
ance obtained. After the inachine
has been raised in this manner and
is kept in the air, the propelling of
it is a matter of small concern, as
that is considered an easy thing to
accomplish. Mr. Kaehler will use on
his machine a propeller, or rather
two of them, patterned exactly after
those used for water propulsion on
boats, and by these two the airship
will be sent ahead, reversed, aud
steered.

ABOUT FOOTGEAR.—‘The revolu-
tion of the shoe presents a rather in-
teresting study,” said an observant
man, “‘and it would be interesting
to know just what changes will take
place in the future. Boots have about
disappeared except in plays of a ro-
mantic kind. Boots are mostly
found on the stage now. Of course,
one may find them in remote sections
of the countfy, in lumber camps,
where men-are forced to work a
great deal in marshy places, and
where they often sink up to their
kmees in mud and water. DBut in
akioderno life. boots are as a rule, in
the way. Thdy ave:too heavy. They
are & handicap in’theswmep:for suc-
cess. ‘Men have taken 'to lighter
footwear, They want to carry just
as little weight as possibjle. They do
not Want anything that interferes
too much ‘with the suppléness of the
limbs. They have got to keep on
the go. But I was thinking  more
particularly ‘of the influences in de-
tail which have worked out the

changes in 1ootwnn.r “ The modern
“method of nving hll been at war
with the old-ﬂtyh lipf shoes, Just as
it hh been at war with old fashions
in the matter ‘of clothes. Why should

oman
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