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The General-purpose Horse at
Fairs.

Editor The Farmer's Advocate

I should like to sce a word in your paper re-
garding a small matter that causes considerable
dissatisfaction among certain exhibitors at the
local fairs. I have attended several county and
township fairs this autumn, and heard the same
remarks at each. It is in the horse classes that
the trouble occurs. In the Draft, Agricultural
and Delivery classes, more especially in the two
last mentioned, one secs a great variety of horse
flesh, and an exhibitor. losing in one class, sees
that he might have had a very good chance in the
other; asks why the powers-that-be do not state
an approximate weight for each type of horse. It
is discouraging for a man with a really good
team to bhe thrown out because he has entered in
the wrong class, and we all know that there s
some difference of opinion as to what makes up
such a vague class of horse as the ‘ general pur-
pose,’’ or the really useful animal for agricultural
purposes Would it not be a simple matter to
state in the prize lists a rough weight for each
class of horses ?  Of course, these remarks do not
refer 1o men who exhibit horses of pure breeding
a pure-bred animal has his own class, and no mis-
takes can occur But there are many horses in
the local fairs that are good individuals and de
cidedly useful animals. and we want to see their
owners bring them out and compete in uniform
classes.

There is one other thing about the horse ex
hibits at the country fairs that is to me hard to

understand. Who has attended such g fair, and
not heard through the caller’s megaphone, ° Gen
eral-purpose brood mares !'"” What is a general

purpose brood mare, and to what would one
breed her to get a general-purpose colt ? Is she
not a scruhb, pure and simyple ? If not, why is
she not entered in the class for her own bhreed ?
The general-purpose hrood mare seems to me  to
give the lie to all the recognized laws ol breeding,
and there should be no such class in our prize
lists. DU DU )

INote.—On page 15051 of our Sept. 29th assue,
this very point was cmphasized in our editorial
columns There is no strictly  general-purpose
breed: there is no distinct general-purpose market
class; consequently, there 1s no uniform standard
wherehv to measure this class. and, as a result,
farm chunks, light drafters amd expressers or van
ners, all compete in this undetined and at least
not casily definable class —-Fditor.]
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Profitable Sows.

There 1 only  one type ol brood sow tha
should be maintained on any farm, and that
the kind that may be relied upon to pay its wan
everyv year When pork is as high-priced as 1t
now, there 1s a strong tendencey to retam  even
the unsatisiactory females. and take a chance on
their producing profitably next spring But «
desirable type of gilt from o proven mother will
make a much safer proposition than the older sow

that cannol bhe relisd on Ihus, \n going o\el
the hrood sows at this thme with the purpose ol
selecting the mothers for next year’'s pags,  one
should first make a caretul  sclection from the
present breeding group For cach sow, make a

note of the number of pigs farrowed, the strength
and character of the hitter, the disposition of the
sow as a mother, the number of pigs raised Irom

the litter, and the hrecdine tendencies of the sow

11 she lails seriousiv in ont ot wo ol these chatr
acteristics, mark her as one to he parted from
and head her for the market

I'o replace these giestionahle  hreeden ore
care should be taken i selecting then NECESSOrs

If one is hrecding pooe hreds the hirst re juirement
that must be made o the selection ol sows
that they fuliil the breed type detnunde \aide
from that one requisite. the hreeder of pue hreds
and of grades should follow much the same

tem of selection ' shatld tw el
feminine they should ~how no coarsen
shoulder, hair. bone or head cont lepess Tl
characterize them o o lone noddh ailieatine o
broodiness. must he present e teats shoild T
counted, and a preference wiven to ot otherw i
good sOW with the greater  mnnher ol notina

teats A\ Vigolous constitution, o ndieated |
eve, a healthy shin, an avii
deep, broad chest and a low  rall tand
be overlooked, Tor the tash or the Larood
hrood  sow hould e

