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be encouraged to choose farming as a life work.
The born mechanic will become a mechanic and
the child with a natural predilection for law on
medicine or pedagogy may still become a lawyer,
a doctor or a teacher. We must exterminate
root and branch the idea that farming needs no
brains, and permeate the school instead with the
idea that it is not the degree but the nature of
a man’s ability that should determine his life

work. The thing to do is to relate rural educa-
tion more closely and sympathetically to rural
life by 1eans of school gardening and nature

study and by recasting the text books so as to
introduce agricultural examples—and plenty of
them—into the arithmetic, articles pertaining to
rural life in the readers, more of agriculture into
history and geography and drawing and so all
through. N

We stoutly maintain that so far from subor-
dinating education to economic ends
changes will improve it in the fundamental re-
spects of building character and developing brain
Power. To conclude, let us repeat a paragraph
from a former editorial which was quoted at the

these

time with hearty approval by an American ex-
change. We can phrase the point no better to-
day.

has been too abstract for
from

Our school-teaching
maximum efficiency pedagogical stand-
point.  There is nothing like actualities, and es-
pecially living things, to interest a child. Let
the juvenile mind study, for instance, the germin-
ating seed, and, as the embryo plant unfolds, the
child’s mind will unfold with it in the most

a

na-

tural.._way. Thus shall we educate our youth
along lines that will be continued into old age,
conducing not only to educational efficiency, but
to the training of an alert, informed, masterful

people, who will raise the plane of agriculture,
the plane of industry, and the plane of character
and citizenship.

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

~Yance land values go up also ?

side the manager’s annual control.

prietor, seeking to preserve a little reward for his
own efforts, tries to keep down this factor of cost '
by hiring cheaply, land because he does so is often
called
moment deny that some farmers go at the prob-
lem the wrong way.

eventual limit to progress on that line, and when
that limit is approached by the generality of
farmers the pinch will again be felt, to a consider-
able degree, at all events, though perhaps not so
acutely as
wrong with an economic system which perpetually

Howard Kent for stirring

the time, and T can bluff back at them:
a litthe child T am more helpless than
himself.
helps me a particle towards solving the
of childhood.
is that our educational system is wrong
to bottom, but as T have nothing t
place T have alwavs avoided the suhject,
it comes to the children, about all T feel capable
of
when they get hurt.

on a different tack

FOUNDED 18ag

I have no 'settled opinions. I am merely groping
for something that I am sure is the supreme good,
but as yet I have found no hint of how it is to
be attained. In my experience of life I have met,
men who had practically no school education, ang
yet they had all that I would wish g system of
education to give to me or to my children, T
have also met men who have had every advantage
that can be derived from schools and colleges, and
I found them of no more interest than g lot of
trained ‘'seals. They could perform all kinds of
mental gymnastics, and yet they were absolutely
out of touch with the work and joys and sorrows
of this big beautiful world in which it ig our
privilege to live. - Education should enable ug to
understand, to do and to enjoy. And this under-
standing and doing and enjoying should not be
confined to a petty round of duties that will en-
able us to slink through the world with as little
effort as possible. The truly educated man ex-
claims with Terence, ‘““Nothing that is human ig
alien to me.”” He is interested in everything, and
at the same time so well-poised that notking can
debase or enslave him. There is too much talk
about the purpose of education being to fit a man
for his particular niche in the scheme of things.
No man knows the scheme of things, and even if
he did there is no niche big enough to hold &
fully-developed 'man. There is a noble rebellion
against the popular conception of a good citizen
in Hamlet’s outburst :

Wages the Last Charge.

Pursuing the chain of thought suggested by the
editorial of September 25th, entitled, ‘‘ Putting
Land Out of Reach,” one arrives at an explana-
tion—a partial explanation at least—of the age-
long labor problem, which exists alike on good
and poor farms; in prosperous and unprosperous
communities; on thousand-dollar fruit land and
on eighty-dollar soil devoted to general farming.
Always the problem is to secure enough help at
wages which will leave a profit over cost of pro-
duction., When the introduction of some new and
more remunerative lines of farming makes the
business more profitable for a time wages go up
a little, help is attracted to the vicinity and the
labor problem may be less acute for a time, but
finally it resolves itself into the same old stub-
born difficulty. Why is this ?

1s it not largely because the minute profits ad-
The increased
earning power of an acre is capitalized in the form
of enhanced prices for farms, and this entails the
necessity of meeting heavier interest or rental
charges. The necessity bears most sternly on
renters and proprietors working with borrowed
capital, but does not exempt owners who are out
of debt, for these, too, desire, if possible, to make
interest on the nominal values of their holdings.
Now, this interest or rental charge is fixed when
one buys or rents a farm. It is inexorable ; it
must be met before profit can be claimed. It can-
not be reduced, but, on the other hand, is in-®
creased every time additional facilities are pur-
chased to lighten labor, or for any other purpose.
The same holds true of taxes and insurance. They
are fixed charges and must be met.

