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In the Poultry Yard
Turkeys and Turkey Raising*

WHITE IIOI.LA 
The origin of this

ni I

generally v<n
light

>ears gone by. It 1 
wiled that the name 
index t-i the locality of their origin. 
There is no doubt that if selections 

f the lightest Colored birds in the 
docks each season were mated to­
gether for a number ■ .1 \ ears a race 
• O fowl could be obtained to breed 
uirly true to white color. Extra size 
has been attained in this variety the 
past dozen years, and. it is stated, 
was caused by careful introduction

white “sport" of the Bronze!
It is a fact that the while turkeys 

are easily kept from rambling when 
not raised in large docks, and many 
favor them on this account. When 
their plumage is kept clean they arc 
also a handsome bird, but it is almost 
impossible to do this. Carefully mated 
and given proper attention when 
young, they will be found as hardy 
as any of the other varieties. The 
body of tile White Holland is not so 
long as in the Bronze, nor yet so 
deep. The back also lacks the gradual 
curve of the latter, being llattcr upon 
the shoulder. Plumage should be a 
pure white throughout, except for the 
black beard in males I leak, legs and 
toes are white or pinkish-white in 
color. \ common defect is a ‘'tick­
ing" of small black spots on tin 
feathers. Standard weight for adult 
male, 2<i pounds, adult female, Hi 
pounds; young male. Is pounds; 
young female, 12 pounds
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This State years ago had a world-v 
reputation for producing line turkeys, 
and this wa- the variety they bred 
extensivi !> ,il that time. The writer 
cannot understand why the Narra 
gaiisctt turkey has not become more 
popular. Xlniost as large as the 
Bronze, beautifully marked feathers 
and a splendid opening for some breed 
to rival the latter, all will combine 
some day to fill the pocket of some 
progressive breeder. Front a rough 
glance, one would say their color was 
similar to a Silver Wyandotte hen. 
and if one has never seen this variety 
it will give some idea of their appear­
ance running in the yard. The wings 
and tail in color arc somewhat similar 
to these sections in the Bronze, but 
with this exception the plumage is 
i metallic black, each feather ending 
in a broad steel-gray band edged with 
black Legs and toes arc brown. In 
shape the Narragansctts have thick 
-it, plump bodies and moderately 
short legs. Bull or slate-colored 
feathers in anv part of the plumage 
disqualifies. Standard weights arc 
Adult male, an pounds; adult female, 
is pounds; young male, 20 pounds: 
young female. 12 pounds.

BLACK TURKEYS
This is ji very old established var­

iety. and if it was not originated in 
Norfolk. England, undoubtedly was 
brought to its greatest perfection 
there They were the first turkeys 
bred on the writer's farm, over txwn- 
ty-fivc years ago. but they were very 
small. In recent years breeders have

* I his is the second in a series of 
articles on turkey raising, by Mr. 
W. J- Bell The first one appeared in 
February 1st issue The third article 
will appear in next number

crossed them with Bronze, but it 
seems impossible to get the Bronze 
markings entirely eliminated from the 
offspring. I think it would be a diffi­
cult matter—in this country at lea-t- 
to get pure black breeding stock, as 
all who exhibit them admit they arc 
more or less crossed with Bn

Standard eight'
vk through-

young female. 12 pounds.

Mr Babcock, a leading V. S turkey 
writer, says of this breed : "The Buff 
was produced by crossing the Bronze 
and White Hollands, many Buff tin 
keys showing plainly the marks of 
such ancestry." The Buff i' the only 
variety of turkeys admitted to the

'tandard which i- allie

and it i' impossible i 
disqualify ii lor eolol 
however, that they re- 

hie •

cd full latitude
i tile Buff cla's 
i" the judge to

mble Buff var 
liiglttly that

tlte committee in charge of arranging 
the description in the standard almost 
decided to exclude them at the last 
revision. Tltev gavi the impression 
that this would happen at the next 
revision unless better specimens were 
met with upon exhibition. In addi­
tion t" being a pom buff color in 
general, their wings are invariably a 
dull white, sometimes pure white 
Standard weights are : Adult male. 27 
pounds; adult female, In pound#; 
\oung male. |s pounds; young female. 
12 pounds.

SLATE TURKEYS
Slate or Blue turkeys are of recent 

origin and do not breed very true to 
color, off-colored feathers being com­
mon even in exhibition specimens. 
They arc good market birds and 
handsome when not "speckled" too 
much with foreign color Feathers 
other than slaty or ashy blue, do 
qualities Sfmtnrd weigh:. are

Adult male, 27 pounds; adult female, 
Is pounds; young male, in pounds ; 
young female. 12 pounds. In addition 
u> the disqualifications I have men­
tioned, a wry tail or crooked hack dis­
qualifies in all these varieties, but is 
seldom met with.

I might say in closing this brief 
description of the different varieties 
that no one who is trying to breed 
any of them pure should he without 
a copy of the "Standard of Perfec-

In buying stock it is impossible for 
you to tell whether yim are g< tting 
good quality or not unless you have 
the "Standard" and see what the color 
and shape of each section should be.
1 have met old exhibitors of turkeys 
—men who have been shipping breed­
ing stock all over the country—who 
could not tell the wing primaries from 
the wing secondaries, lie prepared 
for dealing with this class by getting

Second Annual Poultry Institute
i Specially reported for The 

Farm ini; World)
Tlte second annual Poultry Institute 

was livid at the Ontario Agricultural 
College, Guelph, on the 5t!i, Oth, îth 
and silt instant. I hesc meetings itn 
mediately followed the regular short 
course for poultry at the college. The 
students attending the course remain 
cd over to take advantage of the 
opportunity for hearing s«.niv of the 
leading experts in poultry work. Their 
number was augmented by a number 
• if prominent poultry men and women 
from Ontario, Quebec and the United

The great need there is fur such 
meetings grows more apparent every 
year, and we believe the Govern­
ment would do well to make the 
Poultry Institute a permanent annual 
affair. The wonder is that more in­
terested in the poultry industry have 
not taken advantage of being present 
at this year’s session.

The aim and purpose of tlte poul­
try Institute can not be as well known 
as it should be, or undoubtedly the 
lecture room would be crowded be­
yond its capacity and a growing and 
far wider interest will he shown in 
its work. The proceedings, we un 
derstand, will be published as a Gov­
ernment bulletin for general distrihu 
lion; hut the most careful perusal of 
its contents can never equal the ail 
vantage of being present to witness 
the practical demonstration with 
charts and blackboard. The very life, 
too. of an institute meeting is the 
opportunity to closely question the 
speakers, and every opportunity is 
taken to draw out all a speaker knows 
and to find out what he does not 
know.

The opening session began prompt­
ly at 2 pin. mi Tuesday. Mr. L. II 
Baldwin, of Deer Park, Ont., was 
asked to take the chair lie outlined 
the purpose of the institute and urged

MES OVARY TONIC
I |ll MAKES HENS LAY ^
® When evtrq are 40c ami Me n iloren ilipr» iWhen eggs are 40c. and Me. a dozen, there 

is good money in them. That is the time 
YOU will have plenty of EGOS TO SELL, 
if you give your liens Smith's Ovary Tonic 
regularly ottee a week.

It makes liens lay. Winter and Summer. 
Of course, if you want eggs all the year 
round, you have to give liens Smith's Ovary 
Tonic all the year round. Sturt NOW.

2">c. and 50c. a bottle. At dealers. 4 
NATIONAL DRUG A CHEMICAL CO.. LIMITED, MONTREAL
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