a clea: tompera

ment; a
can never
sow is not lLight I'he
wearly as possible poasess the conformation whioh
in the mareactable progeny which she

smoothness and depth
slightlyv-arched back |
flank and

is sought
to jproduce ;
at shoulders, a strong
wide loin and raump: cood depth of body,
thighs, with desirable  spring ol rih, should e
characteristic of the Lhrecding stock of pigs 1V ipi
on the feet and
successiul hreed

consequent [}

much emphasis cannot well be Taid
leps If the yvoung Sow proves a
er. she will he retained as long as she proves hel

self so, which may

ecan [ive or sSIX years I"or

such a period of really useful service, the strong-
est kind of feet and pasterns are essential With
the brood sow. more than any other class ol
breeding female, s there likelihood of breaking
down n the pasterns and feet, rendering the ani-
mal to a vieater or less degree incapable of her
highest  capacities. Moreover, il there is any
marked tendency to weakness in these parts. the
olfspring is almost certain to possess it, and they,
in turn, cannot be as active, as healthy. or, con-
sequently . as profitable, hogs. Quality, as shown
in fine, clear hone, a healthy skin of desirable
thickness: a trim head, smooth shoulders, and a
fine coat of hair, deserves the consideration of «
every man in his hog-hreeding operations.

A himited number of brood sows, hut a greater
production of better stock from them, should  he
kept in mind Ly hreeders generally

Notes from Australia.

There wus a great gathering of fleecy beauties
at the Sydneyv, New  South  Wales, Sheep Show
last July It is claimed that this exhibition sees
the biggest collection of aristocratic Merinos in
the workd The island State of Tasmania won
with Syvlvander. that comes from sk Vale, and
this is the third successive win for that flock
This ram was afterwards sold for 450 guineas to
go to South Africa \ ram called Patron 11
which beat Svivander at a Tasmanian show a few
weeks before, was sold privately for 800 guineas
He was undoubtedly the hest animal of the two,
hut lacked condition The highest-priced ram ol
the Fair. however. was Dandie Dinmont, which
fotched 1,550 guineas. and  goes to South Aus-
tralia He was not a competitor at the show
The South Africans are buving heavily of Merinos
in \ustralin this year, believing that they can

FOUNTICDY 1 R

the annual conferences In those times they were
equally divided between iree trade and the pro
tection of State policies Iederation swept aw gy

this old bone of contention, and gave the countr
a protective tarifl Since then the Labor Part
has assumed the reins of Government, and this hag
changed the issue. The conventions this year in
at least two of the States have decided to becone
political entities, and put men of their own cult

into the various parliaments. The action. o
course, multiplies the parties in the House o
Parliament, but the farmers contend that it IS

nearly time they took a hand at the game, and
all can follow them who feel so inclined

L

There was a marked difference this year at the
\ustralian Sheep Show between the class of sheep
which won the prizes and those securing the hest
average at the sales. Several rams brought more
than the grand champion, one twice as much. ;nd
one four times the price The latter, howener
was not exhibited. The wool-growers will not in
these days buy the type of sheep to which expert
judges award highest honors The demand now
is for the large-iramed. plain-bodied old type 1y
some cases the wrinkles and folds have alimost
disappeared From the point of view of the
buyer out after practical propositions, the great
sales were ideal., as he was able to get for a few
guineas rams which vears ago would have cost

hundreds
* *

Rhodes grass. imported originally from South
Africa. is making extraordinary headway in th
orazing districts of Fast \ustralia It 1s de
clared to he to that part what that wonderful
grass, Paspalum dilatatum. is to the coastal dairy
Rhodes  grass  has
measured nine feet
high

districts In SO parts
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,\‘.hﬂep' breeden
in  different  alt,
tudes 1n Australia
raise Merinos o1
distinct character
istics The dith
culty with some
s that they can
not keep the wool
dense  enough  on
the flock sheep as
these increase i
age, unless the