Labor cost, on the other hand, is more elastic.
One can cut it down for a time by doing more
work himself, or by getting more out of his men.
It is open to the manager to try each time he en-
gages a man, to get him cheaper, or at least to
try to keep this item of expenditure from rising
too high. Note that we say it is open to him to
try. We do not say he can succeed. When help
gets too scarce he either has to pay. more or do
without. The point we are trying to make is
that labor'is the one factor in the cost of produc-
tion that is to a degree elastic. Tt is the only
one not wholly fixed and established by forces out-
Hence that is
The hard-fought pro-

o ‘“ What is a man,
If his chief good and market of his time

Be but to sleep and feed ? a beast, no more.
Sure, he that made us with such large discourse,
Looking before and after, gave us not

That capability and god-like reason

To rust in us unused.”

In that passage Shakespeare outlined the high-
est purpose of education. It is to so develop a
man that he can make use of his wonderful capa-
bilities, and a man so developed is worthy of his
bewildering eulogy :

‘““ What a piece of work is man! How noble
in reason ! How infinite in facubty ! In form and
moving how express and admirable | In action
how like an angel ! In apprehension how like a
god ! The beauty of the world ! The paragon of

animals.”’
* * » *

At this point I wish to quote with all rever-
ence that noblest of all conceptions of the child 3
“"For of such is the kingdom of Heaven.”” 1 like
to think that enfranchised spirits will have an op-
portunity-to grow as the children grow before we
begin to tamper with them and to impose on
them our ideas of what they should do and be.
Did you ever stop to think how much a child
learns in its first burst of mental growth ? It is
no unusual thing for a child to learn two lan-
guages besides getting an understanding of the
objects and actions by which it is surrounded be-
fore it is five years of age. If this development
could go on unchecked the dullest child could
learn more than the profoundest professor of themr
alk before it reached maturity.  Coleridge seemed
to have hit the secret of this spontaneous educa-
tion when he said, ““A child learns because of the

where the squeeze comes.

‘““close’”’ or ‘‘mean.’’ We do not for a

Instead of attempting to

make labor accomplish more by labor-saving necessity it feels.”” Is there no way by which this
methods, they make the problem doubly hard for feeling of necessity can be made to endure ? Under
themselves by following out-of-date practices. ©UT Present system, instead of letting the child

develop under the pressure of the necessity it feels,
we imprison it in a schoolroom and try to shape
it according to necessity that Dr. Pyne feels or
—to get down to the man who is said to be at
the bottom of our system—that John Seath feels.
The natural development ig instantly arrested,
and the child is forced to pass through Moloch
fires of competitive examinations. It is all
wrong, hideously wrong.

srant this, but the fact remains that there is an

at present. Is there not something

arrays labor and capital in this order with the Now lf?t us stop for a moment and grope for
pinch in the cost of production always on labor 2 that elusive thing Fducation. What is it ? It
How can interest charges be kept down ° certainly does not iean the accumulation of

knowledge. The most learned man in the world
does not know as much or know it asg accurately
as the Century Encyclopedia, at my elbow. Know-
ledge seems to be a commodity that can be stored
away in books where any intelligent man can get
it when he needs it. Education seems to be a

Mpr. Kent’s Questions.
By Peter McArthur.

I am not sure that I am very grateful to

me up with his list of

FFOW i :
“Whys.”” Tf there is one question above another ']L;l“t“ rh}:)‘c\ h:l:.:} O\‘:f}”é: ﬂml;];l?en to ”S(:‘ knc;wle%ge.
about which T am absolutely befogged and at Sea  geniuses have S A Teqt t}:()'w - llew
it is the question of education. I do not mind tual growth am]/ vet it hag ﬂlny. 11}1‘ eir intellec-
in the least getting into an argument with bank- that m*nuisés are i h“vﬂﬂs SOEmefl to me
ers and politicians. They are bluffing most of ) - men who have been stimulated

to great growth by some impulse of which we
}]a\'(\ no adequate knowledge. To state the case
figuratively, perhaps human beings are like germs
Gt ;:lfl]uir:‘:,t,}]} «*n(‘ln]s(ji in shells like a nut. Some
About all T feel reasonably sure of ang o_\llhrll(lt]l Cx(r;n(rjitrleozstr;}:);;)hte}:?tlilzrtgttht;]ilrf sl?ell:
me_m t.np never know. They cannot tekl of what tlheve h\:\"’é

o offer mY its  learned t, know and feel because, as F‘\lhelle‘v com-
When  plaing in his introduction to ‘Epipsvchidion., their

e .Y),OST(‘LTO “‘must ever remain incompr:ehensihle from
mps  a defect of g common organ of perception of the

ideas

but before
the child
Nothing that I have learned or observed

doing is to love them and kiss their

q i of which it treats.’ hi . i
As T\Ir‘l. Kent and the Editor nf. I'he Tarmer’y hkelv to come to a (1-1\'—l.zﬂmrf’:rns e
Advocate” have already dealt with {he list  of ph losopher, and eve ( “tho g MG Erentest
questions, perhavns thev will excuse me if T oo o to .“],' C 2N ongh he may be unable

. how or why 7 < i
On the question of education vith i T pnan, he ever allex s on life
¢ LW a wisdom that hag never been taught in the
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