A4

stud  animals  ar
heavily folded, and
the tendency 1s to
hreed out the fold:
1s far as possible
In South Australia
there 1S a dis
tinct aversion to
folds anywhere ex

e Yoy cepling on t he
e o W Sl N A S
v S neck In recent
vears 1n t hat
. ~ State much has
Archer’s First 72833=. Ly
heen done to grow
shorthorn bhull, three years old Second an class, Toronto Farst and  peservs Fams neckhs on the
chavapion Western Faar, London 1910 Bred and owned by Jobhn Gard CRIOS thus consid
house & Sons, Highfield, Ont erihly enhancing

produce  fine wool. equal to Nustraha, and  they
are not sparing any money to back their opinion
I'he Australians are  now ayving  that South
\frica should reciprocate this ireedom ol trade by
tahing ol the prohibition on ostriches and \n
gora soats, so that \usty g night procure soime
phirds and animals ta tone ap those industries

I ach cason i the shearinge shed WS vreat
ompetition to deciae who i the ringer The
i L AT tand a record 101
the oange carrit on till the

latter’'s highest  ta

the next shed, and so
vears ago, Jack Tlows

end ol the stason SOt
shearied 32 heep noeieht how a record  nesven
bheate, e used hand shears, bhut the sheep
tho avsecarcied less wool than they do nowa
da Viosides, wome bat aachine shears are ne
el ] hee  sartest Hnien to-dany do not u
1 o oeany more than 250 when at top speed
1othe rate o 2is per hundred, this nu

VIt Loy the expuert

. X
Coooree Joeliry, one Lone wool expert n South

\nmierica

Vst ralia, on his returp trom  a visit Lo
L nited

aid b consdered that o the wool 1in the

At \ not cqual to the finest  Austrabian Tol

cneth ol taple 'he  soundnpess ol some ol the
I however, was sueh that growers might well

we protd ol it he said. had a lot to
carn o the way ol pacaing wool for the markets
1lv-|\l\)l}l||l|‘ contlition
while it was tied

\perteant

\ clips wetn Sento oot [RA WY
Nothime was taken off the flecce
vith a rouch hemp string

» *
¢ at last

Pl Tariing  classes in \ustrahia ha
did  not

awal.ened I'or vears they

nolitics to enter their dehiberations al

the carrying capac
1ty ol the flocks I'or o while the fashion was to
breed heavy wool on the heads and faces, hut it
was found that this was a drawback, as the sheeo
were thus bhinded by the wool, and could not s
their way about an the paddocks

* o
shearime e carred ont 1) contractors al
nearlhy all the large stations an Australia I he
owners ol the plant encage expert men  at  the
schedule rates of 21 per 100, and the gang g«
from one shed 1o anothe I'his season. the most
necessinl cane got thirongh 500 000 sheep In
adilition, there gare co-aperative ganges who sharve
copiad! The old plan was 1or ‘lin' heds ta en
eeoneen, and cach stood to his own tall
CTeowas continual trouble abont o wet shee
the mien are on piccesnork now they ar
particular albont these things ind with
1 of electrie hieht, work late and oarls to
etodomi
A oox ow
\ Zvadand utilize Onne Ol 1 prreson lahon
e Taneg o eloprient besides carrving ont trec
plantinge chemes  this  wan T prisoners  are
taueh!  agricnlture dantryvinge and the care o
SToci In stifving this policy the \ttorne
General explained the caher day that the use  of
this Iabor dor the preparation of fruit and dait
Larm Lo il 0 nall cttlers cventually wonld
1ot tane el nt from (ree citizens \n ex
tension ot 1l cheme < to he made in different
cetions s ot raposed to sell the fruit or
1"‘“"”“"‘ bt el Lo ~upply the prisons and
tor sl the tarn o noprolit to M-(Q]‘-rgv At
(R IR 200 far o cres each  are heing es

tahlished

I't < b !
i " Victoria that the spores
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